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Local schools grapple with hoax shooting calls

By Katy Savage

Otter Valley Union High School in Brandon,
Fair Haven High School and Christ the Kingin
Rutland were among 21 Vermont schools that
received hoax calls purporting to report shoot-
ings the morning of Wednesday, Feb. 8.

Slate Valley Union Supervisory Union
Superintendent Brooke Olsen-Farrell said she
was informed by a school resource officer around
9 a.m. that someone called the police and said a
student in English class at Otter Valley Union High

“No one should have to go to school “No one should have to go to school or work
under those kinds of circumstances."
“We didn’t think it was viable. Typically
ifsomeone had a student or staff member
injured in our classrooms there would have
been multiple 911 calls. There was none of that
happening”

Olsen-Farrellimmediately called Rob Evans,
Vermont's school safety liaison. “Shortly after
Inotified him, he informed me that there were

or work under those kinds of
circumstances,” Olsen-Farrell said.

and checked the classrooms. The school put the
emergency operations plan in place and deter-
mined within 5-10 minutes the threat wasn’t
credible.

“Obviously, whenever you get something of that

PRESIDENT'S DAY

KICKS OFF WINTER
BREAK FOR SCHOOLS
Presidents Day, a fed-
eral holiday celebrated
on the third Monday in
February, falls on Feb.
20 this year. It also kicks
off aweek-long winter
break for schools
throughout Rutland
and Windsor counties.

KILLINGTON HOSTS
COMMUNITY UPDATE
Head to the Grand Ho-
tel Thursday at5 p.m.
and learn what's ahead
for Killington.
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ByBrent Goldman

CATCH CHAD STOKES
OF DISPATCH THURS
INKILLINGTON

The Middlebury College
alumni turned multi-
band founder, will
perform at the Pickle
Barrelin Killington this
Thursday, Feb. 16, 8 p.m.
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School had been shot.

The school resource officer cleared the students

nature it does take a toll on the mental health of
staffand students and parents,” Olsen-Farrell said.

multiple calls coming in across the state”

School threats - 2

City voters to
consider option tax

By Katy Savage

Rutland city voters will con-
sider a 1% sales option tax on
Town Meeting Day, March 7.

The option taxhas been
discussed by the Board of
Aldermen several times in the
past but this will be the first
time it’s put before voters.

The option taxwas last con-
sidered in 2017 when David
Allaire faced Michael Cop-
pinger in the mayoral race.
Coppinger used the option tax
as a campaign platform, while
Allaire opposed the tax.

“Ididn’t feel the timing was
right,” said Allaire, who won
the 2017 race. “Twanted to get
into the office andlook at the
lay of theland and see how
our finances were. WhenIgot
elected I thoughtwe were in
good shape financially”

Allaire said his position has
changed.

“We have some looming
issuesin front of us,” he said.
“Unless we find an outside

revenue resource, we're not
goingto be able to tackle
them”

The cityis facing alack of
funds for capital improvement
and a city pension deficit.

The option tax would
generate an estimated $1-$1.2
million. Allaire said he'd pro-
pose thatsome of the money
goto property taxrelief.

Allaire is facing challenger
Mike Doenges for mayor on
Town Meeting Day.

Doenges, the chair of the
Board of Aldermen, also sup-
ports the option tax.

“It'snot amassive tax,’
Doenges said.

Doenges said shoppers
are used to seeing the option
taxas neighboring towns,
including Rutland town and
Brandon, have alocal option
taxin place.

Doenges said he's spoken
to manybusiness owners,

Optiontax > 2

Second public hearing for
Killington TIF bond draws
new attendees, questions

By Polly Mikula

The second public hearing
for Killington’s TIF bond was
abouthalfaswell attended
asthefirsthearingonJan. 30,
but drew many new attend-
ees. About eight residents at-
tended in person at the Public
Safetybuilding with 27 others
attendingviaZoom.

The hearing again began
with an overview of Killing-

ton Forward, specifically
focused on the first phase,
which voters are being asked
to approve viaabond at
Town Meeting Day, March 7
— Article5.

Town Manager Chet
Hagenbarth read Article 5 to
the audience Monday night,
“Shall the Town Select Board

TIFbond > 8

ByBrooke Geery

Madison Scott prepares equipment for riding at Killington Resort.

Killington Resort celebrates its
team with Beast Week, Feb. 11-17

Get to know a few of the people on the mountain

By Brooke Geery

With winter operations in full swing, it's an
exciting time to work at Killington Resort and
Pico Mountain. Every department is churn-
ingat full steam to provide an incredible
experience for guests. From ticket sales to the
rental shop to the Killington Grand Hotel,
somethingis happening 24 hours a day. Dur-
ing this busiest time of the winter season, the
resort celebrates Beast Week over Feb. 11-17,
2023, to say thank you to the hardworking
people who make it all possible.

The seven-day long celebration is packed
with special events such as a private K/P em-
ployee film showing at the Paramount Theatre,
aglowin the dark party at the Wobbly Barn and
anightfor employees only at the Tubing Park
presented by Bubly. The team is treated to gifts,
free food and too many other perks to list.

It takes alot of people to keep The Beast
running. In fact, Killington Resortis one of
the largest employers in the state of Vermont
with over 1,500 employees during the winter
season. The jobs are as varied as the people
who hold them, and for ticket supervisor Josh

Reed, that’s one of his favorite parts of work-
inghere.

“Everyone Iwork with has abackstory,’
he says. “In ticketing, one of our ticket agents
isaretired Navy captain. Another one of our
agentswas an attorney hiswhole life. One
was a stockbroker on Wall Street for 30 years.
All these people have lived all over the world,
they’ve done all these neat and interesting
things and we all sit together. We're just selling
tickets, butwe have pretty good personalities
because of the lives we've lived up until now.
Long story short, I just enjoy the people Iwork
with. They're funny, engaging, and we have
great conversations. People are sharp here

Reed’s own background includes many
years in software sales and marketing for
companies in Phoenix, Arizona, Los Angeles,
and Austin, Texas. He continued to work
in that field after moving to Vermont about
sevenyears ago and joined The Beast team in
October 2021. After a stintin group sales, he
moved into his currentrole.

Beast Week - 25
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Hartland store celebrated grand opening

By Curt Peterson

After a couple of postponed openings,
BG’s welcomed the public at dawn on Mon-
day, Feb. 13 with free coffee and freshly-
made brownies.

Theiconicinstitution and gathering
place in Hartland Three Corners for more
than 40years, closed Jan. 1 when new own-
ership took possession. Six weeks of serious
renovations began, under able supervision
of newmanager Ian Rose.

“Ican honestly say,” long-time owner
Bill Gaucher told the Mountain Times, “this
was the first time in 42 years the store was
closed forafull day”

Gaucher will be working to support Rose

for atleast a few weeks.

The store has the same area, but seems
much larger. There are more products of-
fered, but greatly improved lighting, new
shelving and fixtures, and strategically
changed layout make it easier to move
around and shop.

There’s enough of “old” BG’s preserved
tomake long-time customers feel athome,
and the presence of familiar faces — Barbara
Dow, Keri Esty, Carol Whitney and Logan Re-
diker, to name a few — added comfort as one
walks on all-new floors and marvels at the
neatly-stocked shelves and new counter tops.

By Curt Peterson
BJ'sopen—=>23  Nicole Bartner enjoyes a free coffee as part of B]'s reopening celebration Monday, Feb. 13.

Option tax: Rutland City may add sales option tax

from page 1
whowill carry the burden of cies on the 32-officer police
collecting the tax. They were department. Allaire said he
mostly supportive.

any negative feedback,’ Do-

would find funding if those
“They don’tseemto have positions were filled.
Allaire also eliminated an

enges said. assistant city attorney posi-
Cityvoters will also con- tion after strugglingto find

sider a$23,261,061 budget theright candidate.

on Town Meeting Day. The The city saved around

budgetis up 2.4% from the $420,000 in salary expenses.

previous budget. Allaire said fuel, sala-

Allaire said he was able to

riesand increases in cost

fightinflationbynotbudget-  of materials used by the

ingfor positions the city has public works department

been unable to fill. are driving the slight budget
There are four vacan- increase.

Come for the View,
Stay for the Experience!

Amazing Views | Sleigh Rides
Cross Country Skiing
Spa & Salon | Snowshoeing
Luxurious Stays | Delicious Food

[reservations necessary]

Ask about our “Winter Special’
Cranberry Butter Cream Spa Treatments

=

Joanne Pearson.

802.483.2311 ¢ mountaintopinn.com
Mountain Top Rd. Chittenden

MOUNTAIN TOP

RESORT

School threats: A slew of 21 hoax calls reported shootings at Vermont schools; all found not to be credible

from page 1

Vermont State Police said the calls
were received between 8:40 a.m.
and 10:50 a.m. at the main line of a
dispatch center, police department
or town office. All of the threats were
deemed not credible.

Fourteen of the threats
were made againsthigh
schools, three were private
religious schools, two were
elementaryschools, one
was amiddle school and
onewas an entire school
district, according to police.

State police issued a
press release on Feb. 8 explaining the
initial investigation determined all
the calls were placed via a voice over
internet protocol (VoIP) software.

“The calls also appear to have
been made by a person and are not
believed at this time to have been
automated,” police said in a press
release.

The calls appeared to be associated
with nationwide hoax phone threats
of school shootings, bomb threats,
and other violent events, police said.

The governor’s office, Agency of
Education, Department of Public
Safety, State Police, Vermont Intel-

ligence Center and local law-enforce-
ment agencies were working together.
The threats were still under investi-
gation as of Feb. 14.
A day after the hoax calls, Kil-
lington Elementary School Princi-

notdescribe the nature of the threat.
She declined to say more when asked.
“I can only tell you what I told parents,
thata potential threat was identi-

fied and deemed not credible by the
school safety team,” Guggenbergger

“These calls were a hoax — an act of
terrorism designed to create chaos
and stoke fear that can be exploited,”
Gov. Scott said.

said.

Gov. Phil Scottheld a press
conference after the hoax calls,
calling them “unnerving.’

“These calls were ahoax —
an act of terrorism designed to
create chaos and stoke fear that
can be exploited,” Scott said in
a statement. “These events are

pal Mary Guggenberger informed
parents that a KES staff member had
identified a potential threat.

“A threat assessment was con-
ducted and determined to be not
credible,” Guggenberger said in anote
to parents around 6:30 p.m. on Feb. 9.
“The relevant parties were provided
adequate resources to navigate the
situation.”

Guggenberger explained via an
email to the Mountain Times that the
threat was nota hoaxand was not as-
sociated with the threats received by
the other schools.

Guggenberger’s note to parents did

unnerving for everyone — students,
teachers, parents and Vermont-
ers. We can use this energy to come
together because unity is the most
powerful way to ensure terrorists do
not achieve their goals.”

Secretary of Education Dan French
asked for community support.

“These incidents can have a sig-
nificant and often traumatic impact
on students, staff and families,”
French said in a statement. “Schools
will be working hard in the coming
days to support their communities
aswe navigate the aftermath of this
incident”
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formed about Killington Forward before voting March 7 on Article 5.
What is Killington Forward?
St oiinon (ag palls 1w Itsreet o an o ralliomemanicipal WORKFORCE HOUSING SIX PEAKS VILLAGE AT KILLINGTON RESORT

I A S .
|
Killington Forward is a comprehensive, multi-phased plan to
bond) for Phase 1 of the project.

Killington F d
Inresponse to comments and questions heard around town, on
the slopes and at the public hearing, Jan. 30, the Killington Select
develop municipal water infrastructure, rebuild an improved Kil- .
lington Road, allow for the development of Six Peaks Village, and lay — R
the groundwork for workforce housing. It will be paid for by a combi-
nation of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) as well as some grants and

What is Tax Increment Financing (TIF)? . R . .

ATIF Districtisan area inwhich axrevenue generared fromnew | To learn more about Article 5 and plans to move Killington Forward join us:
development (in this case, the Six Peaks Village and Resort area) is

Board answers questions on what voters need to know to be in-
forgivable loans. On the March 2023 ballot, the town is asking voters MUNICIPAL WATER INFRASTRUCTURE NEWLY DESIGNED KILLINGTON ROAD
utilized for public projects (in this case, water and road infrastruc-

ture) that support the private investment in the District. ° U S C -

Taxes from the original value of a property continue to go to the F E B R UA RY 1 6 5 PM T E DAY M A R H 7 E Tt 1" E
state Education Fund and Killington’s annual budget. The “incre- Killington Grand Hotel - s I.Ll:p.
ment” is the difference between the original value of the property , A 7 A M _ 7 P M 4 -_‘$_1 t :il" '
and the developed value of the property. A portion of the taxes on the Resort's Community Update e
“incremental value” during and after development of the project can TE R S :1 r
be used to finance “TIF Debt” right away. H ek

Willvoting for Killington Forward affect my taxes? MAR C H6e7PM Tow n M e et n g D d y E ] -ris

No. The water and road projectin Phase 1is paid for by a com- Public Safetv Buildina/z v h T O ff'
bination of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) as well as a $2.3 million ublic Sare uilding/Zoom
ARPA grantand a $3.6 million fully forgivable loan for emerging v g ote at the fown Ices I'EARN MORE
contaminants. The cost of the project will be paid for by property
taxes incurred by the newly developed residential units and retail
spaces of Six Peaks Village.

What financial protection does the Town have

ifmoving forward with a developer?

The town spent much of 2022 negotiating a development AN ARTIST RENDITION OF THE SIX PEAKS
agreement with Great Gulf (the Six Peaks developer) to secure the — VILLAGE AT KILLINGTON RESORT.
financing of this infrastructure investment. This agreement was N
vetted by the state (Vermont Economic Progress Council) and a third
party economic consultant, who determined that this provides for
municipal protection for a project this size.

The development agreement states that Great Gulf will allow the
town toraise the land value to the needed assessment to raise enough
taxes to pay the bond. The taxes needed to cover debt service are pro-
portionately very small for the scale of the Great Gulf business entity.

The Development Agreement requires that the developer pays
the taxes in order to pay for the bond, regardless of economic condi-
tions. Conditions stay with the land regardless of the owner.

How will the town manage the long-term

intricacies of TIF financial management?

Killington’s Select Board created a new position specifically to
manage the financial and accounting scope of this project. Mark
DeCotawas hired as the Finance Director in 2022. In the proposed
FY24 budget, there is also an Assistant Accountant position recom-
mended, pending the passing of Article #5.

Who will own the water infrastructure and

will new users of the municipal water have to pay for it?

The town of Killington will be the owner of the water system. As
with any municipal water system, each user (including Great Gulf) will
be charged service fees to cover the operations and maintenance and
will be responsible for their own individual connections to the trans-
mission line. The capital cost of building the system will be covered by
the TIF and grants and will not create any additional fee for users.

WillIbe consulted if the road construction

or pipeinstallation affects my property?

The town will make every attempt to stay within its right of way.
However, if permission is needed for impact to private property, the
town will be in touch on a case by case basis.

What are we doing about workforce housing?

Access to clean municipal water is critical for the development of
any housing. In fact, affordable housing developers will not consider
sites without municipal water and the cost of providing water makes
the development of workforce housing unachievable.

The creation of this system will provide water down Killington

Road to Ravine Road in Phase 1 and will open up eventual opportu-
nities for parcels to be redeveloped or units to be added to existing
properties. Meanwhile, the town also is taking further steps to ensure
workforce housing will be secured on Killington Road. Details of
these efforts will be announced in the coming weeks.
How will parking be affected by the construction of Phase 1 and
the ultimate development of the Village? F R I M A R z 4 z 0 Z 3 4—6 P M
According to Michael Sneyd of Great Gulf, every space atKillington )
Resort thatis being displaced will be replaced. In addition, allnew con-
do units willhave 1g1nderground parking. Four parking areas will feed T H E LAS T RU N |.0 U N G E P I CO BAS E LO D G E
lifts, and a system of shuttles will become even more readily available.
How does the creation of new residential units in the village, PRESENTED by SHERBURNE/KILLINGTON HISTORIANS
which will primarily be second homes, help our community? and Distinguished Guest Panel 4
There is a shortage of available housing at all price points around R . . . 3
the entire state. In Killington, the problem has been magnified as Karl Acker, Frank Heald, Justin Lindholm, David Wright
second homeowners purchase the stock intended for year-round e 1 g AR TS S
residents. This addition of housing supply at Six Peaks will ease the
pressure both for residents and visitors. TOWN OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED FOR PRESIDENT'S DAY MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2023
Mike Solimano and Michael Sneyd have also indicated that Six T ———
Peaks Village will add new community gathering spaces, special TOWN OF KILLINGTON: 802-422-3241 Follow the prompts to reach the Dept of choice.
events, and year-round retail and hospitality interest.
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TOWN OF

KILLINGTON
VERMONT

NECESSITY
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Killington Selectboard has determined that the public interest
and necessity of the Town of Killington and its inhabitants require that real
property be acquired and municipal offices be constructed on 2046 US Route 4
in Killington (the “Project”); and

WHEREAS, it is estimated that the cost of the Project will be approximately
One Million Six Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,600,000); and

WHEREAS, this amount is too great to be paid out of the ordinary annual
income and revenue of the Town of Killington, even after applying all grants in
aid of the Project; and

WHEREAS, the Killington Selectboard has determined that, for the reasons
set forth above, authority to finance the Project through debt instruments for a
term of more than five years, is required;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Selectboard of the Town of
Killington that the proposition of incurring debt through issuance of such debt
instruments be submitted to the qualified votes of the Town of Killington in
the following form:

ARTICLE 4. Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Killing-
ton in an amount not to exceed One Million Six Hundred Thousand Dollars
($1,600,000), subject to reduction from available state and federal grants-in-
aid and the application of available reserves, to be financed for a period not to
exceed ten (10) years, be issued for the purpose of purchasing and renovating
the property at 2046 US Route 4, which includes the Post Office, to become the
new Town Hall.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED), that a vote on said proposition shall be con-
ducted by Australian Ballot at the annual Town Meeting to be held on Tuesday,
March 7, 2023 at the Killington Town Office, 2706 River Road, Killington,
Vermont at which meeting the polls will open at 7:00 A.M. and close at 7:00
PM.;and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Warning for the above-mentioned
Town Meeting shall be published in the Mountain Times on February 16, 23,
and March 2, 2023 and that the Warning for such meeting shall be posted in
five public places in the Town of Killington, and the same shall be posted on
the Town website.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Selectboard will hold a public infor-
mational hearing on the above-stated proposition on Monday, March 6, 2023,
at 7:00 PM. at the Killington Public Safety Building, 800 Killington Road,
Killington, Vermont.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Warning for the 2023 annual Town
Meeting is specifically approved for use in connection with the consideration
on the above-stated proposition of making public improvements and financing
the same for a term not to exceed ten (10) years.

Atthis stage of
the session, new

Taking shape

=

members and new o

committee chairs

b - ‘-

are settled in and

committees are busy
taking testimony

and amending their
priority bills for the
session. With dead-
lines to get bills out of

By Rep. Jim
Harrison

their initial commit-

tee soon after the

Town Meetingrecess, the next fewweeks will
determine the shape of the 2023 session.

By the end oflast week, one of the priori-
ties of House Judiciary Committee, H.89,
or medical shield bill, passed the House by
awide margin. The measure is intended to
provide protections to health care provid-
ers performing procedures that are legal in
Vermont, such as abortion, that maynotbe
legalin a state the patient is from.

Issues likely to be considered in the next
fewweeks:

Senate Natural Resources continues
to push ahead with S.5, the Clean
Heatbill, following pushback from
the Scottadministration and fuel
dealers on the expected jump in
heating fuel costs and conversions
to other heating systems.

House Environment and Energy is
taking up H.158, which expands the
1970s era bottle bill to wine and all

non-dairy beverages.
Ranked choice voting is back under
consideration with S.32, which al-
lows voters to rank candidates in the
presidential primary.
House Agriculture is considering
H.165, the continuation of universal
school meals, although itis not clear
what taxes will be raised to pay for
theinitiative.
House and Senate committees are
digging into major childcare legisla-
tion, including an expansion of pre-K
to all public schools for 3- and 4-year-
olds. The governor has proposed an
increase in assistance to families,
while manylegislators are looking
for amore expansive program that
would require new taxes.
Sports betting, H.127, isunder
consideration in the House Govern-
ment Operations Committee.
House and Senate committees are
reviewing bills to build out more
housingin Vermont, including
statewide changes to zoning restric-
tions and the permitting process. A
public hearing on housing will be
held Feb. 16 at 5:00 pm. To testify,
visit: LegislatureVermont.gov/
links/public-hearing-on-housing.
The hearing will also be available to
watch live on YouTube at the follow-
inglink: Tinyurl.com/mkjmuahf.
Harrison > 8
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TOWN OF

KILLINGTON
‘1 VERMONT

WARNING:

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING: March 6, 2023

&
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING: March 7, 2023

The legal voters of the Town of Killington, County of Rutland, State of Vermont are hereby warned
and notified to meet at the Killington Town Office at 2706 River Road in Killington on Tuesday, March
7,2023, from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. to vote by Australian ballot on the following Articles.

Legal voters are further warned that a public informational hearing will take place at the Killington
Public Safety Building at 800 Killington Road in Killington and via electronic means on Monday, March
6,2023, at 7:00 PM. For information on how to participate in this public informational hearing, please
see the Public Informational Hearing Notice and Agenda posted herewith.

Article 1. To elect the following town officers:

A moderator for a term of one year;

A selectboard member for a term of three years;
A town clerk for a term of three years;

A lister for a term of three years;

[ =

A cemetery commissioner for a term of three years;

-

. Alibrary trustee for a term of five years
rticle 2. Shall property taxes be paid in three installments: the first due August 15, 2023, and

overdue subject to interest after August 25, 2023; the second due November 15, 2023, and overdue
subject to interest after November 25, 2023; and the third due February 15, 2024, with the total tax

delinquent after February 25, 2024?

Article 3. Shall the voters approve total general fund expenditures of $6,409,784, of which an
estimated $378,945 shall be applied from the 2022 general fund balance, $4,367,100 shall be raised by
property taxes, and $1,735,700 in estimated non-property tax revenue for the fiscal year beginning July
1,2023?

Article 4. Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Killington in an amount not to
exceed One Million Six Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,600,000), subject to reduction from available
state and federal grants-in-aid and the application of available reserves, to be financed for a period not
to exceed ten (10) years, be issued for the purpose of purchasing and renovating the property at 2046
US Route 4 to become the new Town Hall?

Article 5. Shall the Town Selectboard be authorized to pledge the full faith and credit of the Town
to secure indebtedness or make direct payments for the purpose of funding one or more public
improvements and related costs attributable to projects serving the Tax Increment Financing (TIF)
District, specifically:

a) Projects: acquire and construct a municipal water system; construct new roads and
upgrade existing roads and acquire those roads to ensure future maintenance.
(b) Related Costs: payment of or reimbursement for TIF eligible related costs

incurred by the Town for the creation, implementation and administration of the TIF
District, including costs paid to outside vendors, consultants, and various related fees
and other expenses related to the TIF District, as well as direct municipal expenses
such as departmental or personnel costs related to creating or administering the
District to the extent they are paid from the municipal and not education incremental
taxes and are otherwise reimbursed in accordance with law; in a total principal
amount not to exceed $47,000,000 (which will bring the total TIF District debt
approved since the TTF District’s creation to $47,000,000) and to issue bonds, notes

or make interfund loans for such purpose, in one or more series, and expend up to
$650,000 for related costs, which will bring the total related costs authorized by voters
t0$650,000, with the understanding that tax increment from the properties within the
TIF District shall be pledged and appropriated for the payment of such indebtedness
or direct costs of the improvements?

OPEN 11-5PM THURSDAY-SUNDAY & MONDAY 12-5PM

SOUP DOG
KILLINGTON

A
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Civility, respect in
the public square

By Gov. Phil Scott

Editor’s Note: At his weekly press conference Tuesday, Gov-
ernor Phil Scott addressed concerning incidents seen at youth
sporting events over the past several months, and the need
Jor everyone to work to be better role models. A transcript of
Scott’s remarks follows.

Good afternoon. Iwant to start today by addressing some
concerning incidents we've seen over the past few months
atyouth sporting events, from spectators in the stands us-
ingracial slurs at players of color, to the tragic violence in
Alburghrecently.

Now, Iunderstand the passion surrounding sports, but
it’s clear we have a problem, and we should not tolerate the
hate. And it’s not just at these events, or sporting events in
general, or unique to Vermont. I believe it’s a symptom of
amuch deeper problem, where there’s far too much anger,
and alack of respectin our society. We're constantly being
divided into camps, whether it’s politics, religion, race, or
social issues. Everything has turned into “us versus them.”

Too many want to stoke fear — raise the temperature —
which can sometimes lead to violence.

We see politicians convince their supporters that the
other side is the “enemy,” and some in the national media
choose to ramp up conflicts to get more views... or increase
their ratings. And when both politicians and (political com-
mentators) are successful with those strategies, they end up
pitting neighbors against neighbors.

Unfortunately, over the past several years, we're seeing
more and more of that build up, and boil over. Itleads to big
problems, like storming the capitol, but also on a smaller scale,
like whathappened in Alburgh.

None of us should find this acceptable, and all of us have an
obligation to tone down the rhetoric, recognize the humanity
in everyone, including those we disagree with, and justbe bet-
ter role models for our kids.

The idea that a brawl would It's never
break outamongst adults, in front
of their kids at a middle school too late to
basketbe.lll game, is just plai.n sad. be a better
Our kids watch us every single
day and many of them want to be person.

justlike us. What message are we
sending, what are we teaching them about how to handle
disagreements, when this is what they see?

I'think we should all ask ourselves what we can we do in
our everyday lives to help bring down the temperature a bit
and be a better human being.

Maybe it’s deciding not to wade into that keyboard feud
on social media with someone you've never met. Maybe
instead of flipping off the driver who cutyou off, you let it go,
and reflect on the fact that you've probably made a mistake
or two behind the wheel as well.

We also have aresponsibility in this building too, from
public servants, to lobbyists, and those who report on it. Not
every disagreement has to be a “battle” ora “fight.”

I'think almost everyone here just wants to make Vermont
abetter place. So let’s use that as the starting point.

Now, reasonable people can disagree on the issues. In
fact, it’s healthy to do so. But it doesn’t mean we're not try-
ing to do what we think is best, and it certainly doesn’t mean
we don’t care about the wellbeing of others. We just have
different thoughts and approaches on howto get there.

Itall comes down to respect and civility, and doing our part
to calm things down a bit when tensions are high, and things
getheated. At the end of the day, whether you're a parent, co-
worker, public servant, orleader in any capacity, the things we
say and do carry much more weight than we might think.

So before acting, justremember—regardless of age—
we're all role models for someone, and we all need to play
our part. And it’s never too late to be a better person.
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Second Guessing Biden by Monte Wolverton, Battle Ground, WA

Vote yes for
Killington
Forward

Dear Editor,

I'amwriting to encourage
allresidents of Killington
tovote 'yes' on March 7, for
Killington forward, Article 5,
on the town ballot.

Whether you are a senior
citizen, asI am, oranew
young familyrecently settled
in our town, Killington For-
ward will have a profound
effecton us and future resi-
dents foryears to come.

Commit
to making
Killington

relevant into
the future.

Clean water, anewly de-
signed Access Road, afford-
able housing and the new
Six Peaks Village are all part
of a comprehensive plan to
propel us into the future.

With the Resort provid-
ing four season recreation,
we already attract new
business, residents and visi-
tors. With TIF financing and
grants to help pay for this
new development, we will
continue to be one of the
top rated Vermont towns.
We need to support the hard
work and effort our town
officials have put forth to
make all of this possible.

Our newice skating rink

Forward - 7

School board to hold another
meeting on Feb. 27 in response to
parents’ express safety concerns

Dear Editor,

The WCUUSD School
Board thanks everyone who
joined our Feb. 6 meeting. We
heard your concerns, stories,
and desire for better commu-
nication and transparency
regarding student safety.

Board members also
continue to receive emails
and to have conversations
with parents and com-
munity members. Itis
truly encouraging to see
so many people dedicated
to the safety of our schools
and the wellbeing of our
students and school com-
munity.

Afterlistening and
considering next steps, the
board will take the follow-
ingactions:

To enable continued
community involvement
in thisimportantissue and
to promote transparency
of School Board decision-
making, a dedicated board
meeting will be held Feb.
27 at6:30 p.m. with public
commentand open board
discussion.

To further enable con-
tinued community involve-
mentand information
gathering, parents, faculty,
and students will be invited
to complete a survey about
school culture.The School
Board will discuss the re-
sults to further evaluate the
strengths and needs of our

schools.

To evaluate the effective-
ness of our current student
behavior policies, school
district staff will prepare a
reportand recommenda-
tions to the School Board
on the positive behavior
interventions & supports
(PBIS) system currently in
use in our schools to under-
stand what’s working and
what needs to be improved.

To address student
behavioral concerns at
WES, school staff will work
with the district finance
team to provide areport
and recommendations with
associated costs for adding
anew WES administrator
position.

To improve communi-
cation and transparency
to our communities, the
School Board policy com-
mittee will work to draft and
adoptnew policies regard-
ing emergency response,
school safety, and commu-
nication.

To further improve com-
munication and transpar-
ency to our communities, a
new page will be added to
the WCSU website dedi-
cated to school safety. It
willinclude the policies
and procedures that guide
decision making and what
trainingis in place for

School safety > 7

Vermont
House passes
bill to protect

women'’s rights

in other states
Dear Editor,

The Vermont State
House of Representatives
closed the week by approv-
ing one of the mostimpor-
tantbills I believe will come
before us this year.

Vermonters overwhelm-
ingly went to the polls in
November and showed
they wantreproductive
freedom and access to
abortion protected in our
state. Every single commu-
nity in Vermont approved
Article 22, which has now
enshrined theserightsin
our state constitution.

Vermonthas also con-
sistently been a state where
transgender rights are re-
spected and the lifesaving im-
portance of gender affirming
care has been acknowledged.
In the previous biennium
the Legislature approved a
resolution confirming this
and condemning states
thatdo notfollowmedically
established best practicesin
regards to such medical care.

In other states, the rights
ofwomen are under attack
with draconian anti-abor-
tionlaws. In other states
best medical practices are
consistently ignored and
there have been a wave of
anti-trans laws targeting

H.89 > 7
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CAPITAL QUOTES
Gov. Nikki Haley, 51, of South Carolina
announced her campaign for president in 2024
on Tuesday, Feb. 14. She's the only candidate to

join Donald Trump so far, though a few others
are expected to announce their campaign soon...

“Republicans have lost the popular vote
in seven out of the last eight presidential
elections. That has to change...You should

know this about me: I don’t put up with
bullies. And when you kick back, it hurts

them more if you're wearing heels,’

said Nikki Haley, announcing her candidacy,
Tuesday.

“Nikki suffers from something that’s a very
tough thing to suffer from: She’s overly
ambitious,’

said Donald Trump in an interview with Hugh
Hewitt earlier this month, according to Fox News.

“I think that, certainly, people here are
willing to consider options other than
Trump,’

said Mick Mulvaney, a former member of
Congress from South Carolina who was
Trump's acting White House chief of staff.

“She started out as a Never Trumper
before resigning to serve in the Trump
admin. She then resigned early to go
rake in money on corporate board. Now,
she’s telling us she represents a ‘new
generation. Sure just looks like more of
the same, a career politician whose only
fulfilled commitment is to herself,’

Taylor Budowich, a former Trump spokesperson
and head of MAGA Inc., said in a statement.

COMMENTARY

Police accountability is a
public safety issue

By James Lyall

Editor’s note: James Lyall is the executive

director of ACLU of Vermont.

The Vermont affiliates of the NAACP and
ACLU this month invited to Montpelier five
family members whose loved ones were lost
to police violence, and who are a part of the
Love Not Blood Campaign. Their stories are

apowerful reminder
that our ongoing work
to bring more oversight
and accountability to
policingis a matter of life
and death, particularly
in overpoliced commu-
nities of color.

They also remind
us that Vermont is not

an outlier or an exception. Our criminal
legal system has some of the worst racial
disparities in the country, and police data
from across the state confirms what so
many Black Vermonters continue to tell us:
year afteryear: people of color are stopped,
searched, ticketed, and prosecuted at much
higher rates than their white counterparts.

Black people account for 6% of the popula-

tion, but 21% of arrests. Burlington police

Vermont police data
released in 2016,
2017, 2018, and 2020
all reached similar
conclusions.

Take Burlington, for example, where

lastyear were twice as likely to keep Black
people in custody than white people, and
halfas likely to send Black people to diver-
sion as an alternative to incarceration.
Studies of Vermont police datareleased in

2016,2017,2018, and
2020 all reached similar
conclusions.
Unfortunately,
asinyears past, law
enforcement officials
continue to insist that
police should be left to
police themselves, while
denying or downplay-

ing the extent of racial profiling in Vermont
communities. Some go so far as to suggest
thatimproving police oversight could deter
police recruitment, as ifwe can’t expect new
officers to be held accountable to the laws
and values of the communities they serve.
It's a cynical argument and a false
choice, and Vermonters should reject it.

Accountability > 8

H.89: vermont House has passed a ‘shield bill' to protect health care providers

from page 6
transgender children and
their supportive families.
Thisis horrifying enough
on its own, butsome states
have also adopted a series
oflaws that target health
care providers in other
states who provide abor-
tion services or gender
affirming care to residents
of their state. This over-
reachis meantto intimidate
and have a chilling effect
beyond their own state bor-
ders. It is ameans to attempt
to erode freedoms and
preventimportant medical
care in other states like ours.

To counter this, the
Vermont House of Repre-
sentatives passed H.89. This

isa “shield bill” that clearly
establishes that Vermont
will not assist such states in
anyinvestigations regard-
ingactionsin Vermont that
they claim violate their
anti-abortion or anti-
transgender laws, nor will
we honor any subpoenas or
warrants that may emerge
from such investigations in
other states.

In passing H.89 your
state representatives have
made clear that we will
protect our health care
providers and be a safe
haven for anyone who runs
afoul oflaws in other states
that attack women’s ability
to make their own choices

about their bodies or at-
tempt to block best medical
practices for transgender
children. Vermonters can
be proud of what this says
about our state.

Thebill passed by alarge
margin in the House: 130-
13.Looking atitthrough a
locallens, every Rutland
County representative
except one voted in favor of
this bill. It moves on now to
the Senate. Thope both the
Senate and the governor
actas quickly as possible
to approve this bill and get
these important protections
inplace.

Rep. William Notte,

Rutland city

Forward:
from page 6
was a small step in response
to the continuing needs of
our community. Now it’s
time to take a giant step by
supporting Article 5 and
commit to making Killing-
tonrelevantinto the future.
Itwill add to our tax base
and promote opportunities
for growth in many areas for
alongtime to come.
Iurge you to vote yes for
Killington forward, Article 5.
Gerrie Russell,

Killington

School safety: District board invites comment

from page 6
school staff.

The meeting Monday,
Feb. 27, will take place at
6:30 p.m. in the WUHSMS
Teagle Library, with the
agenda published soon.

We invite all parents
and community members
to come, listen, share your
thoughts and concerns, and
to continue this important
discussion as we work
together to improve safety,
behavior and education for
all of our students.

Five new school board
members are needed, one
from Plymouth, one from
Bridgewater, one from
Killington and two from
Woodstock.

We invite you to consider
joining the School Board
aswe seek to elevate the
importance of education in
our communities.

Keri Bristow, WCUUSD
School Board Chair

Ben Ford, WCUUSD
School Board Vice-Chair



§: OPINION.

The Mountain Times * Feb. 15-21, 2023

KILLINGTON

: ==

We are stocked with nonperishable food, paper goods

& cleaning supplies. Any person in need, please call to

arrange a pickup. Donations accepted. Please call Nan
Salamon, 422-9244 or Ron Willis, 422-3843.

Sherburne UCC “Little White Church,” Killington, VT

NORTHERN
SKI WORKS

30% OFF
STOREWIDE
SALE

*some exclusions apply

NORTI
SKIWORKS

\@

Killington
(802) 422-9675
Killington Road

(802) 228-3344
Main St., Ludlow, VT

Shop online at: Northernski.com

TIF bond: Killington Select Board holds second public hearing on Article 5, explains TIF tool to finance debt

from page 1

beauthorized to... secureindebtedness... not to exceed
$47,000,000... with the understanding that taxincrement
from the properties within the TIF District shall be pledged
and appropriated for the payment of such indebtedness or
direct costs of the improvements?”

Selectman Chris Karr said the plan meets both the town’s
needs and the developer’s. Killington needs municipal water,
improved roads, and more housing at all levels; the developer
for Six Peaks Village needs basic water and road infrastruc-
ture to get the project off the ground, he explained.

“If voters approve Article 5, they will be approving needed
municipal infrastructure atno cost to taxpayers,” Select Board
member Jim Haffadded. “It's the added value of the land in
the TIF district that will cover the cost of the town’s bond pay-
ments over time — and that’s guaranteed.”

All of Phase 1 (water and road) will be paid for with Tax
Increment Financing (TIF) — a tool for approved municipali-
ties to finance publicinfrastructure serving a designated TTF
districtand spur private development that wouldn’thappen
“but for” that initial municipal investment. New private de-
velopment incrementally increases the value of the grand list
and thatincrementis used to pay the municipal bonds.

Thus, it does not raise municipal taxes.

By the numbers

Stephanie Clarke, vice president of White + Burke, real
estate advisor to the Killington Forward project again
explained how the TIF math for Phase 1 works specifically at

the hearing Monday:

$52 million in infrastructure investment ($47 million of
which to be voted on for debtin Phase 1) will produce an esti-
mated $295 million in increased property value. Taxes on that
increased value will be used to pay off the bond debt.

Additionally, the town has secured $2.3 million from an
ARPA grantand $3.6 million in drinking water in an “Emerg-
ing Contaminants” forgivable loan.

The plan

Thelong awaited Six Peaks Village has an Act 250 permit
for over 32,000 square feet of commercial space, approxi-
mately 239 new units ofhousing consisting of condos, town-
homes, and single-family homes. (The town’s financing plan
requires only a portion of the village to be developed to cover
its Phase 1 investment costs — only 180 units.)

Great Gulf, the developer, has guaranteed the minimum
bond paymentin a development agreement with the town

signed Oct. 28, 2022. Great Gulfis the second largest private
home builder in the United States, building about 5,000 units
ayearintheU.S.

“The developer has agreed for us to raise their property
value to pay for the bond,” Haff explained. “If the developer
doesn’t pay, it goes to atax sale, and ... the developer is
pledging 180 units will be sold, if they're not they still have to
cover that cost.”

The annual costto pay off a debt of the $47 million bond,
starts at $2.5 million and grows to $4 million, Michael Sneyd,
president of the North American Resort Residential division
of Great Gulf further specified.

What'sinit for residents?

In short: amunicipal water system that ensures water
quality and quantity along Killington Road and anew and
improved Killington Road, including new sidewalks, bus pull-
offs, pedestrian crosswalks, intersection improvements, light-
ing, new fire hydrants, and landscaping improvements (all of
which were needed, but would have been an unreasonable
burden to taxpayers without TIF).

Workforce housing

Another common concern amongresidentis the need for
workforce housing.

“Municipal water and sewer are required before housing
trusts will talk to us,” said Haff. “We have sewer, but we need
aplan for water before we can even begin the conversation
aboutworkforce rate development. All this is contingenton a
positive vote on Article 5. We simply need that to get started.”

Atthe Resort’s communityupdate this Thursday, Feb. 16,
an announcementis expected to be made regarding plans
and possibly the location for a planned workforce housing
development.

Timing

If Article 5 passes on Town Meeting Day, March 7,
projects will begin this coming spring and summer 2023.
Those projects include the beginning of the municipal water
system in “The Flats,” the road from Route 4 to Anthony
Way and the drywater line in that section for future use and
the beginning of the Six Peaks Village. The newroad in the
village will be constructed in 2024. The first phase of the
municipal water system is expected to be completed by the
end of 2024 or early 2025.

For more information and past stories related to TIF and
Killington Forward, visit: mountaintimes.info/tif.

Accountability: Policing practices examined

from page 7

The factis, we can have
both safer communities and
more accountable police. As
the Love Not Blood Cam-
paign reminds us, true public
safety—encompassing
all community members,
including those who are
overpoliced and discrimi-
nated against—requires
more police accountability,
notless.

The good newsis that
Vermonters have ample
opportunities this year to
win overdue police reforms.
Towns like Bennington
and Burlington—both with
long histories of biased
policing—are considering
whether to empower civil-
ian oversight of their police
departments.

Related citizen oversight
legislation is up for consid-
eration in the State House,
along with several other
police reform proposals.

One would limit police en-
forcement of minor vehicle
infractions that are often
used as pretexts for traffic
stops, and could drastically
reduce profiling and racial
disparities in traffic en-
forcement. Another would
prevent police from lying to
childrenin interrogations, a
practice thatis still allowed
inVermontand has been
known to contribute to false
confessions and wrongful
convictions.

Asour state considers
ways to enhance police ac-
countability and reimagine
law enforcement’s role in our
communities, itisimpera-
tive that we prioritize racial
justice and center the voices
ofthose who are impacted
byunjust policing practices.

Vermontvoters and their
representatives have some
golden opportunities to do
that thisyear.

Harrison: Legislative priorities are shaping up
from page 4

¢  House General & Housingis taking up H.66, the
paid family leave bill. The measure provides up to
12 weeks of paid leave for each employee and is
funded by anew payroll tax on wages. Scott favors
avoluntary plan that does notrequire new taxes. A
lobbyist for one of the organizations supporting the
bill, has suggested lawmakers ignore the governor’s
concerns and override his veto if it comes to that.

e  Senate Appropriationsis expected to complete its
work on the annual Budget Adjustment Act, H.145,
this week. It is unknown how they will consider
Scott’s objection to the extra $90 million of spending
the House added to its version of the bill, including
another $21 million to continue the hotel voucher
program withoutrestrictions.

e Sen, Ruth Hardy, D-Addison, along with 10 co-
sponsors, introduced S.66, which aims to limit
school choice to only public schools with a couple of
exceptions, like Burr and Burton and St. Johnsbury
Academy. Other independent or private schools
would no longer be eligible to receive public tuition
payments under the proposal.

The 2023 session is scheduled to wrap up by early to mid-
May. The ultimate shape of what'’s to come may be in the
eyes of the beholder. Stay tuned....

Jim Harrison is a state house representative for Chitten-
den, Killington, Mendon and Pittsfield. He can be reached at:
JHarrison@leg.state.vt.us or harrisonforvermont.com.
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WORDPLAY SUDOKU

'LIBRARY" word search: Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally and backwards Solutions - 31

/I R ES E AR CHUTITIIULSUPUFNSU B\ HOW to Play
S UKPTLEMWTDQUGENR RE N A E W koo nulnecl e
L Q L S UDCWE DB A I N H D S R R U | oo coumn orblock Whenyodve il e
A T F U L D B c A T A L 0 G L T Y L S I entire grid the puzzle is solved.
Cc F L P GYINW HWAOQT CRETURNIEY
I PN M KOBULUPOCOMZ®PUTEI RS LT
D UQ AL P HADBETTITU CALUB BGILI
0 0L CF I NMWHUZPEI KU KW QO KENUDOY
I NA I DMOQT CHETCKU OUTTIUTIRTD
R K HS WMEMO®BEIRU®PTULILOWBIBUDP U
E M T DRAUCOCDUDTOLUPDBFKNUDOT
P E A TTTI OMHOOOTEIU RTETLNIKTIAS
P E R EFEIRENTGCEGTLTIA AT FTCUBILY
Q T AY S UBGDUPWTIIBMHILIRMTECECND GQK
E I P NT OBNEMUB R QYD ONIKILM
L NNF OO S CKI RATIKUIKUZPUOTIET
R GH KR HTI OARWRTFYTTIUMMUHND O
R GS R OLRIRTIIULYOQSHNET CMWTCSG
G N O HLHYATIOBIBUWDNUIBMMTRG S S
Q. W E Q G Y NWOQMTITUD GQTLGMWMD O S/
ALPHABETICAL  CARD LEARNING PERIODICALS RETURN
BINDING CATALOG LIBRARIAN QUIET SCHOOL ?
BOOKS CHECKOUT LIBRARY REFERENCE STUDY q‘/“m W&a,
BORROW COMPUTERS MEETING RESEARCH
CAMPUS GENRE MEMBER
| am a singer and actress born
in California on February 15, 1986. |
T EER EEET LT unsuccessfully auditioned for
“American Idol” when | was 17.
Zaliilzns =4 12 However, | rose to fame on a television
CLUES ACROSS 51. Ropes 1 series about a high school chorus.

1. River in Tuscany 56. Ear part
5. Away to represent 57. Investment vehicle

2 .
8. Rocker’s guitar 58. Dictator 0 Aopry 1oquty “tomsuy
12. Civil Rights group 59. Cainand __
14. Brew 60. A type of code
15. Scratch 61. Border river along
16. W. Asian country India and Nepal
18. The Eye Network 62. It's what's for I'ocAI' PEOPI'E'
19. Clarified butter dinner
20. Part of the Cas- 63. Consume LocAL SERVIGE'
cade Range 64. Christian _,
21. Downwind designer H 0 M E CO M FO RT
22. Away to steer I
26. Not ingested 1. Cuckoos
30. Swampy coniferous 2. Skin issue = HEATING - Boilers, * Fuel Stops
forest 3. City in central Japan Furnaces, * Fuel storage tanks
31. Musician 4. Sorrels Space Heatin .
32. Signing 5. Twinned diamond P g Propane &
33. Containing iron 6. Canadian province * Heat pumps Fuel Delivery
34. Part of a theorem 7. Monetary units = Water heaters * Tank monitoring
ggp\r/‘"if il g 2933 h°”°?°_ ) « Generators * 24/7 Emergency
. Veterans battle- . Goddess of wisdom . Service
ground (slang) 10. Part of a play Smart Home
42. Of enormous 11. Get rid of
proportions 13. Applicant 27. No (Scottish) 38. Score perfectly 43. Belch
44. Italian city 17. Bowling alleys have  28. Make a mistake 40. Coat a metal with an 44. Member of U.S. Navy Keyser Energy
46. Come before many 29. Credit card term oxide coat 45.%In__”: separate from Propane ¢ Oil « Biofuel
47. Balm 24. Explosive 35. Keyboard key 41. Deadly disease others
49. Undergarments 25. “The Say Hey Kid" 36. Woman (French) 42. Aplace to dock a boat 47. Examine extensively Call us now at 866-326-0535
50. Male parent 26. Ultrahigh frequency 37. In the middle of (abbr.) 48. Adjust
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WEDNESDAY
FEB. 15

Early Literacy Playgroup

10 a.m.-noon Fox Room, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St, Rutland.
Free. A fun playgroup for your 2-5 year old. Miss Allie, A certified
teacher hosts.

Storytime!

10:30-11 a.m. Kimball Library, 67 N Main St, Randolph. Free. Join
Kimball Library for songs, books, and crafts during storytime.
Recommended for ages 2-6 but all are welcome. The event will be held
outside, weather permitting. For more info visit kimballlibrary.org.

Winter Story Time

10:30-11:30 a.m. Fletcher Memorial Library, 88 Main Street, Ludlow.
Free. Story Time is the perfect opportunity for children and caregivers
to make new friends, practice early literacy and language skills and
have fun! Each week features stories, songs and hands on art or STEM
activities. For more info visit: fminews.org.

Vermont Historical Society announces its Winter
Speaker Series. African Americans in Vermont,

1790-1870 with Jane Williamson.

12-1 p.m. 09 State Street Pavilion Building (next to the State House),
Montpelier. Jane Williamson has been researching and documenting
the lives of Black Vermonters for more than a decade. Many of

these Vermonters were highly successful and integrated into their
communities as church members, parents of schoolchildren, farmers,
and homeowners. Their stories have often been overlooked, and
Williamson brings to bear a variety of research methods and questions
to highlight their contributions to Vermont history. For more info
visit:vermonthistory.org

Saving the American Chestnut

6-7:30 p.m. Fox Room, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St, Rutland.
Free. Tom Estill of the VT/NH Chapter of The American Chestnut
Foundation speaks on the history of the American Chestnut tree and
recent scientific discoveries revealing the exciting possibility of a new
blight resistant American Chestnut tree to be released into the wild. For
more info visit: rutlandfree.org.

Movers and Shakers

11 a.m. Godnick Center, 1 Deer Street in Rutland. Free. A program

of low-impact exercise is designed for people with Parkinson’s, or
anyone else who wishes to maintain or improve flexibility, strength, and
balance in a supportive and relaxing environment. Start your week off
right and work out with us. Call 802-773-1853 to reserve your spot. For
more information call 802-236-2543 or email: mroussel01@comcast.
net.

Rutland Free Library Book Club Book Club
1:00—3:00 p.m. Fox Room, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St.,
Rutland. Free. Your monthly book discussion group, all are welcome!
For more info visit: rutlandfree.org or for questions, please contact
facilitator Al Wilkinson at alwilkin@comcast.net.

Public skate

3-4:10 p.m. Union Arena, 80 Amsden Way in Woodstock. $6 ages 13-
up, $5 ages 4-12, free ages 3-under. Rental Skates are available! $6/
pair. Rink is open for public skate! UnionArena.org

RNESU School Board Meetlng

5-6 p.m. Otter Valley Union High School Library, 2997 Franklin Street
in Brandon or online/dial In. Free. Join to discuss pertinent issues. All
board information, including a link to participate are available at: rnesu.
org.

F|79ure Drawing with Live Model

5-7 p.m. Chaffee Art Center, 16 South Main Street in Rutland. Cost

is $20. 3rd Wednesday of each month from 5-7 p.m. Bring your own
supplies. Sign up for 4 weeks at $60 or $20 per class. Must RSVP. For
more info visit: chaffeeartcenter.org.

Keb Mo' at Paramount Theatre

7:30 p.m. 30 Center Street in Rutland. Tickets: $40, $50, $60, $70 +
tax/fees. Please note: Complimentary vouchers are not redeemable for
this performance.With five GRAMMYs, 14 Blues Foundation Awards,
and a groundbreaking career spanning nearly 50 years under his belt,
Keb’ Mo’ stands as one of the most accomplished and respected
artists working in contemporary roots music today. For more info
visit:paramount.org.

THURSDAY
FEB. 16

Tomasio: Abstractions of a Metaphorical

World.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Castleton University Bank Gallery, 104
Merchants Row in Rutland. Thomas Hacker or Tomasio’s
robust energetic acrylic paintings explode off the canvas
is every imaginable hue. These multilayered works

ask the viewer to look into themselves to find the
organization and abstract forms shifting in the pigment.
For more info visit: castleton.edu/arts/art-galleries.

Bone Builders Mendon Seniors

10 a.m. Roadside Chapel, 1680 Townline Road,
Mendon. Free. Join Mendon Seniors for their bone
building session every Tuesday and Thursday. For more
info call Pat 802-422-3368.

Circle of Parents

10 a.m. Virtual. Free. Virtual. Circle of Parents is a
professionally facilitated, peer led self-help support group
for parents and other caregivers. Participants meet weekly
for 60-90 minutes online in virtual meetings. For more info
and to join a group contact Amber at amenard@pcavt.org or
802-498-0603.

Killington Bone Builders

10 a.m. Sherburne Memorial Library, 2998 River Road,
Killington. Free. In the meeting room at Sherburne
Memorial Library. Weights provided. For more info visit:
sherburnelibrary.org.

Homeschool Club: Musical Instrument

Petting Zoo

11 a.m.-Noon Fox Room, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St.,
Rutland. Free. Join us in the Fox Room for this Homeschool

Club gathering. Ms. Helen from Green Mountain Music

is providing us with a Musical Instrument Petting Zoo! She’ll be here
with a ton of her instruments for you to test out. For more info visit:
rutlandfree.org.

Drive-up pick-up meals

12 p.m. Godnick Center, 1 Deer Street, Rutland. $3.50 donation ages
65+, $6 fee under age 65. Reservations required. Godnick Center, in
partnership with Southwestern Vermont Council on Aging and Meals
on Wheels, is providing drive-up pick-up meals on Mondays and
Thursdays at noon at the Godnick Center. For more info. visit namivt.
org/support/peer-support-groups.

Circle of Parents in Recovery
3 p.m. Virtual. Free. Support group meets weekly online on Thursdays
from 3-4:30 p.m. For more info visit: pcavt.org.

NAMI Connection peer support group

3 p.m. Virtual. Free. Struggling with managing your mental health?
NAMI Connection Peer Support Group can help. This is a free,
90-minute recovery support group for people living with a mental health
condition. For more info visit: namivt.org.

Circle of Parents for Grandparents
4 p.m. Virtual. Free. Meets weekly online. Run by Prevent Child Abuse
VT. For more info visit: pcavt.org.

Kids’ Painting Class

4-5:30 p.m. Chaffee Art Center, 16 South Main Street in Rutland.
$25.00 Learn to paint an ow! with arylic paint on canvas. For more info
visit: chaffeeartcenter.org.

Yoga with Kellie
4-5 p.m. Rutland Free Library 10 Court St, Rutland. Free. Join Kellie for
yoga weekly in the Fox Room. For more info visit: rutlandfree.org.

VINS: A Forest of Lights

5-7 p.m. VINS, 149 Natures Way, Quechee. $10/adults. $5/youth (4-17).
The VINS Forest Canopy Walk and surrounding woodland will take on
a festive look and feel this winter. Covered in thousands of lights, the
Forest Canopy Walk will glow with magic and enchantment. Visitors are
invited to stroll through the immersive forest of lights and experience
the peace and wonder of the Forest Canopy Walk at night. For more
info or to purchase tickets visit vinsweb.org.

S|8p N Dip at Chaffee Art Center

6-8 p.m. Chaffee Art Center, 16 South Main Street in Rutland. Cost
is $35. Perfect for a date night or just out with friends! Attendees
follow along with an instructor and leave with a finished painting.
Must pre-register for this event at info@chaffeeartcenter.org or at
chaffeeartcenter.square.site.

FEB. 17-25

Film Noir Series Wallingford Town Hall, a Classic
Film “D.0.A.”

7-9 p.m. 75 School Street in Wallingford. Free. These noir films are all
about guys and gals that never get a break, but they don’t give up!
There’s always a new caper to solve. Insightful commentary that will
welcome audience participation. Please remember to bring a comfy
cushion for our humble metal folding chairs. For more info email:
jordan.jankus@gmail.com.

Ogen m: basketball

7-9 p.m. Killington Elementary School Gymnasium, 686 School House
Road, Killington. $5 at the door or $20 for a 10-visit punch card. Open
gym will run until March. Thursdays will be basketball. The cost of

entry is either $5 at the door or you can purchase a 10-visit punch card
for ¥20. Cash payments or checks will be accepted, no credit cards.
You may not purchase punch cards in advance. For more info visit:

FRIDAY
FEB. 17

Tomasio: Abstractions of a Metaphorical World.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Castleton University Bank Gallery, 104 Merchants
Row in Rutland. Thomas Hacker or Tomésio’s robust energetic acrylic
paintings explode off the canvas is every imaginable hue. These
multilayered works ask the viewer to look into themselves to find the
organization and abstract forms shifting in the pigment. For more info
visit: castleton.edu/arts/art-galleries.

Rutland Winterfest: A Forest Tale

9 a.m. Pine Hill Trails, at Giorgetti Park, 2 Oak Street Extension in
Rutland. Free. Walk the Lower Giorgetti trail at Pine Hill Park and
discover a forest tale along the trail. Dress warm and for walking in
the woods. A winter tale will be up all of February.Take photos of
your adventure and tag @comealiveoutside on FB and Instagram
to have your photos featured on our social media! Rutlandrec.com/
winterfestevents.

Great Backyard Bird Count

Anytime Anywhere. Free. Join birdwatchers around the world for the
Great Backyard Bird Count. You can count on any or all of the four
days for little as 15 minutes, or as long as you want. This is a great
activity for families (and shut-ins)! Count birds in your backyard or
your favorite outdoor location. For more info on the event and how to
participate: Birdcount.org or birding@rutlandcountyaudubon.org.

Magic of Maple @ Billings Farm & Museum

10 a.m.-4 p.m. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Road in
Woodstock. Cost is $5 for youth, $10 adult. Learn all about maple
syrup traditions in Vermont and enjoy the beautiful Billings Farm &
Museum site in winter. Vermont's rich maple history will be on display
through photographs from the Top Acres Farm and Billings Farm
collection, and a showcase of tools used for tapping, sugaring, and
processing. For more info visit: billingsfarm.org.
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All about the arts for ages 3-5

11 a.m.-12 p.m. Chaffee Art Center, 16 South Main Street, Rutland.
Free. Students will have fun creating and doing activities with art,
music, literature, and more with instructor Lori Sullivan. One free
book per student will be given weekly (while supplies last) thanks to
our partners at Rutland Free Library. Adult must accompany children
under age 4 and must pre-register by Wednesday each week. The
class requires a minimum of three students. For more info visit
chaffeeartcenter.org.

Art Adventures for ages 2-5

9:30-10:30 a.m. Chaffee Art Center, 16 South Main Street, Rutland.
$20/class. Every Friday students will create an art project based on an
adventure into the land of Book Nook Discovery. One free book will be
given every class thanks to our partners at Rutland Free Library. For
more info visit chaffeeartcenter.org.

Lego Play

2-5 p.m. Kimball Library, 67 N Main St, Randolph. Free. Come to the
Kimball library on Friday afternoons for free play and creative building.
For more info visit kimballlibrary.org.

Tube to the Tunes

3:30-5:30 p.m. Jackson Gore Village at Okemo Ski Resort in Ludlow.
Free. Come snowtubing at Jackson Gore this season! Cruise down the
course and enjoy tunes from DJ Dave under the lights. For more info
visit: okemo.com.

La Leche League of Rutland County

3:30-4:30 p.m. Fox RoomRutland Free Library10 Court St , Rutland.
Free. LLL is a free breastfeeding peer support group, we offer

peer support and helpful information related to parents and their
breastfeeding journey. For more info visit: rutlandfree.org.

VINS: A Forest of Lights
5-7 p.m. VINS, 149 Natures
Joining the festivities this year will be Boston Bruins national anthem

singer Todd Angilly, a For more info or to purchase tickets visit vinsweb.

org.

SATURDAY
FEB. 18

Tomasio: Abstractions of a Metaphorical World

8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Castleton University Bank Gallery, 104 Merchants
Row in Rutland. Thomas Hacker or Tomasio’s robust energetic acrylic
paintings explode off the canvas is every imaginable hue. These
multilayered works ask the viewer to look into themselves to find the
organization and abstract forms shifting in the pigment. For more info
visit: castleton.edu/arts/art-galleries.

Audubon West Rutland Marsh Monitoring Walk

8 a.m. Meet at the marsh boardwalk kiosk on Marble Street. Free. Join
our friendly and knowledgeable birders on our monthly marsh walk in
this Audubon Important Bird Area. No experience necessary. Go the
entire 3.7mile loop or go halfway. All are welcome! More info: birding@
rutlandcountyaudubon.org

Great Backyard Bird Count

Anytime Anywhere. Free. Join birdwatchers around the world for the
Great Backyard Bird Count. You can count on any or all of the four
days for little as 15 minutes, or as long as you want. This is a great
activity for families (and shut-ins)! Count birds in your backyard or
your favorite outdoor location. For more info on the event and how to
participate: www.birdcount.org or birding@rutlandcountyaudubon.org.

Intensive One Day Stone Carving Worksho

9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Carving Studio and Sculpture Center, 636 Marble
Street, PO. Box 495 in West Rutland. REGISTER: $175 he Carving
Studio and Sculpture Center announces a hands-on workshop
exploring the creative potential of alabaster Saturday, February 18.
Instructor Nora Valdez will discuss the carving process from concept to
finishing. For more info visit Carvingstudio.org/event.

Magic of Maple @ Billings Farm & Museum

10 a.m.-4 p.m. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Road in
Woodstock. $5y-$10ad. Learn all about maple syrup traditions in
Vermont and enjoy the beautiful Billings Farm & Museum site in winter.
Vermont’s rich maple history will be on display through photographs
from the Top Acres Farm and Billings Farm collection, and a showcase
of tools used for tapping, sugaring, and processing. For more info visit:
billingsfarm.org.

Winter Farmers Market

10 a.m.-2 p.m. Franklin Conference Center, 1 Scale Avenue, Suite
92, Rutland. Free. Shop fresh food and crafts feom locl farmers and
artisans. For more info visit: vifarmersmarket.org.

ay, Quechee. $10/adults. $5/youth (4-17).

Virtual Sculpture Workshop for Young Artists (Ages

12-16

10:1 5-1)1 :30 a.m. The Carving center and Sculpture Studio. 636 Marble
St. West Rutland. Cost is $50. In this 4 week workshop, we will meet for
1 hour and 15 minutes at a time, every Saturday through February, and
explore how to create a successful and meaningful sculpture. We will
do so using super sculpey clay. For more info visit:info@carvingstudio.
org.

Integrated Digital Organization of Your Genealogy

Research

10:30 a.m.-Noon. Virtual/Rutland. Cost is $10. Keeping track of your
genealogy research effectively can be a challenge. Take your genealogy
research to the next level by creating an integrated digital system. In
this talk Suzanne Blanchard will take you through a step-by-step review
of the research process and the benefits and challenges of integrating
digital systems to keep track of your progress and secure your work.
This class for the Vermont Genealogy Library will be a Zoom webinar
from 10:30 to noon. Please visit our website, vtgenlib.org for additional
details and for registration. Please visit our website, vtgenlib.org for
additional details and for registration.

Puppet Making for Kids Ages 5-9

10:30 a.m.-Noon. Chaffee Art Center, 16 South Main Street in Rutland.
$25 per class or 3 classes at $60. Learn to make different types of
handcrafted puppets. Pre-registration required. For more info visit
chaffeeartcenter.org.

Rutland Railroad Museum & model club
11 a.m.-3 p.m. 79 Depot Lane (off Route 4) Center Rutland. Free. Held
in the Hawkfly or Neale Pavilion. For more info visit: rutlandrailway.org.

Next Steps In Handmade Books
1-3 p.m. Gallery at the Vault. 68 Main St. Springfield. Cost is $7-30.
Learn to create sewn and adhesive bindings. For more info visit:

galleryvault.org.

Killington Hosts: Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream Social.
3-4 p.m. Snowshed or Ramshead Base Lodge at Killington Resort.
Free. It's been a Minter Wonderland here in Killington so far and
needless to say, it has been Oat of This Swirled! Join us for a Ben &
Jerry’s Ice Cream Social we’re sure you Pecan’t Resist. For more info
visit: killington.com.

Music, Film & Food Soiree

3-7:30 p.m. Billings farm & Museum, 53 Elm Street inWoodstock. $75/
person, $85 at the door. Members are $65 each. Join us Saturday for a
fabulous film, live jazz, specialty cocktails from the bayou, and delicious
New Orleans-inspired cooking. “Jazz Fest: A New Orleans Story” a film
screening in the Billings Farm Visitor Center Theater. For more info visit:
billingsfarm.org.

Presidents’ Week Torchlight Parade & Party

4-8 p.m. Sakedena Six Ski Resort, 247 Stage Road, Pomfret Come
celebrate winter with us at Saskadena Six! Sign up to ski down The
Face and create the magical parade of lights, or bring the family and
enjoy the view. Torchlight Parade will begin shortly after sunset followed
by family festivities, Top Hat Entertainment cranking out tunes, and a
cash bar (until 9pm). For more info visit: woodstockvt.com/events.

VINS: A Forest of Lights

5-7 p.m. VINS, 149 Natures Way, Quechee. Cost is $10/adults and $5/
youth (4-17). The VINS Forest Canopy Walk and surrounding woodland
will take on a festive look and feel this winter. Covered in thousands of
lights, the Forest Canopy Walk will glow with magic and enchantment.
Visitors are invited to stroll through the immersive forest of lights and
experience the peace and wonder of the Forest Canopy Walk at night.
To purchase tickets visit vinsweb.org. For more info or to purchase
tickets visit vinsweb.org.

Community Ice Skating

5-7 p.m. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak Street Extension in Rutland. Join
Mission City Church for night of free ice skating for the community at
Giorgetti ArenalAny age is welcome -and encouraged- to attend. Hot
chocolate will be served and participants may want to wear warmer
garments, and even gloves. Free skate rentals are available depending
on availability, and folks are of course welcome to bring their own.
Rutlandrec.com/winterfestevents.

SUNDAY
FEB. 19

Magic of Maple

10 a.m.-4 p.m. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Road in
Woodstock. Cost is %5 for youth, $10 adult. Learn all about maple
syrup traditions in Vermont and enjoy the beautiful Billings Farm &
Museum site in winter. Vermont’s rich maple history will be on display
through photographs from the Top Acres Farm and Billings Farm
collection, and a showcase of tools used for tapping, sugaring, and
processing. For more info visit: billingsfarm.org.

Complimentary Photos at the Peak

10a.m.-2 p.m. Killington Peak, Killington Ski Resort. Free. Have the
perfect picture snapped at the second highest point in Vermont:
Killington Peak! Our expansive 360° views make a breathtaking
backdrop helping you remember your visit for years to come. Brian
Farnum, a local professional photographer, will be on site at the top
of the K-1 Gondola providing complimentary photos. killington.com/
things-to-do/events/events-calendar.

Public skate

10:10-11:20 a.m. Union Arena, 80 Amsden Way in Woodstock. $6 ages
13-up, $5 ages 4-12, free ages 3-under. Rental Skates are available!
$6/pair. Rink is open for public skate! UnionArena.org

Tapestry Weaving with Mallory Zondag

12-4:30 p.m. Green Mountain Yarn & Fiber, 217 Woodstock Ave, Suite
E, Rutland. Cost is $125. Learn the hands on art of tapestry weaving
and create a textured colorful tapestry for your home! Using a frame
loom and a variety of materials such as silk, wool roving and yarn, you
will learn how to warp a frame loom, how to weave and how to create
patterns and textures using multiple techniques. For more info visit:
greenmountainfibers.com.

Ethan Allen Homestead Museum - February

Enrichment Lecture

2 p.m. Ethan Allen Homestead Museum in Ethan Allen Homestead
Park off VT Rt. 127 and via Zoom. “Why We Should Blame New
England’s Fish for Capitalism”, by Zachary BennettNorwich University
professor Zachary Bennett will explore the important role nature played
in the 18th century, (rather than decisions of the people), for society’s
transition to capitalism. For more info visit: ethanallenhomestead.org.
Ofen m: intermediate/advanced pickleball

2-4 p.m. Killington Elementary School Gymnasium, 686 School House
Road, Killington. $5 at the door or $20 for a 10-visit punch card. Open
gym will run until March. Sundays will be pickleball (for intermediate/
advanced level players). The cost of entry is either $5 at the door or you
can purchase a 10-visit punch card for $20. Cash payments or checks

will be accepted, no credit cards. You may not purchase punch cards
in advance. For more info visit: Killingtonvt.myrec.com.

Great Backyard Bird Count

Anytime Anywhere. Free. Join birdwatchers around the world for the
Great Backyard Bird Count. You can count on any or all of the four
days for little as 15 minutes, or as long as you want. This is a great
activity for families (and shut-ins)! Count birds in your backyard or
your favorite outdoor location. For more info on the event and how to
participate: www.birdcount.org or birding@rutlandcountyaudubon.org.

Woodstock VT Film Series: Jazz Fest: A New

Orleans Sto

3-5 p.m. Billings Farm and Museum, 69 Old River Rd. in Woodstock.
$12-15. A deep-dive into the eponymous iconic hymn, Hallelujah:
Leonard Cohen, A Journey, A Song chronicles the life of legendary
musician Leonard Cohen, whose poetry evolved into a successful
career as a singer-songwriter. Inspired by the book The Holy or

the Broken: Leonard Cohen, Jeff Buckley & the Unlikely Ascent of
Hallelujah by Alan Light, Leonard’s story is told here by those who
knew and loved him, including record executive Clive Davis and
collaborator Judy Collins, who chart Leonard’s life, from his beginnings
as a child from a wealthy family in Montreal through his multi-year
stint in a Zen monastery—as a man and an artist. For more info visit:
billingsfarm.org.

Ethan Allen Homestead Museum’s Book Club

3 p.m. Via Zoom Cost: Adults $15, students (ages 5-17) $7. Under

5 are free. Seven Years of Grace: The Inspired Mission of Ascha W.
Sprague by Sara Rath published by the Vermont Historical Society.
Seven Years of Grace is an historical novel, based on a true story and
steeped in primary source research, about Achsa W. Sprague (1827-
1862) of Plymouth, Vermont, one of America’s best-known Spiritualists
of the 19th century. In addition to Spiritualism, Sprague was active in
the abolition of slavery, women'’s rights, and prison reform. Her muse?
Another woman’s husband. For more info visit: ethanallenhomestead.
org.

Kids Corner Holiday Activities

4-5:30 p.m. All activities take place on the 3rd floor of the Snowshed
Lodge at Killington Ski Resort. Free. After an amazing afternoon on
the hill with the family, make sure to join us this Presidents’ Weekend
in the Snowshed Base Lodge for kid-friendly activities for the whole
family to enjoy. Activities will include coloring, cookie decorating, pom-
pom launchers, & more! Each day’s crafts will leave your child with a
souvenir to bring home (or eat, if your decorated cookie looks too good
to wait for).For the big kids at heart, we’ll have live music on the same
floor of the Snowshed lodge throughout the weekend. killington.com/
things-to-do/events/events-calendar/kids-corner-activities.

Okemo Torchlight Parade

5-8 p.m. Clock Tower Base Area and The Bull Restaurant & Bar. Free.
Hangout at The Bull Restaurant & Bar and experience an amazing
torchlight parade of skiers and riders traversing Okemo. For more info
visit: okemo.com.
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MONDAY
FEB. 20

Winter Wonders Cam

9 a.m.-4 p.m. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Road in
Woodstock. Cost is $200 for Billings Farm members, $250 for
non-members, $50 discount for a sibling “Fun”tastic activities will
include outdoor adventures, cooking over a campfire, snow and
wildlife explorations, sledding, and winter crafts. A camper’s day
might include: making hot cocoa and popcorn over an open fire,
scavenger hunt in the Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical
Park, experimenting with oobleck, meeting our farm animals and
learning what animals do in the winter and more. For more info visit:
billingsfarm.org.

Public skate

1:40 p.m.-3 p.m. Union Arena, 80 Amsden Way in Woodstock.
$6 ages 13-up, $5 ages 4-12, free ages 3-under. Rental Skates are
available! $6/pair. Rink is open for public skate! UnionArena.org

Magic of Maple

10 a.m.-4 p.m. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Road in
Woodstock. $5y-$10ad. Learn all about maple syrup traditions in
Vermont and enjoy the beautiful Billings Farm & Museum site in winter.
Vermont’s rich maple history will be on display through photographs
from the Top Acres Farm and Billings Farm collection, and a showcase
of tools used for tapping, sugaring, and processing. For more info visit:

billingsfarm.org.

Ofen m: intermediate/advanced pickleball

2-4 p.m. Killington Elementary School Gymnasium, 686 School House
Road, Killington. $5 at the door or $20 for a 10-visit punch card. Open
gym will run until March. Sundays will be pickleball (for intermediate/
advanced level players). The cost of entry is either $5 at the door or
you can purchase a 10-visit punch card for $20. Cash payments or
checks will be accepted, no credit cards. You may not purchase punch
cards in advance. For more info visit: Killingtonvt.myrec.com.

Great Backyard Bird Count

Anytime Anywhere. Free. Join birdwatchers around the world for the
Great Backyard Bird Count. You can count on any or all of the four
days for little as 15 minutes, or as long as you want. This is a great
activity for families (and shut-ins)! Count birds in your backyard or
your favorite outdoor location. For more info on the event and how to
participate: www.birdcount.org or birding@rutlandcountyaudubon.org.

Babies and Toddler Rock

10-10:30 a.m. Fox Room, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St, Rutland.
Free. A music and pre-literacy program for children 0-24 months with
Linda McFarlane. Free and open to all. For more info visit: rutlandfree.
org.

A Community of Parents

10 a.m. Wonderfeet Kids’ Museum, 11 Center Street, Rutland. Free.
The community meets from 10-11:30 a.m. at Wonderfeet Kids’
Museum. Snacks provided, siblings welcome. Find connection,
education, and a community to share with. They’re here to support
you during the transition of adding a new baby or child to your family
- or whenever you need a community of parents to listen! All parents
including expecting parents and caregivers welcome. For more info
visit bit.ly/frontlineworkerssupport.

Killington Bone Builders

10 a.m. Sherburne Memorial Library, 2998 River Road, Killington. Free.
In the meeting room at Sherburne Memorial Library. Weights provided.
For more info visit kimballlibrary.org.

Puppet Makln%

10:30 a.m.-noon. Chaffee Art Center, 16 South Main Street, Rutland.
Cost is $25. Pre reg. required. Puppet-making for ages 5-9. Learn to
make various ttypes of puppets from paper bag puppets to paper
plate and sock puppets. For more info visit chaffeeartcenter.org.

Drive-up pick-up meals

12 p.m. Godnick Center, 1 Deer Street in Rutland. $3.50 donation ages
65+, $6 fee under age 65. Reservations required. Godnick Center,

in partnership with Southwestern Vermont Council on Aging and
Meals on Wheels, is providing drive-up pick-up meals on Mondays
and Thursdays at noon at the Godnick Center. Call (802)773-1853 for
information or to make a reservation for pick-up.

Bingo

1:15 p.m. Godnick Center, 1 Deer Street in Rutland. Cost varies. Come
play bingo at the Gonick Center in Rutland on Mondays at 1:15 p.m.
This is a drop-in activity.

Kids Corner Holiday Activities.
4-5:30 p.m. 3rd floor of the Snowshed Lodge at Killington Ski
Resort. Free. Make sure to join us this Presidents’ Weekend in
the Snowshed Base Lodge for kid-friendly activities for the
whole family to enjoy. Activities will include coloring, cookie
decorating, pom-pom launchers, & more! Each day’s crafts
will leave your child with a souvenir to bring home (or eat,
if your decorated cookie looks too good to wait for).For
the big kids at heart, we’ll have live music on the same
floor of the Snowshed lodge throughout the weekend.
killington.com/things-to-do/events/events-calendar/
kids-corner-activities.

Knit Night

6 p.m. Kimball Library, 67 N Main St, Randolph. Free.
Bring your knitting - or other handicraft - and enjoy an
evening of crafting and socializing. For all ages and
experience levels. For more info visit kimballlibrary.org.

Ogen m: indoor soccer

7-9 p.m. Killington Elementary School Gymnasium, 686
School House Road, Killington. $5 at the door or $20 for
a 10-visit punch card. Open gym will run Mondays until
March for indoor soccer. The cost of entry is either $5 at
the door or you can purchase a 10-visit punch card for $20.
Cash payments or checks will be accepted, no credit cards.
You may not purchase punch cards in advance. For more info
visit: Killingtonvt.myrec.com.

NAMI Connection peer support group
7 p.m. Virtual. Free. Struggling with managing your mental health?
NAMI Connection Peer Support Group can help. This is a free,
90-minute recovery support group for people living with a mental health
condition. For more info visit: namivt.org.

The Rutland Extension Master Gardener Group

resents Martha Molnar

p.m. The Godnick Center. 1 Deer St. in Rutland. Martha Leb Molnar
has a certificate in Botany from the NY Botanical Gardens. she is a
freelance writer and commentator, and will talk about her new book,
Playing God in the Garden: How | Learned to Admire My Weeds. In
the book she talks about how she and her husband, having found their
dream acreage in Vermont, try to stave off non-native invasives. This is
not just for gardeners For more info visit: rutlandrec.com.

Bored Teachers

7:30 p.m. Paramount Theatre, 30 Center Street in Rutland. Tickets: $25,
$35, $45 + tax/fees. The biggest entertainment platform for teachers in
the world, Bored Teachers, presents the funniest teacher-comedians in
the world all on one stage. Their hilarious skits have amassed hundreds
of millions of views on the internet, and they’re all joining comic forces
on the stage for a night of laughter you do not want to miss. For more
info visit: Paramount.org.

TUESDAY
FEB. 21

Winter Wonders Cam

9 a.m.-4 p.m. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Road in
Woodstock. $200 for Billings Farm members, $250 for non-members,
$50 discount for a sibling “Fun”tastic activities will include outdoor
adventures, cooking over a campfire, snow and wildlife explorations,
sledding, and winter crafts. A camper’s day might include making hot
cocoa and popcorn over an open fire, scavenger hunt in the Marsh-
Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park, experimenting with
oobleck, meeting our farm animals and learning what animals do in the
winter and more. For more info visit: billingsfarm.org.

Magic of Maple

10 a.m.-4 p.m. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Road in
Woodstock. Cost is %5 for youth, $10 adults. Learn all about maple
syrup traditions in Vermont and enjoy the beautiful Billings Farm &
Museum site in winter. Vermont’s rich maple history will be on display
through photographs from the Top Acres Farm and Billings Farm
collection, and a showcase of tools used for tapping, sugaring, and
processing. For more info visit: billingsfarm.org.

Bone Builders Mendon Seniors

10 a.m. Roadside Chapel, 1680 Townline Rd in Mendon. Free. Join
Mendon Seniors for their bone building session every Tuesday and
Thursday.

Public skate

3-4:10 p.m. Union Arena, 80 Amsden Way in Woodstock. $6 ages 13-
up, $5 ages 4-12, free ages 3-under. Rental Skates are available! $6/
pair. Rink is open for public skate! UnionArena.org

Rutland Winterfest: Wild Encounters

11 a.m.-Noon Paramount Theatre, 30 Center Street in Rutland. Cost
is $1Please limit your order to no more than 8-tickets. If you need
more than 8, please e-mail boxoffice@paramountvt.org. Join us for
an“imaginary safari around the world!” Meet animals from a variety of
places on Earth, while discovering their amazing adaptations, learning
their eco-contributions and learning their personal stories.

Rutland WinterFest: Human Foosball

3:30-5 p.m. kids can play for free. Paid tournament for adult teams runs
from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Center Street Marketplace in Downtown Rutland.
$50 for each team of 6 players. Play a giant Human Foosball game in
Center Street Marketplace Park! For more information contact Come
Alive Outside at (707) 867-5969.

Chess Club

4-6 p.m. Godnick Center, 1 Deer Street, Rutland. Free. Like Chess?
Come challenge an opponent to a friendly game and hone your skills.
To register call 802-855-4533.

Circle of Fathers
4 p.m. Virtual. Free. Fathers Support Group. Run by Prevent Child
Abuse VT. For more info visit: pcavt.org.

Circle of Parents in Recovery
5:30 p.m. Virtual. Free. Virtual support group. Run by Prevent Child
Abuse VT. For more info visit: pcavt.org.

Grief support

6 p.m. VNA & Hospice of the Southwest Region’s Rutland office at 7
Albert Cree Drive, Rutland and virtually. Free. The VNA & Hospice of
the Southwest Region, (VNAHSR) will provide grief support services
both in-person and virtually every Tuesday from 6-7 p.m. at the VNA
& Hospice of the Southwest Region’s Rutland office on 7 Albert Cree
Drive. Led by Spiritual and Bereavement Coordinator, Collin Terenzini.
Space is limited. For more info visit: vermontvisitingnurses.org.

Rutland Winterfest: Center Street Night Slldlng
6-8 p.m. Center Street in Downtown Rutland. Free. Sled down Center
Street at Rutland Winterfest! Video footage generously provided by
Casella Construction Inc. Rutlandrec.com/winter-fest-events.

Swmg Dancing Class

6:30—8:00 p.m. Fox Room, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St., Rutland.
Free. East Coast Swing Dancing is back! Come move to music with
Richard and Sue every Tuesday, 6:30-8 in our Fox Room February

14- March 21. Good for beginners and intermediate swing dancers.
Richard starts each class with instruction on steps; the rest is the
dancing! For more info visit: rutlandfree.org.

Ogen m: beE?lnner pickleball

7-9 p.m. Killington Elementary School Gymnasium, 686 School House
Road, Killington. $5 at the door or $20 for a 10-visit punch card. Open
gym will run until March. Tuesdays will be pickleball for beginner

level players. The cost of entry is either $5 at the door or you can
purchase a 10-visit punch card for $20. Cash payments or checks will
be accepted, no credit cards. You may not purchase punch cards in
advance. For more info visit: Killingtonvt.myrec.com.

Paramount Theatre: Wildlife Encounters

11 a.m. Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St. in Rultand. Only $1.

Please limit your order to no more than 8-tickets. If you need more than
8, please e-mail boxoffice@paramountvt.org. Join us for an“imaginary
safari around the world!” Meet animals from a variety of places on
Earth, while discovering their amazing adaptations, learning their eco-
contributions and learning their personal stories.
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[MUSIC Scene]

By DJ Dave Hoffenberg
Have a music scene coming up? Email djdavehoff@gmail.com

WED.
2/15

KILLINGTON

2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Silas
McPrior

6 p.m. Rivershed — April Cushman

6 p.m. Still on the Mountain -
Minute to Win it with DJ Dave

6 p.m. The Foundry — Jenny
Porter

8 p.m. Jax Food & Games - King
Arthur Jr

LUDLOW
7 p.m. Off The Rails - Micah
Iverson

QUECHEE

6 p.m. The Public House - Lily
Welch

POULTNEY

7 p.m. The Poultney Pub - Open
Mic hosted by JD Tostoi

RANDOLPH

7 p.m. Kuyas at One Main -
Open Mic with Indigenous
Entertainment

RUTLAND

5:30 p.m. Moose Lodge — Ryan
Fuller

5:30 p.m. Strangefellows — Duane
Carleton

9:30 p.m. Center Street Alley —
Open Mic hosted by Rick Urbani

WOODSTOCK

6 p.m. Third Place Pizza - Josh
Jakab

THURS.
2/16

CHESTER
6 p.m. Pizza Stone VT - Andrew &
Noah: Brothers at large

KILLINGTON

2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Chris
Pallutto

2 p.m. Pico’s Last Run Lounge -
Daniel Brown and Silas McPrior

2 p.m. Snowshed’s Long Trail
Pub - Nick Bredice

5 p.m. Moguls Sports Pub -
Duane Carleton

5 p.m. The Foundry — Ryan Fuller

6 p.m. Liquid Art — Open Mic
hosted by Tee Boneicus Jones

6 p.m. Still on the Mountain - Red
Daisy Revival

7 p.m. Rivershed - Chris Pallutto
8 p.m. Pickle Barrel - Chadwick
Stokes with special guest opener
Brooke Annibale

9 p.m. Jax Food & Games -
Jenny Porter & Friends

LUDLOW
8 p.m. Off The Rails — Bob
Kennedy Duo

PITTSFIELD
8 p.m. Clear River Tavern -
Breanna Elaine

QUECHEE

7 p.m. Wee Bird Bagel Café -
Open Mic Poetry: Valentine’s
Edition

RUTLAND

6 p.m. Strangefellows Pub — Trivia
Night

6:30 p.m. Angler Pub - Open Mic
hosted by John Lafave

SOUTH ROYALTON
6 p.m. 802 Pizza - Open Mic
hosted by George Nostrand

FRI
2/17

KILLINGTON
1 p.m. Bear Mountain Base
Lodge - Duane Carleton

2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge — Chris
Pallutto

2 p.m. Pico’s Last Run Lounge -
Daniel Brown and Silas McPrior

2 p.m. Snowshed’s Long Trail
Pub -Gully Boys

4 p.m. The Foundry — Just Jamie

6 p.m. Rivershed - Houston
Bernard

6 p.m. Still on the Mountain -
King Arthur Jr

6 p.m. The Summit Lodge —
Duane Carleton

7 p.m. The Foundry — Aaron
Audet

7:30 p.m. McGrath’s Irish Pub -
Curragh’s Fancy

8 p.m. Pickle Barrel - Felix Brown

8 p.m. Wobbly Barn - Turning
The Tide

9 p.m. Jax Food & Games - Just
Jamie

9 p.m. Moguls Sports Pub -
Acoustik Ruckus

LUDLOW

3 p.m. Okemo’s Sitting Bull
Lounge — Ryan Fuller

3:30 p.m. Okemo’s Tubing Park
at Jackson Gore - Tube to the
Tunes with DJ Dave

8:30 p.m. Off The Rails - Sammy
B

POULTNEY

7 p.m. The Poultney Pub - Plumb
Bobs

QUECHEE
5:30 p.m. The Public House -
Kind Bud

SAT
2/18

BOMOSEEN

5:30 p.m. Bomoseen Lodge &
Taproom — George Nostrand

BRIDGEWATER
8 p.m. Woolen Mill Comedy Club
- Boris Khaykin (Comedy Central)

KILLINGTON

1 p.m. Bear Mountain Base
Lodge - Chris P Duo

2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - King
Margo

2 p.m. Pico’s Last Run Lounge -
Live Music

2 p.m. Snowshed’s Long Trail
Pub - Daniel Brown Trio

4 p.m. Pickle Barrel - Happy
Hour with Jamie’s Junk Show
and special guest opener Jenny
& Liz

4 p.m. The Foundry — Micah
Iverson

5 p.m. Mary Lou’s - All Request
Apres Ski with DJ Dave

6 p.m. O’'Dwyers Pub - County
Down

6 p.m. Pico Ski Club - Fundraiser
with Aaron Audet

6 p.m. Rivershed - Houston
Bernard

6 p.m. Still on the Mountain -
Sammy B

6 p.m. Wobbly Barn - Krishna
Guthrie Band

7 p.m. The Foundry — Jenny
Porter

7:30 p.m. McGrath’s Irish Pub -
Curragh’s Fancy

8 p.m. Moguls Sports Pub -
Duane Carleton

9 p.m. Jax Food & Games -
Aaron Audet

9 p.m. Pickle Barrel - Felix Brown

9:30 p.m. Wobbly Barn - Turning
The Tide

LUDLOW

8 a.m. Okemo’s Sunburst Six
Bubble Lift - Music by DJ Dave

2 p.m. Jackson Gore Courtyard
- Apres Afternoon with Dustin
Marshall, Free Smores, Games
and Fire Pits

8:30 p.m. Off The Rails - Last
Chair Band/DJ Dave

QUECHEE
5:30 p.m. The Public House -
Blue Fox Blues Duo

RANDOLPH

8 p.m. The Underground
Listening Room - Reggaeton

Dance Party w/ DJ Chele
)
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SUN
2/19

BOMOSEEN
5:30 p.m. Bomoseen Lodge &
Taproom — Ryan Fuller

KILLINGTON

1 p.m. Bear Mountain Base
Lodge - Chris P Duo

1 p.m. Pico’s Last Run Lounge -
Duane Carleton

2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Live
Music

2 p.m. Snowshed’s Long Trail
Pub - Primo and Prior

4 p.m. Pickle Barrel - Happy
Hour with Jamie’s Junk Show

5 p.m. The Foundry — Summit
Pond Jazz

6 p.m. Liquid Art — Tee Boneicus
Jones

6 p.m. Rivershed - Trivia

6 p.m. Still on the Mountain
- Open Mic with Indigenous
Entertainment

8 p.m. Pickle Barrel - Jimmy
Kenny and the Pirate Beach
Band

LUDLOW

8 a.m. Okemo’s Sunburst Six
Bubble Lift — Music by DJ Dave

2 p.m. Okemo’s Clock Tower
Base Area and The Sitting Bull
Restaurant & Bar - Torchlight
Parade and Patio Party with
White Steer

8:30 p.m. Off the Rails - DJ
Dave’s Dance Party

MON
2/20

KILLINGTON

2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Duane
Carleton

2 p.m. Snowshed’s Long Tralil
Pub — Chris Pallutto

5 p.m. Mary Lou’s - BAK’'n
6 p.m. Rivershed — Rob Pagnano

6 p.m. The Foundry - Blues Night
with the Chris P Trio

8 p.m. Jax Food and Games -
Josh Jakab

LUDLOW
3 p.m. Okemo’s Sitting Bull
Lounge - Acoustik Ruckus

7 p.m. Off The Rails - Sammy B

8 p.m. The Killarney — Open Mic
with Indigenous Entertainment

WOODSTOCK

5 p.m. The Village Inn - Jim
Yeager and Jeff Stedman

TUES.
2/21

KILLINGTON
2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Acoustik

Ruckus

2 p.m. Snowshed’s Long Tralil
Pub - Sammy B

5 p.m. Mary Lou’s - Mountain
Music with Bow Thayer & Jack
Snyder

6 p.m. Jax Food & Games - Taco
Tuesday with Rick Webb

6 p.m. Rivershed - Name That
Tune Bingo with DJ Dave

6 p.m. The Foundry — Aaron
Audet

LUDLOW
3 p.m. Okemo’s Sitting Bull
Lounge - Ryan Fuller

8 p.m. Off The Rails — SINGO

POULTNEY
7 p.m. The Poultney Pub — Open
Bluegrass Jam

QUECHEE
5 p.m. The Public House - Jim

Yeager

Kitchen Fire/Suppression Systems
Extinquisher/Sales & Service

Serving the Greater Rutland Area
On-site Maintenance & Service
Residential & Commercial
Over 20 Years Experience

802-779-1928 | f business@marblemalleyfire.com | PO Box 1609, Rutland, VT 05701

CHOICES

RESTAURANT

/ﬁ‘ In-house made pasta, breads, and desserts

! 21+ Wines by the glass

ROTISSERIE

’ Chef owned

Dine in or take out:

2820 Killington Rd
802.422.4030
ChoicesVT.com

Thurs-Mon 5-9PM

Brunch Sundays
11am-2:30
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Rutland welcomes the return of Winterfest, Feb. 17-25

After a two-year
hiatus, Winterfest
returns in full
February 17-25 with
events for all ages
and abilities. Win-
terfesthasbeen a
Rutland staple
for 20 years, but
whatbegan as a
4-hour event one
dayin February
hasblossomed into
a7-dayfestival during winter break.
This year, Winterfest is bringing back
crowd favorites like sledding down
Center Street, Human Foosball, and
the Real Rutland Feud while adding
some future favorites to the roster.
“Winterfest has been along-stand-
ing tradition in Rutland and after a
year off, we are excited to bring it back!
Over the years the events have evolved
and so many great memories have
been created,” said Winterfest event
co-chair April Cioffi. “Spark some joy

and come play at Winter Fest!”
Coming together as acommu-
nityin this challenging time of year is
incredibly important for mental and
physical health and is the reason for
throwing a big winter festival. Most
events are free, and some paid events
are open to spectators for free.
“Hopefully, people are as excited
and engaged as they were in the past,’
said Winterfest event co-chair Russ
Marsan. “With new people and new
sponsors, Winterfestis undergoinga
renaissance of sorts. There’s some-
thing for everyone to do: stufffor kids,
adults and families. This year, there are
24 different groups including busi-
nesses, nonprofits, Rutland City, and
the Town of Brandon: a good group of
people”
e Thingskick off Friday, Feb. 17
with a snowy story walk at Pine
Hill Park
On Saturday, Giorgetti Arena
opens its doors for free ice
skating from 5-7 p.m.

On Tuesday, Feb. 21, folks can
sled down Center Street and
play or participate in a game
of Human Foosball. Teams

of six compete for the glory.
Registration is $50 per team
and funds go to support Come
Alive Outside. Spectators are
welcome to watch the action
for free.

Wednesday morning at 10
a.m., kids and adults can wear
their P.J.s at the Paramount to
watch aflick, thenjoinin the
Great Bigfoot Chase at the Rut-
land Free Library at 1 p.m.
Thursday evening at6 p.m.,
cornholers of all abilities will
compete in a mini tournament
atthe Rutland Recreation
Center.

Friday night at 6:30 p.m., bring
the kids or a date to Skate with
Bigfoot.

The Loved Ones and Little
Ones Dance wraps up Winter-

fest on Saturday, Feb. 25 along
with the ever-popular Real
Rutland Feud at 7 p.m. at the
Paramount Theatre.

Tickets to the Loved Ones and Little
Ones Dance are $15 per couple while
tickets to the Real Rutland Feud are
$30 per person. For more information,
visit RutlandRec.com/winterfeste-
vents or call 802-773-1853 or email
aprilc@rutlandrec.com.
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Rockin’ the Region with Chadwick Stokes

This Thursday, Feb. 16, you don’t
want to miss Chadwick Stokes of Dis-
patch at the Pickle Barrel Nightclub.
He’s bring-
inghis friend
Brooke An-
nibale to open
the show. He
said she’s a great
singer-song-
writer.Thad a

great chatwith -
Stokes recently Rockin’ the
aboutwhathe’s Region
up tgnow. By DJ Dave
I first saw

Hoffenber
Dispatch at The 2
Musein Nan-

tucketin 1998 when they were known
as One Fell Swoop. I was the deejay
there. They instantly became a favorite
of mine. In 2002, I was working with
Atomic Pro Audio and got to see Jack
Johnson open for them in Central Park
West. Stokes exclaimed how crazy it
was that he opened for them.

In 2005, I brought Stokes’s other
band, State Radio, to Snowshed for a
college concert. I saw Dispatch a few
times over the years in-between and
thenin 2021, I opened for him and his
younger brother, Willie, at Hermitage
Ski Club at Haystack Mountain. This
pastsummer I got hooked up with
Row 7 seats at Saratoga Performing
Arts Center (SPAC) to see Dispatch,
O.A.R.and G. Love. That
was amazing. Stokes was
surprised to know I've
been following them for as
long asThave. “Wow” was
hisreaction, I think.

Stokes now has anew
projectwith his band, The
Pintos, and they're start-
ingatourin March. They
just played at the House
of Blues in Boston for the
Calling All Crows benefit
weekend. That’s the charity
he started with his wife 15
years ago that connects
music fans with feminist
movements for justice and
equality.

Stokes is also working
onarockopera.It'sbeen a
lifelong project of his thatis
finally coming to fruition.
He said, “I'm using these
tours to kind ofkick me
inthe ass to get the songs
and the band dialed in for
hopefully amuch bigger
concept”

He’shad theidea for
about 25 years, he said, adding: “Some
of my favorite records as akid were
"Jesus Christ Superstar” and "Hair." It’s
one thing to have a song that tells a sto-
rybutanother to have 15 songs tell one
storywith justa thread that combines
them all... I've always kind of toyed
with the idea and made half-hearted
attempts to combine songs and see the
story they're telling but never started

with the story and brought songs into

it. 'mjust trying to doitintentionally

for the first time after thinking about it
forever”

The tour with The Pintos will
feature seven or eight new tunes that
he hopes to gear towards the opera,
try them out to see where they'll fit.
He said, “I've kind of done it back-
wards lately and Dispatch did, too.
We used to play our songs live before
werecorded them and then as bands
mature, they stop doing that. They’ll
record the songs first and then go play
them live. It's almost like they don’t
release the songs until the record. I'm
kind of swinging back to that other
modus operandi and just want to play

the songslive a bunch. The band gets
alot offeedback from how it feels from
the energy in the room. I'd like to go
backto that model to make sure these
tunes are as good as they can be. It's
super helpful”

He also talked about this past sum-
mer’s tour with O.A.R. which he loved.
He said, “We haven’t hung out with
those guys in about 20 years. [t was
really cool to catch up. Everyone’s so
different now and older and fathers.
Itwas fun but also strange to have
all that time pass. It was fun to get to
know them again and see where their
musical journey took them and where
ithad taken us. Itwas fun to play all
those great venues.”

By Brent Goldman

Chad Stokes

In Killington, he plans on trying out
some new songs like an instrumental
he’sbeen playing the last year that
should be a part of the opera. His show
on Thursday will consist of those,
some State Radio and Dispatch songs
plus some of his own.

He described his show as: “Mas-
sachusetts farm boy who grew up
listening to Creedence sings some of

his own songs.

Stokes grew up in Sherborn, Mas-
sachusetts, which is outin the sticks
and now lives in Milton, just outside
the city. He grew up with musicin the
family. His father was a musician who
played the piano. His mother, aunt
and uncle were the musiclisteners
with abigrecord collection. Chad said,
“My appreciation for rock and roll
came from them. My dad was always
playing the piano in the house, and
we were just drawn to it. My siblings
(two brothers and a sister) and I
played horns growing up through high
school, aswell as guitar. It's something
we leaned into and were attracted to,
the music, and we ate up all the public
school had to offer us”

At Christmas they would all play
Christmas carols together athome.
When Chad’s grandfather died, they
were the Dixieland band that played
athis service. Stokes said, “We get
together on special occasions, and
everyone chimes in with whatever
instrument they play.”

Stokes’s first band was with the
Willis brothers who in 2010 founded
Bully Boy Distillers, Boston’s first craft
distillery. They grew up in Sherborn,
too, and in junior high, they started
aband together. They were called
Electric Mayhem, which they stole
from "The Muppets." Stokes met his
Dispatch bandmates (Pete Francis

and Brad Corrigan) when
theywere freshmen at
Middlebury College in
1995, just an hour north
in Vermont. Francis and
Stokes were roommates
the following year. When
theyleftschool, they
toured fulltime.

Stokes does alot of
humanitarian work. He
justplayed a virtual show
toraise money for the
earthquake victims in
Turkey. Ifyouwantto do-
nate on Thursday or find
outmore, he'll steer you
in the right direction. His
charity, Calling All Crows,
(callingallcrows.org)
teamed up with Oxfam
America (oxfamamerica.
org) for that and other
stuff, too. To find out
more follow him on social
media or visit: chadwick-
stokes.com.

Stokes loves this part of
hiswork, and said, “Ilike
beingon a team. Ilike the
work that goes into it. It's kind of like
agame day when the show comes.
Let’s get our parts. With music, and
sometimes sports too, you're always
shooting for that other dimension. Not
every show gets there but it’s always
fun to try for it. It’s that other kind of
world where the magic is. It's good to
have little doses of magic in life to help
you get by”
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Winter Wildlife
Celebration

SAT, FEB 25 /10 AM - 4 PM
AT THE VINS NATURE CENTER

BIRDING ON THE CANOPY WALK
MOOSE ECOLOGY / REINDEER FUN
WINTER GAMES / FAIRY HUNTS
AND MORE!

VINSWEB.ORG / 802.359.5000
149 NATURES WAY / QUECHEE, VT
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PIZZA~BURGERS-~BB
~SALADS~GYROS-~

RIBS
NGS

FREE POOL
WEDNESDAYS

16 DRAFT BEERS -

OPEN WED. - SAT. AT 3P.M.
SUN. AT NOON

TAKE-OUT
ON THE KILLINGTON ]

ACCESS ROAD 802-422-4777
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Pure Restorative Wellness Aesthetics
Medical Spa

Fillers
Anti-Wrinkle Injections
Medical Grade Facials

(802) 255-8872 | 930 Route 4 East, Rutland Town, VT

GREENMOUNTAIN

698".’

g Mon thru Fri 3-9

o), PRIZES

Jls FREEKIDS FUN RUN!

* AFTERPARTY AT HOP
‘'NMOOSE BREWERY

SCAN HERE
1o negisten today!

RACE STARTS AT

PRE-REGISTRATION
DAY OF REGISTRATION

PROCEEDS BENEFIT COME ALIVE OUTSIDE RUTLAND

SPONSORED BY:

Heritage Family Credit Union * Catamount Radio
Hop 'NMoose * Rutland Regional Medical Center

Annual Great Backyard Bird
Count is Feb. 17-20

The 26th annual Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is taking place Feb. 17-20 in back-
yards, parks, nature centers, on hiking trails, school grounds, balconies, and beaches —

anywhere you can find birds!

The Great Backyard Bird Count is a great way for people of all ages and backgrounds to
connect with nature. Participation is free and easy. Bird watchers count the birds they see for
atleast 15 minutes on one or more days of the count, then enter their checklists at birdcount.
org. All the data contributes to a snapshot of bird distribution and help scientists monitor
change over the past 25 years. In 2022, Great Backyard Bird Count participants in more than
190 countries counted more than 7,099 species of birds on more than 350,000 checklists!

The Great Backyard Bird Count is a joint project of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the
National Audubon Society with partner Bird Studies Canada and is made possible in part by

sponsor Wild Birds Unlimited.

For more information about what patterns scientists have discovered and how to take
part, visit: birdcount.org or email: birding@rutlandcountyaudubon.org.

By Susan Elliott
A Northern Cardinal was spotted in Rutland Town during a past Great Backyard Bird Count.

Billings Farm presents ‘Jazz Fest:
A New Orleans Story’

A music, film and food soiree benefits the
Woodstock Vermont Film Series

Saturday, Feb. 18 from 3-7:30 p.m.—
RUTLAND—Get ready for Mardi Gras
with a New Orleans style celebration. At3
p.m. there will be a screening of “Jazz Fest:
A New Orleans Story” and at 5 p.m. enjoy a
reception with live jazz performed by local
virtuosos Michael Zsoldos and Ben Kogan.

“Jazz Fest: ANew Orleans Story” weaves
together live performances and interviews
from the 50th anniversary of the iconic
festival, featuring some of the biggest names
in the music industry, along with a wealth of
archival documentary footage from the past
half century. This film not only captures the
festival in all its glory, but also delves deep
into therich culture of new Orleans, the "Big
Easy."

“The kind of electric, spirit-lifting music
documentary that will make you want to
reinventyour life so that you can live your
entire existence in the heart of Louisiana,”
wrote the Globe and Mail.

The event will feature specialty cocktails
and a menu of gumbo with chicken and

sausage, including andouille sausage and
crawfish for the daring sourced straight from
New Orleans; muffuletta, a New Orleans
classic; and sweet bites of monkey bread
with a choice of bananas foster or a drizzle of
bourbon chocolate sauce.

The film will be shown in the Billings
Farm & Museum Visitor Center Theater and
the reception takes place in the historic,
restored barn.

Advance tickets are $75 per person or $85
atthe door. Tickets for Billings Farm mem-
bers are $65. Must be 21 and older. Tickets
include the film, live music, food, beer, and
wine, as well as samples and one specialty
cocktail, compliments of event sponsor Ver-
mont Spirits Distilling Co. Additional cock-
tails are available for purchase.

Proceeds support the Woodstock Ver-
mont Film Series and our vision to share
place-based stories of people near and far,
to engage our audiences, and to inspire con-
versations that increase connections with
each other and our world.
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Blues artist Keb’ Mo’ sihgs songs of pos-itivity, gratitude

By Dave Gil de Rubio, Last Word Features

Wednesday, Feb. 15 at 7:30 p.m.—RUTLAND—With infla-
tionratcheting up and Ukrainians fighting for their homes and
freedom in a war halfway around the world, it’s hard to look
onthe brightside of the road. But that's where someone like
guitar-playing singer-songwriter Keb’ Mo’ comes in.

On “Good To Be,” his 16th studio album, the 70-year-old
blues artistis all in on the warm and fuzzies in a way that avoids
being Pollyanna-ish and more about basking in gratitude. And
while itwould be easy to think that the man born Kevin Moore
wentinto this project with a preconceived notion of positivity,
he insists itwas a group of songs that came about organically
and as more of awork in progress with the oldest material dat-
ingbackto thelate ‘70s, when he was an inexperienced musi-
cian making his way to recording his 1980 debut, “Rainmaker””

“Igetasked that question alotin terms of what the inspira-
tion for arecord is,” he said. “The inspiration comes out of the
time in which the workis created. Ilive mylife and throughout
that, writing sessions come up and whatever is going on at that
time tends to seep into the music. Then when Ilookback at the
year oryear and a half of writing songs, there’s a natural kind of
basicnesstoitbecauseit’s all in the same time period. 'mnot
reallylooking for a theme, but this seems to have a theme of

/. t -
Keb’' Mo’

goodness. There are three songs with the word good in
itsothat’swhy]I called it “Good To Be”” It just made
sense to feature it. So that’s the theme—gratitude.”’
Assomeone who has spent the past three
decades working with amyriad of artists ranging
from Zac Brown, Bonnie Raitt and The Chicks
to B.B. King, Taj Mahal and Willie Nelson, Mo’s
latest outing is no exception. For this go-round,
producers ranged from good friend Vince Gill to Tom
Hambridge (Buddy Guy), while the roll call of musical
guests include Darius Rucker, Kristen Chenoweth and Old
Crow Medicine Show. And while trying to wrangle all these
logistics is a challenge during the best of times, Covid-19 threw
afewmore wrinkles into the mix and forced Mo’ to learn a few
newtricks.
“The pandemic proved to be a blessing in disguise be-
cause with things getting canceled, it was nice to stay home
[in Nashville] and spend time with my family,” he said. “But
asitdragged on, people started doing performances on their
phones, which was very lo-fi and I was totally frightened of
doing things like that. I sensed if this thing were to go long, pro-
duction values were going to have to get better. We had to get
all kinds oflighting and different plug-ins. Ihad tolearn howto
make things sound like they were done in the same room even
iftheyweren't. Itwas crazy, butyou start figuring stuff out, and
now alot ofus, myselfincluded, have anewskill set”
Most of the album was recorded while Mo’ renovated his
recentlyre-purchased Compton childhood home, where
his mother Lauvella Cole lived until her death at the age of
91 in September 2018. There’s plenty of love, nostalgia and
memories baked into these songs, whether it's the nod to his
mother amid the gospel vocals, pedal steel and Rucker’s vocals
in “Good Strong Woman,” the languid convergence of banjo,

oy

Courtesy of Jeremy Cowart

fiddle and harmonica Old CrowMedicine Show infuses into
“The Medicine Man” or weaving a message of vulnerability into
the horn-kissed shuffle “So Easy.” Elsewhere, Moore touches
ontheideas ofintimacy (the delicate ballad “Quiet Moments”)
and social justice (the string-embraced “Marvelous to Me”).
And while Mo’ has called the state of Tennessee home for the
past 11years, “Good To Be” brought back plenty of memories
of growing up in Compton, a place thathad a far differentlook
long before Kevin Moore became Keb’ Mo:

“We had a music store in Compton called the Compton
Music Center, which is where, along with the pawn shops, we
gotour instruments—guitars, saxophones and trumpets,” he
recalled. “There was a family called the Dedmans—Leonardo,
Dathan and Dexter Dedman. They were all genius musicians
inamusical family and were jazz aficionados. At the time,
Compton was middle class people trying to get their kids
through college. Alot of the men had good jobs at the Douglas
Aircraft Company and Lockheed. They were machinists and
had health plans. My mom was a hairdresser with a shop. There
were alot of businesses because people had jobsin that area.
Kids were doingall right”’

Mo’s early musical path led from his playing steel drums in

acalypso band to playing with anumber

of back-up bands including Zulu, which
caught the ear of Jefferson Airplane col-
laborator Papa John Creach as he was walk-
ing through Compton on the way to buying
some soul food. The band was hired and the
young guitarist’s imagination was fired up.

“When we went on tour with him, I got

exposed to all kinds of different musical
situations—Captain Beeftheart, Maria
Muldaur, James Cotton, John McLaugh-
lin and the Mahavishnu Orchestra,” Mo’
explained.

Andwhilelanding a staff writing job with

A&M Recordsled to the aforementioned
1980 debut outing, its failure to connect
prompted a career pivot.

“Ihadto reinvent myselfand that meant
starting from scratch because all my gigs
had dried up and the ‘Rainmaker’ record

had flopped,” he said. “The phone wasn’t
ringing. I gota call to be a sub with a group
called the Whodunit Band. That was the
beginning of my rethinking of who Iwas.
ThenIstarted getting into the blues. I
started playing the blues and was all
aboutit. All that stuff on ‘Rainmaker” had
more ofan R&Bvibe to it. I figured nobody
wanted to hear that, so Ijustembraced the
blues. Iwas with abunch of guys who were
reallyintoit.Igotin there and the phone started
ringing again and I started getting gigs around town playing
in the clubs. Atsome point, I heard the Delta blues—country
blues, and something snapped in me.”

Fast forward to 2023 and Keb’ Mo’ isheading back out on
tour. And ifhe’s learned anything from the pandemic, it’sa
new approach to making music that technology has made
possible for him.

“My goal going forward is three albums a year,” he said with
alaugh. “Because I don’t have to work on them all at the same
time. There are 365 days in the year. A record is about 10 or
11 songs on average, so that’s 30 songs. I figure if I've got even
three months of work days left over from touring and with the
tools I have now, I can do these three records simultaneously.
And everyone Iwork with has some ability to record remotely,
ifnotin their own house, but their own neighborhood. We've
been using this technology all along, but Covid-19 forced us to
embrace it. I still like the old way too, but these tools opened up
more opportunities for me”

Catch ‘Mo at the Paramount Theatre located at 30 Center
Streetin Rutland this Wednesday night at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are
$40-$70 + tax/fees.

For more information visit ParamountVt.org.

The Strength to Heal

At Sana, we offer trauma-informed medically
assisted treatment for substance use disorders
in a beautiful, serene, and private setting. Our
mission is to create the foundation for long-term
recovery and restoring quality of life.

Our Pillars
Health ~ Comfort ~ Wellness ~ Recovery ~ Growth

866-575-9958 | sanastowe.health

Accepting all private insurance & in-network with major insurance plans

" " VERMONT
opice

Come to our sugarhouse for
the best breakfast arownd!
Adfter breakfast, check out

our gift shop for all your
sowvendr, gift, and maple
syrup needs. we Look
forward to your visit!

Dine-in or Take-out available.

Serving Breakfast § Lunch
Fa.m. - 2p.m. daily

check out our menu online!

Sugar & Spice Restaurant & Gift Shop
Rt. 4 Mendon, VT
802-773-7832 | www.vtsugarandspice.com

e Live Music® 5
THURSDAYS:
J« OPENMIC

SUNDAYS:
T BONEICUS JONES

More than just Coffee

Healthy Fare
Dine In or Take Out

BREAKFAST | LUNCH | DINNER
on-Wed 8am - 3 pm | Thurs & Fri 8am - 9pm | Sun 7am - 9pn

KiLLINGTON,VTl 802-422-2787 | LIQUIDARTVT.COM
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killington

Imar

((%%,)) Baked Goods & Breads
!]i_;_léoarsueadf[ Pizza ~ Maple Syrup

2023 KILLINGTON RD
802-422-1136

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

§} Daily Specials posted on Facebook &
Call Deli 802-422-7594

Special requests are always welcome!

Delicious Food
with a Spectacular View!

\ Baloanne Pearson
Tavern & Restaurant Dining
— 12 VT Craft Brews On Tap! —

Luxurious Lodging, Spa & Salon

and so much more!
S

Gary Hall
(Reservations Recommended)

802.483.2311 * mountaintopinn.com
Mountain Top Rd. - Chittenden

MOUNTAIN TOP

RESORT

Paramount presents teacher-comedians, Monday night

Monday, Feb. 20 at 7:30 world all on one stage.
p.m.—RUTLAND—The Their hilarious skits have
biggest entertainment amassed hundreds of mil-

lions of views on the inter-
net, and they're all joining
comic forces on the stage for
anight oflaughteryoudo

platform for teachersin
the world, Bored Teach-
ers, presents the funniest
teacher-comediansin the

notwant to miss. some of that stress this

Put thatred pen down, schoolyear has been dump-
pause that Netflix series ingonyou!
you've been binging, throw Tickets are: $25, $35, $45
onyour comfiest teacher +tax/fees.
tee, call your teacher bes- For more information

ties, and come burn off

visit: ParamountVt.org.

Submitted

Comedy by teachers for teachers (and the general public too) will light up the Paramount stage, Monday at 7:30 p.m.

Three record-setting fish caught in Vermont in 2022

Three fish caughtin 2022 were certified as new state records.

In February, Swanton angler Matt Gingras landed a new
Vermontrecord burbot while fishing on northern Lake
Champlain in the West Swanton area. The burbot, caught on
alive golden shiner set under a tip-up, weighed 10.9 pounds
and measured 32 %2 incheslong with a 17-inch girth. Itbeatthe
previous state record burbot caughtin 2012 by 2.1 pounds.

Unfortunately for Gingras, his reign as the state record

“Bradley’s record carp last
year was no slouch at nearly 45
pounds,” said Good. “But then
Jacob's fish beating it by nearly 20

pounds is really just mind blowing.”

burbotholderlasted just two months. In early April while open
water bass fishing on Lake Champlain around South Hero,
Stephen Estes of Auburn, New Hampshire, caughtan 11.0
pound burbot casting a Ned Rig. The fish measured 34 inches
inlength and had a 17 Y2-inch girth.

In May of2022, North Hero angler Jacob Kinneywas out
bowfishing at night for carp on Lake Champlain and took a
fish thatweighed an incredible 63.4 pounds. This monster
carp smashed the previous record set justlastyear by Bradley
DiSorda - afish that weighed 44 pounds 11 ounces, also taken
on Lake Champlain by bow. Kinney’s newrecord measured 39
V4 inches inlength while its girth was an immense 37 “-inches.

Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department fisheries biolo-
gist Shawn Good, who administers the state’s Record Fish
Program, says Kinney'’s carp is the heaviest fish ever entered in
the program.

“The department started tracking state record fish in 1969,
and this 63 pound carp is far and away the largest fish ever
entered,” said Good. “Asamatter of fact, looking through the

more than 1,200 entries received over the last 53 years, seven
ofthe ten biggest fish on the list are carp. The other three fish
inthe Top 10 are a muskellunge, alake trout and a channel
catfish”

Good says with the increased interest in carp fishing in
North American waters in the last 10-20 years, Kinney’s giant
really shines alight on the potential Lake Champlain has as

Fish & 21

Courtesy VIF&W
Right: Jacob Kinney took this 63.35 pound carp while bow-
fishing last May in the Alburgh area of Lake Champlain. It
beat the existing carp record set in 2021 by nearly 20 pounds.
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%W
to Godnicks

Vermont'’s Largest Furniture Store

Stop in
or check
out our

toys online

Godnicks In business since 1927

Grand Furniture Known for Quality, Service & Integrity

Godnicks Grand Furniture is a family-owned quality Furniture, Mattress, Living Room,
Dining Room, Bedroom, Home Office and Accents store based in Rutland, VT.

B cwiand mec
Canadel "“"""'

259 N. Main St., Rte. 7, Rutland, VT | 775-7000 | Open Mon.-Sat. 8:30-5:30, Sunday Hours 11-4

() Rowe
Furniture

www.godnicksfurniture.com

SMALL MOUNTAIN CI-IARM

*

BIG MOUNTAIN
SKIING & RIDING

Open daily starting Feb 16th through Feb 27th
Scan QR code or buy tickets online at picomountain.com

Saturday & Sunday 11:30 a.m.
Mon. - Fri. 3:00 p.m.

‘ Live Music every
s I ‘ Fri. & Sat. @ 7:30 p.m.

o 0, @ " Curragh’s Fancy
m.
Apres

GUINNES #94_ S

DESTINATION

Rte. 4 between Killington & Pico
802-775-7181
Fieo innatlongtrail.com

LLINGTON, VT

Rooms & Suites available
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Music.
CULTURE.
RESILIENCE.
HISTORY.
RHYTHM.

JAZZ FES

ANEW ORLEANS STORY o
s

MUSIC, FILM & FOOD SOIREE

% SAT,FEB18.3:00,m W

Billings Farm & Museum

General Admission Showing
SUN, FEB 19 - 3:00 pm
billingsfarm.org/filmseries
802-457-5303

OPEN DAILY 11:30-9 PM.
FRI'& SAT 11:30-10 PM.

BURGERS BEST ~ WINGS ~ BURRITOS
~ HOMEMADE SPECIALS ~
SANDWICHES ~ KIDS MENU ~ NACHOS

*RENOVATEDIGAME ROOM
= EPIC'WIDESCREEN'TV:S

“EVISUPERCHARGERS
“NEW'DINNERIMENU

PARTIESIOF:8I0R{MORE{RESERVATIONSJACCERTED
WE LOVE GROUPS AND BIG PARTIES

\O1S OF FUN AT 74

QS

2910 KILUINGTON ROAD, [IUURNESTON Vir
802-422-100K : LOOKOUTVT.COM
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Back Country Cage

The Back Country Café is a hot spot

for delicious breakfast foods. Choose

from farm fresh eggs, multiple kinds of

pancakes and waffles, omelets or daily
specials to make your breakfast one of a kind. Just the right heat Bloody
Marys, Mimosas, Bellini, VT Craft Brews, Coffee and hot chocolate drinks.
Maple Syrup and VT products for sale. Check Facebook for daily specials.
802-422-4411.

Dream Maker Bakers

Dream Maker Bakers is an all-butter, from-scratch
bakery making breads, bagels, croissants, cakes
and more daily. It serves soups, salads and
* sandwiches and offers seating with free Wifi. At
5501 US Route 4, Killington, VT. No time to wait?

Call ahead. Curb-side pick up available.  dreammakerbakers.com,
802-422-5950.

. Killngton Morksl
k1111ngton Take breakfast, lunch or dinner on the

market go at Kilington Market, Killington's
on-mountain grocery store for the
last 30 years. Choose from breakfast
sandwiches, hand carved dinners, pizza, daily fresh hot panini, roast chicken,
salad and specialty sandwiches. Vermont products, maple syrup, fresh meat
and produce along with wine and beer are also for sale. killingtonmarket.
com 802-422-7736 or 802-422-7594.

thnatLong Tradl

Looking for something a litfle different? Hit up
McGrath’s Irish Pub for a perfectly poured pint
of Guinness, live music on the weekends and
delicious food. Guinness not your favorite?
They also have Vermont's largest Irish Whiskey
selection. Visit innatlongtrail.com, 802-775-7181.

quid Art
LIQUID ART 964

1D AKL Relax in the warm atmosphere at Liquid

& cacery  Art. Look for artfully served lattes from

their La Marzocco espresso machine, or

if you want something stronger, try their

signature cocktails. Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner, they focus on healthy

fare and provide you with a delicious meal different than anything else on the
mountain. liquidartvt.com, (802) 422-2787.

The Party Store | 129 Strongs Ave Rutland | 802-773-3155

Lookout Tavern,

A place for fun, friends and good times here
in Killington! Everything from soup to nuts for
lunch and dinner; juicy burgers, fresh salads,
delicious sandwiches and K-Town’s best wings.
Your first stop after a full day on the Mountain for
a cold beer or specialty drink and a great meal!
lookoutvt.com, 802-422-5665.

Moguls

Voted the best ribs and burger in Killington,
Moguls is a great place for the whole
family. Soups, onion rings, mozzarella
sticks, chicken fingers, buckets of chicken
wings, salads, subs and pasta are just
some of the food that's on the menu. Free shuttle and take away and delivery
options are available. mogulssportspub.com 802-422-4777.

Mowitain 704
MOUNTAIN TOP Whether staying overnight or visiting for
INN & RESORT the day, Mountain Top's Dining Room &

Tavern serve delicious cuisine amidst one

of Vermont's best views. A mix of locally
inspired and International cuisine — including salads, seafood, poultry and a
new steakhouse menu - your taste buds are sure to be satisfied. Choose from
12 Vermont craft brews on tap. Warm up by the terrace fire pit after dinner! A
short drive from Killington. mountaintopinn.com, 802-483-2311.

Sugar and Spice
«c F‘A‘ngli[;\ Stop on by to Sugar and Spice for a home style
SU Pc“‘\;;:r’ MONT breakfast or lunch served up right. Try six different
: N @ kinds of pancakes and/or waffles or order up

some eggs and home fries. For lunch they offer
a Filmore salad, grilled roast beef, burgers and
sandwiches. Take away available.
www.vtsugarandspice.com 802-773-7832.

Sushi Yoshi

is Kilington's  true culinary
adventure. With Hibachi, Sushi, Chinese and
Japanese, we have something for every age
and palate. Private Tatame rooms and large
party seating available. We boast a full bar with
20 craft beers on draft. We are chef-owned and operated. Serving lunch
and dinner. Delivery or take away option available. Now open year round.
www.vermontsushi.com 802-422-4241.

SUsHI

VOSHI Sushi  Yoshi

CHINESE BOURMET

HIBCH
SitheOlse

Soup Dog

The only place like it in Kilington! Soups
served hot or in a 32 oz that you can heat up
when convenient. We have a great selection
of hotdog toppings to choose from. Mountain
photography, clothing, syrup, and gifts in this quaint mountain side hidden gem!
2822 Killington Rd, behind Domenic's Pizzeria 802-353-9277.

KILLINGTON VT

Back
OUNTRY

CAFE

EGGS - OMELETTES - PANCAKES - WAFFLES
TAKE-OUT AVAILABLE

923 KILLINGTON RD. 802-422-4411

Eat, Drink, Shop LWIM/

MountaN TiMES,
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Fish: Fish out there that can provide amazing action with real trophy potential all year long on lakes and rivers

from page 18
aworld class carp fishing
destination.

“Bradley’s record carp last
year was no slouch atnearly
45pounds,” said Good. “But
then Jacob’s fish beating it by
nearly 20 pounds isreallyjust
mind blowing”

Good says that at 265,000
acresand 120-mileslong,
Lake Champlain offers a
nearlyuntapped carp popu-
lation thatreceives verylittle
attention.

“I'think thatdie-hard
carpers, whether they fish
European style, or go after
them with fly gear, would be
floored atwhat Champlain
hasto offer. Thelake not only
produces trophy sized fish
but it also provides consistent
action for carp inthe 15 to 20
poundrange. Ittrulyisacarp
angler’s dream paradise.”

Good says that for anglers
looking for new challenges
and adventures, Vermont
provides many overlooked
fishing opportunities.

“Vermonthas an abun-
dance of waters with awide
diversity of fish species that

can be targeted and caught
by hook-and-line, which
speaksto both the variety
and quality of sport fishing
opportunities supported
by healthy waters and good
aquatic habitat,” said Good.
Agreatexample of that,
accordingto Good, is seeing
the burbotrecord broken
three times in thelast 10
years, and twice lastyear in
justatwo-month span.
“While fishing remains
excellent for more traditional
species such asbass, trout,
salmon, and pike, there are
somany other fish out there
that can provide amaz-
ingaction with real trophy
potential. Fish like burbot,
bowfin, drum, gar, fallfish,
suckers — the opportunities
are endless,” said Good.
“The threerecords set
in2022justreinforce the
notion that Vermont anglers
are expanding their fishing
pursuits and having a great
time while doingiit”
For more information
visit: Vifishandwildlife.com/
fish.

Courtesy VTF&W
Vermont's burbot state record was broken twice in a 2-month
period in early 2022. Matt Gingras (above) landed his record
10.9 pound fish while icefishing in February, only to be
beaten by 2 ounces in April when Stephen Estes landed an 11
pound burbot while bass fishing.

BJ's opens: Hartland's greatly missed corner store reopened Monday, Feb. 13 to locals delight

from page 2

Rose, who setup and opened the
Skinny Pancake in Quechee, said BG’s
was already one of the most successful
and well-run small stores he’s seen.

“We're only changing a few things
toimprove the customers’ experience
and help them find what they want,”
Rose said. “We don’tneed to reinvent
the wheel”

Rose haslived in Hartland for seven
years and has two children at Hartland
Elementary School. He was very
familiar with “the BG’s experience”
and loves the community.

“The store is so bright, and seems so
muchlarger and easier to maneuver
in,” Helen Stocker, who came from
Windsor to see the new layout, told the

Mountain Times. “Ilike it,” She bought
two New York Strip steaks to cook on
the grill.

Nicole Bartner, owner of the
Hartland Diner and one of the first
customers, admired the new coffee
station. Grab-and-Go breakfast
sandwiches beckon coffee customers
from a warming display.

“Thisis great!” Bartner said, looking
around the “new” store.

Tom White, former selectman,
was very impressed. “Thisis really
something!” he said.

Greg Bjorkman stopped on his way
towork and promised to come back
later to “look around more.”

Hartland Fire ChiefJohn Sanders

-]
X
m Rusty Dewees

Comedy and Music Show
“the NEW and the OLD"

Fun For the whole family ...
almost.

West Rutland Town Hall
Feb 18, 7:30

Reserve call 802-793-1901
Benefits Town Dog Park
Rated “sc” some cussin
$22.00

and his wife Nikki Buck remarked
how impressed they were with the
appearance of the store.

Although the renovations were
extensive, the biggest delay was
licensing, permitting, lottery setup,
fire inspection and other bureaucratic
processes.

Ms. Estywill be behind the
new “Butcher” counter. Premade
sandwiches and store-prepared foods
such as soup-of-the-day, Shepherd’s
Pie and Macaroni and Cheese
will continue, as well as popular
McNamara'’s dairy products.

Most people said they never
realized how much they depended on
BG’s untilitwas closed.

SUSHI
YOSHI

CHINESE GOURMET

HIBACH!
STEAKHOUSE

MEN AT

L MidzwaylupKillingtonfAccess/Rd:
4= 0pen‘forindooriDining;Take=0ut:and'Delivery
Serving/Lunch & Dinner Daily
vermontsushi.com* 802.422.4241

DISCOVER VERMONT'S |
BEST BOOTFITTERS

ASKOURPROS ABOUT:
SKI & BOOT SALES
RACECENTER
PRECISION TUNING
AT/BACKCOUNTRY
CROSS COUNTRY
RENTALS
DEMOS

COME SEE US, SHOP ONLINE OR CALL THE PROS!

OKEMOACCESSRD thebootpro.net 802-228-2776
LUDLOW, VT

KillingtonDistillery.com
802.422.8200

Serving Full Dinner & Drinks
Location: 47 Old Mill Rd, Killington

| i |I : = v % \.t
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2023 is the year of the rabbit and we know it will bring good luck
to the six rabbits we have looking for loving indoor homes! These
beautiful rabbits are spayed and neutered, use their litterboxes
well, love veggies and have adoption fees of only $25! To adopt
one of these sweethearts go to our website spfldhumane.org
and fill out a rabbit application or call 802-885-3997 for more
information. We are hosting another low cost cat only spay and
neuter clinic on March 21st. Check out our Facebook events or call
for more information.

This pet is available for adoption at

Springfield Humane Society
401 Skitchewaug Trail, Springfield, VT- (802) 885-3997
*Open by appointment only. spfldhumane.org

I'm a 7-year-old neutered male. Like a few of my suite mates
here, things in my previous home were shifting, due to no fault
of mine, and I came to reside at Lucy Mackenzie. I'm a quiet
gentleman who enjoys affection and attention. In my previous
life’s chapter, I was the solo animal and I think in my forever
home, I might still prefer that type of living situation. Perhaps
a patient, animal knowledgeable child might not be bad, and
maybe I could even sleep at the end of their bed at night. I love
a good snuggle.

This pet is available for adoption at

Lucy Mackenzie Humane Society
4832 VT-44, Windsor, VT - (802) 484-5829
*(By appointment only at this time.) Tues. - Sat. 12-4 p.m.
& Thurs. 12-7 p.m. - lucymac.org

Catamoeunt Fet SUPP19
Compaﬂg) inle

296 U.S. Route 4 East
Rutland Town, VT 05701 | 802-773-7642

MON. - FRI. 10° - 6:30°P™ & SAT. 102 - 5pm

Grooming by appointment | 802-773-7636

Rutlahd County

Humane Society

Meet Nitro—1-year-old.
male. Lab/Pit mix. Black.
Nitro is a sweet and goofy
boywho loves to learn. He
may be reactive to other
dogs and people.

&

Meet Bucky—18-month-
old. Neutered male. Treeing
Walker Coonhound. Tri-
color. He loves the outdoors
and needs plenty of exer-
cise. His manners could use
some fine-tuning.

b §

Meet Prince—4-year-
old. Neutered male. Pit mix.
Chocolate. Ifyou are look-
ing for a stoic, smart, and
sweet pup, please consider
Prince!

Meet Grace—2-year-
old. Spayed female. Pitbull
mix. Black.Grace is a sweet
girl, who needs someone
to give her patience and
time to settle in. She has
definitely come out of her
shell, and is very exuber-
ant, loves her toys and
treats. She loves to prance.

Meet Miley—4-year-old.
Spayed female. Domestic
mediumbhair. Buff. Miley is
aquiet, but sweet girl. She is
still adjusting here but she is
very lovely once she starts to
openup. She cametousasa
stray on Feb. 2, so we are still
getting to know her.

E - &

Meet Margaret—3-year-
old. Spayed female. Do-
mestic shorthair. Black and
white. A sweet girlwho's
easy going and content
describes her best.

Meet Trix—6-year-old. Neutered male. Pit bull
mix. Brindle with white. How about that smile? Trix

was actually adopted from RCHS in 2016 when he
was a puppy but was recently brought back to us. He
is a bit shy at first, but quickly warms up and really
wants to be around people. He was brought in with
another dog, so he has lived with other dogs before.
Heloves his walks and playtime, and can’t say no to
belly rubs.

All of these pets are available for adoption at

Rutland County Humane Society
765 Stevens Road, Pittsford, VT - (802) 483-6700
Tues. - Sat. 11-5 p.m. for adoptions
*(By appointment only at this time.)

Closed Sun. & Mon. - www.rchsvt.org

Help keep the animals warm with the RCHS
winter warmth fundraiser

Nothing feels more welcoming than entering a warm
house after being out in the cold. Imagine how a stray
animal feels when it settles into the shelter at the Rutland
County Humane Society (RCHS) after being cold, lostand
hungry, and sometimes for days or weeks. You can help
provide that warmth by participating in the RCHS Winter
Warmth Fundraiser. Tolearn more about howyou can help
the animals and win cash prizes in this fundraiser, please
visit our website at rchsvt.org or call RCHS at 802-483-9171
ext. 208.

67
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MeetBoo Boo—4 year-
old. Spayed female. Domes-
tic shorthair. Brown/black
tiger. She likes to be petted
and loved up.

Meet Deebo—3-year-
old. Spayed female. Domes-
tic shorthair. Brown tiger.
She is one of the first to run
over to greet you when you
go into the catrooms.

Meet Pearl (bonded
pair)—2year-old. Spayed
female. Domestic shorthair.
Orange and white. Pearl
and Cream are littermates
and need to go together.

Cream (bonded Pair)—2
year-old. Spayed female.
Domestic shorthair. Orange
and white. Cream is best
friends with her sister Pearl.
They are littermates and
need to go to their new
hometogether.

Spooky—2-year-old.
Neutered male. Domestic
shorthair. Brown tiger. This
handsomelittle fellaisa

kitty who is sure to make a
great friend.
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roups, communities and friends

may come into focus this week.
The energy is heavy, but it’s also
strangely clarifying. You might like to
call this week your “annual friendship
review.” Time alone in contemplation
might be preferable to a heightened
social schedule. Be strategic. This is
the time to figure out the reason / sea-
son / lifetime scenario. Decide who
goes into each category moving for-
ward. Anyone who is weighing you
down will only slow you down.

Taurus Virgo s Capricorn
April 21 - May 20 August 21 - September 20 December 21 - January 20

he phrase “to have is to hold”

must have been coined with a
Taurean in mind. The energy now
isn’t so much about holding, but
about enjoying the moment then let-
ting go. Good times don’t last forev-
er but the memory of the experience
will. This week is about savoring the
moment and letting it linger. Enjoy
the people in your life now — friends,
co-workers and your communities.
Let them inspire you and see a side
of life you rarely allow yourself to
enjoy.

‘ u Gemini ‘ T‘ Libra 2
May 21 - June 20 September 21 - October 20

Sometimes we have to let go of
the things we think we know in
order to experience something magi-
cal. This week a couple of align-
ments take place in your career and
your travel and adventure zones.
Thus, you’re encouraged to explore
new opportunities and possibilities.
If you’ve been considering turning
a study pathway into a career direc-
tion, this would be a great week to
take your first steps in making it hap-
pen.

ey Cancer
CETTEN

You might be longing for a change
in scenery this week or dream-
ing of a location you’ve long wanted
to visit. Perhaps it’s a spiritual path or
a study pursuit that has captured your
imagination. It’s wonderful to have a
dream in your heart for it keeps the
soul alive. Despite that, there are some
real, practical components you can’t
avoid either, such as: do you have the
funds to support this? Get your ducks
lined up and commit to your dream.

Empowering you to lead a divinely inspired life.

Cassandra has studied astrology for about 20 years. She is aninternational teacher of astrolol ywh}o_ has been utglishged all over the globe.

it

R T S T SN R i T
2R A

t's been a long and arduous road

for you in recent years, relationship
wise. I'm happy to say, that for the
most part, the road is all but travelled.
This week you may reach a milestone
that is well worth celebrating. Put the
past in the past and come together in
the spirit that brought you together
in the first place — all butterflies and
romance. You’'ll either reinspire the
magic between you or you’ll realize
the road has two differing directions.

his week, put aside your penchant

for perfection and lean into the
magic of possibility. Whether it’s in a
romantic setting or with other people
in general, especially at work, see the
good in them and it will come back to
you threefold. If you’ve reached your
limit to how much you can give, allow
people the chance to step up and sup-
port you. Your life will change-a lot —
if you give yourself permission to be
taken care of.

t could really be one of the happiest

and most magical weeks of the year
for you. Or, it could bring the realization
that despite your best efforts, a situation
has come to its inevitable conclusion.
Either way, a decision will be either
made by you or for you. You may have
to dig a little deeper to find the magic
right now, but true love and happiness
is actually made in the less-than-great
moments. Life can’t be chocolates and
roses all of the time!

- %
-
ee®

‘m not the type of astrologer who

would write you a trashy romance
horoscope. That said, if there were ever
a time for me to do so, this would be
the week! Not only are stars aligning
for love, they do so in your love and sex
zone. If an existing partnership could
use a sprinkling of sugar, don’t hold
back. If you’d like to let someone know
you’re interested, make it known! Noth-
ing about your love life can change until
you do!

‘ Aries “ Leo ﬁ Sai ittarius
March 21 - April 20 July 21 - August 20 November 21 - December 20

rget the candlelit dinners and the
overcrowded restaurants, your
happiest Valentine's Day experience
is best had at home! Go the extra mile
and cook an amazing meal for those
you love — or even just for yourself!
Set the table nice. Light the candles.
Play the music. Set the mood. This
is also ideal for showing gratitude to
all that you do have, even if it’s not
everything you want just yet. Set the
intention to keep believing.

here’s no romance without fi-

nance. That said, it might be the
little things you can do for someone
you love, including yourself, right
now. It might be the cup of coffee
you make for someone in the morn-
ing. The helpful gesture you do, just
because. The text message you send
during the day to let someone know
you’re thinking of them. It doesn’t
have to cost a lot, or anything, to be a
true romantic.

Aquarius
January 21 - February 20

f you go shopping this week, you’ll

probably see a heightened male
clientele with bunches of flowers,
massive teddy bears and chocolates
all because of the expectation around
Valentine's Day. For some it might be
fun, but you probably find it rather
lame. If that’s the case, make it known
how you think and feel about the situ-
ation. In fact, you might like to save
your money and do something sweet
together at a time that works for you.
Tuesday nights aren’t particularly ro-
mantic!

Scorpio

) Pisces
- afe<
You might be feeling the weight
of Saturn in your sign, but tech-
nically the heavy planet hasn’t ar-
rived yet. So with that in mind, you
might like to throw caution to the
wind and indulge in all things magic,
wistful, romantic and even a tad ir-
responsible. Life will feel different
soon enough so having the chance
to let your hair down a bit this week
will be something your future self
will most likely thank you for.
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Love is In the stars

Ifyou tend to be one of those people
who don’t celebrate Valentine’s
Day because it's commercial-
ized, thenyou'd be right. Itis!
However, this year thereisa
rare alignment between Earth
time and Cosmic time. On
Feb. 15, romantic Venus in Pi-
sces makes her annual fusion
with ethereal Neptune, mak-

why am I harping on this this week? It’s
because Venus and Neptune will
contend with Saturn for the next
fewyears, plus a few other cosmic
complications which will sour
the flavor.

Speaking of Saturn, the Sun plus
the ringed planet will make their
final conjunction in Aquarius

for 30 years on Thursday. This

ing this a sublime influence Cosmic clarifying and sobering energy

for all things joy, pleasure and Catalogue will add a dose of reality to an

love. By Cassandra otherwise surreal week. If so far
Thatsaid, youdon’thave Tyndall in 2023, you've been dragging

tobein arelationship to enjoy

the moment. Time spent with friends or
doing something you really enjoy will help
you extract this sweet cosmic nectar. So

your heels a bit orlacking in
focus, a Sun / Saturn combination will help
yourefine your direction and figure out
your priorities.

Goggle tan blue

Thadn’trealized yet that it was spring.

Only last week, we were freezing
standing in the cold, skiing snow so firm
thatyour entire body shuddered when
youmaneuvered away from the groomed
trails. That was only last week, right?

Today my face is on fire and I am sweat-
ing. The skyis a stunning blue. The kind
ofblue that makes you go ride the North
Ridge Quad for the optimum tanning
angle. Man, that
chair just sets you
up right.

The sky is
Goggle Tan Blue.

You know it, you
can feel it coming.
Your cheeks, no
longer bitten by
frost, are on fire
from the com-
bined strength of
the direct sunlight
and the reflec-
tion of those rays
from the snow onto your face. Your lips
are chapped, your fingernails are peeling
and chipping underneath your gloves.
And damn it, you obviously haven’tbeen

Livin' the
Dream
By Merisa
Sherman

Becauseitis freaking glorious. Not the
knee deep powder kind of glorious, the
groomed to the nines while we’ve got the
perfect wax glorious, or the soft powder
bumps with large scrape-y bits in random
places glorious. This is the cream cheese
hero snow greatness. The sun-soaked,
slight waterlogged but not too much, soft
instant mashed potato snow. The kind
of snow that with a little effort, is the best
playground on the planet. Atleast for me.

We take the skier’s right on Upper
Double, my dad’s preferred line, the last
place where he skied powder with his girls
and now one of my utmost favorite places
on the mountain to make a few turns.

It tastes delicious today and I can feel
my skis digging into the snow with ease,
not quite sinking and totally solid. We cross
over the workroad and five down over the
roller. I'm right on his tails and we jump,
sink, compress, rotate, press rise and it’s all
flying at me in sequence... pressuring the
tails more and more while I feel that playful
pop as my tails launch me into the next
turn. It’s soft. It’s playful. It's not that heavy.

And it’s one of my favorite feelings in
the world. The kind of turns where every-
thing else in the world fades away, and

drinking there isnothing but
enough water Even the middle is you and your skis,
to maintain playing your dance
the balance of cream cheese hero snow with the moun-
your body and : tain. Floating over
the weather. gloriousness! | am free! | am the trail and then
Youride free! No longer trapped to sinking deep into
the Canyon . . . it. Itabsorbs your
Quad and the the sides, searching for just every being and
South Ridge a little bit of traction, the sun youlose yourselfin
Quad, because the rhythm of your
for once, has left a beautiful gift. turns, only awake
youwon’tbe because you can
freezing to death on the ascent. There’sno  hear your breathing timed to the com-

wind, no brutally cold wind chilling you to
the bone as you prove your commitment
to skiing by riding up these lifts. In fact,
you unzip your jacket to let in the slight
breeze from the movement of the chair
through the air, you take your gloves off
and squish them underneath your thigh
so they don’t fall away and you lay back,
enjoying the miracle warmth while you
prep for a sun soaked Double Dipper.

pressions.

Imove to the left, toward the middle
into the usually quite firm abyss and
flinch just slightly as I anticipate the
scrape-y bits that usually define the
middle of DD. But there’s none there.

The middle is glorious. Even the middle

is cream cheese hero snow gloriousness!

Iam free! I am free! No longer trapped to
Living the Dream = 27

Pigeons in love

Humans often ascribe traits that we ad-
mire to other animals. We treasure a dog’s
loyalty, revere
an eagle’s power, A\ VS Y
and applaud a = =
dolphin’sintel-
lect. We hold these
creatures in high
esteem, whether
they are spotted
rarely in the wild or
are dailylounging
at our feet, because
we value these
same attributes
in ourselves.I'd
like to add another candidate to this list of
animal virtues: a pigeon’s ardor.

I care for a flock of four rescue pigeons,
each ofthem deemed non-releasable after
being broughtinjured to the Vermont
Institute of Natural Science’s Center for
Wild Bird Rehabilitation. Bennington,
Springfield, Simon, and Garfunkel now live
protected in a sheltered enclosure, tossed
together by their various misfortunes.
While itis easy to feel sympathy for an
injured animal of any kind, I am often sur-
prised that the same person who rescued
the bird may tell me, somewhat embar-
rassed, “It’s justa pigeon.”

It's true that pigeons are notrare. Today,
Columba livia, the rock pigeon, is one of the
mostwidely distributed birds on the planet.
Pigeons evolved to nest on rocky sea cliffs in
southern Europe and the Middle East, and
humans domesticated these birds nearly
10,000 years ago, long before keeping
chickens. People have valued pigeons for
their meat, as messengers, or as companion
animals, and have bred more than 1,000
different colors and varieties of the spe-
cies. Mostimportantly, people took their
pigeons with them wherever they went, and
today the global population, a combination
of the original rock pigeons and escaped
domestics from the past ten millennia, is
around 120 million individuals.

Butto be common in number and com-
mon in personality are two very different
things. Simon, the only female in my pigeon
flock, is the object of Bennington’s constant
affections. I have watched him run his beak
gently through the hard-to-reach feathers
ontheback ofher neckfor hours ona sunny
winter morning. Though she cannotreturn
the favor (she has a badly misaligned beak)
she follows at his heels and keeps the other
pigeons out of the best nesting box. Pigeons
are monogamous, keeping one partner for
life. They continuously reaffirm their connec-
tions; evenin January
Bennington =
dances

s
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The Outside

Story
By Anna Morris

for his mate, puffing out the feathers around
his neck, inflating air sacs in his throat, and
cooingand strutting in front ofher.

Though Simon hasyetto lay eggs,
pigeons can breed nearlyyear-round, even
during more mild New England winters.
This ability is granted to them by a unique
adaptation called crop milk. When the
young pigeons (or squabs) hatch, their
parents feed them a white, protein-rich
substance secreted directly from the walls
of the crop until the squabs can digest seeds
on their own. This milk can be produced at
any time of year, allowing pigeons to raise
their young on a nutritious diet even while
seeds are scarce. Both the male and female
produce this milk, sharing feeding and
incubation duties as well.

The devotion that pigeons have to their
partners and young was used to create
one of the most specialized breeds of any
domesticated animal: the homing pigeon.
Homing pigeons are another domesticated
breed of Columba livia; these heroes are
the same species as the birds you're likely to
come across in city parks. Throughout both
world wars, homing pigeons were used to
get messages quickly from soldiersin the
field to their officers back at base.

Because pigeons have both an incredible
natural sense of direction and a desper-
ate dedication to their families, they will
fly through darkness, storms, and fall-
ingbombs to get back to a waiting mate.
Pigeons often traveled in aircraft with Royal
Air Force bomber crews during WWIIL. One
pigeon, Winkie, saved the entire crew of a
crashed bomber by flying 120 miles in less
than two hours to her home coop in Scot-
land, where her owner contacted RAF offi-
cials, activating a rescue mission. Doubtless
she was unaware of her heroic act and was
grateful to be safe with her partner again
— butnotnearly as grateful as the rescued
crew of the bomber.

Sometimes, the traits we see in animals
are less flattering than those afforded
to the eagles and dolphins of the world,
and usually pigeons get abad rap. Ilike to
remember that they are simply living their
lives alongside us, because our skyscrapers
remind them of sea cliffs, our food is abun-
dantand sometimes unattended, and we
all want to settle down in a safe place with
someone we love.

Anna Morris is an environmental educator

atthe Vermont Institute of Natural Science. Il-
lustration by Adelaide Murphy Tyrol. The Out-
side Story is assigned and edited by Northern
Woodlands magazine and sponsored by the
Wellborn Ecology Fund of the New Hampshire
Charitable Foundation:
nhcforg.
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Exactly who'’s in charge?

Recently, I told my son
thatIthoughthe was old

By Dom Cioffi

enough and mature enough
to watch “The Godfather”
trilogy (Ileft out the fact that
all three films run nearly
three hours, which would
have dissuaded him). He
agreed, mostly because he’d
been hearing pop culture
references to the films for
years. (Every gangsta rapper
on earth idolizes either
Michael Corleone from
“The Godfather” or Tony
Montana from “Scarface.”)

We planned to watch
the first movie last Sunday
night. However, my wife
intervened and
begged us to watch
acomedy. She
said she couldn’t
bear the idea of
amob movie -
even thoughit’s
widely regarded
asone ofthe
greatest films
ever made.

We eventu-
ally acqui-
esced and
agreed to
watch the
new Jenni-
fer Lopez
rom-com,
“Shotgun
Wed-
ding” (see
lastweek’s review). That
was a big mistake.

We haven't revisited the
“Godfather” films yet, but
it’s high on my priority list.
Ilike exposing my son to
quality films since so much
of what'sreleased these
daysis garbage. Iwanthim
to have a good palate when
he gets older so if someone
mentions a particular clas-
sic, he can talk intelligently
aboutit.

Talking intelligently
aboutfilmisalostart, likely
because there are so few
films to talkintelligently
about. In fact, there’snota

lot of things to talk intel-
ligently about these days —
it'sallinternet memes and
conspiracy theories. And if
you do try to talk intelligent-
ly about a given subject, you
never know if the factsyou'd
like to base an argument on
aretrue.

Unless you've been
living under arock or have
atotal ban on national
media (which Iwholeheart-
edly support), you've likely
heard about the release of
ChatGPT, anew Al system
thathas the entire world in
awe about how intelligent it
seems.

Basically, ChatGPTisa
computer program that has
scanned all the available
datain the world and then
learned how to intelligently
communicate itback to
humans. For an example, I
asked ChatGPT this ques-
tion: “What is ChatGPT?”
Here'’s how it answered:

“ChatGPTisaconversa-
tional Almodel developed
by OpenAl.Itis alan-
guage model based on the
transformer architecture,
which uses deep learning
techniques to generate
human-like

text. ChatGPT has been
trained on a diverse range
ofinternet text, so it can
respond to a wide range of
questions and generate text
onavariety of topics.”

That answer may not
impress everyone, but
youmustadmit, that’sa
pretty good response for a
computer; it seems pretty
human tome.Iused to eas-
ily pick out computer-gen-
erated news stories because
they were uncomfortably
written with poor grammar

The Movie Diary > 27

By Brooke Geery, Killington Resort
Shannah Connell smiles from behind the bar at the new K-1 Lodge. After a decade working as a waitress, she was excited for the new gig.

Beast Week: Killington resort celebrates employees for its annual Beast Week, Feb. 11-17

from page 1

Although he works full time, Reed
considers himselfretired, focused
mostly onraising his three children and
living alife that includes lots of skiing, a
little mountain biking and tons of time
outdoors. “If this lifestyle isimportant
toyou, thisis the job for you,” he said.
“Ifyou’relooking to go skiing and
mountain biking and have a great time
outdoors and meetnew people, thisis
definitely the spot”

Ryan Kania discovered just thatwhen
he moved to Vermont from Warwick,
RhodeIsland in November and took a
jobin Resort Maintenance.

“It'sthe firstjob I've really ever had
where, today’s my Monday, and [was
excited to come here,” he said. “I'm not
used to that.I've had some good jobs,
but this one, every dayIlook forward to
beinghere. Even on my days off, I'm still
up here, whether 'm on the mountain
or whatever. I like the ski culture, snow-
boarding culture, everybody’skind ofa
family up here and it’s just something
I've never experienced”

Working in resort maintenance,
Kania does alittle bit of everything,
which he said he also likes. “You never
knowwhat the dayis going to bring. We
do electrical, we do carpentry, we do
plumbing, snowremoval, and basically
help out every department”

While he’sworking hard, he said he
agreed with Reed thatit’s all about the
lifestyle. “Ifyoulike the wintertime and
youwant to go to the kind of place that
winter’s worth it, come here. Iwish I did
ityearsago.’

Killington has a way of attracting and
keeping people, no matter how far away
they started. Now a front desk supervisor
atthe Killington Grand Hotel, Roberta
Hefner is originally from Belo Horizonte,
Brazil. She first came to Killington in
2004 on a]J-1studentvisa. Her firstrole
wasworkingin the K-1 cafeteria, and she
liked it so much that she came back for
another season. She tried outhouse-
keeping andlift operations and mether
now husband before returninghome to
South America. After five years of long-
distance romance, she finally decided to
make it official in 2011, and moved back
totheareatofind herideal role working

atthehotel.

“Iwentto school for hospitality back
home, so thisis definitely the bestjob,”
she said. “Here, it’s different every day,
you don’tknowwhatyou're going to get.
Some days are very stressful, some days
areveryfun”

Over in the Mini Stars room at
Ramshead Lodge, Nicholas DeMaio said
there’salotless stress than one might
expectas he spends his days teaching 4-
to 6-year-olds to ski and snowboard. He
originally came to Killington to snow-
board with friends and was immediately
hooked. A season later, he was working
inlift operations, but with a background
working at camps, he made the transi-
tion to the snow sports school.

“Irealized that working with kids was
alittle more my speed,” he said. “Work-
inginhereis one of those spaces thatis
more rejuvenating than anything. You
getto see someone learn really quickly
andyou get to see someone fall in love
with the sport. Italso teaches you to be
more patient with your own riding and
skiing because you're not really going
to have a choice but to build your skills
whileyou're doingit. It's a great place to
learn and get better for yourself.”

He also enjoys the laid-back culture in
the snow sports school.

“Ilike thatit’s notall about getting
every single thing done right now,” he
said. “You can take a break and go snow-
boarding, clear your head and everyone
is on the same page that not everything
isaboutwork, it’s about enjoying what
you're doing every day”’

Working at Killington Resort has
many perks and getting to skiand
snowboard at work s obviously one of
the best. It's what sign shop technician
Myles Liddell said has kepthim moving
up theranks.

“Having a season passis a great thing,”
he said. “It's just wonderful being able
toride every day on my lunch breaks.
Beingable to clockin, clockoutandride
snowboards and mountain bikes””

Originally from Downsville, New York
and Columbia, South Carolina, Liddell
also started in lifts in 2020 but now is part
of the marketing department, creating
the signsyou see around the resort. He

said it was easy and rewarding to switch
between departments.

The Beast is proud to promote from
within whenever possible and that’s
how Shannah Connell scored her dream
bartending gig. She started as a waitress
in Snowshed nearly a decade ago, and
when ajob opened up behind the bar,
shewas a shoo-in. Now she spends most
ofherwinter days in the new K-1 Lodge
Pub, and summers behind the bar at the
Snowshed Umbrella Bar.

“Ilike thatit’s daytime and it’s fun!”
she said. “It'snotreally a skilodge be-
causeyousee alot of regulars that come
ineveryweek”

Connellis originally from NewJersey,
but like so many that now call Killington
home, shelearned to ski as akid at Pico
Mountain.

“As akid my parents used torenta
house on Alpine Drive every year and my
high school trips were up here and then
my friends started moving up here and I
justthoughtI'd tryitfor a season. Here I
am!” shelaughed.

Over at Pico Mountain, the job
descriptions are the same, butaccording
to Pico rental shop supervisor Madi-
son Scott, everything else is different.
Originally from Manchester, Scottis a
graduate of the Resort Hospitality pro-
gram at Castleton University. She spent
acouple years workingin the rental shop
atKillington as part of the school co-op
program, but had stepped away to pur-
sue other opportunities, when the offer
torun the Pico shop brought her back.

“They are two very, very different
places,” she said. “My experience at Kil-
lington was alot more fast paced. Here
it’slike being athome. Even the guests
thatjust come up for the weekend, they
arevery hospitable. They're very under-
standing, they're notlooking for the rush.
Itkeeps me wanting to come back.”

Wanting to come to work every day
isagreat thing and everyone agrees:
working for either Killington or Picois so
much more than ajob.

Hefner summed it up: "Tthinkit’s
agreatplace towork. I've made many
friends here, the community s great, I
like to work where people come to vaca-
tion. I'think that's the best part.”
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Professional Service You Can Trust

802-770-8088 i

Professional Service, Professional Results
For All Your Plumbing & Heating Needs
Specializing in Home Efficiency & Comfort

24 Hour Emergency Service

(802) 353-0125

WATER WELLS )
PUMPS

COMPLETE
WATER SYSTEMS

il .~ HYDRO FRACKING
- GEOTHERMAL y

East Poultney, VT 05741
802-287-4016
parkerwaterwells.com
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( WASHBURN & WILSON |
AGENCY, INC.

144 Main St.  PO. Box 77 « Bethel, VT 05032
Providing Insurance for your Home, Auto or Business

Short Term Rentals * High Value Homes @
L

Free Insurance Quotes
Call Mel or Matt 802-234-5188

\_ www.washburnandwilson.com y

Kitchen and Bath

K&N [

Design, LLC

— Hardware
— Plumbing Fixtures
— Installation

— Cabinets
— Countertops
— Flooring

Kelly & Nick | 802-245-4474

125 Valley View Drive, Mendon, Vermont
kndesigns125@gmail.com
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Email editor@mountaintimes.info

aexll=® D DUCK

Sne Use ¢

Recycling

Weekly « Bi-Weekly « Seasonal * Year-Round

802-422-2230 - redduckrefuse.com

PRIOR FOR HIRE

Handyman Services
Snow Removal

Jeremy Prior 802.353.1806

Plumbing and Heating, Inc.
Michael J. Belanger

Residential/Commercial/ Backflow Testing

VT Master Plumber
Serving Central VT
802-797-8292

candidoYelectric

residential & light commercial ¢ licensed & insured

office: 802.772.7221
cell: 802.353.8177
frank candido rutland/killington

candidoeclectricQyahoo.com
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B BLINDS

Style and service for every budget.’

39% Off
SAVINGS

*Excludes Lutron

Budget Blinds of Rutland
802-417-0020

* Blinds ¢ Drapes * Shutters ¢ Shades °
* Home Automation *

Your trusted local resource.

Bring Your Home

£'& er Improvement Project To Us!

Buﬂdjng Supplies, Hardware & Paint

802-422-3469 | M-F 7:30-4:30 Sat 8-Noon |Route 4 Killington, VT

2 Washlngton Street Rutland, VT 05701

(802) 773-3010
Gary H. Clifford « James J. Clifford

Renovations, Additions & New Construction

b Visiom

(802) 342-6026

¢ Structural
Repairs

¢ Preventative
Maintenance

www.VisionBuildersVt.com ) S'd'”g
FREE ESTIMATES * FULLY INSURED * Framing
ALL CALLS RETURNED  ° Decks

ERIC SCHAMBACH ¢ 36 Years Experience

Full Service Vape Shop
Humidified Premium Cigars ¢ Hand Blown Glass Pipes
Hookahs & Shisha Roll Your Own Tobacco & Supplies
CBD Products * Smoking Accessories

131 Strongs Avenue Rutland, VT
(802) 775-2552
Call For Shuttle Schedule

Like us on n
Facebook!

Twin StateE PooL

Spra&BILLIARDS

SALES & RESTORATION

Don White
603-543-0505
twinstatepool@hotmail.com

800-281-8018
VT 05762 « cvoil.com
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The Movie Diary: ChatGPT can respond to a wide range of questions and generate text on a variety of topics

from page 25
and sloppy punctuation. ChatGPTisona
whole newlevel.

To test it further, I asked for a brief
review on “The Godfather” and here’s
whatitspatout:

“The Godfather” isa classic crime
drama that tells the story of the
Corleone family, a powerful Italian-
American mafia clan. Directed by
Francis Ford Coppola, the film boasts
aphenomenal cast, including Marlon
Brando, Al Pacino, James Caan, and
Richard S. Castellano. The script, based
on the novel by Mario Puzo, is expertly
written, and the cinematography is
stunning. The film'’s themes of power,
loyalty, and family are timeless, and
itsimpact on the crime genre cannot
be overstated. Ifyou haven’t seen “The
Godfather,’ it's a must-watch for any
cinephile. The performances, direction,
and storytelling are all top-notch, mak-

ingitatrue masterpiece of American
cinema”

Keep inmind, ChatGPT didn’t find
that text somewhere and regurgitate
it. Itread every possible thread on the
internet that mentioned the movie and
then came up with its own conclusion.
That’s aremarkable jump in Al, which
iswhy everyone is concerned (think
about what this means for teachers as-
signing homework papers).

Igaveitone more test.Iasked the
mostrandom thingI could think of:
“Tell me a joke about the Buddhaand a
giraffe” The reply: “Why did the Buddha
bring aladder to the zoo? So he could
talk to the giraffe on a higherlevel”’

And that, my friends, iswhen I got
scared...

Thisweek’s feature, “M3GAN,” could
possiblybe alater incarnation of Chat-
GPT (if things go horribly wrong). And if

thisis the future, we're in trouble.

M3GAN is a life-like, full-sized child
doll that canlearn and communicate
inwhatever environment she’s placed
into. When one familyintroduces a
M3GAN dollinto their home, they are
hopeful their daughter will come to
love, learn from, and appreciate her
new companion.

Unfortunately, thatdidn’thappen.

“M3GAN” is a twisted sci-fi horror
film meant to push the boundaries of
how Al could gorogue in the future.
Check this one outifyoulove the idea
of artificial intelligence destroying
humanity, just don’t expect the intel-
lectuallevel of “ExMachina”

A “B-" for “M3GAN’, now playing in
theaters everywhere.

Gota question or comment for
Dom? You can reach him by email
at: moviediary@att.net.

THE

KILLINGTON

GROUP
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

e VacaTioN RENTALS
® PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
® CLEANING SERVICES

KILLINGTONGROUP.COM

KILLINGTON ROAD - (802) 422-2300

Living the Dream The kind of turns where everything else fades away
from page 24
the sides, searching

Mountainside at Killington

seems to exist

for just alittle bit of after the first-run
traction, the sun has groomies wear off
left a beautiful gift. and there is noth-
ITamlaunching ingleft to hold onto
my skis, jumping this soyoujustend up
mound over toward sideslipping halfthe
the next, turning in way down. Thatline
the air and throwing today was The Line.
in some hop turns The junky middle
for fun. Because who line became the
cares? I am going to perfectline. And the
land in the cream world was filled with « Private, single- « Spectacular views « Property management, « Ski home, enjoy
cheeseand it Submited _glory. amiyhome - ofemountang - compleeyeariound - hikingand

sites of Killington and
the valleys beyond

hold.Ican do what-
ever I want, the fear
of the slide for life or the unlatched edge
vanishes and it’s a Superstar Glacier type
free for all — on Double Dipper! This is
killer awesome. My heart is pumping hard
with joy as my legs swing underneath me
and my quads start burning.

Thatline was in. The line that never

Warm sun melts snow, creating great skiing. Now you know,
we have to do it twice
to getitright? Then we should probably go
hit Lower Ovation atleast twice.

Praise be the sun gods and the Janu-
ary (February?) thaw. May they go away
now so that we can have the (atleast) six
more weeks of winter that the groundhog

promised us.

checks

Mountainside Properties

2023 Killington Road, Killington, VT 05751
Mountainsideproperties@aol.com
mountainsidepropertiesvt.com/glades/
802-236-1360

MOUNTAINSIDE

NOW ACCEPTING NEW LISTINGS' CONTACT US FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

LUXURY 5 BED/ 8 BATH THE ICONIC BACK
TIMBER FRAME RETREAT BEHIND RESTAURANT &
..—.., WITH AMAZING VIEWS! SMOKEHOUSE.

802.353.1604
VTPROPERTIES.NET

IDEAL PROPERTIES CLOSE TO
KILLINGTON, OKEMO OR WOODSTOCK!

HOMES | CONDOS | LAND

Prime spot a couple of
minutes from the Killington
Access Rd. Gorgeous open
floor plan with multiple living
levels & lock out options. Ideal
property for short term rental
investment. Exercise room/
Indoor Pool, wine cellar, 3 car
heated garage, and so much
more! CALL FOR PRICE.

High visibility located on the
corner of Route 4 and Route
100 South. A minute away
from the Killington Skyship.
Dining room & bar permitted
to seat 109 & outdoor
seating up to 50. Newly
updated commercial kitchen.
Awesome opportunity here.
$549,900

COMMERCIAL | INVESTMENT

Mami Rieger Samantha Ecke ~ Alexandra
Broker Lemesciuc

802.661.8069
802.353.1604 518.760.1294

Marni@PeakPropertyRealEstate.com
1995 Route 4, Killington VT
59 Central Street, Woodstock VT

William Spanos
802.345.0693

Lindsay
Cimadon
860.681.9302

2 MILES TO OKEMO/
JACKSON GORE!
HARRY’S CAFE!
Successfully run for 34
years with a huge following
of customers. Newly
renovated in 2018. So much
potential make it something
else or keep it the same.
MOTIVATED SELLERS!
$499K

MINUTE AWAY
TO KILLINGTON
SKYSHIP GONDOLA
& BASE LODGE.
Build your dream
retreat here! 7.88 acres
of land with mountain
views surrounding and
lovely river frontage.
7 bedroom state WW
permit in place. $315K
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KILLINGTON PICO REALTY
vV

Stunning ski-in/ski-out chalet located on
Killington's iconic Great Eastern ski trail!

Skyeward, a slopeside masterpiece offering the rare
combination of convenient ski access, mountain views
and luxury amenities. The beautifully designed interior

features modern amenities and high-end finishes,
while centuries-old York stone flooring, imported
from England, provides a touch of sophistication and
timeless elegance. Atemperature controlled wine
cellar and reclaimed vintage oak beams enhance the
warmth and rustic charm. The bedrooms and
bonus suites each feature its own bathroom,
ensuring privacy and comfort for all guests.

The primary suite is a true oasis, with a cozy
fireplace, a luxurious soaking tub carved from

a single piece of gleaming granite, glass-
enclosed marble shower and private balcony
overlooking the ski trail. The ski cubby room,
with heated floors and lockers, makes it easy
to gear up for a day on the slopes. And, when

it's time to relax, you can watch skiers glide
by from the comfort of the covered hot tub,
complete with custom lighting, sound system,
and individual towel heaters.

Offered at $3,250,000

2814 Killington Rd.
802-422-3600

www.KillingtonPicoRealty.com

_ REALTOR”
Kyle Kershner ~ Jessica Posch Daniel Pol Jane Johnson, Edward Herson  Krista Neary John Humphreys Killington Pico Realty proudly donates 1%
Broker/Owner ~ REALTOR® Associate ALHS, ASP(r] Lic. Assoc. REALTOR® REALTOR® of every dollar earned to internationally
Broker REALTOR® R.E. Broker acclaimed Ukrainian relief organizations.

Don't let this incredible Kilington investment opportunity pass you by. This
commercially zoned property, featuring 150 feet of road frontage on US Route 4 in
Kilington generates $48,300 in rental income in 3 of the 4 spaces available for rent.
The 2,450 sq ft vacant office space is the perfect spot to locate your business, or
generatfe additional investment income. Call us for a private showing and fo leamn
more. $995,000

802-422-3610
killingtonvalleyrealestate.com

Judy Storch  Bret Williamson Sarah Vigneau
BROKER BROKER, OWNER REALTOR®

EST. 1972—CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF BUSINESS IN KILLINGTON

Killington
Valley @
Real Estate -
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Despite the headlines, now is
still a good time to sell.

This dynamic housing market requires local expertise and
knowledge like never before.

If you're considering selling, choose a Realtor® well
versed in local market trends to have on your side. Our team
understands the nuances of what it takes to
sell in the Killington area.

Four BE)

Seasons [OEd Call our team today for a confidential consultation and market analysis.

Sotheby’s 133 EAST MOUNTAIN ROAD | KILLINGTON | 802.746.4203 | 116 WEST STREET | RUTLAND | 802.774.7007

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

FourSeasonsSIR.com
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

the
performance

% group
real estate N

ting
BRSki Country D) 27751

335 Killington Rd

d REAL ESTATE Killington, VT 05751

Visit our office at
1810 Killington Rd, Killington

MOUNTAIN GREEN - MAIN BLDG 3 MOUNTAIN GREEN - BLDG 1 & 2

' Bldg #1
+ Location: Upper Snowshed L.
parkingarea 1BR $200K 1BR/1BA Next to outdoor

e . | pool $225K 3 Ready To Serve Your

healthclub, indoorpool sauna, | s NG B e 2 BR/1.5BA $229,900

racquetball court, outdr pool, ; / | Real Estate NGEdS

on-site restaurant & ski shop Bldg #2

TR ey www.vtho_mes.com
Our Professional Team

WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW WHAT PROPERTIES ARE SELLING FOR?

HERE ARE A FEW PROPERTIES WE LISTED AND/OR SOLD IN DECEMBER

WINTERGREEN 1BRMBA $110,500

MTN GREEN (BLDG 1) 1BRMBA $175,000

KILLINGTON GATEWAY 2BR/MBA $226,000

RUTLAND HOME (LITCHFIELD) 3BR/2BA $400,000

HIGHRIDGE 2BR/2BA $440,000 |

KING’S PINES 3BR/4BA $699,000 Augie Stuart Gary Thompson Cathy Quaglia
Principal Broker Associate Broker Associate Broker

astuart@vthomes.com gary@vthomes.com cathyg@aspeneast.com

(802) 353-0460 (802) 779-2722 (802) 345-3797

email: info@vthomes.com
P: 802-422-3244

Sellers and Buyers

Contact us for the Best Representation.
Request your free Market Evaluation.

REALTOR']
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THE HOME IS LOCATED IN TRAILSIDE VILLAGE,
KILLINGTON’S #1 SLOPESIDE ADDRESS!

DIRECT ACCESS TO THE GREAT EASTERN SKI TRAIL,
SERVICED DIRECTLY BY THE SKYSHIP GONDOLA

Killington Slopeside House for sale, located on the Great Eastern ski trail, serviced by the Killington Skyeship Gondola! Your Ski On, Ski Off luxury home is ready
and waiting for your enjoyment! This luxury home is located in Trailside Village, Killington's #1 slopeside address! This slopeside beauty offers three bedrooms,
two game room lofts, wood burning fireplace, cedar sauna, steam shower, outdoor hot tub and so much more! The home is known as the Trailside Village 76
House and can be viewed on www.skionskioff.com. Please direct all inquiries to info@skionskioff.com. For sale by owner, listed exclusively at $2,250,000.00.

Trailside Village 76 House | 309 Trailside Drive | Killington, VT 05751

Prestige Real Estate

&

Of KILLINGTON OPERATED
Exclusively Killington!

CONDOS NEW CONSTRUCTION ABOUT US

PINNACLE | $359,000  |EXCLUSIVESKIIN/OUTEIVING| prestise Real Estae sets a new standard of

A collection of uniquely designed 4-bedroom townhomes within a service. We Specialize inli Sting and Seuing
private, gated community setting

e 2-bedroom/2-bath condo o In unit washer/dryer Kllhngton condomlnlums, townhomes,

« End unit « Tastefully updated ﬁ single-family homes, multi-family homes and
* Close to world class skiing bathrooms & kitchen

o Near dining and shopping « Private balcony Base Camp
« Shuttle in/out o Access to amenities at Bear Mountain service and local knowledge.

&) sttgton

land. You can expect unrivaled customer

. 3000+ square feet
« 2-car heated garage

« Bear Mtn. ski trail views
. Landscaped grounds

. Starting at $2,301,000

. Direct ski in/ski out access
« 4-bedroom/4-bath

Call today to schedule your private

Heidi Bomengen Kaitlyn Hummel Liz Sailer
802.342.0355 802.353.6665 802.353.5555

viewing of Pinnacle Unit D8 Please call for details regarding the reservation process.

www.prestigekillington.com | 802-422-3923 | info@prestigekillington.com
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" Cost $0.50 per word per week. To place, email classifieds@mountaintimes.info or call 802-422-2399

For Sale

KILLINGTON COFFEE
ROASTERS: 10 Different
countries plus Espresso,
Africa, Central and South
America, Indonesia, 1lb bags
$12. Call for Delivery and

Employment

MOGULS SPORTS PUB
Help Wanted: waitstaff,
kitchen staff, line-cook,
bartender, dishwasher, door
person. Apply in person at
Moguls M-F, on the Killington

Mail order 802-342-1017

SKIS FOR SALE Vokl and
other accessories 732-330-
1391

Access Road.

The Town of Plymouth seeks its next
Clerk and Assistant Treasurer

'This is an appointed position. We anticipate no town-residency
requirement and are asking the voters to remove this requirement
at Town Meeting,

No prior experience as a Clerk/Assistant Treasurer is required;
however, the successful candidate will have some background in 4
business or office setting, Training will be available and learning on
the job will be required.

The responsibilities include providing citizens with accurate and
vital information, assisting the treasurer and tax collector, vital re-
cords administration, including processing marriage licenses, birth
and death certificates, dog licensing, maintaining town records and
documents, managing voter registration and other election-related
business, such as presiding over election day in coordination with
the Board of Civil Authority.

The Clerk/Assistant Treasurer is also responsible for recording and
posting to the town website the minutes of Select Board meetings,
and other publicly warned meetings and hearings, including the
Board of Civil Authority, Candidate should have a basic computer
skills and able to learn to use programs for data entry and updating
the Town website, An understanding of applicable state laws, rules
and regulations pertaining to the governing of town business will
be required, or the applicant must be willing to learn,

The Selectboard is open to whether this is a full-time, defined as 32
hours per week or more, or part-time position depending on the
candidates needs,

Compensation will range from $25 - $30 per hour depending on
the candidates experience and qualifications. A full benefit package
is available for a fuil-time position, which includes medical, dental,
vision insurance, as well as paid vacation, holidays, sick leave and
Vermont Municipal Employees retivement,

KILLINGTON MARKET
Deli Prep Cook, Sandwich
Makers, Cashier positions
available. FT/PT, call 802-
558-0793.

Free

FREE TAX ASSISTANCE
for seniors and low-to-
middle income younger
taxpayers is offered by
Rutland AARP Tax Aid
volunteers certified by IRS.
Taxes done by appointment
only. Now through April 18.
For appointment call 802-
772-0530

HOMES SITES AVAILABLE
new single family home sites
available in The Glades at
Killington and Skye Ridge
on the Ottauqueechee
River at Killington,
Mountainside Properties
custom and green home
designs, year-round property
management available. For
more information, contact
Mountainsideproperties@
aol.com or call 802-236-1360.

KILLINGTON PICO
REALTY supports the
courageous people of
Ukraine and has pledged
to donate 1% of every
dollar we earned helping
clients buy and sell real
estate to internationally
acclaimed Ukrainian
relief organizations. 2814
Killington Road, Killington.
802-422-3600. info@
killingtonpicorealty.com

PRESTIGE REAL ESTATE
of Killington, 2922 Killington
Rd., Killington. Specializing
in the listing & sales of
Killington Condos, Homes,
& Land. Call 802-422-3923.
prestigekillington.com.

KILLINGTON VALLEY
REAL ESTATE Specializing
in the Killington region
for Sales and Listings for
Homes, Condos & Land
as well as Winter seasonal
rentals. Call, email or stop
in. We are the red farm
house located next to the
Wobbly Barn. PO Box 236,
2281 Killington Rd., Killington.
802-422-3610, bret@
killingtonvalleyrealestate.com.

SKI COUNTRY REAL
ESTATE 335 Killington Rd.,
Killington. 802-775-5111.
SkiCountryRealEstate.com—9
agents servicing: Killington,
Bridgewater, Mendon,
Pittsfield, Plymouth,
Stockbridge, Woodstock
areas.Sales & Winter
Seasonal Rentals.Open
Monday-Saturday: 10am—4
pm. Sunday by appointment.

THE PERFORMANCE
GROUP Real Estate 1810
Killington Rd., Killington.
802-422-3244 or 800-338-
3735. vthomes.com. As the
name implies “ We preform
for you!”

WWW.SKIONSKIOFF.
COM, KILLINGTON’S
#1 Slopeside Address
specializing in Luxury,
Slopeside Rentals and
Sales by Owner, for over 30
years! info@skionskioff.com
802.422.3553

Services

BEAUREGARD PAINTING,
30 years experience. 802-
436-1337.

RUTLAND CHIROPRACTOR
6:30 a.m to 6 p.m Monday,
Wednesday, Friday.
Beyond the spine treating
all muscles, nerve, joint
pain, numbness, stiffness
and aches. 802-775-6961.
Rutlandchiropractor.com
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Brandon searches for
new town manager

Staff report

The Brandon Select Board is looking for a new town
manager since David Atherton resigned.

The Brandon Select Board posted the position, offering
asalarybetween $80,000 and $100,000 in early February.
The board also voted Jan. 30 to create a citizen advisory
board of up to five people to help find a replacement.

“They’re doing everything internally,” interim Town
Manager Bill Moore said, who has said he plans to apply for
the full-timerole.

Brandon Select Board chair Seth Hopkinsis also inter-
ested, he announced Jan. 30 that he would recuse himself
from the process since he plans to submit an application.

Atherton’s last day was Feb. 10. He will take over for
Pittsford Town Manager Brenda Fox-Howard, who resigned
afterless than ayear in her position.

Atherton was home and said he was sick with Covid-19
on Feb. 13 and unable to speak about his newrole.

Atherton was with the town for eight years. He was previ-
ously a Select Board member.

“He will be missed,” Moore said. “He was fantastic to
work with. I'm happy for Pittsford. Pittsford is going to get
the opportunity to work with a fantastic administrator.”

Hartland receives bids for
new intersection

By Curt Peterson

The town of Hartland received two bids for completion
of the controversial Three-Corners intersection reconfigu-
ration project on Friday, Feb. 10. Both bidders were present
when the bids were opened.

The lower of the two bids, presented by Notts Excavat-
ing, Inc. of White River Junction, is $1,283,889.50, just about
$35,000 more than the state-assisted estimate presented to
the public by the Select Board.

“The bid is being analyzed by our engineer to confirm
specifications are as requested,” Town Manager David
Ormiston told the Mountain Times. “No decision has been
made at this point in time.”

Ormiston said Notts has done work successfully for the
town in the past, so the firm is familiar, and they are local.

The other bidder, J. P. Sicard, Inc. is from Barton but Orm-
iston said they have done a considerable amount of workin
the Upper Valley. Their bid was $1,527,211.

The previous time the project was put out to bid, the pro-
posals were considerably higher than the estimate, and the
Select Board decided not to award the contract. Work involves
reconfiguration of the intersection of state routes 5 and 12, as
well as Quechee Rd. The Select Board hopes the project, in the
works since 2014, will improve both safety and aesthetics.

C—

WHAT’S THE WORD

Email editor@mountaintimes.info
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N EFast Tracks @

GET ALL-DAY ACCESS
1O OUR NEW EXPRESS
LIFT LANES

SCAN QR CODE TO LEARN MORE AND PURCHASE

Your time is limited, so The Beast is offering you prierity access to our biggest lifts.
Experience life in the fast line with Fast Tracks and you'll spend more of your time on
the slopes at Killington Resort.
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