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By Zach Godwin,
Killington Resort

SUPERSTARLIFT
TOBEREPLACED IN
APRIL, FISWORLD
CUPBACKIN 2026
After 38years, the
Superstar Quad at
Killington Resortis
beingreplaced—this
time with a 6-seater.
The process will take
8 months and require
the FIS World Cup to
relocate to Colorado
for oneyear.

Page 2

Q&AWITH
KILLINGTON SELECT
BOARD CANDIDATES
With just two weeks to
go until Town Meeting
Day, candidates for
local offices are vying
for support. See where
candidates for the
Killington Select Board
stand on some of the
most controversial top-
icsfacing the town.
Page8

PEG-TV MAKES
HISTORY ACCESSIBLE
Inthe pasttwoyears,
PEG-TV hasbeen digi-
tally restoring archived
videos for people to
rediscover online.

Page 37

Sousa’s in
the hot seat

By Polly Mikula

AFeb. 6 petition call-
ing for the “resignation
orremoval” of Mountain
Views Supervisory Union’s
(MVSU) Superintendent
Sherry Sousa garnered 114
signatures as of Tuesday,
Feb. 18, but school leaders,
educators and some district
board members have since
come to her defense.

Sousa, who has worked
for 30 years in the district,
many of which were as a
middle and high school spe-
cial educator, came under
pressure after the district
settled its second discrimi-
nation and harassment case
intwo years.

Lastyear’s lawsuit
stemmed from four years
of purported harassment
againstamale studentat
Woodstock Elementary
School and Middle School
that cost the district $97,500
to settle out of court. This
year’s settlement of $175,000
was the largest school-based
claimin the history of the
Vermont Human Rights

Sousa > 5

Winter Fest sculptures decorate downtown
Four sculpting teams braved adverse conditions to create snow artworks for the Vermont State
Qualifier Snow Sculpting Competition as part of Rutland Winterfest, Feb. 15-16.

By Pat Wise

200 inches
and counting

Staff Report

The ski season is shaping
up to arecord year locally
and across the East Coast. At
204 inches, Killington Resort,
ison pace to have its largest
season total since 2006-07.
Ithasreceived more snow
than Vail, thus far. Tuesday
marked the 97th operating
day atKillington, which
means the season is just
about half over (see related
story about spring plans,
page?2).

The season started with a
huge storm on Thanksgiving
thatdropped nearly 2 feet
of snow just before the FIS
World Cup races.

While there was arain/
thaw justbefore the New
Year, ithasn’trained at high-
er elevations since.

Perhaps mostnotable is
the consistency: Every week
atleast4-6inches of new
snow has fallen keeping
the slopes fresh. This past
weekend’s storm added 11
inches, with 21 inches total
over seven days, according to
Killington Resort.

Unions weigh in on Rutland’s mayoral race

Incumbent City Mayor Mike Doenges gains labor endorsement while challenger Henry Heck claims ‘smear campaign’

By Greta Solsaa/VTDigger

The two candidates, incumbent mayor Mike Doenges
and current alderman Henry Heck, vying for Rutland City’s
highest office went toe-to-toe for the first time in a forum
Wednesday night, Feb. 12, to discuss the pressingissues

facing Rutland.

In the mayoral forum was held at PEG-TV. The topic list
included affordability, public safety and the city’s aging infra-
structure, allowing each candidate to strike his core messages.

Doenges spoke about maintaining “momentum” on the
projects and initiatives that he shepherded during his first
term, including the Capital Investment Plan, affordable and
market-rate housing development, and the development of
the downtown with the TIF district and the hotel develop-

mentin the works.

Aprevious city clerk for Rutland, Heck said that if elected,
he willlook to reduce costs for taxpayers, but otherwise has
“no set objectives” because his goal is to listen to residents
who feel unheard before determining his actions.

But this week’s joint union endorsement of the incumbent

mayor and labor complaints leveled against his challenger sug-

gest the two candidates’ track records with workers while serving

Mayorrace > 6

By Greta Solsaa
Pictured (I-r): Candidate Henry Heck, moderator Rich Clark, and incumbent Mike Doenges at
the Rutland mayoral forum on Wednesday, Feb. 12.
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& cleaning supplies. Any person in need, please call to
arrange a pickup. Donations accepted. Please call Nan
Salamon, 422-9244 or Ron Willis, 422-3843.
Sherburne UCC “Little White Church,” Killington, VT

Killington prepares for spring:
longest season in the East and
Superstar lift replacement

Audi FIS Ski World Cup to return in 2026

Killington Resort, the largest ski and
snowboard resortin Eastern North
America, has announced plans for the
replacement of its Superstar Express
Quad and outlined its spring skiing
operations for 2025. The 38-year-old
Superstar lift will close to the publicon
April 13, making way for a new high-
speed six-passenger lift set to debutin
December 2025.

World Cup moves for 2025

Due to the Superstar lift replace-
ment, the Audi FIS Ski World Cup
will relocate to Copper Mountain,
Colorado, for Thanksgiving Weekend
2025. The event is expected to return to
Killington in 2026.

Superstar lift replacement timeline

Once theliftis turned over to
Doppelmayr, removal is expected to
take six weeks, with much of the work
occurring on snow to minimize envi-
ronmental impact. Grooming tractors
will be used to access terrain that tra-
ditional construction vehicles cannot
reach. While Superstar trail will be
closed during this period, other trails
will remain accessible via Launch Pad.

The entire projectis expected to
take eight months.

“While we know spring skiing
and riding will look a little different
this year, this $12 million investment
will elevate the guest experience for
decades to come,” said Mike Solimano,
president & CEO of Killington Resort.
“That said, we're still committed to
hosting the longest ski season in the
Eastand will stay open aslong as
Mother Nature allows.”

Spring skiing plans

Despite the Superstar lift closure,
Killington remains committed to
spring skiing and will continue lift
service in other areas:

Courtesy Killington Resort
Superstar Express Quad will close to the public on April 13. A new high-speed
six-passenger lift will debut in December of this year.

made on Rime and Reason
(North Ridge area) to extend
the season.
Spring Pass details
Killington offers a Spring Pass
for unlimited skiing from March 14
through the end of the season. It goes
on sale Feb. 22 for $359.
Commemorating Superstar’s Quad
To honor the Superstar Express
Quad’s legacy, Killington encourages
skiers and riders to complete 87 rides
on the lift this season—matching the
year itwas built (1987). Those who
complete achievements in the Killing-
ton App will be entered to win the first
ride on the new Superstar Six chairlift
nextseason.
For moreinformation, visit:
killington.com.

K-1 Gondola: Open daily
through May 11, with access to
North Ridge and the Canyon.
Snowdon Triple & Canyon
lifts: Operating Friday-Sun-
day after May 11, conditions
permitting.

Bear Mountain lifts: Expected
to run until mid-to-late April.
Snowdon Six Express & Ram-
shead Express Quad: Running
through April 20.
Snowmaking efforts: Focused
on Double Dipper, Downdraft,
and Lower East Fall (Canyon
area), with additional snow

Rutland County employers get over
$100,000 in unclaimed property

Vermont Treasurer Mike Pieciak joined Rutland Mayor
Mike Doenges on Thursday, Feb. 13, to return over $100,000
of unclaimed property to Rutland County employers. The
eventwas held in connection with the Treasurer’s Claim
Your Money campaign, an effort to return atleast $1 million
of unclaimed property to Vermonters in the month of

February.

“Vermonters have over $130 million waiting to be
claimed, and as employers face rising costs and workforce
shortages, our office is working hard to return these dollars
to communities like Rutland that need it most,” said Trea-
surer Pieciak. “Ihope Vermonters will search MissingMon-
ey.comto see if they, a family member, or alocal business
have unclaimed property waiting for them. Searchingis

easy, free, and it takes minutes.”

The ‘Claim Your Money’ campaign was announced in
connection with National Unclaimed Property Day, Feb. 1
to encourage Vermonters to search for unclaimed property.
The effort will include targeted paid advertising, collabo-
ration with local lawmakers, and public events. Already,
the campaign has returned over $600,000 of unclaimed
property to Vermonters.

Mayor Doenges thanked Treasurer Pieciak for returning
forgotten funds to Rutland employers, highlighting the
benefit to their bottom line.

“Theserecovered funds represent a significant boost to
our local businesses, many of whom are working to find
ways to maximize every dollar,” said Mayor Doenges. “I'm
excited that Treasurer Pieciak and his team have been

Unclaimed$ > 6
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The heartbeat of Vermont: Leaders with
empathy, engagement, and enthusiasm

For four decades, Vermont has been my cherished
refuge, especially when I'was working fulltime in Man-
hattan and traveling for clients. Yet, as the years passed,
my tolerance for winter’s icy grip
diminished, and for the past two
winters, I sought refuge in the sun-
kissed embrace of Carmel-by-the-
Sea, California. The siren call of
sunshine and balmy temperatures,
the sight of flowers blooming and
trees adorned with verdant leaves

g in FeE)ruary, no less — amidst For the
armel’s storybook cottages, was

irresistible. However, my 2024 Greater Good
experience there taught me why By Liz DiMarco
Barbra Streisand’s 1964 anthem, Weinmann

“People,’ still resonates.

My husband’s newrole as CEO of a marketing firm in
New Jersey created a challenging bi-coastal dynamicin
our otherwise harmonious 43-year marriage. Adding to
my unease, torrential rains battered Carmel early in my
stay, bringing power outages and restless nights. Plus, the
concerns of the politically conservative and affluent Carmel
residents seemed worlds away from my own values and
interests.

One glorious March morning, as I sat by the Pacific
Ocean emailing clients on the East Coast, a profound real-
ization swept over me: weather alone was not a sufficient
reason to abandon my comfortable Vermont home and
the community I held dear. This winter, despite alarmingly

low temperatures, I've rediscovered a refreshing sense of
buoyant energy and warmth right here in Vermont, largely
thanks to a group of enthusiastic young professionals.
Over the past three months, Ilayered up in toasty cloth-
ingto venture out and embrace winter head-on. Meetings
with youngleaders often stretched into the evening, as
they shared their dreams, challenges, opportunities, and
insightful perspectives — related to their careers, housing,

Who will be more invested in Vermont's
long-term health and prosperity than its
young leaders? Who is thinking more
about the future, not just next year, but
a decade from now?

personal lives, and how to make Vermont an even better
placetolive.

There’s a palpable sense of belonging among these in-
dividuals, a connection that some older Vermonters might
not fully appreciate. As French sociologist Emile Durkheim
advised, the ability to build and maintain meaningful
relationships and community, is paramount, regardless
of the weather. He posited that society s like an organism,
with each part contributing to the whole, a concept vividly
illustrated in Vermont.

Among the youthful Vermontleaders who exemplify
these qualities are Polly Lynn Mikula and Jason Mikula,
of course — the youngleaders who make this newspaper

e

possible; Olivia Bucksbaum, a gifted ambassador for the
Rutland region; Jen Yakunovich, development director
atNew Story Center; David Justice, an advocate for adult
education at Vermont Adult Learning; Hal Issente and
Alexandra Jakab at the Downtown Rutland Partnership;
Jadziah Derosia, owner of Camille’s Experienced Clothing;
Mose Cassaro, a veritable genius in entrepreneurial finance;
Tammy Landon, the empathetic owner of The Gymnasium
downtown; and marketer Kiana McClure, who, at 26, is
Rutland City’s youngest alderwoman.

Regarding McClure, while some older Vermonters might
callher “..apiece ofwork,” I consider her awork of peace.
She works exceedingly hard, possesses boundless opti-
mism, and is exceptionally knowledgeable and empathetic
about crucial issues like food insecurity and housing — the
latter as arenter herself.

Young Vermonters like McClure also possess an almost
insatiable curiosity and passion about how technology,
environmental sustainability, and economic development
can create advantages for Vermont's future. Unfortunately,
some older Vermonters stifle this zeal. Perhaps threatened
by the creativity and intellectual firepower of these young
leaders, the elders persist in propagating outdated ideas
that are no longer beneficial for Vermont.

Letme be clear that, at my age, 'm not disregarding
hard-won experience. In fact, when I was earning my MBA
15years ago, I conducted extensive research on dozens of
inspirational older leaders, because all the leadership case
histories at that time focused solely on young white men.

It's the people > 16
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Richard T. Godfrey, Jr., 96

Richard T. Godfrey, Jr.,
beloved husband, father,
and grandfather, died of
natural causes on Wednes-
day, Feb.12, at the White
River Junction VA Medical
Center.

“Dick” was born July 08,
1928, in Norton, Massachu-
setts, to Richard T. Godfrey,
Sr., and Grace (Howard)
Godfrey. In 1946, he gradu-
ated from Segreganset Agri-
cultural School in Segregan-
set, Massachusetts. Upon
graduation, Godfrey enlist-
ed in the Army/Air Force
and was stationed as a gas
plant operator at Randolph
Field Air Force Base in San
Antonio, Texas. He was
deployed to the Philippines
and Korea to construct oxy-
gen plantsin 1949 and 1950.
When the war broke outin
1950, he was redeployed to
combat, where he sustained
injuries and earned a Purple
Heartbefore returning to
the Philippines to construct
another oxygen plant.

In 1952, while stationed
in the Philippines, God-
frey met Soledad (Sally)
Carlotta, with whom he
“wasimmediately smitten.”
Theymarried in 1952. They
would be married for over
50years before Sally passed
away in 2004 from cancer.
Their time together took
them from Cape Cod to
Florida before moving to

His projects included

the Barrows Towne

Road and Cricket Hill

areas in Killington.

Killington in 1967 to raise a
family. Godfreyleveraged
his mechanical aptitude in
Killington by becoming a
builder and developer over
the next 30 years. His proj-
ectsincluded the Barrows
Towne Road and Cricket
Hill areas in Killington.
Godfrey and Sally then
spent 10years in the antique
business, where he plied his
skills fixing, repairing, and
renovating antiques. Upon
Sally’s passing, Godfrey
spent 20 years in Las Vegas,
Nevada, where he keptbusy
in his community helping

Submitted
Richard T. Godfrey, Jr.

neighbors with various odds
jobswell into his late 80s.

In 2019, he moved to
Quail Hollow in West Leba-
non, New Hampshire, to be
close to family.

Known for his friendly de-
meanor and active lifestyle,
Godfrey was alwaysin the
company of his many friends.
At 96, he could still be seen at
the coffee group, going out
to breakfast or lunch with a
buddy, playing Friday night
card games and Saturday
night cribbage, riding the bus
for his weekly grocery shop-
ping trip, orwalking around
the circle at Quail Hollow
getting his exercise.

Dick Godfrey, Jr.is sur-
vived by a son, James (and
wife Eileen) of Woodstock,
Vermont, a son, Stephen
of Orwell, Vermont, and a

grandson, Lucas of
Boston, Massachu-
setts, who was the
apple ofhis eye. He is
also survived by his
brother, Norman, of
FortPierce, Florida.

He was predeceased by
his wife Sally, sister Dorothy,
and brother Joseph.

Funeral arrangements will
be held June 20, from 3-5 p.m.
atthe Cabot Funeral Home,
with areception to follow at
the Thompson Senior Center,
both in Woodstock.

Memorial contributions
may be made to North
Country Honor Flight, PO
Box 2644, Plattsburgh, NY
12901. Please note: “In
memory of Richard God-
frey, Flight 50

An online guestbook can
be found at cabotth.com.

Sousa:
from page 1
Commission (HRC) and stemmed from “MVSU'’s utter fail-
ure to protect a Black child who suffered racism and abuse
in the school system,” according to the petition.

The petition also notes other allegations of threats,
bullying and sexual assault that have been inadequately ad-
dressed by districtleadership over the past fewyears. “The
abuse thathappens to our students under Superintendent
Sousa’sleadership goes beyond the stories we hear when
the district settles yet another lawsuit,” it reads.

“Within our schools, the superintendent bears the
ultimate responsibility to ensure an inclusive, equitable

and safe environment is not just our aspiration but our kids’
reality,” the petition continued.

Petitioners also found Sousa’s response to the incident
inadequate. Sousa has said she disagrees with the HRC
ruling and “decided to settle the dispute to avoid the time
and expense oflitigation,” the petition contends. “This is not
only dismissive of the harm caused, but fails to accept any
responsibility for the role the school district and leadership
played in this matter,” the petition states.

Signees of the petition are mostly parents — and include
residents of each of the district towns: Barnard, Bridge-
water, Killington, Pittsfield, Plymouth, Pomfret, Reading,
Woodstock — but also notably include two MVSU current
board members: Ryan Townsend from Bridgewater and
Josh Linton from Pymouth, as well as two candidates for the
board in Woodstock: Sarit Werner and Kelly Linton.

Supporting Sousa, district efforts

Inresponse, members of the district school communities
including board members, teachers and other administra-
tors have written letters of support for Sousa and her work
within the district.

“As district employees, we were very concerned to see the
petition calling for the removal or resignation of Superinten-
dent Sherry Sousa,” begins a letter to the board signed by over
60 educators, (see page 14 for this and other submitted letters
of support). “Confronting racism and swiftly addressing racist
incidents are of the highest priority in our work. We believe
this petition mischaracterizes the deep and ongoing commit-
ment of our district, led by Sherry, to address these persistent
and pervasive problems in our society and schools.”

Anna Sessa, a MVSU board member from Readingwho’s
also the mom of two sons in the school district, “one of
whom also happens to be Black,” wrote an open letter to the
community Feb. 10, which struck a balance of understand-
ing the call for betterment while supporting Sousa and the
current efforts underway throughout the district. Her letter
was posted on many town listservs.

“Before Ijoined the board I had strong opinions (mostly
negative) about the board’s work and its decisions. Now in
my second term as a board member, I have realized neither
theboard nor the public will ever have all the information. My
guesstimate: the public hears 50% of the story, the school board
hears another 30% and 20% can not be shared due to privacy
laws,” Sessa explained. “This situation was particularly diffi-
cultfor me and I can also say it was handled with the utmost
empathy and concern for the student’s well-being. Yes, there
were things that could've been done quicker/better... While our
districtand people are not perfect, we have a progressive group
thatis willing to accept short-comings and work to improve
them. This aspect is the most important when working toward
racial justice and belonging,” Sessa wrote. “My own family has
hadrepeated racial incidents on several different MVSD cam-
puses,” she continued. “Make no mistake — racism is prevalent
in our communities... Superintendent Sousa has repeatedly
shown her motivation to create an antiracist district...Ata time
when equity, diversity and inclusion are under attack;, it’s in
our district, community and students’ best interest to keep our
currentleadership intact... Like most social justice endeavors,
thisis a workin progress and it needs fostering not firing”’

University
of Vermont

Professional and
Continuing Education

Rutland Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute (OLLI)

Join us for intellectually stimulating, affordable
learning opportunities for Vermonters aged 50+

Spring 2025 Program
Registration Is now open!

Register by February 21 for 10% off
the full series membership (ALL six programs)!

Lectures run from March 7-April 11, 2025

See the program
schedule or register at:
go.uvm.edu/olli-rutland

For registration questions:
Please call (802) 656-8407 or email noncredit@uvm.edu.

|m¢.- 3= =
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512 WOODSTOCK RD, WOODSTOCK, VT
(802) 457-1326  WOODSTOCKBEVERAGE.COM

NAIL SALON AND DAY SPA

We remain a by appointment only salon because...

We are a small nail salon.
We are private nail techs.

Our goal is not to work like

normal nail factories. We teach
nail care, offer nail advice, and
help clients get their nails back
to the best health they can be.

We want our clients to trust us and love their nails. Our
appointments are not just nail appointments they are hour
sessions with friends! We want to bring luxury back to nail

care. We never rush - and customize gentle nail care to make
you feel like the Queens you are.
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Submitted
State Treasurer Michale Pieciak (left) joined Rutland Mayor
Mike Doenges to celebrate returning unclaimed money to
Rutland area businesses.

Unclaimed $: .o
from page 2
proactive in their efforts in returning this money to Rutland.
I'm grateful for their ongoing commitment to supporting
our community.”

Unclaimed property includes forgotten assets like
uncashed checks, security deposits, investments, insurance
proceeds, and other financial property. Financial institu-
tions annually report these properties and turn them over
to the state. The Treasurer’s Office safeguards assets until
claimed by rightful owners or heirs.

Unclaimed property can belong to individuals, busi-
nesses, nonprofits, local media organizations, government
entities, and more. Since the start of FY25 (July 1, 2024), the
Treasurer’s Office has returned over $6 million to Ver-
monters—more than double the average amount typically
returned by this time of year. While the office isreturning
more funds than ever, the amount of unclaimed property
held by the state continues to rise, with over $1.5 million
added to the state’s holdings since the start of the fiscal year.

All Vermonters are encouraged to visit missingmoney.
com to check for unclaimed property.

RICK BOWEN
FOR SELECTBOARD

PLEASE VOTE FOR

RICK BOWEN AT
KILLINGTON TOWN
MEETING FOR THE ONE

(1) YEAR SELECTBOARD
VACANCY.

RICK IS A LIFELONG RESIDENT AND
SERVED MANY YEARS AS
TOWN ROAD FOREMAN.

Paid for by Ron Willis

MYOE FQCE: ...

from page 1
in public office may sway the race as
much as their campaign objectives.
Unions take a stand

OnTuesday, the unionrepresenting
130 Rutland City municipal and school
department workers — the American
Federation of State, City and Munic-
ipal Employees (AFSCME) Council
91 Local 1201 — went public with a
grievance and an unfair labor practice
charge the union filed against Heck in
2022 and 2023, towards the end ofhis
14 years serving as city clerk. And just
hours before Wednesday’s debate, the
presidents of three of Rutland City’s
labor unions — including the police
union, the fire department union and
the AFSCME Local 1201 — gathered
to proclaim their support for Doenges
bid for re-election.

The AFSCME Local 1201 reached
out to both Doenges and Heck to
participate in the endorsement
process, but only Doenges completed
the candidate survey, according to the
AFSCME Local 1201’s president Tom
Franzoni.

Hecksaid in aninterview Thursday
thathe did not complete the survey be-
cause one of the questions asked about
previous conflicts with unions. Heck said
thathe didn’twant to disclose details of
“apersonnelissue that was involved with
aunion member” during his time as city
clerkin 2023, and so he could not “fully
fill out” the questionnaire.

Heck characterized the disclosure of
previous complaints as a “smear cam-
paign” and questioned the timing of the
release of the complaints as the election
nears.

All three union presidents said
that the endorsement of Doenges was
decided through votes by their union’s
membership, and was informed by
Doenges’ financial support of their
departments, bargaining in good faith,
and positive day-to-day interactions
with their fellow workers.

“We stand with those who stand
with us, and Mayor Doenges hasbeen a
steadfast advocate for public safety, not
just for firefighters, but for our police
officers, public works employees and
for all those who dedicate theirlives
protecting and serving Rutland,” said
Kyle Robillard, the president of Rutland
firefighters union, the International
Association of Firefighters Local 2323.

‘Anti-union bias’

The unfair labor practice complaint,
submitted to the Vermont Labor
Relations Board in 2023, described
Heck questioning AFSCME Local
1201 members for their endorsement
of Doenges’ bid against the then
incumbent mayor, David Allaire, and
using derogatory language against the
union’s president.

According to the charge filed by

’

AFSCME, Heck also questioned a
female municipal employee, saying
thathe considered her his “work wife”
and thatshe “cheated on him” through
her involvement in the union.

The female municipal employee
“feltintimidated by these remarks
and certainly did not welcome these
remarks,” according to the charge, and
ultimately resigned from her position
as union chair due to fear thather job
would be in jeopardy if she continued
to affiliate with the union.

The grievance filed against the city
administration led by then Mayor
Allaire and City Clerk Heck, cited
“anti-Union bias,” describing a union
member that “suffered an 8 day
suspension without Just Cause” in
September of 2022.

The AFSCME grievance contends
that the union member was suspend-
ed because Heck tookissue with her
entering his office to photocopy a draft
memo that she shared with the union.
The memo was “neither secret nor
confidential” and the union member
“did not break any City rules, person-
nel policies, nor Contract provisions,”
according to the grievance.

Lastweek, Heck also faced crit-
icism from the Rutland City police
officials for breaching confidentiality by
commenting on ongoing police union
negotiations in a Facebook Live video.
The police union, the Fraternal Order
ofthe Police Lodge 410, subsequently
filed an unfair labor practice charge and
ethics complaint against him, according
to union president Tim Rice.

Heck responds

Hecksaid thathe received a
document from the city’s attorney in
November of 2024 that discussed an
investigation into “potentially unlaw-
ful harassment” by an appointed City
Hall official.

The document read that the investi-

gation was closed because even ifunion
members’ accounts were accurate, the
“conduct they described would not
constitute a violation of the standards,”
accordingto Heck.

Heck said he was not certain whether
the documentreferred to the grievance
orunfairlabor practices charge filed
while he was city clerk, or even if the
investigation was regarding his alleged
conduct. Heck said he believed the ac-
cusations against him had been proven
false.

ButDavid Van Deusen, the Vermont
coordinator for the AFSCME, said in an
interview that the local union withdrew
the unfair labor practices charge against
Heck once he was notreappointed to
City Hall.

“After the sea change took place and
afteritbecame clear that Henry Heck
would nolonger be in a position of
authority over our women members, we
considered the issue resolved,” said Van
Deusen.

Doenges said thathe could not
discuss why he did notreappoint his
challenger Heck as city clerkwhen he
took office as mayor in 2023, but thathe
interviewed all municipal employees
who wanted to keep their jobs, and he
chose toreappoint those who shared a
similar vision on how to steer Rutland
into the future.

In Heck’s closing statement during
the mayoral forum, he acknowledged
the onslaught of accusations he has
faced oflate, but said that he would like
to focus on the issues.

“There’sbeen alot of things out there
latelywith me in the press,” Heck said.
“I've had to answer for those things,
whichIhave done unwavering as far
as thatgoes, but there comes a pointin
time where, you know, Iwould really like
tojustgetback to campaigning and not
have toworry about all the allegations all
ofasudden before Election Day.”

Submitted
Henry Heck (left) and Mike Doenges (right) hope to be elected Rutland City mayor
Jor the next two-year term at Town Meeting Day, March 4.
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Candidates for Killington Select Board answer questions

Tuesday night, Feb. 18,the Killington Pico Area Associ-
ation (KPAA) held a forum for the four candidates vying for
two seats on the Killington Select Board. One seatis for a
3-year term; the other a 1-year term. Incumbent Chris Karr
will face a challenge from Patrick Cushing for the 3-year
seat. Karr is the owner of the Karr Group which operates half
adozen restaurants and businesses in Killington. Cushing is
a senior consultant with Deloitte Risk & Financial Advisory.
He works in intelligence and investigation field supporting
government clients.

Incumbent Rob Hecker will face a challenge from Ricky
Bowen for the 1-year seat. This seat was vacated by Steve
Finneron and Hecker was appointed by the Select Board to
fill it May 13, 2024, until voters could elect a replacement
this Town Meeting Day. Hecker worked over two decades
with ADP in New Jersey before moving to Killington in 2021.
He's since started a small construction company called
Peak Construction, LLC.Ricky Bowen was the foreman for
the town of Killington highways and facilities for 36 years

until May 15, 2024, when he resigned.

Each candidate was given the following eight questions in
advance of the forum. The answers below were provided to the
Mountain Times in advance (short form questions provided
forreference). Note: Bowen was not able to complete the Q&A
before deadline so requested to be included in the next edition.
Please look for his answers there, as well as online at Mountain-
Times.info where a link to the forum will also be posted.

1) Why areyou running for the Killington Select Board
and what do you think makesyoumost qualified to repre-
sentthe citizens of Killington?

2) Are there specific problems or concerns that are moti-
vatingyou to runin this election?

3) The municipal budget on the Town Meeting Day ballot
is $7,912,875 which is anincrease of 12.5% over last year’s
budget. Do you supportthis budget, why or why not??

4) How do you feel about the Town'’s initiative “Killington
Forward?” Please touch upon the follow areas: The recon-
struction of Killington Road, the creation of a new munic-

ipalwater system, building workforce housing, support of
the Killington Village?

5) Conflict of interest has been a topic locally as well as
statewide most recently. The Town has created a new Code
of Ethics and Enforcement ordinance. Do you have any cur-
rent conflicts of interest with matters relative to the town? If
so, what arethey? How willyou handle those, or others that
may arise, ifelected to the board?

6) The last article on Killington’s ballot (Article 6) asks
votersifthe Select Board should grow to five members
instead of'its current three. Do you support this measure?
Why or why not?

7) The Town’s Recreation Dept and Library are two im-
portant assets for this community. As Selectman how willyou
supportand help these departments grow, continue to serve
the community?

8) What are the biggest obstacles and/or opportunities
you seefacing Killington’s progress thatyou plan to address
inthisnextfirstterm?

Q&A with Chris Karr, for 3-year term

Q&A with Patrick Cushing, for 3-year term

Why areyou running ?

Last Year Steve Finneron stepped down
from the Select Board after along term
where he made an incredible impact.
However, his leaving created an imbalance
of viewpoints. The current Select Board
are businessmen, which is important to
running the town, but the representation of
the non-businessman resident is underrep-
resented. [want to offer the town’s people
the choice to fill this void.

Do you have specific concerns motivat-
ingyour runin this election?

Increased tax rate on residents with fixed
income is one concern to me asiit’s an exis-
tential threat to the town by means oflosing
the community of Killington. Having the most
beautiful and full-service town, means very
little when there is no community to hold it
together. We are bigger than just a ski town.

Doyousupportthe $7,912,875 budget?

Thisyear the budgetisin a hard place.
Abouta third of this increase is due to over-
spendingin 2024, $375,000. So, if the budget
was an 8% increase, this would be easier to
swallow as we are in a growing phase, though
closer to inflation is more ideal. This over-
spend is generallyrelated to the restructuring
of the fire department and staffing increase
in the department of public works. With the
planned Grand Listincreases this may be
curbed in futureyears, but there appears to
be no short-term relief. Iwould be interested
inlooking atwhat a short-term reinstate-
ment of 1% options tax on sales would look
like, until such time as the village is devel-
oped and Grand Listincreases.

Do you support “Killington Forward?”

Ifeel like we are too far in to second guess
at this point. The town has voted to pass the
TIF and go to a hybrid fire department. If we
go backnow the tax payers are going to eat
costs which in future years are planned to
be covered by the increase in the Grand List.

The reconstruction of Killington Road: I
look at this asabonus as it’s a project which
would have to happen in the next decade
anyway. So, ifit’s rolled into the TIF great.

The creation of a new municipal water

Submitted
Patrick Cushing helped verify voters at a past
election with son, Bear.

system: I also support this as there are water
issues on the access road with PFAS and this
will also increase the availability of vertical
development of the access road which
hopefully will include workforce housing.
Building workforce housing: Thisis
necessary for the town to survive in the form
we know. Community is an item I touched
on prior. The workforce has always been the
heart of the community, there is definitely
asecond home community, too, butyears
agowhen Killington had verylittle summer
activity, the summer community events (4th
ofJuly, Trike Race, Building of Kids Kingdom,
etc.) was held up by the workforce (service
industry and carpenters). We don’t want
Killington to be a commuter town, where
community happensin the border towns
and Killington is just arevenue machine.
Support of the Killington Village: The
village is a business decision by Killington
Mountain, Great Gulf, and local investors.
It can be a bonus to the town with increas-
ing the Grand Listbut needs the balance
of retaining community. Like stated above
this means keeping options available for
the workforce to also live in town. Possible
avenues to achieve this are things like S.100

or if that fails a more aggressive Inclusionary
Cushing > 9

Why areyou running ?

To continue the progress we've been able
tomake on the board these past three years.
Thereason I'm runningis Iwant to give
backto the community. This community
has given me so much since I first came here
in the early ‘80s. I've worked on a number
of different boards within the town over the
years. Iwas amember of the volunteer fire
department foryears, [was served on the
planning commission, I've served on the
fire district, and now the Select Board, so I
have a good understanding of the process-
es, howwe need to operate and have great
respect for all the different departments.

Do you have specific concerns motivat-
ingyour run in this election?

I know that the budget has been a light-
ningrod and I understand it. I don’t want to
see our taxes go up, but costs keep rising.

The community has also grown alot
since Covid and so the services in the town
have seen incredible pressure. Ifyoulookaat
the number of calls received by the police
department or the fire department, it’s all
grown. And so those costs have gone up...
We need to provide the services to protect
residential and infrastructure assets for our
town and itsresidents.

Doyousupportthe $7,912,875 budget?

We putalot of pressure this year on the
budget. We made cuts in certain places, but
we also realized we could see some more
income and pushed in that direction as well.
Ido support the budget that we put through,
butit’s something we present to the voters that
they get to vote on and ultimately approve.

We're putting more money into paving,
because we know there’s alot of roads that
are going to need repair. West Hill Road,
for example, is in tough shape. We need to
make sure the funding s there so thatwe
take care of the assets that we have.

We're doing the very best we can to
manage our funding within the town,
having cost controls, but still allowing for
us to stock money away for future items like
recreation and the replacement of the pool,
so that we don’t have to go outand borrow a

Submitted

Chris Karr

ton of money to finish up projects.

Do you support “Killington Forward?”

Yes. It's going to allow us to build out
something that was started backin the 70s.
And we desperately need alot of things that
this village will afford us. While other ski
areas have developed and moved forward,
we've stayed pretty stagnant for anumber of
years. So 'm supportive of the initiative for us
tomove forward. I thinkit'll allow us to con-
tinue to build a roadway that will have biking
and walking paths that we desperately need
more of. Outdoor recreation is growing. Look
atthe number of biking trails we're building
now. We need to connect the dots.

It's a shame about the [federal pause on
the] $25 million RAISE grant, butIdon’t
thinkit's dead. We've been told just to wait.
I'm hopeful that we can get that back, but
until we have a green light, I do believe we
need to hit the pause button on actually
rebuilding the road.

The water system is desperately needed
in this town. I personally was affected by it
atone of my properties, and I think that alot
of properties right now are struggling with
water. Firstis the quantity issue, we have a
major hotel right now that trucks water on
adaily basis because they have zero water,

notalittle bit of water: zero. We also have
Karr > 9
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Why areyourunning ?

IthoughtIwould use this time to tell
everyone alittle bit about myself since
I continue to be the newer guy in town.
My family and I made the official move to
Killington in late 2021. My wife of 23 years
Tiffany and our 4 children. Tiffany works
at WES [Woodstock Elementary School] as
the school admin and is also active in town
on the recreation board. My oldest two
children Jake and Brooke are off at college
now. Luke is my 16-year-old and is a soph-
omore at Woodstock. Quinn is my 12-year-
old and is in 6th grade at KES [Killington
Elementary School]. As for me personally
when we moved up to Killington I left my
26 year corporate career behind and start-
ed alocal construction company. I now
continue to operate that company on the side as T have very
recently have been recruited to re-enter corporate life. One
more thing about me is thatI do have an MBA. I put myself
through school for 10 years at night. I received my associates
degree, abachelors in finance and ultimately my MBA over
that 10 year period.

Initially I gotinvolved in public service in order to fire up
my brain again. I had gone from a dynamic, collaborative

Q&A with Robert Hecker, for 1-year term

and missed the mental stimulation. I
joined the planning commission in late
2023 and subsequently put my hatin the
ring for the Select Board role upon Steve’s
departure. It was intended to scratch the
itch of getting some mental activity going.
AsThave done more of it have grown to
enjoy it. I've also learned so much in my
firstyear I'm excited to put thatlearning
into action going forward. As far as my
qualification goes I consider myself com-
plementary to the current board mem-
bers. We have great knowledge of industry
and the inner workings of the town on the
board today. As well as a wealth of knowl-
edge around the history.Ido nothave
that [historical] background, yetI am the
only one that comes to the table with an
extended and successful corporate leadership background
and that I have found to add significant value over my time
ontheboard. So.... complementary.

Do you have specific concerns motivating your runin
this election?

Afterayear on the board there are a couple areas I knowI
can chip in to help drive improvement. The firstis regarding
the Town Manager. Of course, the selection process is crit-

Submitted
Robert Hecker

Equally, if not more important, is a solid mentoring/coach-
ing/support focused model in which we ensure thatindi-
vidual is successful. We do not want to be in a selection pro-
cess for atown manager again anytime soon so we need to
ensure we invest in that area appropriately. The second item
onmy mind is the budgeting process. I've shared this with
Chris and Jim that I really did notlike the process and would
be very interested in separating strategy/planning from
budgeting. Today they are the same so at the same time you
sitdown to talk budget is the first time you are hearing what
the department heads wantto do the next year. We need to
move that portion up in the cycle so we can formalize a plan
prior to budget time so the budgeting sessions are really just
acheck to make sure the budget aligns to the plan.

Doyousupportthe $7,912,875 budget?

As a currentboard member I thinkThave to say yes to this
one...especially since Iwas involved in creating it. Last year
we carried a $375K deficit forward which is ~40% of the YoY
[year over year] expense increase. Abbie [Sherman, director
of public works] did a really nice job laying out a systematic
plan to help us stay on top of our currentinfrastructure
maintenance which was an additional $300K. TIF adminis-
trative needs, right sizing the town manager salary to meet
current market expectations, insurance costs and some
expenses associated with the new town hall that gets us all
the way to the expense increase. All necessary elements that

corporate setting to working on my own most of the time ically important, which we are currently close to finalizing. Hecker > 10
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Zoning Ordinance. the quality issue with [contaminants including] PFOAs. And there’s another big one, thatno

Conflicts of Interest: Do you have any? How willyou handle them?

Irecently wrote aletter published in The Mountain Times on this issue. First, I think
the ethics ordinance is a good start, however, it is missing some of the spirit of the Act 171
changes. Itisimportant to have a documented standard operating procedure (SOP) on how
to handle ethics investigation, but we also need to identify an ethics liaison who is separate
from the investigations process (maybe a town librarian, I trustlibrarians). The Is only. This
is explained by Christina Sivret, executive director of Vermont Ethics Commission in inter-
view she did with Pat McDonald on her “Vote for Vermont” show. Sivret explains that these
tasks are intended to be separate, so thatlocal findings are separate from reporting to the
independent third party Commission. If the local investigations are in line with recommen-
dation of the State Ethics Commission great! but if the buck stops at the local level, having
this wonderful independent sounding board becomes moot.

My conflicts in town are the property, which my mom owns (where I live), and that
sometime cover shifts at Mountain Meadows. So, anything having to do with those two
properties is ano-go for me. I have no other vested interests in town, and have experience
turning down gifts, or perceived gifts, as I used to work as a police officer and needed to be
vigilant on public perception (gifts such as tickets to the World Cup and/or comped meals).
Ifitisn’t a town function or duty of the position, Iwill respectfully decline anything that is
not offered to the average town resident. Perception is paramount to trust.

Should Select Board grow to five?

I'think if the town wants to continue to grow it needs to increase the Select Board size to
capture more diversified viewpoints. This may minimally slow down process or make meet-
ingslonger, butit goes hand in hand (in my opinion) with the Killington Forward initiative.

Recreation Dept and Library: how to help grow and continue to serve the community?

Community, this is community. Iwill support these by listening to their respective
boards. They know better than me what their capabilities are and where they can better sup-
port the community. I grew up going to the pool, reading at the library, going to Camp Loads
of Fun. My son now goes to story time at the library in the room, which my mom painted the
mural on the wall. I previously stated I trust librarians and would love for one of them to be
the towns ethics liaison. I also trust that they know best for their area of expertise.

Obstacles/opportunities?

Biggestissue is instilling trust from our community to act in their best interest. All of
them, the voting public, the second homeowners, the business, workforce, etc. The job
of selectman is to make big decisions after listening to experts in their related fields for all
these people/entities. Not everyone will be happy all the time, but being transparent and
empathetic to each group’s plight goes along way in maintaining trust and having commu-
nity support. I amlooking to occupy this Select Board seat only if the town’s people feel I can
bestrepresent these views, and not my own.

one’sreally touched on and that’s fire protection. It would be great for the fire department
to be able to connect to more hydrants, and also more buildings could become sprinklered
— especially hotels, it’s a life saving matter there.

Conflicts of Interest: Do you have any? How will you handle them?

Ithink everything we do, we have to operate ethically. We're voted in with the support of the
voters to operate in an ethical manner. We take an oath for that. I believe that we need to continue
inthatdirection and follow the state’s statutes. Anything that we might have that would be a con-
flict ofinterest, we immediately need to recuse ourselves. Having a five person Select Board gives
us the ability to allow people to recuse themselves when there is a conflict of interest.

Should Select Board grow to five?

Isupporta five person board, if that is the wish to the voters. There’s parts of it that make
life alot easier. Currently, every time we need get together to work on stuff with Great Gulf,
we have to warn a meeting, and then go into executive session. With a five member board,
two Select Board members can get together and have a working session on something, we
wouldn’t need to warn it. We can’t make a decision with just two, but we can make a lot of
progress, soI thinkitbecomes alot easier in that regard.

There’s also such a large workload right now, it would be really nice to disperse it a bit.
The time commitment is far greater right now for Selectmen than it ever has been. We're
trying to figure out this water system, the roadway... we're meeting constantly because there
are big municipal infrastructure projects in the works. I love the idea of working with more
people that are driven to see the town becoming a better place.

Recreation Dept and Library: how to help grow and continue to serve the community?

Ultimately, what I'm trying to achieve here, personally, is that we build a town and a
community where our children want to come back and raise their kids. So Ireally push to
see those programs grow. And I think there are people that come here in the summertime
because of the accessibility of our recreation and what the department offers, including the
camps. [ think that they [summer camps] desperately need shelter, and so when the oppor-
tunity came up for us to purchase the post office building, l immediately thought to make
the old town offices our youth and Senior Center. What'’s better than to bring our seniors
and our youth together under one roof, and work together bettering our community.

Thelibraryis also an incredibly strong asset for us. They're a very well run organization.
Whether it’s the concert series down there or the different events that they host — they’re
certainly helping to build a well-rounded community that our kids will return to.

Obstacles/opportunities?

This current board is moving forward, and we're addressing the needs of the town — cur-
rentneeds as well as preparing for the future — I want to see this continue. Right now, our
therelationship between the town and the resortis the bestit’s ever been. We're building
partnerships with them, like the workforce housing property that we acquired. I think
things are really looking up for this community as a whole and I just want to see it continue.
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Courtesy U.S. Government Accountability Office
A graphicfrom the U.S. Government Accountability Office illustrates common features of
deepfake imagery.

Vermont would take ‘first logical step’
with new Al bill, says secretary of state

By Noah Diedrich, Community News Service

Editor’s note: The Community News Service is a program in which University of Vermont
students work with professional editors to provide content for local news outlets at no cost.

Can Vermontlegislators distinguish an Al-generated portrait from areal one? That was
the question facing the Senate government operations committee last week as members
watched pictures from a New York Times quiz designed to test just that.

As each face flicked by, the senators took turns guessing whether or not it was made by
artificial intelligence.

In five attempts, they only managed to get one correct.

The Feb. 4 committee meeting was convened to hear testimony on S.23, a bill that would
require political campaigns in Vermont to disclose uses of “synthetic media” — an image,
video or audio recording that creates arealistic yet false representation of another candi-
date. Failing to do so would come with a fine based on the severity of the violation.

The bill, introduced by Sen. Ruth Hardy, D-Addison, seeks to regulate the use of deep-
fakes, a type of Al-generated media that alters what a person said or did in a conversation
with the intent of deceiving viewers.

The threat of Alin elections is something thathaslong been a conversation among state

Record year for wildlife tracking
VTF&W Scat and Tracks program en

T

Arecord of just over 3,000
elementary and middle
school studentslearned to
find and identify signs of
bobcat, raccoon, snowshoe
hare and white-tailed deer
thiswinter.

This success marks the
fifth year of the Vermont
Fish and Wildlife Dept’s Scat
and Tracks program. Scatand
Tracksis a hybrid outdoor
education curriculum that
gotitsstartin 2021 during
the peak of Covid-19 school
closures. Today, the program
reaches K-9 classes aswell as
home school groupsinall 14
Vermont counties.

Scatand Tracks grew to
thisyear’srecord enroll-
mentof over 3,000 stu-
dents—including 271 home
schoolers—and 218 par-
ticipating educators from
just390 students and 63
participating educators in
its firstyear. Many teachers
returnyear after year and
recommend the program to
their colleagues.

“Wesstarted Scatand
Tracks backin 2021 as a way
tohelp teachers get their
students outside during the
pandemic,” said Corey Hart,
an education specialistwith
the department. “We never

rolls over 3,000

== T

Courtesy VTF&W
Eastern cottontail rabbit (top) and gray fox (bottom) tracks
are some of the wildlife signs that students in the Scat and
Tracks program learn to recognize. Both species are common
in rural parts of the state as well as in towns and cities.

election officials across the country, said Vermont Secretary of State Sarah Copeland Han- expected it to take offand
zas. For her, S.23 is a “firstlogical step” in Al regulation for Vermont. keep runninglikeithas done”
“We're really in uncharted territory in terms of the newness of this technology,” she said. Scatand Tracks is
“We don’t have any court precedents saying, “This is howyou can limit this type of speech, designed around a series of
or, ‘This ishowyou can’tlimit this kind of speech. So disclosure seems to be the safest way wildlife identification
Albill > 16 Tracking > 16
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help us move the town forward. the upcomingyear.

e $375Kcarryover

e $300Kroadsand maintenance to say about that.

I'min full support of the Village project. Not much more

e $280Ktown manager, TIF admin, insurance and

new town hall

Makes up the entire increase.

Do you support “Killington Forward?”

Ilike how well the first phase of the bottom portion of the
road project was completed. [ know they [the contractors]
have some open items to finalize in the spring, butIreally
like the fact that the primary elements were completed prior
to the winter and are generally on track.

We all know the need for municipal water is a high priority
and a dependency for both the village and the workforce
housing. I'm sure our current residents are excited to receive
itaswell. Once againIfeel good about the progress there.

Workforce housing planningis also on the right track. It
isalot of work to coordinate the purchase ofland for this in-
tention as well as broker an agreement between Great Gulf
and the mountain [resort] in order to chip in for the mutual
benefit of all. We are primed for this to take greater shape in

Confflicts of Interest: Do you have any? How will you
handle them?

Since there was so much detail around the investment
in the mountain connected to ethics this feels like a direct
question so Iwill treatit as such. Yes, [ am an investor in
the mountain. I do notsee itas a conflict, butI am more
than happy to recuse myself from matters affecting the
mountain if thatis desired. If there are ever any questions
of me regarding anything that has a perception of conflict,
please simply let me know. E-mail, call...anytime. I'will talk
through any questions the public may have.

Should Select Board grow to five?

Ifully supportit. It would be great for the board to have
additional perspectives as it looks to make future decisions.
Itwould also be great to be able to talk shop with another
board member outside of the meetings. Today we cannot, as
two members is a quorum. The only other commentIwould
make here is to the women in town. Hopefully we can get

some interest for some of them to raise their hands should
this Article pass. That would be a welcome addition to the
board.

Recreation Dept and Library: how to help grow and
continue to serve the community?

Iwill start with the Recreation Dept. First of all, my wife
Tiffanyis on the recreation board and is very active in her
supportof all things rec. I know thatis not me directly butI
should get alittle credit for that! When it comes to the Library
Ioutsource thathelp to myyoungest daughter who uses the
facility after almost every school day and chipsin to assist.

Strictly from a board perspective both groups showed
up very well in their budgeting sessions and we were all
extremely supportive of them financially.

Obstacles/opportunities?

I'llrecap:

o Townmanager selection and retention plan.

o  Planningsessions for all departments to streamline

budgeting season.

o  Thereare other planning opportunities that could

use some focus - Golf Course is one example.
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TOWN OF

K WILLINGTON

YERMONT

2025 TOWN-WIDE REAPPRAISAL
DATA COLLECTION CARDS HAVE BEEN MAILED OUTY

As mentioned in the Reappraisal Informational Meeting, the Town of
Killington will be sending out Data Mailers to verify the data for your
property. The mailers will be sent to the mailing address that we have on file.
The Board of Listers is asking each and every property owner to review their
data card and return it within 10 days. Changes cannot be made by telephone
as a signed form is required for our records. Cards may be returned by mail,
fax, email or in person at the town office.

Sample Data Card
Data Card - Category Definitions

If you need assistance in reviewing your card, please contact the
listers office at listers@killingtontown.com or (802) 422-3241, x5

To Schedule a Q&A Session, contact Merisa Sherman
at merisa@killingtontown.com

TOWN OF

KILLINGTON
VERMONT

WARNING

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING: MARCH 3, 2025
&
BOND VOTE: MARCH 4, 2025

Pursuant to 17 VSA 2680, the legal voters of the Town of Killington, County of Rutland,
State of Vermont are hereby warned and notified that a Public Informational Hearing will be
held on Monday, March 3, 2025, commencing at seven oclock (7:00) in the evening (p.m.) to
be held at the Killington Public Safety Building at 800 Killington Road, Killington, Vermont
and via electronic means. The object and purpose of this hearing is to consider indebtedness
for the purpose of improvements for the Town, consisting of the planning, design,
acquisition, construction and installation and equipping of water system improvements

for the Town. The estimated cost of the improvement is $11,200,000; the amount of bonds
proposed to be issued is $11,200,000.

S

The article as it will appear on the Annual Town Meeting Warning is as follows:

Article 4. Shall the bonds of the Town of Killington in an amount not to exceed
ELEVEN MILLION TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ($11,200,000),
subject to reduction through the receipt of any other sources of funding, be issued for
the purpose of the planning, design, acquisition, construction and installation and
equipping of water system improvements for the Town of Killington?

The above article will be voted by Australian ballot at the Killington Town Office at 2706
River Road in Killington on Tuesday, March 4, 2025, from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 PM.

Information for attending the Public Informational Hearing via electronic means will be
posted in the Agenda on the Town website: Killingtontown.com/calendar

TOWN OF

KILLINGTON
‘1 VERMONT

WARNING:

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING:
March 3, 2025
&
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING:
March 4, 2025

The legal voters of the Town of Killington, County of Rutland, State of Vermont
are hereby warned and notified to meet at the Killington Town Office at 2706 River
Road in Killington on Tuesday, March 4, 2025, from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. to vote by
Australian ballot on the following Articles.

Legal voters are further warned that a public informational hearing will take place
at the Killington Public Safety Building at 800 Killington Road in Killington and via
electronic means on Monday, March 3, 2025, at 7:00 PM. For information on how to
participate in this public informational hearing, please see the Public Informational
Hearing Notice and Agenda posted herewith.

Article 1. To elect the following town officers:

A moderator for a term of one year;

A selectboard member for a term of one year;

A selectboard member for a term of three years;

A town clerk for a term of one year;

A town treasurer for a term of three years;

A lister for a term of three years;

A cemetery commissioner for a term of three years;

o Alibrary trustee for a term of five years;

Article 2. Shall property taxes be paid in three installments: the first due August
15,2025, and the overdue subject to interest after August 25, 2025; the second due
November 15, 2025, and overdue subject to interest after November 25, 2025; and the
third due February 15, 2026, with the total tax delinquent after February 25, 2026?

Article 3. Shall the voters approve total general fund expenditures of $7,912,875
of which an estimated $5,422,325 shall be raised by property taxes, and $2,490,550 in
estimated non-property tax revenue for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 20252

Article 4. Shall the bonds of the Town of Killington in an amount not to exceed
ELEVEN MILLION TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ($11,200,000),
subject to reduction through the receipt of any other sources of funding, be issued for
the purpose of the planning, design, acquisition, construction and installation and
equipping of water system improvements for the Town of Killington?

Article 5. Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Killington, in an
amount not to exceed Four Hundred Ninety Thousand Dollars ($490,000), subject to
reduction from available state and federal grants in aid and the application of available
reserves, to be financed for a term not to exceed 15 years be issued for the purpose of
completing renovations of the new Town Hall at 2046 US Route 4 in Killington?

Article 6. Shall the Town of Killington elect two (2) additional Selectboard
members for terms of two years each pursuant to 17 V.S.A. §2650(b) whose terms
shall take effect June 1, 2025, with a Special Meeting to be warned to fill these
additional positions in the event this Article passes?

Dated at Killington, Vermont this 27th day of January 2025.

(Ll b
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442 Woodstock Rd, Woodstock, VT 05091 | Open Everyday

C

DAILY 10% DISCOUNT

FOR UPPER VALLEY & RUTLAND COUNTY
RESIDENTS, MEDIGAL GARD HOLDERS, & VETERANS

RESTRICTIONS APPLY - SEE STORE FOR DETAILS*

MONDRY MUNGHIES PIIEHOLI.*FUESDHYS

20% OFF EDIBLES \\ 20% OFF PREROLLS |

WHEN YOU BUY 2 OR MORE \\ WHEN YOU BUY THREE OR MORE

GIAKY WEI]IIESIH\YS

15% OFF ®)
10% OFF TOPICALS & TINCTURES.

FRIDAY FLIGHT - SHOPPING SUNDRY

. GET SELECT FOUR EIGHTHS | '« 0% OFF
% FOR ONLY $120 + TAX. \

SCAN ME TO

FOR OUR NEWSLETTER & MORE: T FOR DAILY UPDATES FOLLOW:

SEE OUR MENU

Cannabis has not been ana'l.¥zed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration(FDA).For use by individuals 2lyears of age and

older or r‘eg:l.ster'ed qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODU%T AWAY FROM  CHILDREN AND PI¥TS DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR —
BREASTFEEDING. Possession or use of cannabis may carry significant legal gena‘Lt:l.es in some jurisdictions and under federal [ NOTSAFE
law. It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The effects of edible cannabis maybe delayed by two hours or F[]R KIDS

more. Cannabis maybe habit forming and can impair concentration, coordination, _and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger
maybe more Llikely to experience harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under CONTAINS THC
the influence of this product. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.
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Submitted
Members of the UVM national champion soccer team were honored with a standing ovation
and resolution in the House Chamber on Friday, Feb. 7.

One-third of the way?

This past Friday was the final day for the
first group oflegislative pages. Always nice to
see therecognition the eighth graders receive
for their service with
their families present at 7
the State House. Pages
serve for sixweeks, with
three groups com-
prising the scheduled
18-week session. The
Legislature would nor-
mallybe one-third of the
way done at this point.

However, plans for
amajor overhaul of
school governance and financing could de-
rail the normal flow of business for the 2025
session. Both the governor and legislative
leaders have agreed up to this point that
education changes are the No. 1 priority.
Increasing property taxes were a major factor
in the change of the political makeup of the
Vermont Legislature last November.

With more details coming forth on the
administration’s education proposal,
the criticisms are increasing from vari-
ous groups, including superintendents,
the NEA, school boards, principals and
others. Senate leader Phil Baruth, D-Chit-
tenden-Central, has already declared his
opposition to the governor’s proposal to
allow alimited amount of school choice in
all school districts. He has even hinted that
education changes could wait and just work
on the financing issue this session.

House Speaker Krowinski, while also not a
fan of expanding school choice options, con-
tinues to believe we need to make transfor-
mational changes to our education system,
and notjust tinker with the financing.

Othersargue thatwithoutreducing the
costs of K-12 education, already one of the
highestin the country, financing costs will
continue to grow. Reshuffling the deck chairs
alone will not get us where we need to go to
improve outcomes and lower taxes. Given the
complexities and lack of consensus on how
to transform the education system, thereis a
very good chance the session could go into
overtime.

Other issues of interest:

. The House and Senate Appropriation
Committees held the first of two pub-
lichearings on the FY26 state budget
last Thursday. Individuals and groups
requested over $70 million in addi-
tional spending over the governor’s

By Rep. Jim
Harrison

recommended budget plan. Any
increase in spending could jeopar-
dize money set aside for short-term
property taxrelief.

e TheVermont Supreme Court dis-
missed a challenge to the governor’s
authority to reappoint Secretary of
Education Zoie Saunders after the
Senate failed to confirm herinitial
appointmentlastyear. The challenge
was brought by state Sen. Tanya
Vyhovsky, P/D-Chittenden-Central
and former Sen. Dick McCormick,
D-Windsor.

o The Senate Committee on Appro-
priations has delayed advancing
itsversion of the annual Budget
Adjustment Act (H.141) to this week
after failing to reach agreement with
the governor. The bill was approved
in the House by party lines over
disagreement of additional spending
and proposal for an extension of the
hotel voucher program winter rules
into early summer.

e Aproposalto callfor a constitutional
convention to address topics like
federal Congressional term limits
and federal deficit spending, ran
into a cool reception in the House
Government Operations Committee
lastweek. Under Article Vofthe U.S.
Constitution, Congress would have to
convene a constitutional convention
if 34 states called for one.

o TheSenatenatural resources
committee is expected to advance
legislation aimed at reducing the use
of salt on Vermont roadways during
the winter.

The page recognition at the conclusion of
their sixweeks always reminds me of when
our son, Ben, served in that capacity some
years ago. Thatwas also one of those rare
sessions that went into overtime. While Ben
was happy because he was able to extend his
sixweeks away from school, I am certainly
hopingwe can find a way to get the work done
before June!

The Legislature is currently scheduled
and budgeted to conclude on May 16. Ex-
tending the session could resultin the need
for additional appropriation.

Jim Harrison is the state representative
for Chittenden, Killington, Mendon, and
Pittsfield. He can bereached at JHarrison@
leg state.vt.us.
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and securely at 4.00% APY*. You will have more money in the
future if you invest in one of our CDs today.
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Rutland
802-774-5085
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Vt's future is a choice
between scarcity
and abundance

By Kevin Chu

Editor’s note: Kevin Chu is the executive director of the
Vermont Futures Project, an independent non-partisan
organization pursuing answers to their mission question:
How can we use data to support the evolution of Vermont's
economy towards a thriving future full of opportunity for all?

Personal growth is universally celebrated. We encourage
people to pursue education, seek professional develop-
ment, and advance in their endeavors. We applaud entre-
preneurs who take risks, innovate, and build successful
enterprises. We praise people who overcome adversity and
become more resilientin the process.

Yet, when it comes to Vermont’s communities, there
ishesitation to embrace the same idea of growth, with some
even calling for degrowth. Population growth and new
housing developments are treated as threats that need to be
protected against. Protection of what and for whom? What if
the real danger is not growing?

We celebrate growth on an individual level — let’s extend
that sentiment to our state as a whole.

What if we don’t?

The challenges Vermont faces today — workforce
shortages, the housing crisis, rising costs for healthcare and
education, and a growing tax burden — are symptoms of
stagnation. The root causes are lack of sufficient growth in
our working-age population and new housing over several
decades.

Indoingnothing, In doing nothing,
Vermontrisks either Vermont risks either
increasing cost of ) )
living or uncomfort- Increasing cost
ablereductionsin of Livi ng or
programs, services,
and infrastructure that uncomfortable
Vermontersrely on. reductions in
There’s already evi- )
dence of this from dou- programs, Services,
ble-digit property and infrastructure
taxincreases to cuts
in transportation, pro- that Vermonters
posed reductions rely on.
in hospital services,

and school consolidation. These are the options if Vermont
doesn’t grow; these are the impacts of choosing scarcity.

Don'tlike these options? Many Vermonters agree with
you. More Vermonters support population growth and in-
creased housing than oppose it.

What's the alternative?

Choose abundance.

We can make Vermont more affordable and maintain
critical services with growth. A larger working-age popula-
tion strengthens the workforce. This supports business suc-
cess and can lead to higher wages. Growing the population
also means more taxpayers rather than more taxes. In-
creased housing improves affordability and accessibility
for current and future Vermonters. Growth ensures that our
communities remain viable places for people to build their
futures while fostering greater sustainability and resilience.
In depopulated areas, growth canlead to revitalization and
the utilization of existing resources.

These are the potential benefits of abundance.

Scarcity or abundance > 16

So, China? Would you be interested in quite
a bit of cil? Lot’s and lots of water? Tons
of lumber? And we'd throw in a few bottles
of maple syrup to sweeten the deal...

LETTERS

Defending
Vermont's
public schools

Dear Editor,

The most alarming thing
about Governor Scott’s
education transformation
proposal is thatit follows the
playbook of conservative
billionaires who are funding
acoordinated effort to
dismantle public education.
Americans for Prosperity,
apolitical advocacy group
founded by the Koch Broth-
ers, recently confirmed this
when theysingled outand
praised Governor Scott’s
efforts. Under the false
promise of school choice,
the governor wants to
expand tuition payments
to private schools. This will
further drain dollars from
the state budget and our
public education system to
fund unaccountable private
schools.

Part of the strategy of
these conservative bil-
lionairesis to politicize
and dismantle trustin our
public schools. They try pit-
ting parents against public
schools and teachers, thus
dividing communities.
These efforts to vilify educa-

Public schools - 18

MVSD School
Board Chair
defends Sousa

Dear Editor,

I'write thisletter asa
parentand grandparent, a
retired French and Spanish
teacher with 44 years of
experience, and a current
school board chair. After
receiving a letter requesting
the dismissal of superinten-
dent Sherry Sousadueto a
lawsuit settled ayear ago, I
have engaged with commu-
nity members, spoken with
board members, and done
someresearch regarding

Harassment,
hazing, and
bullying
are societal

problems.

the lawsuit. I have read the
complaint that was made to
the Human Rights Commis-
sion and the response from
the school district. Harass-
ment, hazing, and bullying
are societal problems. It
isunacceptable and must
be taken seriously when it

occurs in our schools.
MVSD chair > 18

China Deal by Terry Mosher, The Montreal Gazette

School leaders
support
Superintendent
Sherry Sousa

Dear Editor,

We are writingto the
Mountain Views Super-
visory Union Board and
the communitiesitserves,
to express our support for
Sherry Sousa as superinten-
dent of the Mountain Views
Supervisory Union (MVSU).
Asprincipals and directors
within the MVSU, we have
worked closely with Sherry
towards our goal of creating
and maintaining a positive
and inclusive learning envi-
ronmentwhere all students,
especially those who are
currently or historically mar-
ginalized, feel safe, included,
welcomed, and accepted,
and experience a sense of
belonging and academic
success in a safe and caring
learning environment.

Throughouther career
within the MVSU as a special
educator, director, and now
superintendent, Sherry
has shown an unwavering
commitment to serving the
needs of all students. We
believe that Sherryis the best

person to continue leading
MVSU leaders - 18

MVSU
educators
support Sousa

Dear Editor,

Editor’s note: This letter
was originally addressed to
the Mountain Views Super-
visory Union Board and the
communities it serves and is
shared by request.

As district employees,
we were very concerned to
see the petition calling for
the removal or resignation
of Superintendent Sherry
Sousa. Confronting racism
and swiftly addressing
racistincidents are of the
highest priority in our work.
We believe this petition
mischaracterizes the deep
and ongoing commitment
of our district, led by Sherry,
to address these persistent
and pervasive problems in
our society and schools.

Our community is en-
gaged in several challenging
and important conversa-
tions. This includes debates
over how to prioritize lim-
ited resources and how to
most effectively realize the
outcomes we want for our
students. Italso includes
difficult discussions on
issues of race, gender, and

MVSU educators - 18
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Ending the war in Ukraine
On Feb. 24, 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine.
In the three years since the start of the war,
estimates range between 43,000-80,000
Ukraine military deaths, more than 12,500
civilian deaths, and potentially anywhere
from 90,000-200,000 Russian and Pro-Russian
fighters killed. The Trump administration is
actively working with Russia and Ukraine to
end the nearly three-year conflict. Indications
that the Trump administration policy would
exclude its European allies from the negotiation
table sparked concern from both sides that
dismissing Europe from negotiations could
lead to a destabilizing precedent. The Trump
administration also appeared willing to bargain
away Ukraine’s territory to Russia in order to
bring an end to the war.

“An absolutely abhorrent surrender
and a betrayal of Ukraine,’

said Sen. Richard Blumenthal on the
emerging proposal.

“We should have moral clarity who started this war,
who is bombing cities indiscriminately, and who
our real friend here is. There are consequences of
rewarding the invader even if its leader foolishly led
over 700,000 of its citizens to slaughter,’

said Nebraska Representative Don Bacon.

“If Hegseth thinks it’s helpful to Ukrainian
security to make proactive concessions like this
on their behalf, I hope he'll go back and read
‘The Art of the Deal, because this is no way to
negotiate with or for a close partner and ally,’

said Senator Chris Coons, in response to Secretary of
Defense Hegseth'’s approach towards negotiating a peace
settlement between Russia and Ukraine.

“Inever intended to yield to Russia’s ultimatums, and I
don’tintend to now,’

said Ukraine Zelenskyy regarding any peace negotiations
between Russia and the U.S. that does not involve Ukraine.

COMMENTARY

In support of landlords

Ifthe state of Vermont is fully committed
to confronting the current housing crisis
head-on, its most powerful move would be to
partner with landlords and look
forways to support them.

One-third of all Vermont
households rent their homes. Of
those homes, the vast majority
are owned by mom-and-pop
landlords, who, on average, own
less than two housing units.

Thenwhy does the state direct
80% ofits housing funding and
resources to those public agen-
cies that create and manage 20%
ofitsrental housing stock? This is
the equivalent of turning gold into straw.

Itisalso an example of the Pareto Principle,
which states that 80% of the desired outcome
typically comes from 20% of the effort.

Lastyear, [housed 15 adults and 19 chil-
dren out of thelocal motels. As alow-barrier
landlord, I housed tenants with no rental
history, current employment, credit score, or
references. The one common denominator
was that they all had a social service organiza-
tion supporting them.

Atleast they did until the rental agreement
was signed.

The rude awakening for me was that of
the 22 housing agencies and authorities I
workwith, their commitment to the land-
lord-tenant-agency relationship was limited
tosupporting the tenant, notin a sustainable
win-win-win strategy.

Theoretically, strategies exist to support
tenants and work with landlords to ensure a
successful relationship between them.

For example, the state has seven landlord

LETTER

The Accidental
Activist
By Stephen Box

liaisons, who are funded by the Office of Eco-
nomic Opportunity, but without oversight, the
results are uneven or non-existent.

In addition, programslike
the Landlord Relief Program are
designed to soften the financial
blowwhen a tenantvacates an
apartment, leaving unpaid rent
and damages. However, when the
process is more cumbersome than
the potential reward of $5,000, one
has to ask:Is the program commit-
ted to the process or the outcome?

Another program is the Eviction
Prevention Program, which will
intervene in an eviction once there
isa court docket number, paying the back rent
for the tenant on the condition that the land-
lord agrees not to evict the tenantin the future
for several months equal to the backrent.

The bulk of the state’s efforts to get and
keep tenants housed is on the back end, not
on preparing tenants for successful tenancies.

The City of Tacoma, Washington (popu-
lation 222K), has alandlord liaison program
that begins with training and education for
potential tenants and continues with support
andresources forlandlords, including a 24-
hour hotline.

Yet, here in Vermont, it is my experience
thatthe state’s agencies, and organizations’
efforts are focused on reacting to issues rather
than preventing them. An exception is the
Champlain Valley Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity’s Tenant Skills workshop, which Inow
askall rental applicants to complete. However,
ifthe agency supporting the tenant doesn’t
stay with the tenant, it’s of little value.

Supporting landlords - 53

Keep Doenges as Mayor of Rutland City

Dear Editor,

Mike Doenges hasbeen
doingaverygoodjob as
mayor and deserves a sec-
ond term.

I'have known Mike since
hewas ateenager; he came
to our house to help Artand
me with our computer.

He was an industrious
worker then and continues
tobe.

He is outstandingin the
following areas —going to
Montpelier on behalf of our
city, keeping the downtown
vibrant, and having a vision
for the future.

Mike wants more
housing. He has traveled to
Montpelier to get Rutland
Cityrecognized and to get
state money.

Infact, the city has

received $8,000,000 in
low-interest state loans for
developers. And, in the two
months following, the city
received $6,500,000 in ap-
plications from developers.
Tied in with housingis his
desire to increase Rutland'’s
population. More people
mean lower taxes.

The downtown has
attracted new businesses
and restaurants during his
time in office. Center Street
is alive and well with The
Paramount Theatre and
shops and restaurants. In
addition, events such as
The Halloween Parade, The
Whoopie Pie Contest, and
Winterfest attract people to
downtown.

Mike has a vision for

the future: a city 0f 30,000,
more money coming from
Montpelier, listening to
cityresidents at City Hall
(his office, on the first
floor), excellent police and
fire protection, road and
sidewalk improvements,
more events to listen to the
public and their concerns,
amovie theater, and a hotel
downtown.

In only two years, Mike
has accomplished a great
deal. He isrespected by
many of us for his work
ethic and desire to have our
city stay vibrant.

Please vote to re-elect
Doenges for mayor so he
will have two more years to
accomplish his goals.

Mary Crowley, Rutland
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Resist the billionaire playbook: What the oligarchs want

By U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders
Idonot often find myselfin the habit of

today. But given

The three wealthiest men in

ticians don’t seem

Itis whatruling classes throughout history

thanking Elon Musk, buthehasdoneanex-  thenewsand ) tobeasking:What  have always wanted and have believed is
ceptional job of demonstrating a point that attention Mr. America have become $2 15 doheand other theirs by right: more power, more control,
we have made foryears — and that is the Muskhasbeen billion richer since Election Day. multi-billionaires more wealth. And they don’twant ordinary
factwelive in an oligarchic societyinwhich  getting over the really want? What people and democracy getting in their way.

billionaires dominate, not only our politics

and the information we consume but our

government and economic lives as well.
Thathas never been more clear thanitis

Scarcity or abundance: ... ... ...

last fewweeks as he illegally and unconsti-
tutionally dismantles government agencies,
I'thought itwas an appropriate time to ask
the question that the media and most poli-

istheir endgame?

Tracking: ...

Inmy opinion, what Musk and those
around him are aggressively striving for is not
novel; itis not complicated, and itis not new.

from page 14

How do we get there from here?
The first step is to move beyond endless debates about

howwe gothere or
whose faultitis and start
focusing on collaborating
to do something about it.
We need solutions, not
scapegoats.

Then we must make a choice. Do we accept scarcity and
adaptto rising costs or declining services, or do we choose a
future of abundance where strategic growth makes Vermont

more affordable?

Ifwe choose affordability and abundance, the Ver-
mont Futures Project Economic Action Plan lays out a
data-informed roadmap for making this vision a reality.

Let’s embrace a collective growth mindset. Our future

dependsonit.

We need
solutions, not
scapegoats.

from page 12
videos that participating teachers can share with their classes.
Each episode highlights one of 16 Vermont species and de-
scribesits habitat needs and life cycle, conservation status, and
of course howto find the species’ scat, tracks and other signs.

“We have found thereis alot of
appetite just forlearning about the
species who share our state, from
both students and their teachers
and families,” said Hart. “That’s true
even for fairly common wildlife like
beavers and foxes. A recent survey we ran found less than half
of Vermonters would say they are moderately or very knowl-
edgeable about a surprising number of species.’

After everyvideo lesson, teachers take their students outside
looking for scat, tracks and other wildlife signs near their
schools or homes. To help teachers who are new toleading
nature walks, Hart provides a video masterclass on mentoring

AT DL

from page 12
togo.”

Ilana Beller, a lobbyist for national
consumer advocacy group Public Cit-
izen, testified last Tuesday in support
ofthe new bill. She was the one who
had brought the quiz to the committee
to prove the ability of deepfake tech to
confuse and befuddle.

“Whether you're talking about
audio deepfakes, images, videos — the
technology has gotten to areally good
place in terms of being effective at
tricking people,” Beller said. “We've
reached a place where pretty much
anyone on the internet can create a
deepfake within a couple of minutes,
and it costs like five bucks.’

Beller said the quality of this tech-
nology is rapidly improving and that
deepfake use saw an increase in recent
election cycles around the world,
includingin the U.S., India, Turkey
and Slovakia.

The impetus for S.23 was arobo-
call this pastyear that attempted to
bamboozle voters in New Hamp-
shire during the 2024 presidential
primary by playing an Al-generated
recording of former President Joe
Biden, Hardy said.

Phone messages mimicking the
voice of the then-president told Gran-
ite State Democrats to save their vote
for the general election in November,
spreading the false notion that they
had only the one vote to cast for both

contests.

The effects of Al could be detri-
mental for public trustin the long run,
letalone creating confusion during
election cycles, Beller said in her
testimony.

“Ifalarge percentage of the content
or information that’s being circulated
isrealistic-looking video or images
that are fraudulent, then it will serve to
erode the trust of the general public,’
she said.

Aversion of S.23
hasbeenintro-
duced in 49 state
legislatures, with
21 states having al-
ready passed it with
broad bipartisan
support. Vermont'’s
version has triparti-
san support, Hardy said.

“One of the things that’s great about
thisissueisIdon’t thinkit’s a partisan
issue,” Copeland Hanzas said. “It’s
really just to make sure that elections
are honestand accurate and fair”

Like many of its sister bills, S.23
requires a disclosure of synthetic
mediainstead of an outright ban out of
caution for violating the First Amend-
ment. On the question of a complete
ban or disclosure for Al use in Vermont
elections, Copeland Hanzas said she
opts for the latter.

“We have not demonstrated a high

enough bar of potential damage to
justify aban,” she said. “Itis likely
there would be alawsuit if we were to
attempt to ban the use of AL”

But the implications of Alin elec-
tions could pose questions for matters
of free speech.

“Deciding where along the
spectrum of acceptable free speech,
versus something that is dangerous or
damaging and should be restricted, is

Can Vermont legislators distinguish
an Al-generated portrait from a real
one? That was the question facing
the Senate government operations
committee last week ... In five attempts,
they only managed to get one correct.

just completely uncharted here in the
Alrealm,” the secretary of state said.
“Itwas never possible to make such a
convincing fabrication of what anoth-
er person might say.”

Despite the risks deepfakes could
pose to election integrity, Copeland
Hanzas said Al may help leverage the
playing field in certain contests.

“Ithelps a candidate who maybe
doesn’thave staff or doesn’t have the
funds to hire abunch of people to help
them write ad copy,” she said. “They
could, in theory, use Al to form the
basis of their campaign materials.”

“There is a lot of appetite just
for learning about the species
who share our state,” said Hart.

Elon Musk and his fellow oligarchs
believe government and laws are simply an
impediment to their interests and what they

Oligarchs > 54

students in skills like making field observations and using a
nature journal. Once field trips are complete, students and
teachers can join Hart and department biologists in a group
video call to share wildlife observations and bring questions
directly to the experts.

“This year we had our deer biol-
ogist, our small mammal biologist,
and many others join big group
video calls to answer questions from
students after their field trips,” said
Hart. “The biologists were able to go into real depth about many
Vermont species with the students, and to talk about what
acareer in conservation is like aswell. It turned out to be an
incredible hit for both the students and our scientists.”

Scatand Tracks has wrapped up for 2025 but will be offered
again next year. Open registration for January 2026 will be
announced in November 2025.

It's the people: ...
from page 4
Today, business schools teach aboutleaders from a variety
of socio-economic groups.

However, Iworry about the long-term implications of the
bias that experience is the only qualification for leadership.
After all, who will be more invested in Vermont’s long-term
health and prosperity than its youngleaders? Who is think-
ing more about the future, not just nextyear, buta decade
from now? As the popular book Who Moved My Cheese
illustrates, clinging to the past can lead to stagnation. In
today’s rapidly changing world, adaptability is essential.

While experience is important, the word itselfis tran-
sitional, subjectto the vicissitudes of time and place. Now
more than ever, the qualities ofleadership that should
matter the most are empathy, engagement, enthusiasm and
positive energy.

My Carmel experience taught me this valuable lesson:
Despite the allure of magnificent scenery and marvelous
weather, a place is nothing without the right people to share
itwith. Over the past two months of almost unbearable
icyweather in New Jersey as well as Vermont, I felt more
engaged, safe, and secure, simplybecause I reconnected in
personwith people I care about the most.

For centuries, philosophers have taught us that building
and maintaining meaningful relationships and community is
supremely important. For countless friends and lovers, per-
hapsit’s Streisand who expresses that sentiment best: “Peo-
ple who need people are the luckiest people in the world.”

Empathetic, engaged and enthusiastic leaders who
foster innovation, and who welcome feedback, need our
support. We are lucky to have them, as they are the very
heartbeat of Vermont.

Liz DiMarco Weinmann, MBA, is a strategic growth spe-
cialist, nonprofit leader, business educator, and author. Her
L3C consulting firm works exclusively with charities and ed-
ucational institutions, on strategic planning, organizational
development, and fundraising: lizdimarcoweinmann.com.
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PUZZLES - 17

WORDPLAY

BLOOD CELLS WORD SEARCH

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally and backwards

KG M APV ADATCY O0OADTISUETIU BD®O M\
E E NNHBMENW HTETLTHEIRAUPYN
N K T ZV CVSRCTULYCSDAGMSG
E VI RFNTMMALULETFGMREWPT CT
E HB FEAEAYULSULRIRUPZ CSDBTISG
L E o0 o0 ccmMGMAPEMODUOAMM
C M DHNWVITC CTIUDUTETGUTIW RUDATEZ
T BY OAEKUPSTLTIU CPTFKKHS'Y
Y K C ERY KFKBNEI KTITNIDNUOL
P UFLUDBEGTITIULAUNWVDUHEWMNY
E G AHSTIKTNLWDVSGIVPUUPM
B S GO S Y AN STULTIWPU O AUHUHU BUSC
L UG EAPSEHWHTIULUHZL KETYD
O G UMMNU GOTISUTFSNART R RTWVP
0O CS 0L K HY GYBNJEIKILSETER
D B CKNIDIRFNSZO0OTTI CTSMMETI
D R DAODVI RRPZPFLMUTETIUZPSY
H TBNTNANTIMODOT CTRSHUHTI
F Y oD GTNIEMEGANA AMUHS SV TA

G R DS EMY Z NEUPIRSDTIGTG UBG U/

ALLELE BANK COMPATIBLE GENE PHERESIS THERAPY

ANTIBODY BLOOD DONOR GROUPING PLASMA TRANSFUSION

ANTIGEN CELLS DOSE MANAGEMENT RED TYPE

ASSURANCE CODOMINANT ENZYMES MATCH TESTING VIAL

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Solutions >40

CLUES ACROSS
1. Tropical Asian
plant
5. Yankees’
slugger Judge
10. Helps to
preserve food
12. Plant disease
14. One who
predicts
16. Equally
18. Burundian
franc
19. Pouch
20. Arizona city
22. Surround
23. Hard, heavy
timber
25. Witnessed
26. They __
27. French river
28. A way to drink
30. Small con-
stellation
31. Peruse a
written work
33. Type of
hound
35. Plant of the
goosefoot family
37. Evade or
escape
38. Away to
confine
40. Volcanic
crater
41. Weekday
42. Women'’s
service organiza-
tion (abbr.)
44. Local area
network

45. Sensory
receptor
48. Posted
50. Tibetan
pastry

52. Licensed for
Wall Street

53. Very willing
55. Golf score
56. Consume
57. Touchdown
58. Tends to
remind

63. In a way,
smoothed

65. Poke holes in
the ground

66. Herbaceous
plants

67. Taiwanese
river

CLUES DOWN

1. Body art

2. Boxing’s
GOAT

3. Film for pos-
terity (abbr.)

4. Prayer

5. Calculating
machine

6. Keyboard key

7. Outburst

8. Man-eating
giants

9. New Hamp-
shire

11. Counting
13. Pants style
15. Political ac-
tion committee

SUDOKU

Solutions > 40

How to Play

Each block is divided by its own matrix of nine cells. The rule for solv-
ing Sudoku puzzles are very simple. Each row, column and block, must
contain one of the numbers from “1” to “9”. No number may appear
more than once in any row, column, or block. When you've filled the
entire grid the puzzle is solved.

Level: Intermediate

GUESS WHO >

| am a singer born in Canada on February
16, 1990. | began to gain a following after
anonymously uploading my songs to
YouTube. | went on to release a mixtape,
which was met with acclaim. | have since
won multiple Grammy awards.

puxeaM 8y1 Jemsuy

LOCAL PEOPLE.

LOCAL SERVICE.

HOME COMFORT
ALL SEASON LONG!

64

65

66

67

17. U.S. government
legislative branch

18. Civil Rights Act com-
ponent

21. Contractors take one
10. Type of sword  23. Spanish soldier

24. A person’s brother or
sister

27. Expressed pleasure
29. Song of praise

. Shock treatment

. Patti Hearst’s captors
. Counteract

. Goes over again

. Popular Dodge truck

. Male adult

43. A part of a river where
the current is very fast

44, Rope used to lasso
46. Become less intense

47. Subway rodent

49. Lead alloy

51. Japanese honorific title
54. Advise someone

59. Famous NYC museum
60. Ocean

61. Cathode-ray tube

62. Cologne

64. It starts with these two

= Generators

.""l-. 6 K‘.

= HEATING - Boilers, * Fuel Stops
Furnaces, * Fuel storage tanks
Space Heating * Propane &

* Heat pumps Fuel Delivery

* Water heaters * Tank monitoring

Smart Home

* 24/7 Emergency
Service

Keyser Energy

Propane = (4l « Biofuel

Call

us now at 866-395-7220




1B amsismest’s

The Mountain Times * Feb.19-25, 2025

Public schools:

from page 14
tors are simply attempts to
justify diverting taxpayer
dollars away from public
education.

Publiceducationisa

cornerstone of our nation’s
democracy, and public
schools are essential to
providing youth with the
skills and knowledge to be
engaged participants in our
society. Two hundred fifty
years ago, Vermont’s found-
ers knew thata well-educat-
ed population was the only
way to ensure Vermont’s

MVSD Chair: oo

from page 14

Inrecentyears, schools
have worked hard to ad-
dress the harm that harass-
ment, hazing, and bullying
do tokids, particularly to
students of color and those
who are gender-noncon-
forming. The MVSU School
Board initiated an HHB
(hazing, harassment, and
bullying) policy in 2021. The
board reviewed and passed
itin 2022 (available on the
MVSU website under poli-
cies) with significant collab-
oration from two Vermont
Law School students.

Under the leadership
of Superintendent Sherry
Sousa, the staff began an
intense focus onracism,
implicit bias, and howto

address these issues in the
classroom. Professional
development was offered
monthlywith Dr. Luvelle
Brown from Ithaca, New
York, ablack superinten-
dentwho worked hard to
transform his school district
into an anti-racist school.
He was a consultant to the
incident thatresulted in

the lawsuit and suggested
various pathways to move
forward. Teachers and

staff participated in book
studies and opportunities
to build curriculum and
met with Dr. Brown. During

Public education is
a cornerstone of our
nation’s democracy.

future and protect us from
autocrats and tyranny. This
is highlighted by the fact
thateducation is the only
government service men-
tioned in the Vermont Con-
stitution. The framers knew
precisely what they were
doing with the education
clause, the common benefit
clause, and the compelled

the professional develop-
ment days at the start of the
schoolyear this fall, Big
Hartman, executive director
ofthe Vermont Human
Rights Commission, came
to further educate the
administration, teachers,
and staffas to how they
can protect students being
bullied, combat racism, and
other forms of harassment.
T also wentto the training
and learned from it. There
isalways work to be done,
areasto grow, and the need
to continuously improve.
Inresponse to the three
requests in the letter, my
response is:
Superintendent Sousa
hasbeen the most proactive

Superintendent Sousa has been
the most proactive superintendent
regarding protecting students
marginalized in our community | have
ever seen... This district takes hazing,

harassment, and bullying seriously.

superintendentregarding
protecting students margin-
alized in our community I
have ever seen. Her 40 years
in education have been
spentworking with special
education students and as
superintendent, promoting
equity, diversity, and inclu-
sion for all students.

The school district has
engaged with the Human
Rights Commission to
provide professional devel-
opment and has policies,
procedures, and practices in
place to protect all students.
Many of the incidents cited

support clause of the
Vermont Constitution.
Public education’s
importance in preserv-
ing our democracyis as
important today as it was
250 ago. We will need to
find common ground as
we look for solutions to our
problems. Iwould like to
suggest that the Legislature
ignore the conservative bil-
lionaires and stay grounded
in Vermont’s Constitutional
history.
Greg Hughes, Bethel

in the lawsuithappened
via cell phones and social
media outside of school.

The school board per-
forms an evaluation of the
superintendent everyyear,
along with the school direc-
tors. Itis anonymous and
is shared with Ms. Sousa.
An annual survey is given
to faculty and staff to assess
her performance based on
the Vermont Standards for
School Administrators. In
addition, parents, faculty,
and staff contribute to the
Quaglia Culture Survey.
This will be our third year
offering this survey at the
end of February.

I'support Superinten-
dent Sousa as our district
leader. This district takes
hazing, harassment, and
bullying seriously. Com-
pleting a thorough investi-
gation while supporting the
students involved, as well
asadhering to timelines,
presents challenges and
opportunities to improve
and grow.

We allneed to do the
work to understand our
biases and our worldviews
and diligently teach our
children about the harm
that they can do with words
and actions that are cruel,
mean, and ignorant. I be-
lieve that Mountain View
School Districtis working
conscientiously to address
these issues through pro-
fessional education, honest
dialogue with the students,
and confronting prejudicial
andracially based actions.

Kerilyn Bristow,
Woodstock, MVSD School
Board Chair

MVSU leaders:

from page 14
us as we engage in the chal-
lenging and difficult work
ahead of us.

Schools are areflection of
theirlocal communities and
society as awhole. Unfortu-
nately, our community and
society have elements thatare
racist, sexist, homophobic,
transphobic, anti-semitic, or
bigoted in some other way.

In the fall 0f2024, two
individuals took down the
Pride Flag at The Prosper
Valley School and burned
itin theroad in front of
the school building. Our
schoolsrespond to acts
such as these and strive to
create positive and inclusive
learning environments
where all students thrive.
We are committed to this
work and cannot doitalone.

Within the MVSU, we
have many componentsin
place tomove our dis-
trict forward. In 2021, we
partnered with Dr. Luvelle
Brown, superintendent

of the Ithaca City School
District. Over the years that
followed, Dr. Brown worked
with MVSU students, edu-
cators, and administrators
to engage in meaningful and
challenging con-
versations around
equity, inclusion,
and diversity. In
2022, the School
Board adopted
an Equity, Inclusion, and
Diversity (EID) in Education
Policy that clearly articulates
our overarching goals and
outlines steps that will help
achieve these goals. Over the
pastthreeyears, educators
have spent time building
their knowledge around
equity, inclusion, and di-
versity during our Late Start
Wednesdays. Sherry played
aninstrumentalrolein each
ofthese initiatives.

However, thisworkis
not enough. Striving for
equity is not something that
can be checked off alist;

itis something that must

be done continuously and
relentlessly with reflection
and humility. Perhaps most
importantly, itis something
thatmustbe done in part-

Striving for equity is
not something that can
be checked off a list;.

nership with students, their
families, local communities,
educators, administrators,
staff, and school board
members. With meaningful
partnerships and Sherry
as Superintendent, we
can continue making our
schools more equitable and
inclusive. Respectfully,
Raphael Adamek, Lori
Beland, Aaron Cinquemani,
Tom Emery, James Fenn,
Mary Guggenberger, Bran-
don Hill, Shayna Kalnitsky,
Maggie Mills, Jennifer Settle,
Devyn Workman, Melissa
Zoerheide

MVSU educators: ...

from page 14
sexuality, among many oth-
ers, ata politically volatile
momentin time.

Publicly maligning our
superintendentin such
adivisive manner does
nothelp to advance these
critical conversations. Itis
inaccurate and damaging
to suggest that Sherry has
failed tolead onissues of
diversity, equity, inclu-
sion, and belongingwhen,
inreality, shehasbeen a
dedicated and passionate
champion of these efforts
for years.

As along-time special
educator, Sherry spent
decades supporting and
advocating for some of our
district’s most vulnerable
and marginalized students.
As an administrator, she
has pushed our district to
prioritize diversity, equity,
inclusion, and belonging in
itswork. This has included
funding robust professional
development for teachers
and valuable learning op-
portunities for students.

Every educator in this
district will tell you there is
stillimportant work to do.
We want you to know that
we share a deep commit-

mentto continue engaging
in difficult conversations,
asking hard questions,
learning from each other
and our students, and
implementing trauma-in-
formed practices aimed at
ensuring that every student
feels safe, included, and
valued. Sherry continues
to play an essential role in
advancing this work.

Lastly, we find ourselves
ataprecarious moment for
public schools in Vermont.
Governor Scott’s recent
education proposals pose
serious threats to this school
district.

We need a strong and
established advocate
working to ensure the future
viability of our schools, state
aid for school construc-
tion, and the funding and
decision-making authority
needed to maintain the
programs this community
values and our students
deserve.

We would be greatly
disadvantaged to lose
Sherry’s deep knowledge of
local needs, her network of
professional connections
across the state and in the
legislature, and her advo-

cacy on behalf of MVSU
students and schools.

Respectfully,

Ryan Becker, Julie
Burtscher Brown, Marga-
ret Fothergill, Melanie Ann
Norton, Stephen Stuntz,
Vali Stuntz, Janis Boulbol,
Matthew McCormick,
Hector Kent, Liza Dionne,
Melissa Fellows, Marie
Anderson, Erin Hanrahan,
Lisa Kaija, Nate Clifford,
Kathleen Robbins, Jessica-
VanDriesen, Sofia Bertocci,
Barbara Drufovka, Sarah
Hagge, Lisa Laird, Abbie
Castriotta, Amanda Rank,
Patty Topliffe, Anne Les-
sard, DeVeau Sleeper, Luis
Bango, Holly Getty, Sally,
Denbeaux Kelly Jean, Brit-
ney Bowley, Jodi Schneider,
Jenny Hewitt, Julie Dupont,
Erin Bucher, Elaine Leibly,
Jay Mumford, Todd Uva,
Sarah Allen, Dena White-
head, Heather Vonada,
Martha Perkins, Bonnie
Underwood, Jessica Ha-
thorn, Jennifer Mayo, Beth
Ann Hughes, Peggy Boylan,
Jo MacMaster, Stu Hawes,
Joe Rigoli, Rayna Bishop,
Jennifer Conrad, Sarah
Walker, Kelsey Coyle, Tara
Mumford, Betsy Frates
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MOUNTAIN VIEWS SUPERVISORY UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET REPORT

The voters residing in each member
district will cast their ballots on
Tuesday, March 4, 2025 in the polling
places designated for their town
as follows:

Barnard Town Halllocated at 115
North Road, Barnard, VT
10:00AM- 7:00PM
Bridgewater Town Clerk’s Office
located at 45 Southgate Loop,
Bridgewater, VT
8:00AM-7:00PM
Killington Town Halllocated at 2706
River Road, Killington, VT
7:00AM-7:00PM
Plymouth Municipal Building
located at 68 Town Office Road,
Plymouth, VT
10:00AM-7:00PM
Pomfret Town Office located at 5218
Pomfret Road, North Pomfret, VT
8:00AM-7:00PM
Reading Town Halllocated at
799 VT-106, Reading, VT
7:00AM-7:00PM
Woodstock Town Hall located at
31 the Green, Woodstock VT
7:00AM- 7:00PM

Mountain Views Supervisory Union
Windsor Central Unified Union School District

(a.k.a. Mountain Views School District)

FY26 BUDGET:

Budget financial details will be posted on our website
as documents become available.
Visit: MVSU website > About > Budget

AUDIT STATEMENT:

The financial records are being audited by RHR Smith
& Company for the year ending June 30, 2024. Copies of
the completed audit, when available, may be requested
by calling the Director of Finance and Operations at 802-
457-1213, ext. 1089, or
Visit: MVSU website > About > District Finances

mtnviews.org

WARNING FOR
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
WINDSOR CENTRAL UNIFIED UNION
SCHOOL DISTRICT
a.k.a. MOUNTAIN VIEWS SCHOOL DISTRICT
MARCH 4, 2025

The legal voters of Windsor Central Unified Union School District, a.k.a. Mountain Views School District, com-
prising the voters of the Towns of Barnard, Bridgewater, Killington, Plymouth, Pomfret, Reading, and Woodstock, are
hereby WARNED and NOTIFIED to VOTE by AUSTRALIAN BALLOT either via mail as provided by their respective
Town Clerk or at their respective Town polling places hereinafter named for the above-referenced towns on
Tuesday, March 4, 2025, during the polling hours noted below.

ARTICLES TO BE VOTED ON BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT- MARCH 4, 2025

ARTICLE 1: The legal voters of the specified towns designated within this itemized Article shall elect the following:

e  Barnard: one school director to assume office upon election and serve a term of three years or until their suc-
cessor is elected and qualified

e  Bridgewater: one school director to assume office upon election and serve a term of three years or until their
successor is elected and qualified

o  Plymouth: one school director to assume office upon election and serve a term of three years or until their
successor is elected and qualified

e Reading: one school director to assume office upon election and serve a term of three years or until their suc-
cessor is elected and qualified

o Woodstock: two school directors to assume office upon election and serve a term of three years or until their
successor is elected and qualified

ARTICLE 2: Shall the voters of the Windsor Central Unified Union School District, a.k.a. Mountain Views School
District, approve the school board to expend $30,773,078, which is the amount the school board has determined to be
necessary for the ensuing fiscal year?

The Windsor Central Unified Union School District, a.k.a. Mountain Views School District estimates that this pro-
posed budget, if approved, will result in a Long Term Weighted (LTW) per pupil education spending of $17,230, which
is 1.03% higher than per pupil education spending for the current year.

Upon closing of the polls, pursuant to 16 V.S.A. §741(b)(2), the ballots will be counted by representatives of
the Boards of Civil Authority of the Towns of Barnard, Bridgewater, Killington, Plymouth, Pomfret, Reading, and
Woodstock.

Thelegal voters of the Windsor Central Unified Union School District, a.k.a. Mountain Views School District, are
further notified that voter qualification and registration relative to said meeting shall be as provided in Section 706(u)
of Title 16, and Chapters 43, 51 and 55 of Title 17, Vermont Statutes Annotated.

ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING - MARCH 4, 2025

Thelegal voters of the Windsor Central Unified Union District, a.k.a. Mountain Views School District, are further
WARNED and NOTIFIED to VOTE at the Woodstock High School/Middle School Teagle Library, located in Wood-
stock, Vermont, on Tuesday, March 4, 2025, at 6:30 P.M. for business not involving voting by Australian ballot.

ARTICLE 3: To elect a Moderator who shall assume office upon election and shall serve for a term of one year or
until their successor is elected and qualified.

ARTICLE 4: To elect a Clerk who shall enter upon their duties on July 1 following their election and shall serve a
term of one year or until their successor is elected and qualified.

ARTICLE 5: To elect a Treasurer who shall enter upon their duties on July 1 following their election and shall serve
aterm of one year or until their successor is elected and qualified.

ARTICLE 6: To fix the salary for District Treasurer in the amount of $7,500.00 for 2025-2026.

ARTICLE 7: Shall the Windsor Central Unified Union School District, a.k.a. Mountain Views School District, vote
on all public questions by Australian ballot?

Dated the 6th day of January 2025, in Woodstock, Vermont.
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MOUNTAIN VIEWS

SUPERVISORY UNION

MVSU Board of Directors

The MVSU Board is comprised of all 18 members of the MVSD Board, plus one Pittsfield
School Board member, currently assigned to Ray Rice. Each of the seven district towns
elects its own representative to the school district board. Each town has two representatives,
except for Woodstock which has six [due to its population per the terms of incorporation. ]
Representatives serves three-year terms.

Below are the current board members with the year their current term expires. For the six
board seats that up for election on Town Meeting Day 2025 the names of those seeking those
seats are also listed in italics.

Barnard Representatives
e Carin EwingPark (2025); carin.park@mtnviews.org
Running unopposed
e  Heather Lawler (2027); heather.lawler@mtnviews.org

Bridgewater Representatives
e  LaraBowers (2025); lara.bowers@mtnviews.org
Running unopposed
¢  RyanTownsend (2027); ryan.townsend@mtnviews.org

Killington Representatives
e AnneKarl (2026); anne.karl@mtnviews.org
¢  Katie Reed (2027); katie.reed@mtnviews.org

Plymouth Representatives
¢ Elliot Rubin, MD (2025); elliot.rubin@mtnviews.org
Running unopposed
e JoshLinton (2026); josh.linton@mtnviews.org

Pomfret Representatives
e  LydiaLocke (2026); lydia.locke@mtnviews.org
e BobCrean (2027); bob.crean@mtnviews.org

Reading Representatives
¢ Adam Ameele (2025); adam.ameele@mtnviews.org
Not running, no candidate as of Jan. 28 filing deadline
e AnnaSessa(2026); anna.sessa@mtnviews.org

Woodstock Representatives
¢ BenFord, V.Chair/Clerk (2025); ben.ford@mtnviews.org
Notrunning
e MattStout (2025); matthew.stout@mtnviews.org
Running for re-election as are Sarit Werner and Kelly Linton; 3 candidates for 2 seats.
¢  Sam DiNatale (2026); samantha.dinatale@mtnviews.org
¢ JohnWilliams (2026); john.williams@mtnviews.org
e ErnieFernandez (2027); ernie.fernandez@mtnviews.org
e KeriBristow, Chair (2027); keri.bristow@mtnviews.org

WINDSOR CENTRAL UNIFIED UNION
SCHOOL DISTRICT
a.k.a. MOUNTAIN VIEWS SCHOOL DISTRICT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING
WARNING, NOTICE, and AGENDA FOR
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2025

The legal voters of the Windsor Central Unified Union School District, a.k.a.
Mountain Views School District, comprising the voters of the Towns of Barnard,
Bridgewater, Killington, Plymouth, Pomfret, Reading, and Woodstock, are hereby
WARNED and NOTIFIED that an INFORMATIONAL HEARING will be held at
the Woodstock Union Middle and High School library, located in the Town of

Woodstock, Vermont, on Thursday February 27, 2025, commencing at 6:30PM
to discuss the Australian ballot articles of the 2025 Annual Unified Union District

Meeting Warning. Additionally, the Public Informational Hearing will be accessible
through electronic means (online meeting).

Information on how to access the remote hearing:
Topic: WCUUSD/MVSD Informational Hearing
Time: February 27, 2025, 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Meeting ID: 861 3007 6068
Passcode: 316883

> By computer: Join Zoom meeting at

You may have to create a free account or sign into your existing account. Select the
option to join meeting and enter the meeting ID if prompted: 861 3007 6068 and
passcode: 316883 if prompted.

> By smartphone, tablet, or other device: Download and open the Zoom app.
You may have to create a free account or sign into your existing account. Select the
option to join meeting and enter the meeting ID: 861 3007 6068 and passcode:
316883 if prompted.

> By telephone: Dial: +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) or +1 301 715 8592 US
(Washington DC)
Enter the meeting ID: 861 3007 6068 and passcode: 316883 if prompted.

AGENDA FOR THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2025
e  6:30PM: Call to Order

e  6:35PM: Additions or deletions to the agenda
Public comment

e  6:40PM: To hear the reports of the School District Board of Directors
Public comment

e  6:45PM Review and Discuss: Article 2: Shall the voters of the Windsor Central
Unified Union School District, a.k.a. Mountain Views School District, approve
the school board to expend $30,773,078, which is the amount the school board
has determined to be necessary for the ensuing fiscal year?

The Windsor Central Unified Union School District, a.k.a. Mountain Views
School District estimates that this proposed budget, if approved, will result in a
Long Term Weighted (LTW) per pupil education spending of $17,230, which is
1.03% higher than per pupil education spending for the current year.

Public comment

e 7:30PM: Discussion of other non-binding business (if applicable)

e  7:35PM: Entertain motion to adjourn hearing.

Dated this 6th day of January 2025, in Woodstock, Vermont.
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School Board Chairs’ Report
By Keri Bristow, MVSU Board Chair and Ben Ford MVSU Vice Chair

Thisyear’s School Board activities provided opportunities for introspection and recom-
mitment to the School District’s values. Strategic goal setting was completed to improve
school climates for each building following a Quaglia Climate Survey. Also, an assessment
by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges resulted in the Woodstock Union
High School and Middle School receiving additional recommendations. These came with
commendations for meeting or exceeding all educational standards while recognizing the
challenges presented by the condition of the facility.

From these and other recommendations, the Policy Committee began working on a new
Teaching and Learning Policy for the District. The Committee is also evaluating a phone-
free school environment to improve student engagement and to avoid mental health
impacts of social media. The Board’s Negotiations Committee completed a new Collective
Bargaining Agreement with the Teacher’s Union, aligning teacher pay and benefits to in-
centivize our educators and to remain competitive with neighboring school districts.

Financially, the Board faced two significant challenges this year. First, after District
voters opted not to pass the school bond for a new facility in March, the Board listened to
the considerable voter feedback it received both supporting and opposing the project. It
also considered new alternatives for addressing the facility issues with the Middle and High
School building. Due to changes in law making the project unaffordable to taxpayers, the
project has been tabled until further information and details about the renewed Vermont
School Construction Aid Program are provided.

Second, following changes to state education finance laws to address spiking tax rates,
the Board faced a challenging budget process to enable our students’ success. As part of
resulting budget reductions, the Board authorized an early separation option for District
employees, along with eliminating several unfilled positions. Another incentive for staff to
optout of the district health plan was also offered. These and other initiatives resulted in
approximately $2M in budgetary reductions from this year to next, which are projected to
resultin tax reductions for homeowners in most of our member towns. The Board consid-
ered further cuts, including to the Unified Arts program and to current pre-K offerings, but
after listening to resounding support from community members advocating for these pro-
grams, voted to preserve these important programs. The Board stands behind this budget
and hopes our voters will support it at the polls in March.

Aswe approach the formation of a new School Board, the future of our Board and School
District are uncertain due to the Governor’s plans to overhaul how Vermont’s public edu-
cation system is structured and financed. The composition of the board will also shift, as
two of our long-tenured members, Adam Ameele and Ben Ford will complete their terms.
Both will be greatly missed as they each brought areas of expertise to our board discussions.
Ben, in particular, has been instrumental in his knowledge of school finance and creative
strategies, as well as serving as Vice Chair.

We thank the Mountain Views school community for your engagement, interest, and
support of our schools, staff and administration. We also thank our Superintendent, ad-
ministrators, directors, faculty, and staff across our schools and the Central Office who work
diligently on behalf of our students to provide an excellent education to all.

WCUUSD FY26
Budget by Object Code
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MVSU Superintendent Report

By Superintendent Sherry Sousa

The challenge of funding public educa-
tion in Vermont is everywhere in the news
and is often a topic of conversation in our
towns. The schools of Mountain Views
Supervisory Union are also wrestling with
howto offer a quality education atarate
thatisfair to the citizens of our seven towns.

Our Board, administration, educators,
and school families have offered their per-
spectives on how to control costs and con-
tinue to offer diverse and rigorous learning
experiences. I have heard the passionate
testimonies of individuals as to the impact
of proposed reductions and the desire for
finding a path to move forward.

Aswe negotiate these impactful deci-
sions, itis also importantto celebrate the
experiences and growth we have seenin
our students.

Asignificant focus of the district over
thelastyears has been to address the rate of
proficiencyin Reading and Math. Our goal
is that 90% of our students will be proficient
by third grade, and that they maintain that
level of skill. This fall 65% of students in
grades 3 - 10 were proficientin the STAR
Reading Assessment. This is the highest
percentage of proficient students that we've
ever seen and is an increase of 19% from
the fall 0of2023. In Mathematics, 52% of
studentsin grades 3 - 10 were proficientin
the Math Assessment, a 5% increase from
the fall 0f2023. Large gaps continue in
performance between students eligible for
free and reduced lunch and those who are
noteligible. However, in both STAR Math
and STAR Reading the gap decreased from
the fall of2023. Proficiency in Reading and
Math is aresponsibility of our schools and a
right of all students.

Individual schools also had opportuni-
ties to cheer. Woodstock Union Middle and

Superintendent Sherry Sousa

High Schools celebrated the receipt of the
Advanced Placement Honor Roll asa Gold
School and the Division III State Football
Championship. Killington Elementary
students experienced a Visiting Artist
Series, and the KES Finding Our Stride team
participated in the CHaD HERO 5k race.
Reading Elementary students, families
and faculty celebrated the completion of
the RES Outdoor Classroom. The Prosper
Valley 6th grade students held a Resistors
Exhibitand a Water Symposium for families
and classmates. Woodstock Elementary
students published stories in their Elemen-
tary Times. Barnard Academy students
performed “The Snow Queen” for their
parents and teachers. These are justa few
ofthe many events and celebrations that
occur daily in our schools and classrooms.

Our students benefitfromlivingina
community thatvalueslearning and thriv-
ingin our schools.

WCUUSD FY25 budget by object code
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MVSU MVSD Total Percent
100 Wages $3,357,460 $12,204,524 $15,561,984 51%
200 Benefits $1,979,076 $5,841,620 $7,820,696 25%
300 Purch Services $387,050 $705,830 $1,092,880 4%
400 Bldg Services $14,555 $1,179,628 $1,194,183 4%
500 Other Purchased $944,224 $1,315,136 $2,259,360 7%
600 Supplies $57,360 $1,238,983 $1,296,343 4%
700 Capital Purchases $10,000 $186,425 $196,425 1%
800 Debt $16,250 $1,134,957 $1,151,207 4%
900 Dues & Fees $0 $200,000 $200,000 1%
$6,765,975 $24,007,103 $30,773,078
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Windsor Central Unified Union School District FY2025 projected revenues

Local Revenue

Tuition From Other LEA's
Tuition by Parent/Patron - Pre-School
Interest Earned
Rental Income
Miscellaneous Local Revenues
SU Services to Others
Prior Year Surplus Applied
Food Service Program

Total Local Revenue

State and Federal Revenue
Education Spending Grant
Small Schools Grant
State Transportation Reimb
State Pre-K Subsidy
Ed Fund Payment to Tech Center
Driver's Education Reimbursement
Vocational Ed Transportation
High School Completion Grant
State Reim - Unenrolled Res

Total State and Federal Revenue

Special Education

Special Ed Excess Cost Revenue
Special Ed Block Grant
Special Ed Act 173 Block Grant
SPED Reimbursement - Extraordinary
SPED Reimbursement - EEE Block Gran:
SPED Reimbursement - State Placed
SPED Coord charges to Pittsfield
Special Ed Expenditures Reimbursement

Total Special Education

Total Revenues

FY23 FY23 FY24 FY24 FY25
Budgeted Actual Budgeted Actual Budgeted

$1,787,500 $1,565,064 $1,588,335 $1,640,398 $1,762,995
$16,000 $13,427 $12,000 $12,500 $9,000
$18,500 $47,709 $17,000 $68,955 $23,000
$45,000 $5,618 $50,000 $10,582 $7,500
$6,500 $52,663 $6,500 $25,760 $6,500
$30,000 $30,000 $30,000 $30,000 $30,000
$350,000 $0 $300,000 $0 $0
$18,750 $0 $0 $0 $0
$2,272,250 $1,714,482 $2,003,835 $1,788,194 $1,838,995
$18,258,064 $18,890,726 $19,599,186 $21,685,257 $25,189,058
$0 $0 $0 $0 $0
$266,978 $266,978 $266,978 $255,197 $255,197
$0 $713 $0 $0 $0
$147,557 $148,732 $165,000 $142,476 $148,000
$6,000 $4,254 $6,000 $3,006 $4,000
$35,000 $36,060 $35,000 $37,300 $36,000
$0 $12,190 $0 $9,034 $0
$0 $0 $0 $979 $0
$18,713,599 $19,359,653 $20,072,164 $22,133,248 $25,632,255
$218,500 $155,129 $218,500 $259,043 $155,000
$0 0 $0 $0 $0
$1,617,647 $1,617,647 $1,803,408 $1,824,675 $2,007,133
$0 $95,795 $0 $698,460 $0
$76,067 $76,067 $76,067 $108,685 $114,291
$0 $0 $0 $7,569 $0
$0 $0 $9,000 $0 $9,000
$0 $0 $0 $0 $0
$1,912,214 $1,944,638 $2,106,975 $2,898,432 $2,285,424
$22,898,063 $23,018,773 $24,182,974 $26,819,874 $29,756,674

FY25 final tax rates vs FY26 projected tax rates

Final FY25 Tax Rates Calculation

Barnard Bridgewater Killington Plymouth Pomfret Reading Woodstock
FY25 Equalized Tax Rate $1.6742 $1.6742 $1.6742 $1.6742 $1.6742 $1.6742 $1.6742
CLA 1.0457 1.1949 0.5235 0.6225 1.0053 1.0061 0.6365
Homestead Property Tax Rate $1.6010 $1.4011 $3.1981 $2.6895 | $1.6654 $1.6640 $2.6303
FY24 Homestead Prop Tax Rate $1.9933 $1.8759 $2.4713 $1.9765 | $1.4632 $1.8425 $2.0198
Increase(Decrease) from FY24 ($0.3923) (3$0.4748) $0.7268 $0.7130 | $0.2022 | ($0.1785) $0.6105
Percentage Change from FY24 -19.68% -25.31% 29.41% 36.07% 13.82% -9.69% 30.23%

Projected FY26 Tax Rates Calculation

Barnard Bridgewater Killington Plymouth Pomfret Reading Woodstock
FY26 Est Equalized Tax Rate $2.0145 $2.0145 $2.0145 $2.0145] $2.0145 $2.0145 $2.0145
CLA $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000| $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000
Homestead Property Tax Rate $2.0145 $2.0145 $2.0145 $2.0145| $2.0145 $2.0145 $2.0145
FY25 Homestead Prop Tax Rate 1.3900 1.4900 0.6300 0.6800 1.2700 1.3600 0.7900
Increase(Decrease) from FY25 $1.4493 $1.3520 $3.1976 $2.9625 | $1.5862 $1.4812 $2.5500
Percentage Change from FY25 $1.6010 $1.4011 $3.1981 $2.6895 | $1.6654 $1.6640 $2.6303
($0.1518) ($0.0491)] ($0.0005) $0.2730 | ($0.0792)| ($0.1828) ($0.0804)
-9.48% -3.51% -0.02% 10.15% -4.75%|  -10.99% -3.05%
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Proposed Budget FY - 2026
Function code summary

FY25 MVSD Adopted FY25 MVSU FY25 Proposed FY26 MVSD FY26 MVSU FY26 Proposed Change Increase/

Budget Adopted Budget Budget Adopted Budget Adopted Budget Budget (Decrease) % Change
1100 Regular Instruction Program $11,515,988.00 $0.00 $11,515,988.00 $12,003,671.00 $0.00 $12,003,671.00 $487,683.00 4.235%
1200 Special Education $0.00 $3,635,378.00 $3,635,378.00 $0.00 $4,083,856.00 $4,083,856.00 $448,478.00 12.336%
1300 Vocational Tuition Local $285,000.00 $0.00 $285,000.00 $275,000.00 $0.00 $275,000.00 ($10,000.00) -3.509%
1400/1500 Co-Curricular Programs $550,383.00 $0.00 $550,383.00 $526,222.00 $0.00 $526,222.00 ($24,161.00) -4.390%
2100 Student Support Services $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 #DIV/0!
2120 Guidance Services $1,201,597.00 $0.00 $1,201,597.00 $1,380,652.00 $0.00 $1,380,652.00 $179,055.00 14.901%
2130 School Nurse Services $502,299.00 $0.00 $502,299.00 $562,066.00 $0.00 $562,066.00 $59,767.00 11.899%
2140 Psychological Services $0.00 $218,447.00 $218,447.00 $0.00 $245,623.00 $245,623.00 $27,176.00 12.441%
2150 Speech and Other Therapy
Services $0.00 $374,971.00 $374,971.00 $0.00 $440,036.00 $440,036.00 $65,065.00 17.352%
2160 Occupational Therapy, Physical
Therapy and
Visions Services $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 #DIV/0!
2190 Other Student Services $4,500.00 $20,232.00 $24,732.00 $3,300.00 $22,048.00 $25,348.00 $616.00 2.491%
2212 Curriculum Development $0.00 $173,586.00 $173,586.00 $0.00 $191,293.00 $191,293.00 $17,707.00 10.201%
2213 School Leadership $617,074.00 $22,000.00 $639,074.00 $640,873.00 $21,000.00 $661,873.00 $22,799.00 3.568%
2215 Teaching & Learning $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 #DIV/0!
2220 Library Services $248,509.00 $0.00 $248,509.00 $252,299.00 $0.00 $252,299.00 $3,790.00 1.525%
2230/2580 Technology Services $559,659.00 $157,955.00 $717,614.00 $563,243.00 $150,569.00 $713,812.00 ($3,802.00) -0.530%
2311 School Board $35,400.00 $31,188.00 $66,588.00 $38,641.00 $16,903.00 $55,544.00 ($11,044.00)| -16.586%
2314 Audit Services $0.00 $47,500.00 $47,500.00 $0.00 $48,500.00 $48,500.00 $1,000.00 2.105%
2315 Legal Services $11,000.00 $32,000.00 $43,000.00 $12,000.00 $40,000.00 $52,000.00 $9,000.00 20.930%
2320 Superintendent's Office $0.00 $397,928.00 $397,928.00 $0.00 $413,514.00 $413,514.00 $15,586.00 3.917%
2410 School Administration $2,092,231.00 $0.00 $2,092,231.00 $2,176,338.00 $0.00 $2,176,338.00 $84,107.00 4.020%
2490 Director of Instructional Support
Services $0.00 $320,190.00 $320,190.00 $0.00 $391,337.00 $391,337.00 $71,147.00 22.220%
2495 Grant Writing $0.00 $58,966.00 $58,966.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 ($58,966.00)| 100.000%
2510 Fiscal Services $101,500.00 $0.00 $101,500.00 $1,087,600.00 $0.00 $1,087,600.00 $986,100.00 971.527%
2520 Director of Finance and
Operations $0.00 $525,461.00 $525,461.00 $0.00 $468,424.00 $468,424.00 ($57,037.00)|  -10.855%
2540 Planning, Research, Development $4,000.00 $0.00 $4,000.00 $4,095.00 $0.00 $4,095.00 $95.00 2.375%
2570 Human Resources $0.00 $125,666.00 $125,666.00 $0.00 $137,298.00 $137,298.00 $11,632.00 100.000%
2600 Building and Grounds $3,227,763.00 $41,725.00 $3,269,488.00 $3,161,395.00 $35,800.00 $3,197,195.00 ($72,293.00) -2.211%
2700 Transportation $787,391.00 $100,365.00 $887,756.00 $744,708.00 $59,774.00 $804,482.00 ($83,274.00) -9.380%
3100 Transfer to Food Services $200,000.00 $0.00 $200,000.00 $200,000.00 $0.00 $200,000.00 $0.00 0.000%
4700 Building Improvements $450,000.00 $0.00 $450,000.00 $375,000.00 $0.00 $375,000.00 ($75,000.00)| -16.667%
5000 Debt Services $1,078,822.00 $0.00 $1,078,822.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 ($1,078,822.00)| -100.000%
5500 Sub-Grants $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 #DIV/0!
Total Expenses $23,473,116.00 $6,283,558.00 | $ 29,756,674.00 | $ 24,007,103.00 $6,765,975.00 | $ 30,773,078.00 | $ 1,016,404.00 3.416%
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Woodstock Middle School, High School
Principal’s Report

By Principal Aaron J. Cinquemani

Aswereflect on the pastyear, I
am honored to share the accom-
plishments and milestones of our
vibrant school community, serving
442 students in grades 7 through 12.
Despite the challenges of balancing
afiscal budget that meets the needs
of our students while being mindful
of our taxpayers, we have persevered
and continued to provide outstanding
educational opportunities for all.

Our student body reflects the di-
verse talents and aspirations of young
learners, and we are proud to support
them with a wide range of academic
and extracurricular opportunities.
This year, 18 different Advanced Place-
ment (AP) courses were offered, with
approximately 170 students enrolling
in atotal of 389 AP classes. These
courses prepare students not only for
college butalso for future careers by
equipping them with critical thinking
and problem-solving skills.

The pastyear has been filled with
notable achievements and moments
of pride. Our Varsity Football team
brought home the state champion-
ship, a testament to their dedication
and teamwork. We also celebrate Vic-
tor Ambros, a graduate of Woodstock

Union High School, for receiving the
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine
for his groundbreaking discovery of
microRNA. Within our own faculty,
Ms. Vanessa Cramer was named Ver-
mont Outstanding Educator for 2024,
and Leanne Tapley earned the title
of Vermont Coach of the Year for her
exceptional leadership as coach of the
Varsity Field Hockey team.

Innovative learning experienc-
es continue to thrive at Woodstock
Union. Our CRAFT program (Commu-
nity and Climate Resilience through
Agriculture, Forestry, and Technol-
ogy) has blossomed with a growing
partnership at King Farm, a historic
154-acre property in Woodstock. This
unique collaboration provides stu-
dents with hands-on learning oppor-
tunities in agriculture, environmental
stewardship, and cultural education.
Similarly, our Visual Arts Program
flourishes, with hallways adorned with
student artwork reflecting their cre-
ativity and growth. Interactive expe-
riences, including trips to the Boston
Museum of Fine Arts, further enrich
students’ appreciation of the arts.

We are also proud of our continued
partnership with NuVu, a globally con-
nected studio-based learning model

originating in the greater Boston area.
NuVu's hands-on, problem-based
approach empowers students to build
creative and technical skills, from
concept development to project proto-
typing, fostering critical thinking and
effective problem-solving.

Our collaboration with the Hartford
Area Career and Technology Center
(HACTC) remains a cornerstone of ca-
reer preparation, offering programs in
Mechanics, Auto Body, Cosmetology,
Building Trades, IT, STEM, and more.
These pathways provide invaluable
experience and set students on trajec-
tories for success in higher education
and the workforce.

This year brought the joyful revival
of our chorus program, led by Joshua
Pauly, infusing our school with music
and energy. Additionally, our interna-
tional exchange program welcomed a
dozen students from France, deepen-
ing cultural connections and global
awareness within our community.

Iextend my heartfelt gratitude to
our families, faculty, and community
members for your steadfast support.
Your contributions ensure that our
students continue to grow, succeed,
and thrive. Thank you for being an
integral part of our journey.

MVSU enrollment report

Mountain Views Supervisory Union

Enrollment Report as of September 30, 2024

On-
. Grade | Grade | Grade | Grade | Grade | Grade | Total

Elementary School Enroliment Site K 1 2 3 4 5 6 PreK-6

PreK
Barnard Academy 5 7 8 7 3 9 13 5 57
Killington Elementary School 24 11 12 11 14 9 21 13 115
Reading Elementary School 12 5 4 8 4 5 38
The Prosper Valley School 54 36 90
Woodstock Elementary School 51 38 59 25 39 47 259
TOTAL ELEMENTARY 92 61 83 51 60 70 88 54 559

Secondary School Enroliment -WUHSMS

Grade 7
Grade 8
Grade 9
Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12
TOTAL SECONDARY

442

69 MS TOTAL
63 132

87 HS TOTAL

77 310

71

WCUUSD resident students = 897
75 Tuition students from sending towns =103
Act 129 VT High School Choice = 6

TOTAL WCSU ENROLLMENT

1001

The Prosper Valley
School Report

By Interim Principal Devyn Workman

The 2023-2024 school year kicked off with great energy
at our annual back to school night where we welcomed 34
new 5th grade students to join the Prosper Valley Com-
munity. TPVS had 79 students last year that embraced
challenges, celebrated achievements, and deepened their
understanding of the world around them. This annual re-
porthighlights the milestones, learning experiences, and
partnerships that enriched our curriculum and reinforced
our commitment to fostering well-rounded individuals.

Thanks to support from The Prosper Valley Trust,
team-building activities at the Hulbert Outdoor Center
strengthened collaboration and communication skills.
Students tackled challenges that encouraged trust and
mutual support on the high ropes course on their campus.
But the engagement with high ropes didn’t stop there,
lastyear was the first year that students and staff got to
engage with our very own High 5 Challenge Course on the
TPVS campus. This challenge course consists of four low
elements located in our woods and five high elements in
our gym. On the high elements, students are in a harness
and on belay while tackling cargo nets, giant’s ladders, and
bean poles 30 feet into the air! The high ropes course tested
students’ courage and determination. By overcoming
physical and mental challenges, they built resilience and
self-confidence.

The firstannual Water Symposium showcased student
research and creativity, exploring the vital role water plays
in our lives and ecosystems. Immersing themselves in the
local ecosystem, students snorkeled in the White River,
observing aquaticlife and gaining firsthand experience of
biodiversity and water quality. Finally, students nurtured
trout from eggs to release in the Barnard Brook out back
of our school, gaining insight into aquatic ecosystems and
the importance of species conservation.

An educational walk highlighted Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED) certified buildings,
inspiring students to consider innovative solutions for
sustainable living. Students then explored sustainable
architecture and environmental stewardship at the Ver-
mont Institute of Natural Science (VINS). This hands-on
celebration of learning encouraged them to think critically
about green building practices and they concluded the
unit with designing and creating their own green building
from only recycled materials.

Guided by expert instructors, students delved into the
wonders of the night sky through astrophotography right
here at TPVS in our very own observatory. They captured
stunning images while learning about constellations,
planets, and the universe.

Then Visiting Cobb Hill, students engaged with sustain-
able farming practices and explored the intersection of ag-
riculture, community, and environmental responsibility.
A trip to the Woodstock Historical Center brought history
to life as students examined artifacts, explored exhibits,
and connected with local heritage.

The annual sugaring unit allowed students to expe-
rience the traditional New England process of making
maple syrup, blending science, culture, and hands-on
learning. A visit to New England Falconry introduced
students to the ancient art of falconry. They learned about
birds of prey, conservation efforts, and the delicate bal-
ance of nature.

Here’s to another year of growth, discovery, and shared
accomplishments!

For more information, visit: theprospervalleyschool.org.
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Woodstock
Elementary Report

By Principal Maggie Mills

During the 2023-2024 school year, there were 254 PreK-4
students enrolled at Woodstock Elementary School. Of note in
this enrollment was our largest kindergarten cohortin recent
memory of 54 students. We are happy to serve the children
of Bridgewater, Plymouth, Pomfret and Woodstock as well as
those attending via school choice from Barnard and Reading.
Our teacher retention over the past year has been very strong,
and our staffremains dedicated to our mission to provide a
strong foundation and foster perseverance and belonging.

Here are some programmatic highlights for the 2023-2024
school year:

In the fall 0f 2023, the state of Vermont recognized WES as

a PBIS School of Distinction. This designation recognizes
schools that successfully use positive behavioral systems

to build a safe and supportive learning environment for its
students. Certainly the joy and engagement of WES students
and staff contributed to this recognition.

Thisyear, all district elementary schools adopted The EL
program for teaching English Language Arts. In addition to
an emphasis on readingrich texts, students have engaged in
rigorous writing, speaking, and listening tasks throughout the
year. EL also integrates citizenship, community building, sci-
ence, and social studies into the units. Students had oppor-
tunities to extend the curriculum to learning opportunities
with Billings Farm (exploring the use of tools), The Montshire
(space unit), and VINS (animal defense mechanisms).

Additional highlights included a December kindness
themed spirit week featuring guest readers, amarch for kind-
ness, and a food drive that donated over 270 pounds of food
to the Woodstock Food Shelf. Thanks to the generosity of our
PTO, WES was able to offer VINS programming for 6 weeks
during the winter workshop season for those students not
participating in Ski Runners, Skate Runners, or Art Runners.

75 students also attended a magic show by retired principal
turned magician Blaine Goad, sponsored by WUHS alumnus
Dennis Wright. 4th grade students at WES had the opportunity
to participate in aleadership club called the Wildcat Club.
Activities included reading to younger grades and mentoring
PreK students with plans to expand the program the next year
to include further community service. Our fourth grade stu-
dentsrounded out their time at WES shining as members ofa
Shakespeare company performing Macbeth through Northern
Stage’s BridgeUp theater in schools program. We are grateful
for community partners such as Artistree, Barnarts, Billings
Farm, Yoh Theater, and Pentangle Arts who graciously invite

us to their programming, and more broadly we are thankful

for our community’s ongoing engagement with and support of
our school. We are proud to be a part of this community.

Killington Elementary
School Report

By Principal Mary Guggenberger

The 2023-2024 school year was reflective of a growth
mindset for students, faculty and school leadership. Aiming
to target skills in the Mountain Views School District Profile
of a Graduate, students are engaging in active learning
strategies, such as problem-based learning, hands-on ex-
periments, group discussions, and real-world applications,
creating more dynamic and enjoyable learning experienc-
es. Students are encouraged to actively engage with content
rather than passively absorbing information, making
learning feel more like an authentic process.

Current enrollment for grades Prekindergarten through
grade sixis 115 with students coming from within the school
district and from Pittsfield.

Parents and
Educators Aligned Students are
forKillington encouraged to actively
Students (PEAKS)’s .
mission to build and engage with content.
improve the Yeti

Kingdom Playground continued with the installation of two
concrete Four Square courts that were completed during
the summer of2024. PEAKS is commended for their tireless
efforts in supporting a safe play place for all students at KES.

KES faculty are committed to staying informed about
new pedagogical strategies, research findings, and techno-
logical innovations in mathematics, literacy, science and
social studies education ensuring that teaching practices
remain effective and up to date. Faculty also continues to
place emphasis on collaboration with colleagues to share
strategies, resources, and experiences that can lead to more
innovative approaches to teaching and learning.

KES continues to support educational opportunities for
learning including: Instrumental Music Lessons and Band
for students in grades 4-6, Four Winds Nature Program,
Student Leadership, Starbase, Trailblazers Ski Program,
and writing and art contests. KES partners with the Town
of Killington to offer a state-licensed afterschool program
available to PreK-6 students Monday through Friday, 3 -5:30
p-m., allowing qualifying families to apply for subsidized
payments for the program.

KES values community partners, including the Town of
Killington, Killington Resort, Killington Rotary, Greater Kil-
lington Women’s Club, The Little White Church, Killington
World Cup Foundation, and Ted Arbo’s Holiday Toy Party
for their dedication and support of our school and students.
Please visit our website at: tinyurl.com/y7nbck27 to find
photos and newsletters to learn more about our school
community.

Barnard Academy
Report

By Principal Melissa Zoerheide

Barnard Academy is recognized for being a supportive,
community-oriented school that offers a personalized and
enriching educational experience to its students. Barnard
Academy serves elementary level students from preschool
through sixth grade. The school has 60 students in five multi-
grade classrooms that deliver high-quality instruction with
experienced educators. At Barnard Academy, we value being
partofa close-knit community where students, families,
and staff actively engage in academic, social, and emotional
growth. We offer a variety of opportunities for outdoor expe-
riences and learning that promote personal development
alongside academic achievement.

This fall, students participated in a performance of “The
Snow Queen,” an engaging show designed to highlight the
talents of our singers and dancers across all grade levels. Our
STEM program continues to inspire creativity and hands-on
learning through activities like building, programming, and
experimenting. Physical education classes remain varied,
with students exploring gymnastics, circus performance
skills, skateboarding, skating, and traditional sports.

We also cherish experiential learning and offered this
pastyear Walk-to-School days, field trips to Washington DC,
Nature’s Classroom, the Vermont Institute of Natural Sci-
ence, Montshire Museum, Pentangle Arts, and local hikes to
Marsh-Billings National Park. Other activities included visits
to the Bethel Fish Hatchery, Fire Safety Day, Band Concerts,
our annual Field Day and end of school year celebration at
the Plymouth State Park.

Social-emotional learning has become a core focus
alongside academic development. Our teachers continue
to participate professional development in best practices
forliteracy and math instruction. Additionally, we embed
social-emotional growth into our curriculum, offering
programs and activities that help students develop critical
skills in self-awareness, emotional regulation, relationship
building, and responsible decision-making. We are proud
of our commitment to a multi-tiered system of support,
offering intervention services to meet the academic needs
ofall students. Our social-emotional learning (SEL) teacher
works closely with students, families, and faculty to create a
supportive environment where every child can thrive emo-
tionally as well as academically.

The Barnard Academy benefits from the continued family
and community involvement to support the collective
success of our students. The Barnard Educational Endeavor
Society (BEES) and the Barnard Education Fund play vital
roles in making our innovative and exceptional learning
experiences possible. Thank you for your ongoing support!

Reading Elementary School Report

By Principal Brandon Hill

The Reading Elementary School students experienced a full
year oflearning thatincluded enrichment opportunities for
both students and staffin the 2023-2024 school year. Current
enrollment for grades Pre Kindergarten through fourth is 37,
with students coming from multiple towns within the MVSU
districtand Weathersfield.

Throughout the 2023-2024 school year, the faculty and staff
atRES continued to take part in professional development
opportunities to further enrich their skills. These learning
sessions are instrumental in providing RES students with high
quality instruction and exposure to diverse content. All RES
educators participated inlearning ranging from OGAP, LETRS,
and the Math Pact training.

AtReading, we strive to offer additional learning experi-

ences that connect our students with surrounding historical
landmarks and places that all students look forward to. During
the school year, students continued their annual trip of visiting
Saint Gaudens National Historical Park, as well as visited
Sculpture Festin Woodstock. Other trips included students
hiking the land at Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller, interacting
with the exhibits at VINS, learning at the Rock of Ages Granite
Quarry, and ahands-onlearning experience at the Montshire
Science Museum. New Inca Son, a Peruvian and Bolivian
band, visited RES in the spring and educated students about
the Andean Culture, focusing on old-age music traditions.
This day was capped off with a performance thatleft alasting
impression with everyone in attendance.

We value our strong connections within the community, in-

cluding the Hall Art Foundation and the Reading PTO. The PTO
continues to be extremely generous with their support of our
staffand students. The experiences listed above would not have
been possible without their contributions. We look forward to
continuing these relationships and building new ones as well.

Another strong partnership we greatly appreciate and are
grateful for is with our parents. Your support of our school and
staff continues to strengthen our connection, and together con-
tribute towards a welcoming environment for all. Please visit
our website to learn more about the RES school community.

Finally, we are grateful to parents and the larger community
for their support of our students. Together, as a team, we create
asafe, welcoming environment that allows all students to
prosper.
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S.E.A.T. Exercises

9-10 a.m. (Wednesdays) Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland. $6
per individual class or $5 per class when paying for the whole month
upfront. A brand-new, chair-based full body workout led by Melissa
Cox. rutlandrec.com/godnick or 802-773-1853.

Puzzle and Games Camp

9 a.m.-3 p.m. Artistree Community Arts Center, 2095 Pomfret Road,
South Pomfret. Young artists ages 5-12 can explore creativity and
problem-solving through puzzle and game design. Campers will craft
their own jigsaw puzzles, board games, and playing pieces while
learning drawing, painting, and crafting techniques. Afternoons include
indoor and outdoor play, plus classic group games in the Hayloft.
artistreevt.org.

Stick & Puck

9:30-11:30 p.m. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak St. Ext., Rutland. $5 for city
residents, $8 for nonresidents, and $5 skate rentals. rutlandrec.com/
giorgetti.

Guided Snowshoe Hike

10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Park Forest Center, Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller
National Historical Park, Woodstock. Free. Join a Park Naturalist for a
snowshoe hike to explore winter trails and nature’s wonders. All skill
levels welcome. Pre-registration required. Equipment rentals available
at Woodstock Nordic Center. nps.gov/mabi/events.

Michelob ULTRA Ski Bum Race Series

10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesdays through March 12. Highline ski trail,
Killington Resort, Killington. $60 per individual. Open to skiers,
snowboarders, and telemark skiers ages 21+. Compete weekly for
Ski Bum glory, followed by apres parties with food, drink specials,
and prizes from 4-6 p.m. Training course available 10 a.m.-noon.
Registration required. killington.com/ski-bum-race-series.

Active Seniors Lunch
11:30 a.m. (Wednesdays) The Lookout Tavern, 2910 Killington Road,
Killington. $5 donation towards the meal. 908-783-1050.

Gentle & Restorative Yoga

11:30 a.m-12:30 p.m. (Wednesdays) Wise Pines, 184 Hartland Road,
Woodstock. $15 or $30 for three classes. Yoga class for seniors.
wisepines.com/events.

Discover the World of Mosaics

Noon-4 p.m. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland. $115. A
three-day workshop for ages 6-12 with instructor Karen Wurster,
introducing campers to paper and glass mosaics, including
freestyle abstract and color-block design. Pre-registration required.
chaffeeartcenter.org.
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Diabetes Support Grou

1-2 p.m. (Monthly, 2nd Wed,) RRMC Diabetes & Endocrinology Center,
160 Allen St., Rutland. Free. For patients managing diabetes, to
discuss challenges, ask questions, and provide support. Hosted by
Community Health and Rutland Regional Medical Center’s Diabetes

& Endocrinology Center. Contact Michele Redmond at 802-277-5327.
cherr.org/diabetes-support-group.

Public Skatln%

2-3:40 p.m. Union Arena, 80 Amsden Way, Woodstock. Adult $8, Youth
$6, Seniors $5, Child under 3 Free, Super Senior (70+) Free. Skate
rentals $7 (figure or ice hockey). unionarena.net.

PJs at the Paramount: Free Screening of ‘Smalifoot’
2-4 p.m. The Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St., Rutland. Free. Enjoy a
special Winterfest presentation of “Smallfoot,” presented by Heritage
Family Credit Union. Attendees are encouraged to wear their comfiest
pajamas. Seating is first come, first served. No tickets required.
paramountvt.org.

Cribbage for Adults
3-5 p.m. (Wednesdays) Hartland Public Library, 135 Route 5, Hartland.
Free. hartlandlibraryvt.org/calendar or 802-436-2473.

Public Skate
3-5 p.m. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak St. Ext., Rutland. $5 for city residents,
$8 for nonresidents, and $5 skate rentals. rutlandrec.com/giorgetti.

Bone Builders at the Chaffee

3:30-4:30 p.m. (Wednesdays) Chaffee Art Center, 16 S. Main St.,
Rutland. Free. Heather Wilson leads a bone-building class focused on
weight training and balance exercises. chaffeeartcenter.org.

Diabetes Support Grou

5-6 p.m. (Monthly, 2nd Wednesday) Community Health Castleton, 261
Route 30, Castleton. Free. For patients managing diabetes, to discuss
challenges, ask questions, and provide support. Contact Michele
Redmond at 802-277-5327. chcrr.org/diabetes-support-group.

Sgeakeasy After Dark: Silent Book Club

5:30-8 p.m. Speakeasy Café, 31 Center St., Rutland. Free. A no-
pressure book club where participants bring their own book, grab a
drink, and enjoy uninterrupted reading time. Phoenix Books will have a
pop-up with a selection of books for sale. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for
mingling, with quiet reading from 6-8 p.m.phoenixbooks.biz.

Rutland County Pride 55+ Seniors Group Meetin

6-7 p.m. Rutland County Pride Center, 106 West St., Rutland. Free. The
first gathering for LGBTQ+ community members aged 55+ to connect,
share ideas, and help shape future programming. Attendees can
provide input on creating a welcoming and supportive space for regular
meetups. RSVP encouraged. rcpride.org.

Oil Painting Worksho

6-8 p.m. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland. $35. Instructor
Spencer Pelkey teaches the Alla Prima Oil technique, a wet-on-wet
painting method done in one sitting. Participants will create their
own interpretation of an image and leave with a finished painting. Al
supplies included. Pre-registration required. chaffeeartcenter.org.

THURS
2/20

Puzzle and Games Camp
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Artistree Community Arts Center, 2095
Pomfret Road, South Pomfret. Young artists ages 5-12 can
explore creativity and problem-solving through puzzle and
game design. Campers will craft their own jigsaw puzzles,
board games, and playing pieces while learning drawing,
painting, and crafting techniques. Afternoons include
indoor and outdoor play, plus classic group games in
the Hayloft. artistreevt.org.

Intermediate Line Dance

9:30-10:30 a.m. (Thursdays) Godnick Adult Center,
1 Deer St., Rutland. rutlandrec.com/godnick or
802-773-1853.

Stick & Puck

9:30-11:30 p.m. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak St. Ext., Rutland. $5
for city residents, $8 for nonresidents, and $5 skate rentals.
rutlandrec.com/giorgetti.

Survivors Support Group

10 a.m.-noon. (Thursdays) Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St.,
Rutland. Free. Fliers are available at the Godnick Center or call
802-775-3232. rutlandrec.com/godnick .

Bone Builders

10 a.m. Sherburne Memorial Library, 2998 River Road,
Killington. Free. Weights are provided. sherburnelibrary.org or
802-422-4323.

Public Skate

11:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak St. Ext., Rutland. $5 for city
residents, $8 for nonresidents, and $5 skate rentals. rutlandrec.com/
giorgetti.

Chaffee: ArterX

Noon. (Thursdays) Adults. Connect and create with others. $10-$20.
Painting in all mediums welcome. No set topic or instructor, attendees
will work on their individual artwork. Must pre-register. chaffeeartcenter.
square.site.

Discover the World of Mosaics

Noon-4 p.m. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland. $115. A
three-day workshop for ages 6-12 with instructor Karen Wurster,
introducing campers to paper and glass mosaics, including
freestyle abstract and color-block design. Pre-registration required.
chaffeeartcenter.org.

Ukelele Group

Noon-1 p.m. (Thursdays) Chaffee Art Center, 16 S. Main St., Rutland.
Free. Attendees will play a collection of sheet music. All levels welcome,
ages 12+. Must pre-register by Wednesday at noon. chaffeeartcenter.
square.site.

Michelob ULTRA Race World

1-3 p.m. Thursdays through March 13. Pico Mountain, 73 Alpine Dr.,
Killington. Refer to website for details. Weekly race series featuring
individual and team competitions, followed by after-parties at the
Last Run Lounge with food, prizes, and Michelob ULTRA specials.
picomountain.com.

Stick & Puck

1:30-3:30 p.m. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak St. Ext., Rutland. $5 for city
residents, $8 for nonresidents, and $5 skate rentals. rutlandrec.com/
giorgetti.

Play Bridge!

2-4 p.m. (Thursdays) Norman Williams Public Library, 10 The Green,
Woodstock. Free. Beginners are welcome to observe. normanwilliams.
org or 802-457-2295.

Watercolor Paintin Partg

3-5 p.m. The Spa at The Woods, 53 Woods Road, Killington. $45.
Enjoy a fun, no-pressure watercolor painting session with all materials
provided—no experience needed! Pre-registration required. 802-422-
3105. spaatthewoods.com.

Tubing Night Presented by Bubly

4-6 p.m. Killington Tubing Park, 228 E. Mountain Rd., Killington. Ticket
purchase required. Enjoy a family-friendly night of tubing with free
samples of Bubly seltzer, giveaways, and s’'mores while supplies last.
Participants must be at least 36” tall. Warm up at the Clubhouse Grill
with pub-style entrées and drinks. killington.com.

Fly Tying Night

6-7 p.m. Woodstock Inn Nordic Center, 76 South St., Woodstock. Free.
Join fellow fishing enthusiasts for an evening of fly tying, storytelling,
and camaraderie. Beginners welcome—vises, materials, and guidance
provided. Drinks and snacks available. woodstockinn.com.

Pour Painting Worksho

6-8 p.m. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland. $40. Instructor
Lorrie Amerio Maniery teaches the pour painting technique, guiding
participants through the process to create a finished painting.

All supplies included. Pre-registration required. For details, visit
chaffeeartcenter.org.

Backyard Sugaring

6:30 p.m. Abbott Memorial Library, 15 Library Road, South Pomfret.
Free. Learn the basics of small-scale maple sugaring with lifelong
Pomfret resident and experienced maple producer Vern Clifford.
Discover tips, see equipment, and gain insight into tapping your own
trees. abbottmemoriallibrary.org.

FOLA and CTA Present Ski Film Night

6:30 p.m. Heald Auditorium, Town Hall, 37 S. Depot St., Ludlow.

Free. An evening of ski films featuring “40 Years on the Trail” and
“Variable,” followed by a Q&A with filmmaker Jamie Kennard. A raffle
will be held before the screening with prizes from local sponsors.
Donations appreciated to support FOLA and CTA. catamounttrail.org/
fola-cta-ski-film-night.

Stick & Puck

7:45-9:15 p.m. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak St. Ext., Rutland. $5 for city
residents, $8 for nonresidents, and $5 skate rentals. rutlandrec.com/
giorgetti.

Calendar >27



The Mountain Times » Feb.19-25, 2025

CALENDAR -27

Calendar: email events@mountaintimes.info.

FRI
2/21

Pico Hiko Splitfest 2025 — Splitboard Demo &

Festival

8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Pico Mountain Ski Resort, 73 Alpine Dr., Mendon.
(Note: This event is listed as SOLD OUT) A full-day splitboarding event
featuring top industry brands, guided adventure laps, an avalanche
safety scavenger hunt, and a fundraiser raffle benefiting Vermont
Adaptive Sports. Includes a free raffle ticket and a Lawson’s Finest
Liquids beverage for registered attendees. A Killington/Pico Uphill
Travel Pass is required. picomountain.com.

Stick & Puck

9:30-11:30 a.m. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak St. Ext., Rutland. $5 for city
residents, $8 for nonresidents, and $5 skate rentals. rutlandrec.com/
giorgetti.

Intro to Improv Dance

10-11:30 a.m. (Fridays through Feb. 28) Artistree, 2095 Pomfret
Road, South Pomfret. $150 for the entire class. Participants of

all experience levels to explore creative self-expression through
dance. The class incorporates various movement prompts,

group and solo compositions, and music from diverse genres.
Opportunities for reflection and somatic introspection are
included. Registration required: hisawyer.com/artistree/schedules/
activity-set/1111816?source=semesters.

Bone Builders

11 a.m.-noon. (Fridays) Chaffee Art Center, 16 S. Main St., Rutland.
Free. Heather Wilson leads a bone-building class that focuses on
weight training and balance exercises to improve strength, balance,
and bone density. chaffeeartcenter.org.

Connections & Interconnections of Life Weekly

Grou

Noon-1 p.m. (Fridays) Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland.
Free. A place to share thoughts, philosophies, spirituality, cultures,
and more in a respectful way. All are welcome. Must RSVP:
chaffeeartcenter.square.site.

Discover the World of Mosaics

Noon-4 p.m. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland. $115. A
three-day workshop for ages 6-12 with instructor Karen Wurster,
introducing campers to paper and glass mosaics, including
freestyle abstract and color-block design. Pre-registration required.
chaffeeartcenter.org.

Stick & Puck

1:30-2:50 p.m. Union Arena, 80 Amsden Way, Woodstock. $10
per session. Helmet required; other gear strongly recommended.
unionarena.net.

West Coast Swing Dance Classes

5:30-6:30 p.m. West Rutland Town Hall (upstairs), 35 Marble St.,
West Rutland. $15 per class. Learn West Coast Swing with flexible
registration options for individual nights or the full series. Pre-
registration required. vtwestiebest@gmail.com.

Adult Trans, Non-Binary, and Gender Non-

Conforming Affinity Space

6-7 p.m. Rutland County Pride Center, 106 West St., Suite 1, Rutland.
Free. A monthly in-person gathering for individuals 18+ who identify
as transgender, non-binary, or gender non-conforming. Facilitated by
Morgan Grant and Akbar Abidi. mgrant@leavesofchangecounseling.
com or aabidi@rutlandrestorativejustice.org.

DJ Skate Night

6:30-8:30, Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak St. Ext., Rutland. $5-8. Skate rentals
$5. Enjoy a night of music and skating with Sunset Entertainment.
rutlandrec.com.

Michael Arnowitt: A Piano Tribute to the African-

American Experience

7-8:30 p.m. Artistree Community Arts Center, 2095 Pomfret Road.,
South Pomfret. $25. Pianist Michael Arnowitt performs a program of
classical and jazz pieces celebrating the African-American experience,
featuring works by George Walker, Leslie Adams, Joshua Uzoigwe,
and William Grant Still. The evening closes with Arnowitt’s original jazz
composition “Chicago Avenue and Afro Blue,” the 1959 classic by
Mongo Santamaria. artistreevt.org.

Pointe Noir Cajun Band — Mardi Gras Celebration
7-9 p.m. Seven Stars Arts Center, 5126 VT Route 14, Sharon. $20 +
fee in advance, $25 at the door, free for children under 12. Celebrate
Mardi Gras with the lively sounds of Pointe Noir Cajun Band, featuring
seasoned musicians with deep roots in Louisiana’s Cajun and Zydeco
traditions. Brocklebank Beer will be available. sevenstarsarts.org.

Film Screening: ‘A Complete Unknown’
7:30-10 p.m. Woodstock Town Hall Theatre, 31 The Green, Woodstock.
$8-$10. Presented by Pentangle Arts, this Oscar-nominated film tells
the story of Bob Dylan’s early rise to fame. Vermont-inspired food,
wine, and beer available starting at 7 p.m. pentanglearts.org.

Rabies Vaccination & Microchip Clinic
9-11 a.m. Lucy Mackenzie Humane Society, 4832 Route
44, West Windsor. $20 per rabies vaccination, $20 per
microchip. First-come, first-served clinic for dogs and
cats—no appointment necessary. Dogs must be leashed,
and cats must be crated. Animals must be at least 3
months old and have had their last rabies shot at least 10
months ago. Bring a prior rabies certificate to qualify for a
three-year certificate; otherwise, a one-year certificate will be
issued. info@lucymac.org or call 802-484-5829.

Vermont Winter Farmers Market
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Vermont Farmers Food Center, 251 West St., Rutland.
Free. Tour around the world tasting event as part of Rutland Winterfest.
Shop local produce, crafts, and goods every Saturday through May 10,
2025. vtfarmersmarket.org.

Pour Painting Worksho

11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland.

$30. Ages 6+. Instructor Lorrie Amerio Maniery teaches the pour
painting technique, guiding participants through the process to create
a finished painting. All supplies included. Pre-registration required.
chaffeeartcenter.org.

Learn to Knit — Part 2

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Green Mountain Yarn & Fiber, 217 Woodstock
Ave., Suite E, Rutland. $30. Expand your knitting skills by learning
circular knitting and combining knit and purl stitches to create the
Barley worsted hat. Class fee includes the pattern; materials list
provided after registration. greenmountainfibers.com.

Rutland Railway Association & Model Club

11 am.-3 p.m. 79 Depot Lane, Center Rutland. See an operating

HO scale model railroad set up and displays of hundreds of rare or
antique model trains, photographs, signs and more. facebook.com/p/
Rutland-RailwayAssociation-100066761013097/.

Art at the Chaffee: Drop N’ Paint

Noon-2 p.m. (Saturdays) Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland.
$25 per person, instructor help optional with a fee. All ages. Supplies
and images to paint are provided. Must pre register by Friday noon at:
chaffeeartcenter.org.

Made in Poultney Talk

1-2 p.m. Poultney Public Library, 205 Main St., Poultney. Free.
Historian Ennis Duling and Librarian Rebecca Cook discuss the history
of manufacturing in Poultney, from industrial equipment to musical
instruments and apparel. Includes a slideshow and a display of Gray
Foundry iron novelties from the Poultney Historical Society collection.
802-287-5556.

Fixing Mistakes in Your Knlttlng

1:30-3 p.m. Green Mountain Yarn & Fiber, 217 Woodstock Ave., Suite
E, Rutland. $30. Learn essential techniques for correcting common
knitting mistakes, including picking up dropped stitches, inserting
lifelines, and fixing knit-purl errors. Participants should bring a prepared
swatch and required materials. greenmountainfibers.com.

Film Screening: ‘Songs of Earth’

3-5 p.m. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Road., Woodstock.
$12-$15. This documentary follows an 85-year-old father’s year-long
journey through Oldendalen, Norway, filmed by his daughter, Margreth
Olin. The film captures the beauty of living in balance with nature
against the backdrop of Norway’s dramatic landscapes. billingsfarm.
org.

Loved Ones and Little Ones Winter Dance

4-6 p.m. ONE Church, (Williams) St., Rutland. $15 per couple
(one adult, one child). This family-friendly event features dancing,
light refreshments, and entertainment by DJ Brett Myhre.
wonderfeetkidsmuseum.org.

Public Skate

4:15-5:45 p.m. Wendell A. Barwood Arena, 451 Highland Ave., White
River Junction. $5 per person; skate rentals and sharpening available
for $5 each. Season passes also available. Enjoy public skating at this
family-friendly venue. hartfordvt.myrec.com.

Game Night & Ice Cream Social

6-8 p.m. West Rutland Town Hall, 35 Marble St., West Rutland. Free.
Enjoy a fun-filled evening with board and card games for all ages, plus
free ice cream. Pre-registration required. recreation@westrutlandvt.org.

FOLA Honors Mark Huntleg

7 p.m. Heald Auditorium, Town Hall, 37 Depot st., Ludlow. A live
musical event featuring Gypsy Reel and Rick Redington & the LUV
in tribute to Mark Huntley. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Donations
appreciated. 802-228-3238.

Teen Ice Skating

7-9 p.m. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak St. Ext., Rutland. Free. $5 skate rentals.
This event is for high school students only. rutlandwinterfest.com/
events/teen-ice-skating.

Film Screening: ‘A Complete Unknown’

7:30-10 p.m. Woodstock Town Hall Theatre, 31 The Green, Woodstock.
$8-$10. Presented by Pentangle Arts, this Oscar-nominated film tells
the story of Bob Dylan’s early rise to fame. Vermont-inspired food, wine,
and beer available starting at 7 p.m. pentanglearts.org.

SUN
2/23

Public Skate

8:45-10:45 a.m. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak St. Ext., Rutland. $5 for city
residents, $8 for nonresidents, and $5 skate rentals. rutlandrec.com/
giorgetti.

Working Woodlands Workshop: Living with Bears
10-11:30 a.m. Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park,
Woodstock. Free. USDA Wildlife Specialist Tom Gieder presents on
mitigating human-wildlife conflicts, identifying wildlife attractants, and
keeping bears wild. Best suited for adults. Meet at the Forest Center;
parking available at Billings Farm & Museum. nps.gov/mabi.

USASA Northern Vermont Series Halfplge

10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Timberline Park, Killington Resort, 3861 Killington
Road., Killington. $65 registration, $40 athlete lift tickets. One of
Vermont’s last halfpipe competitions, this event features a best-of-two-
runs format in @ modified hand-shaped halfpipe. Helmets required.
Spectators must have a valid Killington lift ticket. usasa.org.

Public Skating

11 a.m.-12:10 p.m. Union Arena, 80 Amsden Way, Woodstock. Adult
$8, Youth $6, Seniors $5, Child under 3 Free, Super Senior (70+) Free.
Skate rentals $7 (figure or ice hockey). unionarena.net.
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Winter Guided Hike at Taconic Mountains Ramble

State Park

2p.m. Taconic Mountains Ramble State Park, 321 St. John Road,
Hubbardton. Free. Explore the park’s scenic trails and zen garden on
a guided hike. If conditions allow, sledding will also be available. The
hike covers varied terrain, including steep and narrow trails, and is of
moderate difficulty. Dress accordingly and bring water, hiking boots,
and snowshoes if needed. caitlin.s.gates@gmail.com.

Film Screening: ‘A Complete Unknown’

2:30-5 p.m. Woodstock Town Hall Theatre, 31 The Green, Woodstock.
$8-$10. Presented by Pentangle Arts, this Oscar-nominated film tells
the story of Bob Dylan’s early rise to fame. pentanglearts.org.

Afternoon Trivia
3-5 p.m. Rutland Beer Works, 136 Granger st., Rutland. Spend
an afternoon with beer on tap, and a fun trivia event with prizes.
rutlandbeerworks.com.

Film Screening: ‘Songs of Earth’

3-5 p.m. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Road., Woodstock.
$12-$15. This documentary follows an 85-year-old father’s year-long
journey through Oldendalen, Norway, filmed by his daughter, Margreth
Olin. The film captures the beauty of living in balance with nature
against the backdrop of Norway’s dramatic landscapes. billingsfarm.
org.

Public Skate

3:15-4:30 p.m. Wendell A. Barwood Arena, 451 Highland Ave., White
River Junction. $5 per person; skate rentals and sharpening available
for $5 each. Season passes also available. Enjoy public skating at this
family-friendly venue. hartfordvt.myrec.com.

MON
24

10 a.m. Sherburne Memorial Library, 2998 River Road, Killington. Free.
Weights are provided. sherburnelibrary.org or 802-422-4323.

Monday Movie

1 p.m. (Mondays) Sherburne Memorial Library, 2998 River Road,
Killington. Free. This week’s scheduled film is “The Substance.”
sherburnelibrary.org/movie-monday or 802-422-9765.

Public Skate
3-5-p.m. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak St. Ext., Rutland. $5 for city residents,
$8 for nonresidents, and $5 skate rentals. rutlandrec.com/giorgetti.

TUES
2/25

Lunch Time Skate
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak St. Ext., Rutland.
Discounted lunch rate and $5 skate rentals. rutlandrec.com/giorgetti.

CHOICES

RESTAUR AN T 3SSREORININSESHN S

/ﬁ‘ In-house made pasta, breads, and desserts

! 21+ Wines by the glass r Chef owned

Met Opera: ‘Grounded’ (Tesori)

1-3:30 p.m. The Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St., Rutland. $20.
Jeanine Tesori’s “Grounded,” based on George Brant’s acclaimed play,
explores the psychological toll of modern warfare through the story of
a fighter pilot reassigned to operating a Reaper drone. Mezzo-soprano
Emily D’Angelo stars in this Met Opera production, featuring a high-
tech staging with LED visuals. paramountvt.org.

Handcraft Gatherin

2-4 p.m. (Monthly, 3rd Tuesday) Abbott Memorial Library, Library St.,
So. Pomfret. Bring your knitting, crocheting, embroidery, or mending
projects. abbottmemoriallibrary.org.

Alzheimer’s Sup(Port Group

4-5 p.m., (Monthly, 2nd Tuesday) Community Health, 71 Allen St., Suite
403, Rutland. Free. A monthly meeting for Alzheimer’s caregivers and
family members to share experiences and support one another. The
group is run by participants with hands-on experience in caregiving.
cherr.org.

Line Dance Classes

5:30-7:30 p.m. (Tuesdays) Bradford Methodist Church, 186 N Main
St., Bradford. $10. Easy line dancing at 5:30 p.m., perfect for novices,
followed by a 6:30 p.m. beginner-level class. All ages welcome. Bring
water and wear comfortable shoes. No need to register in advance.
jeanbeanslinedancing@gmail.com.

West Coast Swing Dance Classes

5:30-6:30 p.m. West Rutland Town Hall (upstairs), 35 Marble St.,
West Rutland. $15 per class. Learn West Coast Swing with flexible
registration options for individual nights or the full series. Pre-
registration required. vtwestiebest@gmail.com.

Rutland Area Toastmasters

6-7:30 p.m. (1st and 3rd Tuesday) Courcelle Bldg, 16 North St. Ext.,
Rutland. Develop public speaking, listening, and leadership skills.
Guests welcome. 802-775-6929. toastmasters.org.

Paint and Sip

6-8 p.m. Killington Welcome Center, 2319 U.S. 4, Killington. $35. Enjoy
a night of creativity while painting a snowy forest sunset. This BYOB
event includes all materials needed for the two-hour class. square.

link/u/8PC7KgU3.

‘Antigone’

Feb. 14-15 & 20-22, 7:30 p.m.; Feb. 16 & 23, 2 p.m. Barnard Town Hall,
115 N. Road, Barnard. $15-$20. BarnArts presents a reimagining of
“Antigone,” featuring Anne Carson’s contemporary translation and a
vibrant, music-filled staging. Directed by Erin Bennett, this production

blends ancient tragedy with modern energy, performed by a talented
cast of BarnArts regulars. barnarts.org.

‘The Art of Life’: Exhibition

Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland. Free. “The Art of Life”
exhibit, featuring photographs and collages by Robert Black. Works
by Chaffee artist members will be on display and for sale. Donations
appreciated. Exhibit runs through March 1. chaffeeartcenter.org.

Cooking Classes at Mission Farm

Check website for classes and registration. The Kitchen at Mission
Farm, 316 Mission Farm Road, Killington. Learn to cook, host

an event, or teach a class in Mission Farm’s open kitchen space.
missionfarmkitchen.org.

Dine in or take out:
2820 Killington Rd
802.422.4030
ChoicesVT.com

Open 6 nights a week

(Closed Wednesdays)
5:00 - 9:00 PM

‘FACES in Harmony’

Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland. Free. Highlights include
“artwork of faces,” “The Peace Train,” an annual photo contest, and a
community wall. Through Feb. 28. chaffeeartcenter.org.

Magic of Maple

Feb. 15-23, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Road,
Woodstock. Celebrate Vermont’s maple history with sugar on snow,
crafts, children’s stories, and interactive exhibits on sugaring traditions.
Explore historic photographs, learn about maple tapping, and sample
sweet treats. Public sleigh rides available Feb. 18, 20, and 22, weather
permitting. Advance tickets recommended. billingsfarm.org.

Okemo Innkeepers Race Series

Mondays, January - March, 10 a.m.-noon. Wardance slope, Okemo
Mountain Resort, Ludlow. The 43rd annual race series welcomes skiers
and snowboarders of all skill levels, ages 18-80, competing as teams
or individuals. Enjoy a fun, competitive league with awards at season’s
end. Social gatherings follow on Monday evenings, 5-7 p.m., at local
establishments. Contact Ken at okemoracing@gmail.com.

One Room Theatrics Presents: ‘Private Peaceful’
Feb 20-23. 8 p.m. (Feb. 20-22) an 2 p.m. (Feb. 23). Brandon Town Hall
Theatre, 1 Conant Sq., Brandon. $20. One Room Theatrics presents
Michael Morpurgo’s “Private Peaceful,” adapted by Simon Reade and
directed by Mike Mitrano. This one-man show follows Pvt. Thomas
“Tommo” Peaceful as he reflects on his life and experiences in the First
World War. General admission. oneroomtheatrics.com.

Rutland Winterfest 2025

Feb. 14-22 Various locations, Rutland. Celebrate winter with over 30
free and low-cost events during nine days of frosty fun. Enjoy night
sledding on Center Street, human foosball, snowshoeing, ice skating
with Bigfoot, and more. Recognized as a Top Winter Event by the
Vermont Chamber of Commerce, Winterfest brings the community
together with classic and quirky cold-weather activities. See page 13 for
a full list of activities. rutlandwinterfest.com.

Skatln% Lessons

Tuesday through March 5, 5:30-6:30 p.m., and Wednesdays, through
March 6, 4:20-5:20 p.m. Union Arena Community Center, 80 Amsden
Way, Woodstock. Skating lessons for all abilities, including Snowplow
Sam (ages 3-5), Basic Skills (ages 6+), and Pre-Free to Free Skate
levels. Winter session includes participation in the Annual Ice Show on
March 9. Registration and details at uaskateclub.com.

The Art of Grace Dorman
Through March 28. Main Street Museum, 58 Bridge st. White River
Junction. Exhibit of artist Grace Dorman’s art. mainstreetmuseum.org.

Winter Wonders Farm Camp

9 a.m.-4 p.m. Feb. 19 - 21. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Rd.,
Woodstock. A three-day camp for ages 8-11 featuring hands-on farm
activities, animal care, cooking, and outdoor adventures. Campers will
collect eggs, feed cows, learn about horse gear, and explore the uses of
wool from Southdown sheep. Winter-themed crafts include homemade
crayons, wool projects, and creating winter landscapes. Registration
required. billingsfarm.org/winter-wonders-camp.

Women’s Nordic Ski Skate Clinics

Wednesdays, 8:30-10 a.m., Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m. Woodstock Nordic
Center, 14 The Green, Woodstock. $30 per session or $150 for six
sessions. Intermediate to advanced skiers can join Olympian Tessa
Westbrook to improve skate skiing technique. Sessions run through
the end of the season, weather permitting. Registration at the Nordic
Center lodge. woodstockinn.com.

UPCOMING

Feb. 28 The Fab Four — The Ultimate Beatles Tribute
7:30 p.m. The Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St., Rutland. $39-$59.

The Emmy Award-winning Fab Four delivers note-for-note renditions

of Beatles classics with stunning accuracy, featuring three costume
changes to represent different eras of the band’s career. paramountvt.org.
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[MUSIC Scene]

By DJ Dave Hoffenberg
Have a music scene coming up? Email djdavehoff@gmail.com

WED
2/19

KILLINGTON

2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Alex
Shier

6 p.m. Killington Cafe & Wine Bar
- Open Mic hosted by Liz Reedy

6 p.m. Rivershed - Rhys
Chalmers

6 p.m. The Foundry — Jenny
Porter

7 p.m. Pickle Barrel - Badfish

8 p.m. Jax Food & Games - Nick
Bredice

LUDLOW
2 p.m. Okemo’s The Bull - Chuck
and John

6 p.m. Off the Rails - Learn to
Line Dance

POULTNEY
7 p.m. Poultney Pub — Open Mic

hosted by Lobo

QUECHEE

6 p.m. The Public House - Kim
Wilcox

RUTLAND

8 p.m. Center Street Alley - Full
PA/Backline Open Mic hosted by
Josh LaFave

THUR
2/20

BARNARD
7:30 p.m. Town Hall - Antigone

BRANDON

5:30 p.m. Red Clover Ale
Company - Open Mic hosted by
Emily Nelson

BRIDGEWATER

CORNERS

5 p.m. Long Trail Brewery — Liz
Reedy

CHESTER
6 p.m. The Pizza Stone VT — Nate
Martel

KILLINGTON

2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Chris
Pallutto

2 p.m. Pico’s Last Run Lounge -
Daniel Brown

2 p.m. Snowshed’s Long Trail
Pub — Duane Carleton

6 p.m. Liquid Art — Open Mic
hosted by Grateful Gary

6 p.m. North Star Lodge Star
Lounge — Nick Bredice

6 p.m. Rivershed - Jeremiah
Strauss

6 p.m. Still on the Mountain -
Allie and Adam

6 p.m. The Foundry - Live Music

6:30 p.m. Pickle Barrel - Let’s
Sing Taylor

8 p.m. Jax Food & Games -
Jenny Porter & Friends

LONDONDERRY

3 p.m. Black Line Tavern at Magic
Mountain — On Tone Music

7 p.m. New American Grill -
Open Mic Night hosted by DJ
Jazzy Joel & Catnip John

LUDLOW

2 p.m. Okemo’s The Bull -
Sammy B

6:30 p.m. The Killarney - Irish
Sessions with Gypsy Reel

QUECHEE

6 p.m. Harry’s Cocktail Lounge
- “Stirred Not Shaken” Singer-
Songwriter in the Round Series
with Jim Yeager

6 p.m. Public House Pub — Name
That Tune Bingo with DJ Dave:
Valentine’s Edition

RUTLAND

8 p.m. Angler Pub - A Sound
Space Open Mic hosted by
Caber Wilson

8 p.m. Center Street Alley
- Karaoke 101 hosted by
Tenacious T

SOUTH POMFRET
6:30 p.m. Artistree — Acoustic
Jam Session hosted by Kerry
Rosenthal

WOODSTOCK

6:30 p.m. Ottauquechee Yacht
Club - Nat & Em

FRI
2/21

BARNARD
7:30 p.m. Town Hall - Antigone

CASTLETON

6 p.m. Blue Cat Bistro
- Brotchman

KILLINGTON
1 p.m. Bear Mountain Base
Lodge - Duane Carleton

2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Chris
Pallutto and Daniel Brown

2 p.m. Pico’s Last Run Lounge -
Alex Shier

2 p.m. Snowshed’s Long Trail
Pub - Rhys Chalmers

4 p.m. The Foundry - Just Jamie

5:30 p.m. Killington Cafe & Wine
Bar — Rick Webb

6 p.m. Rivershed - King Margo

7 p.m. Still on the Mountain -
Nick Bredice

7:30 p.m. The Foundry - Daniel
Brown

8 p.m. Pickle Barrel - Never in
Vegas

9 p.m. Jax Food & Games - Just
Jamie

9 p.m. Wobbly Barn - The Gab
Cinque

LUDLOW

11 a.m. Jackson Gore Courtyard
- Ski Tunes with DJ Dave

2 p.m. Okemo’s The Bull - Liz
Reedy

8:30 p.m. Off the Rails — Aaron
Audet Band

POULTNEY

6 p.m. Poultney Pub - George
Nostrand

QUECHEE

5 p.m. Harry’s Cocktail Lounge -
Live Music: Jazz Duo Featuring
Rev Leon Dunkley and Stephen
Stuntz

5:30 p.m. Public House Pub -
Krishna Guthrie

RANDOLPH

7:30 p.m. The Underground
Listening Room - Bird Boombox
with Fly-By Ride

RUTLAND

6 p.m. Stonehedge Indoor Golf —
Duane Carleton

6:30 p.m. Giorgetti Ice Arena - DJ
Skate Night

9 p.m. Centert Street Alley — Last
Chair Band

SOUTH POMFRET
7 p.m. Artistree — Pianist Michael

SAT
2/22

BARNARD
7:30 p.m. Town Hall - Antigone

BRIDGEWATER

8 p.m. Woolen Mill Comedy
Club - Comedy Show with Rob
Cantrell

CHESTER
6:30 p.m. The Pizza Stone VT -
Zach Yak

KILLINGTON

1 p.m. Bear Mountain Base
Lodge - Alex Shier

2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - King
Margo and Liz Reedy

2 p.m. Pico’s Last Run Lounge -
Duane Carleton

2 p.m. Snowshed’s Long Trail
Pub - Chris Pallutto and Daniel
Brown

4 p.m. Pickle Barrel - Jamie’s
Junk Show with special guest
opener Jenny Porter & Krishna
Guthrie

4 p.m. The Foundry — Aaron
Audet

6 p.m. O’Dwyers Public House at
the Summit Lodge — Rambletree

6 p.m. Preston’s at the Grand
Hotel — Scott Forrest

6 p.m. Rivershed - Stevey Burke

6:30 p.m. Still on the Mountain -
Rhys Chalmers

6:30 p.m. Wobbly Barn — Krishna
Guthrie Band

7 p.m. The Foundry — Jenny
Porter

8 p.m. Jax Food & Games -
Aaron Audet Band

8 p.m. North Star Lodge Star
Lounge — All Request Dance
Party with DJ Dave

9 p.m. Pickle Barrel - Never in
Vegas

9 p.m. Wobbly Barn - The Gab
Cinque

10 p.m. Pickle Barrel Crow’s Nest
- Jamie’s Junk Show

LONDONDERRY

3 p.m. Black Line Tavern at Magic
Mountain - Sammy B

LUDLOW

9 a.m. Okemo’s Sunburst Six
Bubble Chair - Lift Line Dance
Party with DJ Dave

2 p.m. Okemo’s Jackson Gore
Courtyard — Apres Afternoon with
The Gully Boys

2 p.m. Okemo’s The Bull - Al
Request Apres-Ski Party with
DJ Dave

PITTSFORD

7 p.m. Hilltop Tavern — Karaoke
with Sunset Entertainment

POULTNEY

Noon. Poultney Pub - Vinyl with
Ken

QUECHEE
5:30 p.m. Public House Pub -
Arthur James

6 p.m. Harry’s Cocktail Lounge -
Live Music with Chicky Stoltz

STOCKBRIDGE
7:30 p.m. Wild Fern - Rick
Redington & Tuff Luv

WOODSTOCK

6:30 p.m. Ottauquechee Yacht
Club - Fjord Pinto

SUN
2/23

BARNARD
2 p.m. Town Hall - Antigone

BRIDGEWATER

CORNERS
3 p.m. Long Trail Brewery — Nick
Bredice

KILLINGTON
Noon. Rivershed — Brunch with
Stevey Burke

1 p.m. Pico’s Last Run Lounge -
Duane Carleton

2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Sammy
B

2 p.m. Snowshed’s Long Trail
Pub - Chris Pallutto

5 p.m. Pickle Barrel - Jamie’s
Junk Show

6 p.m. Liquid Art — Tboneicus
Jones

6 p.m. Rivershed - Trivia

6 p.m. Still on the Mountain
- Open Mic Night hosted by
Indigenous Entertainment

6 p.m. The Foundry — Jazz Night
with the Summit Pond Quartet

7 p.m. Pickle Barrel - Hayley
Jane

8 p.m. Jax Food & Games -
Jenny Porter

LUDLOW
11 a.m. Okemo’s Solitude Lift —
Sunday’s with Sammy B

2 p.m. Okemo’s The Bull -
Okemo Pride Day: Karaoke with
Lady Sabrina

QUECHEE
2 p.m. Harry’s Cocktail Lounge -
Live Music with Jim Yeager

STOCKBRIDGE
7:30 p.m. Wild Fern - Rick
Redington’s Looping Mayhem

MON
2/24

KILLINGTON
2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Duane
Carleton

2 p.m. Snowshed’s Long Trail
Pub - Chris Pallutto

6 p.m. Rivershed — Mandatory
Mondaves with Name That Tune
Bingo by DJ Dave

6 p.m. The Foundry — Blues Night
with John Lackard

8 p.m. Jax Food & Games — Rhys
Chalmers

LUDLOW

8:30 p.m. The Killarney — Open
Mic Night hosted by Indigenous
Entertainment

RUTLAND
7 p.m. Angler’s Pub - Trivia
hosted by Sunset Entertainment

STOCKBRIDGE
5 p.m. Wild Fern - Bow and River

WOODSTOCK
6:30 p.m. Ottauguechee Yacht

Club - Liz Reedy

TUE
2/25

KILLINGTON
2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Nick
Bredice

6 p.m. Rivershed - Sammy B

8 p.m. Jax Food & Games - Taco
Tuesday with Rick Webb

POULTNEY
6 p.m. Poultney Pub - Bluegrass
Jam

RUTLAND

8 p.m. Center Street Alley — EDM
Night with DJ EG, DJ Sims and
Sunset Dreamz
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By Brett Simison

The Sheehan lift takes a group of skiers up for a nighttime skiing experience at the Middlebury Snowbowl.

Middlebury Snowbowl offers a rare night
skiing experience in Vermont

As daylight fades over the Green Mountains, the
Middlebury Snowbowl transforms into an illuminated
winter wonderland. One of only two lift-serviced night
skiing areas in Vermont, the Snowbowl invites skiers and
snowboarders to experience the thrill of carving down
the slopes under the stars with a unique atmosphere that
blends adventure, community, and the charm of a classic
Vermont ski area. (Bolton Valley, near Burlington, also
offers night skiing.)

Last winter, the Snowbowl introduced night skiing,
and it quickly became a popular feature. The Sheehan lift
provides access to terrain suited for beginners, intermedi-
ates, and experts. The crisp night air, the soft glow of lights
on fresh snow, and the quieter evening ambiance make
night skiing a truly special experience. There’s a certain
magic in gliding over snow beneath a star-lit sky, where
every turn feels like part of a dream.

A community experience

Night skiing at Snowbowl isn’t just about getting in
extra runs—it’s about making memories under the stars.
Families gather to introduce their children to skiing under
the lights while groups of friends take advantage of the
quieter slopes. Whether you're a seasoned skier seeking a
fresh challenge or a first-timer testing the sport, the Snow-
bowl offers an inviting atmosphere. It's a place to enjoy
family time and build forever memories.

As part of its commitment to making skiing accessible,
the Snowbowl offers free skiing and riding for all children
5 and under, ensuring young skiers have a chance to
develop alove for the sport early. The Snowbowl’s carpet
liftis also free for beginner skiers and riders of all ages,
providing an ideal way for newcomers to gain confidence

in a comfortable setting. The carpetlift remains lighted
during night skiing hours, allowing beginners to enjoy the
experience alongside more advanced skiers.

More than just skiing

The Snowbowl isn’t just about the slopes—it’s also
about the experience off the mountain. Live entertain-
mentis featured on select nights, adding to the festive
atmosphere in the lodge.

The Snowbowl’s dining operation is another highlight,
offering high-quality yet affordable meals prepared
with care by passionate chefs who take pride in crafting
delicious food that warms both body and soul. After a
night on the slopes, guests can cozy up next to our unique
flagstone fireplace, a defining and central characteristic of
our main base lodge, creating the perfect place to unwind
and share stories of the day’s adventures.

Guests can also take advantage of the full-service ski
shop, which provides equipment rentals, tuning, and gear
for alllevels of skiers and snowboarders.

Whether you're looking to fine-tune your equipment
or rent gear for the night, the knowledgeable staffis ready
to assist.

When to go

Night skiing at Snowbowl is available every Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday evening from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., making
ita perfect midweek escape or weekend warm-up.

Whether you're gliding down the Sheehan lift-ser-
viced terrain, warming up in the lodge with great food
and live entertainment, or introducing your little ones to
skiing for the first time, Snowbowl’s night skiing experi-
ence is not to be missed.

For more information, visit: middleburysnowbowl.com.

Experience ski adventure
films in Ludlow

Thursday, Feb. 20 at 6:30 p.m.—LUDLOW—The
Friends of Ludlow Auditorium (FOLA) and the Cata-
mount Trail Association (CTA) present an evening of ski
films at Heald Auditorium, Ludlow Town Hall. The event
features “40 Years on the Trail,” a short CTA film by Climb
High Productions, followed by “Variable,” a documentary
by filmmaker Jamie Kennard chronicling a 10-year jour-
ney to backcountry ski the Adirondack 46ers. Kennard
will participate in a Q&A session after the screenings. A
raffle will be held before the event with prizes from local
sponsors. Admission is free, with donations appreciated
tosupport FOLA and CTA. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.

“Variable” follows two brothers as they attempt to
become the first to ski all 81 classic high peaks of the
Adirondack and Catskill mountains. Their journey, faced
with unpredictable weather, dangerous terrain, and
personalloss, highlights the thrill and risks of backcoun-
try skiing. The film also explores the growing impact of
climate change on winter sports and the race againsta
disappearing snowpack. The evening offers a unique
opportunity for ski enthusiasts and outdoor adventurers
to engage with the filmmaker and learn more about the
challenges of extreme skiing.

For more information, visit: catamounttrail.org/fola-
cta-ski-film-night.

Submitted

- Courtesy CTA
"Variable” will befeatured at the FOLA-CTA production on
Thursday, Feb. 20, Heald Auditorium, Ludlow Town Hall.
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Film Review: ‘Nickel Boys' tackles racial injustice and
power dynamics through point-of-view storytelling

By Ellie Trinkle

Itis easy for a film to get viewers to imagine what it would
be like to be in a character’s shoes, but it is rare for a movie to
actually place us in their shoes. RaMell Ross’ historical drama
“Nickel Boys” accomplishes this and is easily one of the most
poignant, gripping, and unusual films of the present day.
“Nickel Boys” finds most of its success in employing point-
of-view storytelling, diverting from traditional narrative film
techniques.

The film, based on the Pulitzer Prize 2019 novel by Colson
Whitehead, “The Nickel Boys,” is inspired by the real Arthur
G.Dozier School in Florida, a 111-year-old reform school
exposed for abuse, forced labor, and unjust deaths. Director
Ross brings these harrowing stories to life for his first narra-
tive feature.

Ross’s previous work in documentary films focused on
thelives of Black Americans in the Deep South. His 2018
documentary “Hale County This Morning, This Evening”
exposed theracial injustices in Hale County, Alabama, and
the lasting impacts on the Black community. Ross’s previous
work earned him considerable recognition and praise, but
“Nickel Boys” solidifies him as arisk taker and an exceptional
filmmaker.

A story of power dynamics and friendship

“Nickel Boys” follows Black teenager Elwood Curtis and
hislife in Tallahassee, Florida, during the Jim Crow period
in the 1960s. Abandoned by his parents, Elwood lives with
his grandmother, who encourages him to pursue higher
education. Inspired by the ongoing Civil Rights Movement
around him, Elwood finds community in speaking out
againstracial injustices. Elwood’s intellect and drive secure
him a promising scholarship to Melvin Griggs Technical
School and the opportunity to become something bigger
than himself.

But fate has another plan for Elwood. Having to hitchhike
to getto school, he secures aride from a friendly stranger to
take him to his first day of classes. Before arriving at school,
they are stopped by the police and convicted of stealing the
car they are driving in. Elwood’s academic career
suddenly crumbles before his eyes when
heis sentenced to the fictional Nickel

Academy for Boys—a segregated reform school that aims to
rehabilitate delinquent youth. Elwood will soon learn there is
something far more sinister at play.

During his first few days at Nickel, Elwood befriends
Turner, who promises to help him navigate this new and
confusing world. Elwood and Turner share polarizing views;
Elwood, the optimist, believes he can “graduate” from Nickel
early ifhe is obedient enough, while Turner knows that no
matter howwell-behaved one is, they will never be exempt
from abuse.

Asthe film progresses, we learn that their white superiors
sexually and physically abuse the Black boys at Nickel. This
constant discrimination and abuse in the contained space
of Nickel Academy paints a picture that is situated in amuch
larger context; the world around them is one deeply complic-
itinracial injustices.

Seeing and being

What immediately sets the stylistic choices in “Nickel
Boys” apart from other films is that the majority is shot in
point-of-view, placing the viewer directly in line with Elwood
and Turner. The first half of the film is strictly through EI-
wood’s eyes, allowing small moments to become ones of ex-
treme significance: Elwood’s hands shaking when he is about
to be arrested, the feeling of discomfort as he passes “the
white side” of Nickel Academy upon arrival, and the sinister
look on the superior’s face right before Elwood is abused. We
become immersed in this world and every uncomfortable
space and moment that comes with it.

The first time the camera switches to Tuner’s point-of-
view is in the Nickel cafeteria when the boys meet for the
first time. The viewer sees the same scene play out again
from Turner’s perspective. While the switch in perspective is
initially jarring, it seems to emphasize the physical space of
Nickel’s off-putting environment.

These point-of-view shots place the viewer directly in
the scene, almost asifto say this is happening, pay
attention, see it with your own eyes. Itisa bold
choice that ultimately enhances
the storytelling and makes
this film all the more

The “Nickel Boys” is available to watch in select theaters and on-demand

compelling.
An imaginative and immersive experience

The film also switches between timelines, jumping from
the boys’ time at Nickel to adulthood, where the point-of-
view style becomes omniscient. The viewer is no longer
moving with Elwood and Turner butis instead placed
behind the head of an adult, Elwood, who now lives in New
York City. The viewer never sees adult Elwood’s face, but
we are with him as he reads news articles exposing some of
the horrors of Nickel Academy. We are with him when he
runs into a peer from Nickel at a bar, where we learn he is no
longer in contact with Turner. We are with him, but always
ata distance, suggesting how Elwood has become more
closed off in his adulthood, unable to fully conceptualize
his painful time at Nickel.

Archival footage is also incorporated into the film, nota-
bly "Apollo 8" and the 1958 film, “The Defiant Ones,” creating
texture between Elwood and Turner while connecting
them to the larger socio-political context of the time. Ross
reminds viewers that this story is only a small vignette rep-
resenting greater systemic injustices through these devices.

Reimagining history

“Nickel Boys” is a captivating depiction of an unjust history
and the trauma, hardships, and friendship that arose from it.
The film’s powerful stylistic choices encourage viewers to sit
with the uncomfortable moments and find compassion within
them.

AsRoss' film reminds us, empathy is our strongest quality.
When the credits began toroll, and Iwalked out of the theatre,
I'thoughtalotabout the pastand every hard truth that comes
with it. [ thought back to the mirror shot, the film'’s cover, which
is coincidentally the only time we see Elwood and Turner in
the same frame. Despite everything, they still manage to look
up.

Ellie Trinkle is a film and creative writing
major attending Middlebury College.

Courtesy Amazon MGM Studios
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Killington Wins Bar

At Kilington Café and Wine Bar, we believe that
wine tasting should be a journey of both enjoyment
and leaming, all within a relaxed and inviting setting.
Inspired by some of the best boutique wine bars

KILLlNGT@N
across the country, we're passionate about making

QS 8 W\“i
fine wine accessible to everyone. Whether you're a

seasoned connoisseur or a curious newcomer, our diverse selection and knowledgeable
team are here to guide you. killingtonwinebar.com, 802.353.6423.

killington RKillinglon Marksl
I I I arket Take breakfast, lunch or dinner on the go at Killington

Market, Killington's on-mountain grocery store for the

last 30 years. Choose from breakfast sandwiches,
hand carved dinners, pizza, daily fresh hot panini, roast chicken, salad and specialty
sandwiches. Vermont products, maple syrup, fresh meat and produce along with wine
and beer are also for sale. killingtonmarket.com 802-422-7736 or 802-422-7594.

Back gamﬁ'
Back The Back Country Ca e is a ot spot for delicious
o Qoy}g}'li breakfast foods. Choose from farm fresh eggs,
® multiple kinds of pancakes and waffles, omelets

or daily specials to make your breakfast one of a
kind. Just the right heat Bloody Marys, Mimosas, Bellini, VT Craft Brews, Coffee and hot
chocolate drinks. Maple Syrup and VT products for sale. Check Facebook for daily specials.
802-422-4411.

MOUNTAIN TOP
RESORT

Gary Hall

One of Vermont’s Best Views Including:
Spa & Salon | Horse Drawn Sleigh Rides
Restaurant & Tavern Dining | Luxurious Accommodations

XC Skiing & Snowshoeing

802.483.2311 | mountaintopresort.com

teatLong Tradl

Looking for something a little different? Hit up McGrath's
Irish Pub for a perfectly poured pint of Guinness, live music
on the weekends and delicious food. Casual dining at
Rosemary's Restaurant. Visit innatlongtrail.com, 802-775-

OG'QQ@
SN

7181.
LIQUID ART ,&qud At

Relax in the warm atmosphere at Liquid Art.
Look for artfully served lattes from their La
Marzocco espresso machine, or if you want something stronger, try their signature
cocktails. Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner, they focus on healthy fare and provide
you with a delicious meal different than anything else on the mountain. liquidartvt.com,
(802) 422-2787.

MOUNTAIN TOP  Mowdain 7op I

INN & RESORT Whether staying overnight or visiting for the day,
Mountain Top’s Dining Room & Tavern serve delicious cuisine amidst one of Vermont's
best views. Amix of locally inspired and International cuisine — including salads, seafood,
poultry and a new steakhouse menu - your taste buds are sure to be satisfied. Choose
from 12 Vermont craft brews on tap. Warm up by the terrace fire pit after dinner! A short
drive from Killington. mountaintopinn.com, 802-483-2311.

Uermont Craglt

Vermont Craft is a lively bar and restaurant located
in the Mountain Green Resort in Killington, serving
locally sourced craft beer and a range of shareable,
casual foods inspired by local farms vermontcraft.net
(802) 342-5469

eat. drink. local.

Choices

Upscale casual and family friendly
Choices Restaurant & Rotisserie has
been a Killington,VT favorite for over
35 years. We offer a 40-item menu
that features fish and seafood, hand-cut steaks and fillets, sandwiches and home-cut fries,
and house-made fettuccine. Try an item from our Rotisserie menu that includes chicken,
tri-tip steak, and stuffed pork with prime rib on most weekends. Join us at our wraparound
bar with 20 wines by the glass, signature cocktails, and craft beers. Finish off your dining
experience with our baked in-house desserts. choicesvt.com, 802-422-4030

CHO®ICES

RESTAURANT & ROTISSERIE

@ VERMONT

p:c:e

Come to our sugarhouse for
the best breakfast around!
After breakfast, check out

our gift shop for all your
souvenir, gift, and maple
syrup needs. We Llook
forward to your visit!

Dine-in or Take-out available.

Serving Breakfast § Lunch
Fa.m. - 2p.m. daily

check out our menu online!

Sugar & Spice Restaurant & Gift Shop
Rt. 4 Mendon, VT
802-773-7832 | www.vtsugarandspice.com

,- MA PL[‘. S‘W ad 5/‘%“

C“’- ‘/ERMOI' T Stop on by to Sugar and Spice for a home style breakfast or

lunch served up right. Try six different kinds of pancakes and/

or waffles or order up some eggs and home fries. For lunch

they offer a Filmore salad, grilled roast beef, burgers and sandwiches. Take away available.
www.vtsugarandspice.com 802-773-7832.

Lookou Tavern

A place for fun, friends and good times here in Killington!
Everything from soup to nuts for lunch and dinner; juicy
burgers, fresh salads, delicious sandwiches and K-Town’s
best wings. Your first stop after a full day on the Mountain
for a cold beer or specialty drink and a great meall
lookoutvt.com, 802-422-5665.

Sushi Yoshi

Sushi YoshiisKillington's true culinary adventure. With Hibachi,
Sushi, Chinese and Japanese, we have something for every
age and palate. Private Tatame rooms and large party seating
available. We boast a full bar with 20 craft beers on draft.
We are chef-owned and operated. Serving lunch and dinner.
Delivery or take away option available. Now open year round.
www.vermontsushi.com 802-422-4241.

SouthSide SteakHouse

Southside provides a modemn approach

to a classic American steakhouse. Join

us for an inviting, upbeat atmosphere

featuring thoughtfully crafted food made

with the highest quality steaks & chops,
fresh seafood, and seasonal produce. We offer dinner and drink service in our dining
room, bar & lounge, and on our seasonal patio, weather permitting. 802-772-7556
southsidesteakhouse.com

7he Grey Bomnel fne

The Grey Bonnet Inn Bar
& Restaurant offers a cozy,
welcoming atmosphere with a
delicious menu. Enjoy a variety of hearty dishes and refreshing drinks, perfect for casual dining
or arelaxing evening out after a long week. (802) 772-7262 https://greybonnetkilington.com/

Gl’(“,)" Bonnet Inn

LIQUIDART
Sunday 6pm
RESTAURANT Open Mic Night
Thursday 6pm

BREAKFAST e e LUNCH ee DINNER

MONDAY & WEDNESDAY 8AM- OPM
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 8AM - 9PM
SAT - SUN - 7AM - 9PM

KILLINGTON, VT ¢ 802-422-2787 e LIQUIDARTVT.COM
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Nope....and I'm about to go

slip into my R.E.M. state. You
know... so | can drift out swiling
like a kitten in a cool remnant
of a dream.

Butlsuspect
you'regoing to RIS
tellmeanyway. '

| ment, the trees S
and rivers were
- | trees and rivers.
| During enlighten- 1

| ment, the trees and
| rivers were great
| spectacles of awe
I | and wonder. After
| enlightenwent, the
| trees and rivers M
| were frees and
| rivers.

\is are

Pon't you see? Before enlightenment,
| things are just... there. But then,

when we awaken to something deep-
| e, we start to see things differently

' ke there's deeper |FPERmR i
| meaning. It's always Vo you like the

been there but now we || Cure, cause... Fas-

| see something more cination Street?

Hmmwm - normally | |
would be amazed at this |
. but I'm feeling sovery |
enlightened.

—L

|| Wedon't speak Earthling

| Then after enlighten-
| ment, when we go back
| to seeing the trees and

[ Oh, look! 3 aliens frowm space!

| rivers as trees and

| rivers, we're still awar,
| of their beauty, but
| it’s... simpler.

Woodstock Vermont Film Series

FEB 22 & 23

STRAND RELEASING presents

Songs of Earth

A Fiv e MARGRETH OLIN

R —— = e &

d ' FROM EXECUTIVE FRODUCERS ™ v _._— d
LIV ULLMANN & WIM ﬁlBERS' T

BILLINGS FARM & MUSEUM

SHOWINGS AT 3:00 pm - SAT & SUN
billingsfarm.org/filmseries - 802-457-5303

WHOA! Hi aliens from space! /[« =« o
p [ W N
> %,

Killington . Earomes

market

S, PRODUCE & SEAFOOD

eerandwine
DELICATESSEN

(Boars llead | Pizza ~ Maple Syrup

KILLINGTON VERMONT'S
‘ BEST FOOD + DRINK s

HOMEMADE SPECIALS  STEAK BURGERS
BEST WINGS CHILI
SANDWICHES BBQ RIBS

EV SUPERCHARGERS
RENOVATED GAME ROOM

8 LOCALLY CRAFTED
BEERS ON DRAFT

POUDLY SERVING o©

LOCAL BEERS

FROM FIDDLEHEAD P C—"

SHELBURNE, VERMONT

6:30am- 11 Ppm

2023 KILLINGTON ROAD
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USASA Northern Vermont
Series Halfpipe Doubleheader
returns to Killington

\%/
2033

VT
Al
== Sunday, Feb. 23 at 10 a.m. — KILLINGTON — The USASA Northern Vermont Series
isbringing its Halfpipe Doubleheader to Killington Resort’s Timberline Park, offering
SUNKISSED FARM one of the last remaining halfpipe C(?mpetlthI:lS in Verr.nont. This evegt, athrowbackto
the early days of hand-shaped halfpipes, provides a unique opportunity for
e e

skiers and snowboarders to showcase their skills in a modified halfpipe.
DISPENSARY Athletes will compete in a best-of-two-runs format across two back-
to-back competitions. The top half of Timberline Park will be closed to

the public during the event, though spectators can access the park

0 u ’/‘ D e a l S a ’/'e B e t‘te ’/' via Header midway down the trail. Helmets are required for all par-

° ticipants, and all spectators must have a valid Killington lift ticket.

Competitor registration

G uarantee d is§65, withathletelift .. _

° tickets available for VAT
$40. Check-in runs TN S
from 8:30-9:15 a.m.
atRamshead Lodge,

followed by practice

4374 W Woodstock Rd, Open at9:15a.m.anda

: c Sunday-Saturday i i
Woodstock, VT 05091 o oy, rider meetingat
Gl A 9:50 a.m. The
event starts at
Our Menu NOT SAFE 10a.m.andis
s T FORKIDS expected to wrap up by
Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). For use by individuals 21 years of age and older or 3:30 p.m. with an awards Ceremony-
registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR . . . ..
BREASTFEEDING. Possession or use of cannabis may carry significant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law. It may not be For l‘engtI’aUOH and details, visit:
transporied outside of the state of Vermonl. The effects orcuunlc cannabis may be delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and 4

can impair cor ation, . and J Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to harm to the brain,
It 5 against the law lo drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. National Poison Conirol Center 1-800-222-1222, usasa.org.

Oscar-nominated ‘A Complete Unknown'’
screens at Woodstock Town Hall Theatre

ﬂn ac ‘\
Ra-‘ Friday, Feb. 21-Sunday, Feb. 22—WOODSTOCK — Film lovers in the area have an
opportunity to experience “A Complete Unknown,” the Academy Award-nominated film

e ' about Bob Dylan’s early rise to fame, on the big screen at the Woodstock Town Hall Theatre.

D l n n e r S p e Cl a l S The film wﬂlze shown}flor three screenings: Fr?day, Feb. 21, and Saturday, Feb. 22, at 7:30
Th U /fS x S U N p-m., and Sunday, Feb. 23, at 3 p.m.
Serving dinner Fridays & Saturdays 5-9pm Directed by James Mangold and starring Timothée Chalamet, Elle Fanning, and Edward
Reservations encouraged Norton, A Complete Unknown follows a 19-year-old Dylan as he arrives in New York City’s

Greenwich Village in 1961. With his revolutionary talent, Dylan forges relationships with
musiclegends and cements his place in folk history, culminating in a performance that
would reverberate worldwide.

With few movie theaters in the region, this screening provides a unique chance for au-
diences to see the highly acclaimed film in a classic theater setting. Tickets are on sale now.
The R-rated movie runs 2 hours and 20 minutes.

For moreinformation, visit: pentanglearts.org.

Open Daily at 11:30

Live Music
Fri. & Sat. @7:30 p.m.

Donal@;Shaughnessy,

H 1 Apres MTB/Hike
DESTINATION

Rte. 4 between Killington & Pico

802-775-7181 )
innatlongtrail.com
Rooms & Suites available

Courtesy Woodstock, Vermont
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‘Sing Sing’: When “To be or not to be’ turns
into more than a question

Director Greg Kwedar's film finds the humanity living
within the souls of men who society has locked away

Ifyou've heard of the film “Sing Sing,”
it'slikely due to the critical attention
placed onits twolead performances,
Colman Domingo, playing the real-life
"Divine G," and Clarence “Divine Eye”
Maclin, portraying a version of himself
in this true story of two incarcerated men
in New York’s Sing Sing prison.
Both actors are sensational

inthe film. Maclin serves as
co-writer of the movie, along
with director Kwedar. It's
those writing and directorial
decisions that set this film
apart from other prison
dramas.

The true story of John
“Divine G” Whitfield is he
spent25yearsin prison
for second-degree murder,
acrime he did not commit. While the
temptation to give Whitfield’s harrowing
story the standard biopic treatment is
high, Kwedar and co-writer Maclin have
different plans.

The injustice of beinglocked up for
aquarter ofa century for a crime you
didn’t commitis infuriating enough. The
factthat Whitfield spent 10 of those years
locked up, even when evidence came
tolight that he did not commit the mur-
ders, is the bluntreality of the American
justice system that tends tolook at those
incarcerated as criminals one way or
another.

Whitfield, a deejay and artist, saw
first-hand how prison dehumanizes and
made ithis purpose to do something
to help him and his fellow inmates.

He helped found the Rehabilitation
Through the Arts (RTA) program at Sing
Sing. Whatamounts to a theater troupe
for prisoners, the pro-

gram gives those
whowish to

Courtesy A24
“Sing Sing”
starring Col-
man Domingo
and Clarence
Maclin, isa
Jjourney ofthe

spirit.

Screens and
Streams

By James Kent

join ita purpose beyond their sentence.
Kwedar’s movie centers on this part
ofthe story, anditis a fascinatingand
enlightening endeavor that unearths the
humanity behind these prisoners, who
are more than their crimes.

The film focuses little on the reasons

that put these men in Sing Sing, but
we get to know these characters
throughout the film's economic
1-hour, 47-minute runtime.
In another stroke of the
film’s genius, the majority of
the actors in the movie are
prisoners who were members
of the RTA program, playing
versions of themselves. We
cansense their rawness as
actors and their authenticity.
Ifanything, the other actors
are so genuine that, at times, Domingo
stands out because he has classical
training the others do not. And thisisnot
adetriment; there is an air of superiority
inDomingo’s "Divine G." He’s a prisoner
like everyone else, but he knows he’s
the better actor, which makes for some
gripping drama when he recruits "Divine
Eye" Maclin to the RTA. Maclin plays
“Hamlet” in the mix-tape production
of several genres the troupe agrees to
perform. What starts as arivalry between
two very different men growsinto a
powerful friendship in two of the most
outstanding acting performances of the
year. Domingo, for his efforts, received
an Oscar nomination for Best Actor. It’s
too bad there wasn’t an additional slot
available in the supporting category to
include Maclin. His performanceis a
fieryrevelation, and we hope to see more
ofhimin future films.

Itis oflittle surprise that “Hamlet”
should play a critical role in the play.
Maclin and "Divine G" struggle with

the weight of their sentences, the
"whatifs" and the “what might
never be." Is there a worthwhile
existence
tobe
hadin
prison
when
the
rest

of society thinks you are nothing? The
film presents weighty matters, and the
filmmaking excellence of the castand
crew shows they are up to the task of
providing an answer. Ultimately, yes. No
matter what someone has done in life
toland them alife sentence, it is still life
and alife worth living. The production
gives these men a purpose beyond the
cellblock, and you can feel the genuine
importance the rehearsals play. If prison
ismeantto be a place of rehabilitation,
programs like the RTA provideit.

There are too many moments to
mention without spoiling the enjoyment
of this movie, and I found myself welled
up with emotion. These characters grew
onme.I cared for them and was sur-
prised athowmuch tension and drama
could be built up over mounting a play
production while in prison.

The stakes for these men go beyond
an opening night performance. The film
continually reminds us that these men
deal with other matters, like parole and
clemencyhearings, when notworking
onrehearsals. In these things, freedom
hangsin the elusive balance.

Cinematographer Pat Scola’s use of
16mm film and tight 1.66:1 frame zooms
inand out of shots often throughout the
movie, elongating or closing up space,
making us feel the claustrophobic tight-
ness of the prison walls. Other shots in
and around the prison provide arealism
missing from other prison movies. It’s
mundane. Sing Sing sits along the Hud-
son River, and to the unobserved, one
would notguess what occurs inside. It’s
a constantreminder that this waterside
compound is a place many ofits inhabi-
tants will never leave.

There are heartbreaking moments
in this movie that will anger you at the
injustice that comes to some, be it due
to their race or circumstance. However,
the film raises the eternal question in
"Divine Eye’s" Hamlet character. “To
be or notto be?” The movie posits two
prisons atwork for the men of Sing Sing:
the bars theylive behind and the ones
theyformin their minds. They do not
have control over one, but through art,
they can unlock the doors of the other.
"Tobe"is most decidedly the way for
these thespians.

James Kent is the
publisher’s assistant at
the Mountain Times and
the co-host of the
“Stuff We’ve Seen”
podcast at stuffwe-
veseen.com.

eat. drink. local.

Serving Locally Sourced Craft Beer
and a Range of Shareable, Casual
Foods Inspired by Local Farms

Open Wed-Sun at 4pm

(802)342-5469
135 Mountain Green Resort bldg 3.
133 E Mountain Rd
vermontcraft.net

STEAKHOUSE

to the classic American
5&(/‘@(%@(@5@

Join us for an inviting, upbeat atmosphere,

featuring thoughtfully crafted food made
with the highest quality steaks & chops,
fresh seafood, and seasonal produce.

O southsidesteakhouse.com

e (802) 772-7556

e 170 S Main Street, Rutland, VT
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Sndeank Productions brings snow
sculpting to Rutland’s Winterfest 2025

RUTLAND—Snowbank Productions, led by community snow sculptor Matt Morris, were in Depot Park in Rutland this
past Saturday, Feb. 15, preparing for the Snow Sculpting National Qualifier on Sunday, Feb. 16, a part of Rutland’s Winterfest
2025 celebration.

Morris, who has been creating impressive snow sculptures for years in his hometown of Waterloo, Ontario, is known for

Gotnews?
Emarnl us:

editor @mountaintimes.info

5 ®
PEG: "

Rutland Community Access

crafting towering snow structures from non-packing (dry) snow, which he carves into beautiful and intricate art.
His project will be part of the event’s celebration of winter fun.
Through Snowbank Productions, Motrris shares his journey and passion for snow sculpting on his website, offering free

resources, tutorials, and videos to inspire others to get creative with snow. Morris encourages people of all ages and skill

Create your own TV Show, cooking levels to try their hand at snow sculpting. His online Snow Sculpting Club and step-by-step guides make it easy for anyone
4 ‘), show, or learn how to use our to get started with snow carving using basic tools like a plastic knife.
f‘_';_‘,{\ i cameras to record an event. For more information, visit: snowbankproductions.weebly.com.
Talk Shows
2 Ja Cooking Shows
T.J\I Municipal Meetings
Education School Board Meetings
Political Forums and Debates
Sporting Events
Parades
Camera Training
Live Election Coverage
Local Weather Map

There’s something for everyone on PEGTV
pegtv.com 802-747-0151 Q)

(|

¢ By Pat Wise
C ov B ot 1 Matt & Lorna Morris of Waterloo, Ontario of Snowbank
ire ‘ onnet Inn productions with Dave Dothstein of Massachusetts teamed

Bar & Resturaunt *Come to enjoy up for snow sculpturing at Rutland's Winterfest.

3

Join us every Fridy and

Q R for the
Saturde ening

comp

*Friday Special - $20 for any
burger and a beer*®

Located at 831 Route 100 Killington, VT 057

Back

OUNTRY
ﬂ — CAFE
®

EGGS « OMELETTES - PANCAKES - WAFFLES
TAKE-OUT AVAILABLE
923 KILLINGTON RD. 802-422-4411

CHINESE GOURMET

HIBACHI
STEAKHOUSE

. g
nm:Way-up Killington/Access{Rd:
Openfor Indoor Dining, Take-Out and Delivery
vermontsushi.com+802.422.4241

Q!
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A classic rewind: PEGTV revives

Rutland’s history through
rediscovered video archives

By James Kent

For nearly 30 years, PEGTV has served as
Rutland County’s public access television
station, documentinglocal events, high school
sports, and community life. Executive Director
Tom Leypoldt, who has been with the station
for most of its existence, recentlyled a project
to digitize and preserve hundreds oflong-lost
videos—bringing a treasure trove of Rutland
history backto life.

Leypoldtremembers when PEGTV
operated from the basement of thelocal cable
station, where Comcast/Xfinityis currently
located on Route 7.In 1996, PEGTV moved to
the Stafford building, but space constraints
meant many archived recordings had to
be stored elsewhere. Dozens of boxes were
placed in the basement of the Longfellow
School building, where they remained forgot-
ten for over two decades.

Afewyears ago, occupants of the Longfel-
lowbuilding reached outto PEGTV, asking if
they wanted to retrieve the boxes before dis-
carding them. Unfortunately, a broken water
pipe damaged several of the recordings. At
first, Leypoldt assumed nothing was salvage-
able, buthe found a fewin pristine condition
among the moldy, deteriorated tapes.

Curious about their contents, Leypoldt
played the tapes on an old VCR and was sur-
prised by howwell some had held up. Among
them were classicrivalry football games
between Rutland High and MS]—recordings
he knew the community would want to see.
The collection also included VHS, 34-inch, and
Hi-8 tapes, requiring specialized equipment to
transfer them to digital format.

After careful planning, Leypoldt gathered

r == ST

the necessary converters and equipment to
begin the extensive digitization process. The
first test was simple—uploading a single video
to PEGTV’s YouTube channel to gauge inter-
est. The response was immediate. “Ididn’t
realize this project would have thismuch ofan
impact,’ Leypoldtsaid. People were thrilled to
see footage of past sporting events and eagerly
requested more.

Over the past two years, Leypoldtand
PEGTV Public/Education Coordinator Chel-
sea Vogel have worked tirelessly to digitize
and upload over 1,000 videos to PEGTV’s
YouTube channel. Under the "PEGTV: Sports
Rewind" playlist, viewers can watch historic
high school games (some featuring commen-
tary from legendary WSYB sports announcer
Jack Healy), while the "PEGTV: Video Vault"
offers a glimpse into Rutland’s past, featuring
footage of past Halloween parades and even
arare 16mm film capturinga WWI veterans’
welcome-home clambake at the Rutland
Fairgrounds.

For many, these videos are more than
justentertainment—they’re a connection to
the past. One particularly moving example
involved a 1985 interview with John Cioffredi
from the Rutland Parks and Recreation De-
partment. When his grandson, Dan, discov-
ered the footage, he was deeply touched, asiit
was the only known video ofhis grandfather.
“Itmakes itallworth it,” Leypoldt said, reflect-
ing on the emotional impact of the project.

PEGTV’s archival project continues
to grow, preserving Rutland’s history
for future generations. To explore the
collection, visit youtube.com/@PEGT-
VRutland.

ByJames Kent

(Top) PEGTYV Executive Director Tom Leypoldt demonstrated the video-to-digital transfer
process of the historic tape project. (Bottom left) A stack of VHS tapes sat on a shelf at PegTV,
waiting to undergo a digital transformation. (Bottom right) Footage of a CS] basketball game
underwent a digital transfer process at PEGTV on Friday, Feb. 14.

Bill’s
Landscapprng

GREEN MOUNTAIN DivisioN LLC

Services Offered
Tree Removal
Trail Building
Onsite Firewood Processing
Onsite Sawmill Services
Landscape Design and Consultation
Landscape Construction and Installation
Master Gardner Planning and Design
Arborist Services

Gardening Tip of the Week

Meet Advanced Master Gardener Laura Pratt. Laura combines her love for
nature and her passion to always enhance the environment with designing and
installing sustainable landscapes. Always keeping in mind how plants will help
local wildlife as well as keep an eye appealing look. Whether you are looking
to touch up a current landscape, add a completely edible landscape, or create a
s /’,9 perennial native wild flower garden, Laura will make sure it thrives.
GARDENER o

802-503-3787
Licensed and Insured
Bridgewater | Killington | Woodstock | Barnard | Plymouth and surrounding towns

KILLINGTON

& Wine Bar

There's nothing like us on the mountain.
From handcrafted dishes to perfectly paired wines,
we're redefining the apres-ski vibes.

Also serving Sunday Brunch 11am-4 pm.
Start your day right with brunch that's anything but basic!

Wednesday-Friday 5-10 p.m
Saturday 12 p.m- 10 p.m We take
Sunday Brunch 11-4, Dinner 4-8 reservations

(802) 353-6423

DM us on Instagram: @killingtonwinebar
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come to historicDowntown Rutland
to discover more dining, shopping, art and scenery

MURALS - SCULPTURE TRAIL - EVENTS « KIDS' MUSEUM - LIVE THEATRE & MORE!

VERMONT'S PREMIER
MENSWEAR DESTINATION

Quality menswear and exceptional
customer service for three generations

DOWNTOWN RUTLAND, VT
Monday - Saturday 9AM-5PM
(802) 773-7760
www.mcneilandreedy.com

Rutland Winterfest

Sledding down a city street turned into = N

a snowy hill, snowshoeing through the -
woods, human foosball, ice skating with \
Bigfoot, and more as over 40 partners t‘ /

unite each President’s Day week in ,
Rutland County to celebrate winter. v

Wonderfeet Kids' Museum
Interactive exhibits and events
dedicated to the lifetime love
of learning and discovery for
children of all ages.

Paramount Theatre

Paramount hosts national and
world-renowned performances in a
Victorian-era opera house setting.

a

éﬁéﬁmmmmﬁgﬁmmmﬂaﬁﬁﬁ

DOWNTOWN .COM

ALISON MCCULLOUGH

Real Estate

Home 5608@?‘ Home

Real Estatee Real People » Real Results
808 .747.6830

www.alisonmcculloughrealestate.com

29 Center Street,Downtown Rutland

Ll
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Divine - A store for the senses

Located on Center Street in Downtown Rutland,
Alison McCullough’s Divine is a place where you can
indulge all your senses.

“We value organic, sustainable clothing and eclectic
housewear goods. Born out of [my] Taurus Moon. A love
for comfort and luxury, scents that stir and evoke, things
that make you feel beautiful and allow you to delightin
this human experience. As in ‘it’s simply divine!”

Divine offers a selection of women’s clothing, jewelry,

accessories, unique home goods, and children’s gifts.
Whether you are shopping for yourself or someone else,
you are sure to find the perfectitem to brighten one’s day.

Don’t miss Divine’s 40% off storewide winter clothing
sale beginning Feb.15. It’s an amazing opportunity to
grab some luxurious winter essentials to stay cozy and
warm.

Located at 25 Center St. in Downtown Rutland.

For more information, visit: divineoncenter.com.

Courtesy Shandi Marie Photography

VERMONT

KIND

TOYS

MURALS « SCULPTURE TRAIL « EVENTS - KIDS' MUSEUM -« LIVE THEATRE & MORE!

For the latest on new businesses, event information, and downtown news, visit

DOWNTOWN .COM | BB
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Catamoeunt Fet Supplg

Compang, inle:

296 U.S. Route 4 East
Rutland Town, VT 05701 | 802-773-7642

MON. - FRI. 10°™ - 6:30°P™ & SAT. 102 - 5pm

Grooming by appointment | 802-773-7636

Rutl»é'n»d County Humane Society

Sky—5-year-old. Spayed
female. Domestic Shorthair.

Maya—>5-year-old.
Spayed female. English
Pointer mix.

Daisy—3-year-old.

Rutland County Humane Society
765 Stevens Road, Pittsford, VT - (802) 483-6700
Tues.-Sat. 11a.m.-4 p.m.

Closed Sun. & Mon. - www.rchsvt.org

Sunshine—5-month-
old. Spayed female. Domes-
tic Shorthair.

(=2
CHESTER
' ALY
Chester—3-year-old. Neutered male. Treeing
Walker Coonhound.

Tyrone—2-year-old.
Neutered male. Hound mix.

Tucker—1-year-old.
Neutered male. Pit Bull
Terrier.

Luna—4-year-old. Spayed female. Domestic
Longhair.

Lucy Mackenzie Humane Society
4832 VT-44, Windsor, VT - (802) 484-5829
*By appointment only at this time. lucymac.org

Spayed female. Pitbull mix.

ROSCOE

Maggie—2.5-year-old.
Spayed female. Pit Bull
Terrier.

Mischief—1-year-old.
Spayed female. Pit Bull
Terrier mix.

Piggy—2-year-old. Spay
appointment set. Pit Bull.

Beau—2-year-old.
Neutered male. Domestic
Shorthair.

Springfield Humane Society
401 Skitchewaug Trail, Springfield, VT- (802) 885-3997

*Open by appointment only. spfldhumane.org
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Aries
March 21 - April 20

t’s ok if you need to go into hiber-

nation this week. It’s been a trying
couple of months to say the least.
You’ve been grinding through despite
progress being painfully slow. If you
need a rest, then take it. It’s import-
ant that you don’t stop or throw in the
towel. What has been hard for you
recently will be your biggest blessing
in the not-too-distant future. But for
now, you’ve earned the right to rest
up a little bit. You’ll need it.

m Taurus

f some friendships or groups and

communities you are involved with
have been teetering on the edge, this
week could be an important turning
point. You value loyalty and stabili-
ty, and serious Saturn has been pres-
sure-testing the meaning of friend-
ship. You will soon discover who in
your life is there for a reason, a sea-
son, or a lifetime. Consider making
the breaks you need. Recommit to the
ones you go the distance for you.

,kﬁ Gemini

aving serious Saturn in your

Career Zone has been a grind,
to say the least. This week, Saturn
goes further than he’s been in the
past two years. Thus, what has been
slow and stagnant finally gets mo-
mentum. You just need to keep the
faith and don’t let the pressure or
challenges from the recent past hold
you back from the growth and suc-
cess you desire. Keep pushing, and
the results will come. Don’t forget to
keep the faith as well!

t really is now time for you to dream

a bigger dream than you’ve been
dreaming. Your goals and aspirations
to lead a larger life have recently felt
harder or out of reach. In part, you’ve
had to shed some of your self-sabo-
taging beliefs and work on your confi-
dence. Keep moving towards the path
that continues to call you. Living a life
of meaning and purpose and commit-
ting to the path is what you need to do
now. Make a wish and believe.

Empowering you to lead a divinely inspired life.

S Cancer
i June 21-July 20

You’ve been challenged in the area
of intimacy in recent years. This
could be a commitment to a relation-
ship, your finances, your own devel-
opment, and your self-awareness.
You don’t have to know the outcome
before you can have trust and faith
that things will work out. One thing is
for sure: unless you dive into oceans
of the unknown, you’ll have no idea
what buried treasures within you may
discover. Go in the direction that you
fear the most. It will reward you.

Virgo
August 21 - September 20

here is no escaping the topic of re-

lationships for you now, whether
personal, professional, or both! The
past two years have been a pressure
cooker for you. However, you’ll now
move into a cycle of more clarity and
commitment — if that is what you
want. A big part of this is letting go of
the ways you think love should be and
double down on what it could be. Seek
progress, not perfection.

Libra

September 21 - October 20

Very soon, your ruling planet, Ve-
nus, will go backward in your Re-
lationship Zone. This may seem scary
at first glance, but it really is about you
leveling up your desire. What do you
want? What don’t you want? How can
you express that in a functional way?
Start giving this some thought. Not ev-
erything has to be dandy all of the time
for love to be exactly how it’s meant to
be.

Scorpio

,C &
A ¢‘3 &, October 21 - November 20

he most important task for you now

is to commit to joy. This might be
having more fun doing what you en-
joy doing. It might be deciding to take
a new relationship to the next level or
realizing that a fun and flirty experience
won’t go the distance. You’re going to
see all that you haven’t been able to see
clearly with a whole lot more clarity. As
such, choices need to be made. Be real-
istic yet hopeful.

Leo Sagqittarius
&6

our home life is going to take the

bulk of your focus now. It’s been
a hard road the past couple of years
regarding the domestic bliss you’ve
longed for. For the most part, that is
behind you now, and you need to con-
sider what your family life will look
like moving forward. A conversation
can help you get back on track in a
very overwhelming area. Do remain
optimistic despite the challenges.

. Capricorn
= December 21 - January 20,

sore point within a key relation-
hip will begin easing this week.
However, you may have to do anoth-
er round before things improve. The
worst is over, though. If you can com-
mit to gentle and open communication
about how you feel this week, you’ll
be well-poised for wonderful bless-
ings in a few months. What has been
stuck or stagnant gets a cosmic green
light. Keep moving forward.

e’ & Aquarius
A January 21 - February 20

very now and then, we go through
hases where life feels like we
have to double our efforts yet only
reap half the result. If that has been
the case for you so far in 2025, things
will begin to shift. That said, don’t
take your efforts for granted. Hard
work combined with confidence and
self-belief is what it takes to achieve
what it is that you want. Don’t give
in or give up now. The best is yet to
come.

>Tume Pisces
- —»  February 21 -March 20

This week, start evaluating what
is important to you. This could
be your priorities, attitude to fun,
joy, and happiness. It could also be
an issue with a romantic situation or
children. Define what your line is.
What are you willing to compromise
on, and what are you not? This isn’t
really your natural method of oper-
ation. That said, boundaries are the
key to the happiness you want. Hon-
or them now, and the blessings will
come shortly!

"~ Building energy

Cassandra has studied astrology for about 20 years. She is an international teacher of astrology thﬁas beenpubllshedaall verthe gl

e

for change

It’s safe to say that the New Year
periodis over. It'sbeen arather
arduous start to 2025. While the
calendar tells us we are close to

the third month, the planets are Cosmic

still very much embedded in their Catalogue

previous cycles. By Cassandra
Atfirst glance, this is frustrating Tyndall

and not very conducive to progress
and productivity. When youlook deeper into the energetics
of things, there is a method in the madness.

You see, the sooner you fall behind, the longer it takes
to catch up. Right now, planets are hovering in positions
where they are garnering energy to shift and shake things
up. Then are other planets who are entering territory they’ve
yetto conquer.

To say the energy is palpable is an understatement. To
say that we are on the cusp of significant and unprece-
dented change would be to state the obvious. No doubt,
you're probably feeling weary but also curious about what
could be.

This week, an extended exhale is required. An exhale
of relief, but not complacency. Appreciate how far you've
come, but know there is so much further to go. You haven’t
come this far to come this far.

RUTLAND’S PREMIERE YOGA &
PILATES STUDIO

TRUEYOGA

VERMONT

22 WALES STREET, RUTLAND

Go online to see our full schedule:
trueyogavermont.com

@trueyogavt

©-0

/Ue&/neér Center

LIMITED TIME

INTRO SPECIAL:

$10 FOR'10/DAYS
UNLIMITED CLASSES

SCAN CODE LINK:

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED WHERE THE KILLINGTON ACCESS RD MEETS US-4
2363 US-4, KILLINGTON | 802-558-0547 | KBCKBC.COM | KILLINGTONBOOTCAMP@GMAIL.COM
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KW _ KW VERMONT | PEAK PROPERTY GROUP

Specializing In Ideal Properties Close To
KILLINGTON, OKEMO OR WOODSTOCK!

VERMONT | PEAK
Loxuny | 8RR

PEAK PROPERTY GROUP RECENT SOLDS 2024

13 High Street,
Woodstock
Sold: $935K

" 4772 Route 100,
: Plymouth
For Sale: $530K

East Woodstock Rd, ¥ 61 Gorham
Woodstock . . o ) e - Bridge Rd,
Sold: $470K The Killington Deli/802 Spirits VT/Citgo Moguls Iconic Killington Restaurant Pub Proctor

- Sold: 4/1/24 Sold: 4/17/24 Sold: $305K

181 Upper Round 4726 Route 100,
Top Rd, Plymouth
Plymouth Sold: $474K
Sold: $500K -

164 Floral Drive, Killignton 213 Alran Road. Killingt
Sold: $662.5K Sold: $500K ©

verW | pEAK LIVE WHERE YOU PLAY!
DR = LOCAL & WORLDWIDE REAL ESTATE COMPANY

SKI ON/SKI OFF AT TOPRIDGE-PRIME PRIME KILLINGTON LOCATION-RARE & UNIQUE COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY
KILLINGTON LOCATION!

On 2+ Acres! This iconic property was formally the beloved
Pasta Pot & later the world-record holding Dream Maker

Fﬁgy\/?g\;ssrgANDﬂ Bakers. The restaurant has held a permit for 99 seats indoor.
rom this The property affords indoor & outdoor RIVERSIDE seating.
3 bed/4 bath gorgeous Endless potential

multi-level townhouse

here right off of
w/outdoor hot tub. high traffic, scenic
Strong rental poten- VT US Route 4
tial! Act fast on this in the heart of

slopeside gem! Killington. Bring

your ideas &
schedule your tour
today! $700K

$1,780,000

e Okemo Harry’s Café 5534 Route 100,
1613 Woodstock Road, New Low PI};CC 329K Plymouth
Woodstock Turnkey Restaurant on 1 Acre. Direct to VAST
Turnkey 3 Bed, 1.5 BA Plus 4.5 acre lot attached. The o 4 Bed, 2BA
For Sale: $599K restaurant features 70 seats 5 > ‘:?‘u r For Sale: $479K 18

total with 8 seats at the bar. All
equipment works including new
coolers & ice machine. Renovat-
ed in 2018-Heat, Plumbing &
Electrical. Successfully operated
for 35 years. Plenty of parking.
Possibilities abound! Motivated
Sellers.

VTPROPERTIES.NET

vetthr | Pk I8 Wiy I 5L 802.353.1604

Ly | 7SR I == KA [ 1995 Route 4, Killington VT
59 Central Street, Woodstock VT

Broker Spanos Cimadon Marni@PeakPropertyRealEstate.com
802.353.1604 802.345.0693 860.681.9302

Marni Rieger Mlliém Lindsay
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Courtesy Billings Farm & Museum

Billings Farm & Museum opens registration for summer camps

WOODSTOCK — Billings Farm & Museum invites young explorers to experience the from9a.m.t012:30 p.m.
excitement of farm life through its immersive summer day camps. These camps, designed Junior Farmer Camp (Ages 8-11) offers a full-day immersive experience where campers
for children ages 6-11, provide hands-on experiences in animal care, gardening, and food will take on the role of a farmer, caring for cows, chickens, sheep, and goats while learning
systems, offering an engaging way to learn about Vermont’s agricultural heritage. the daily responsibilities of farm life. Activities include egg collection, calf care, gardening,

Billings Bookworms Camp (Ages 6-8) is a half-day program for young farm enthusi- and creative projects such as tie-dyeing with plant-based dyes and weaving potholders.
asts who love storytelling and hands-on exploration. Campers will connect stories about Campers will also participate in a pizza-making party featuring fresh ingredients from the
farming, nature, and animals to interactive activities, including caring for chickens, goats, farm. Sessionsrun July 7-11, July 14-18, July 28-Aug. 1, and Aug. 4-8 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
sheep, and cows. Daily themes introduce gardening, farm animals, and creative projects For more details and registration, visit: billingsfarm.org/billings-bookworms or billings-

like exploring tractors and the Farmstead Gardens. Sessions run June 23-27 and July 21-25 Jarm.org/junior-farmer-camp.

Weel\ﬂAg Sessions:

BEARS (ages 7-8): FARM & WILDERNESS
June 23-27 SUMMER CAMPS SINCE 1939

BOBCATS (ages 9-11):

June 30-July 11 Farm & Wilderness Conservation
LS e 206 is seeking contracted boat access greeters for the Woodward
July 21-Aug 1 Reservoir and Lake Ninevah Aquatic Invasive Species Pre-

vention Programs. Greeters provide courtesy boat checks and

collect important data about boater use and visitation.

Kindling creativity through the
transformative power of theater

in the magic of the woods . -
$21/Hour Paid Training

Temporary Contracted Flexibility in schedule
Work Season: May- but weekend days
October required

L For more information and to inquire,
theaterinthewoodsvt.o rg L G UL Hpls please email conservation@farmandwilderness.org or call 802-422-3761

RT. 140, TINMOUTH!
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Theater in the Woods camp
brings creativity to nature

TINMOUTH — Deep in the forests of
Vermont, young performers craft their own
original plays—noton a stage, butamong
the trees. Theater in the Woods camp
offers a unique summer experience where
children ages 7-16 collaborate to write, re-
hearse, and perform plays in animmersive
natural setting.

Sinceits founding in 2016, Theater in the
Woods Vermont Co. has welcomed children
of all backgrounds, encouraging creativity
and confidence whether or not they con-
sider themselves “theater people.” Campers
engage with the natural world, guided by
trained counselors who foster a spirit of col-
laboration and inclusivity. The experience
builds friendships, personal growth, and
adeeper connection to nature—all while
creatinglive theater in an unforgettable
outdoor environment.

“The entire environment at Theater in
the Woodsiislike no other,” one camper
shared. “I'was able to collaborate with
othersinawayIdidn’t think possible. I
was able to harness myinner actress, artist,
musician, student, and friend” Another
camper echoed the sentiment, saying, “Two
weeks isn'tlong enough. Camp should be
longer”

This year, Theater in the Woods moves
toanewlocation in Tinmouth, offering
expanded opportunities in a setting that
features woods, water, and alarge barn
forindoor activities. Hosted by one of the
organization’s founders, Rainbow Squier,
the new space will allow for year-round pro-
gramming, including adult workshops and
seasonal productions in the fall and spring.

For moreinformation, visit: theaterinthe-
woodsvt.org.

Courtesy Theater in the Woods Vermont
Young performers at Theater in the Woods camp in Tinmouth, Vermont, collaborate to
create original plays in a unique natural setting. The camp fosters creativity, confidence,
and a deeper connection to nature for children ages 7-16.

Learn to flip, fly, juggle, and clown!
Join us at our overnight camp in Greensboro, VT

SUMMER 2025

May 31

June 8-9

June 15-20
June 22-July 4
July 6-18

Smirkling for a Day Age 5-12
Age 6-12
Age 8-16
Age 8-16

Age 12-18
Age 12-18
Age 12-18

Smirkling Overnight
All Levels Circus Camp
All Levels Circus Camp
Intermediate Camp

Road Show

SIGN UP AT

SMIRKUS.O0RG

July 6-August 9
July 20-August 8 Advanced Camp

*scholarships available*

A unique summer camp for
boys, ages 10-14, in the heart
of Vermont's Green Mountains.

Call for full brochure 802-855-8661.

tipi living * nature crafts

hiking * wilderness skills
canoeing * backpacking

archery ¢ atlatls & "hawks
swimming * cooperative  _
work & play ¢ and much more k

"

1, 2, 3, 4, & 6-week sessions

nighteaglewilderness.com
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When is the right time
Summer camp provides children with weeks of entertainment, camaraderie, and
opportunities to learn and grow. It also offers a welcome respite for parents and other

caregivers from having to provide recreation for kids during summer vacation, especially

ifthose kids will be attending a sleepaway camp.

Many children are emotionally ready to attend camp
between ages 8 and 10, but many day camps provide services
for asyoung as 4. Some children need a little more time to
mature. Parents may think they have plenty of time to investi-
gate camps. Chances are, if the weather has already warmed
and summer vacation is on the horizon, it's already too late to
getkids into most summer camps.

According to HealthyChildren.org, a division of the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics, itis important to start researching
summer camps as soon as possible. Many start booking as
early as January of the current term year.

Furthermore, popular programs fill up quite fast. Even
though summer weather may be furthest from one's mind
in the middle of winter, this is the time when summer camp
decisions must be made.

Start by asking for recommendations from others. This
approach is difficult because many people are very protective of their camp choices,
especially if the programs are particularly popular. They may not be inclined to give up
the secrets to their favorites, especially if that means kids will have to compete for limited
spots. Parents also should conduct an internet search of camps in the area and look at
online reviews and ratings.

Find outif the American Camp Association accredits the camp. This will not guaran-
tee arisk-free environment, but ACA accreditation is a better bet for providing a safe and
nurturing camp.

Price also may be a factor in the camp decision. Camps are not all priced the same, so
some math may be required to determine the best value. Location also can be a consid-

eration. Having to drive a long distance away for camp can be a deterrent to some people.

Restassured that families who are alittle late to the game may be able to find summer
camp accommodations. But they may have to make some concessions.

Ifyou are planning on summer camp for your child, the time to start planning is now.

At the neighboring Killington Parks
and Recreation, summer camp
plans are beginning to take shape.
Registration opens on Wednesday,
March 5, for Killington residents,
second homeowners, and KPAA
business members. Registration
for non-Killington residents will
open on Monday, March 10.

to look into summer camp?

Slots are filling up fast

Although the calendar may show February, summer camp availability is already
narrowing. Case in point: there is already a waitlist for summer day camps at Rutland
Recreation and Parks.

"Our summer day camps are a very popular offering,
and we consistently reach capacity each year, taking up to
150 kids. Given the high demand, this has become a pre-
dictable trend," said Rutland Rec's Brittany Malmgren.

Malmgren mentioned the Rutland area does have
additional summer offerings for families, including pro-
grams through the Boys & Girls Club, Tapestry, and other
surrounding recreation departments. And there are still
openings with the Rutland Rec's Camp Maverick (ages
12-14.)

Atthe neighboring Killington Parks and Recreation,
summer camp plans are beginning to take shape. Reg-
istration opens on Wednesday, March 5, for Killington
residents, second homeowners, and Killington Pico Area
Association (KPAA) business members.

Registration for non-Killington residents will open on
Monday, March 10. Once registration fills up, parents may register their child(ren) for the
waitlist, and the Killington Parks and Recreation Center will reach out if a spot becomes
available.

Killington plans for two summer camp options for campers ages 4-13. Camp Loads
of Fun will be for campers ages 4-10, featuring swim lessons, free swim, arts and crafts,
field games, field trips, and participation in the Sherburne Memorial Library's summer
reading program.

The Green Mountain Explorers will be for campers ages 10-13 and include excursions
outside the Johnson Recreation Center and activities at the center.

While summer camp can be an engaging and fun experience for children, it's also
essential to research options and register soon while spaces are still available.

For additional information on Killington Parks and Recreation summer camps, visit:
killingtonrec.com.

Courtesy Metro Creative
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Artistree summer camp
registration opens on March 1

SOUTH POMFRET — Artistree Community Arts Center is gearing up for another exciting

season of summer camps, running from June 23 through Aug. 22. With a wide range of
morning, afternoon, and full-day camp options, Artistree provides creative experiences for
children of all ages.

Registration opens on Saturday, March 1, at 9 a.m., and camps tend to fill quickly. Fam-
ilies are encouraged to login or create an account in advance at artistreevt.org to ensure
asmooth registration process. A non-refundable deposit is required upon registration.
Refunds, minus the deposit, are available up to 14 days before the camp start date.

For added flexibility, Artistree offers a payment plan that allows families to pay the
remaining balance in three equal installments, due on April 1, May 1, and June 1. Payments
are automatically charged to the card on file, with no additional fees for selecting the plan.

For full camp details, FAQs, and registration, visit: artistreevt.org/summer-camps.

Submitted
Artistree Community Arts Center's summer camps run June 23-Aug. 22, with registration
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opening March 1.

June'25
THROUGH

Aug.'25

8:30 AM
until
5:00 PM
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SUMMER

CAMP LOADS

OF FUN
OUTDOOR DAY GREEN MOUNTAIN
( M P S EXPLORERS CAMP
A ‘ SPECIALTY
CAMPS

Resident registration opens
March 5th and Non-resident
registration opens March 10th

WEEKLY OR SPECIAL DAILY
ALL SUMMER TRIPS AND SWIM
SIGN-UPS ACTIVITIES LESSONS

KILLINGTONREC.COM

recdirector@killingtontown.com
802-422-3241, opt. 4

:DUPPO’fr'vc \%h”—

(.;omrnunftﬂ OI‘I'CI'!tcd N hif{j'— \gc\ Falth Based

/;f? Bct%any Nirches Cam

WHO WE ARE A community of love where kids are nurtured
and encouraged. A really fun place where the wilderness around
us is explored. A place to meet & develop faith.

Located in the heart of the Green Mountains in Plymouth, Vermont.

Offering week long overnight and day camps for ages
6-16, and leadership sessions for ages 14-16.

Your child will learn new skills, make friends,
challenge themselves and grow!

Sliding Scale from $170 - $840 for a week of
camp makes camp affordable for all.

802-672-5220 « www.bethanybirches.org/summer-camps

SUMMER FARM CAMPS

June, July & August
Billings Bookworms (Ages 6- 8)= Jumor Farmer (Ages 7—10)

69 OLD RIVER ROAD = WOODSTOCK, VI
BILLINGSFARM.ORG = 802-457-2355

BILLINGS

«  FarM&MUSEUM
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a major ice storm?

The Northeast has experienced signif-
icantice storms throughout history, and
we may be due for another one. Though we
see icing in many winter storms, including
recent ones, major ice storms cause wide-
spread damage to forests and infrastructure
and occur in the Northeast every 15 to 25
years. Our mostrecent one was in 2008.
However, warming climate
trends are increasing the .,,v\w"
frequency and intensity of ice

the forest.

The last major ice storm occurred in 2008
and affected southern New Hampshire,
northern Massachusetts, Vermont, and
parts of Maine. The stormresulted inice
accumulation up to 1 inch, damaging hun-
dreds of thousands of acres of forests and
causing power outages to over a

million homes and business-
\[‘ es. Tenyears earlier, it was one of
New England’s most devastating

storms and shifting the risk to J Y ice storms; the 1998 ice storm
different regions and seasons. ¢ . causedan estimated $1 billion

Ice storms occur when rain in damage across the region,
falls during subfreezing tem- 7\ ,\“‘ affecting over 17 million acres.
peratures, freezing to surfaces Ice accumulation in most areas
on contact. The Outside was over 12 inches, which

Ice accumulation can dam- Story caused widespread tree damage
age trees by causing branches By Jen Weimer and massive power outages that

to bend, crack, or break. The

severity of the damage de-

pends on the amount of ice,

wind, and the storm’s duration. Ice accu-
mulation between1/4to1/2 inch can cause
small branches and weaklimbs to break,
while accumulations of 1/2to 1 inch can
cause larger branches to break.

Most tree damage from ice storms occurs
in hardwood stands. Softwood trees are
more adept atbending under the weight
of the ice, while hardwood branches break
more easily. In the Northeast, birch and
maple sustain the most damage.

Damaged trees are susceptible torot,
which travels slowly from the damaged
branchesinto the tree’s stem. Once injured,
trees also become more susceptible to sec-
ondary stressors such as insects and disease
pathogens. Though physical damage is
immediately apparent, these other stressors
can take decades to kill the tree. A study at
the Hubbard Brook Experimental Forest
found changes in forest structure following
anice storm. Researchers found almost
five times the number of branches fell to
the ground than in a typical year. They also
measured an increase in canopy openness,
which let two to three times more light into

lasted for weeks.
The 1998 storm had a signif-

icantimpact on forests. Beech
trees already weakened by beech bark dis-
ease were hit particularly hard. Sugarbush-
esinnorthern New York, where between
2 and 4 inches ofice had accumulated,
suffered damage to trees and tubinglines.
This decreased the output of maple syrup
production the following year. According
to the North American Maple Project,
sugarbushes in Vermont were less severely
affected than non-sugarbush maple stands
with much smaller trees. Lower-elevation
sugarbushes with larger but fewer sugar
maple stems were also more resistant to the
storm.

The storms of 1998 and 2008 were no-
table but not unusual. Early records show
severe tree damage across New England
fromice storms as early as 1886. The impact
on infrastructure at this time was limited,
however, due to sparse development and a
lack of modern utilities. Significant regional
damage also occurred in New England in
1921, with reports of road and rail disrup-
tions. Only eightyears later, in 1929, anoth-

er storm hit Massachusetts, Vermont, and
Outside Story > 54

Neighborhood concept of the ‘50s and ‘60s

Young people in Rutland City experi-
enced a true a “neighborhood concept” as
they were growing up backin the ‘50s and
‘60s.

There were neighborhood schools, play-
grounds, tennis courts and skating rinks.

Backin that time period, most families
had only one car. For thatreason children
walked to school and to activities with
their friends. Parents were fine
with that since safety concerns
found in today’s world did not
existback then.

In Rutland City elementary
schools were spread through-
out the city. There was Dana
School on East Center Street,
Kingsley School on Pine Street,

Y

shows, scavenger hunts and many other fun
events. At the end of the season a gigantic
field day was held and the playgrounds
competed against one another in various
games.

For children who wanted to play tennis
in the ‘50s and ‘60s there were two courts:
one at the Rotary Field on North Street and
another at White's playground at the end of
Avenue B. Children could take lessons

aswell as play on their own. Backin
the middle ‘50s the Rotary Club

donated sixracquets for the chil-
dren to use. By 1956, plans were
being made for two tennis courts
at White’s playground. They were
areality by 1960. The Recreation
Dept. offered free tennis lessons

Longfellow on Church Street, Looking for children at both courts. Around
and the following schools Back 60 youngsters took advantage of
that were named for the street By Mary Ellen them each summer. By the ‘70s the
onwhich theywere located, Shaw Meadow Street playground had

namely: Park, Lincoln, and

Watkins. There were also

three Catholic elementary schools: Christ
the King, St. Peter and Immaculate Heart

of Mary. Those three schools were spread
throughout the city but were within walking
distance for most students.

Aswe walked to school the number of
studentsincreased as we passed class-
mates’ homes and theyjoined the group.
We always arrived at school on time which
meant we were probably told not to “dil-
ly-dally” sowe didn’t!

When school was out for the sum-
mer children could go to neighborhood
playgrounds that offered a variety of fun
options. In 1950 there were actually 10
playgrounds in the city: Dana School, Deer
Street, Rutland High School field, Kingsley
School, Meadow Street, Meldon School,
Park Street School, Rotary, Stratton Road
and Watkins School.

What did kids do at the playgrounds?
Their days were filled with arts and crafts,
dogand cat shows, watermelon eating con-
tests, costume parades, bike parades, doll

tennis courts and children in that
neighborhood could enjoy them.

Winter also had a role in neighborhood
connections over the years. When Iwas
achild backin the ‘50s the only skating
rink was at Rotary on North Street. Other
sections of Rutland wanted rinks closer
to home. By the time I was in high school
in the ‘60s there was arink and warming
hut at White’s playground. It was near my
cousin Betty’s, home so my parents would
bring me there and we would walk to the
rink. Other neighborhood teens would
join us for a fun time on the ice. By the ‘70s
Meadow Street Park also had a skating rink
and kids from that section of Rutland had
aplace to meet their friends and have fun
skating. Giorgetti Park on Oak St. Extension
also opened arinkin the late “70s extend-
ing the neighborhood concept to four parts
of the city.

Keep in mind that “backin the day” kids
walked to alot more places than they do
today. My walk to Christ the King School
was about a mile. My walk to MS] was close
to 2 miles... but it was only uphill one way!
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A gift horse

My sonmade a claim recently that I disput-
ed. Itwas something outrageous about how
much money athletes were making playing
basketball outside of the NBA. He cited a
social media-driven league T had no knowl-
edge of and then boasted that most of the
players were making millions of dol-
lars. WhenI questioned his primary
sources for this information, he
scoffed, suggesting I should just
believe him at his word.

There’snot a week that goes
by where I don’t say to my son,
“You've got a supercomputer
inyour pocket. Useit!” And

The Movie

atmy desk atwork, engrossed in a project. I
knewwhen the alert sounded thatI'had to
reactimmediately, so Istood up, determined
tohead to the florist for an appropriate gift. As
Iapproached the door toleave, ayoung man
was entering, holding, ironically, alarge
bouquet of flowers. He asked me if
could sign for them, which I did.
And then, I dutifully carried them
to my coworker’s office.
Iopened my coworker’s door
and, with a big smile on my face,
proclaimed, “Someone hasa
secretadmirer!” Her reaction,
however, was completely unex-

so, in this instance, I insisted pected. She hesitantlyreached
helookup theleague and find Diary into the bouquet, pulled out the
any official reference to how By card, readit, and then tossed it
much the players were making. Dom Cioffi into the garbage. “Throw them

This, apparently, was too much
trouble.

With the advent of Almodels
that can comprise the entirety of the internet,
there’s really no reason not to know every-
thing. It took me minutes to substantiate what
I'had previously surmised, and when Iwent
to my son with the information, he scoffed at
me again. (There are only so many times you
can pull the “Itold youso” card with your kid
before they simply stop listening.)

My smartphone is a great communication
tool, but my true love for the device comes
from the database of informa- tion
thatit gives me access to. I was
trying to cobble together some
old stereo equipmentrecent-
ly, and when the turntable
would not function with
thereceiver, I simply asked
ChatGPTwhatIneeded
to do to make it work.
Within seconds, T had
my answer.

Before the internet,
thatwould have taken
immense readingand
research, and even then, you weren’t
guaranteed the correct answer. You weren’t
even assured success with a standard Google
search since you had to rely on someone prior
toyou having the same unique issue. Al, how-
ever, can figure out complexissues even when
there are no exact source materials based on
that specific question.

But ofall the functionality my smartphone
offers, it’s the calendar app I deem most
valuable. Between my work and personal life,
I'have an immense number of activities and
deadlines to meet. Without constant remind-
ers and updates from my calendar, Iwould
structurally fall apart.

This past week, my alerts for Valentine’s
Day began to go off. The first alert went off five
days prior just to get me thinking about it. The
second alert went off three days prior to help
me remember that my window to react was
closing. And the final alert went off the day
before to remind me, “This is your last shot”

When the final alert went off, Iwas sitting

away,” she demanded.
I'thenlearned she had an
ex-boyfriend who was consistently
harassing her. She had been spurning his
advances since their breakup and was visibly
shaken by his latest attempt.

Ilooked atthe bouquet and, given the size
and girth, assessed itto be a $175 purchase. I
thenlooked at my coworker and, with a hint
of shame, offered to buy the flowers from her.
She rebuked my offer and insisted thatIjust
take them.Itold herI couldn’tdo that; Ihad to
reciprocate in some fashion. We finally came
to an agreement thatI would buy her break-
fast from McDonald’s the following day,

whichIdutifully did for less

than $10.
Needless to say, my wife
awoke to a magnificentbou-
queton Valentine’s Day. She
was thrilled but taken aback.
“You usually give me a single
rose,” she stated while staring in
awe at the abundance of flowers.
“Sitdown,” Iinsisted. “I've gotan
interesting story to tellyou.’
My coworker’s story, unfor-
tunately, sounded a bitlike this
week’s film, “It Ends with Us,” where
aonce-promisingrelationship turns darkand
distressing.

Blake Lively stars as ayoung woman
who falls into a relationship with a seem-
ingly perfect man. But when situations
arise and mysteries are uncovered, that
ideal man turns into the perfect enemy.

The story of a controlling partner is not a
new one. Unfortunately, “It Ends with Us”
does nothing to make the topic intrigu-
ing or dramatic. Instead, it simply hovers
around odd and pathetic.

Don’t bother with this one unless the
current drama between the central star
and director is something you're interested
in.

An overbearing “C-” for “It Ends with
Us” isnow available to stream on Amazon
Prime Video.

Got a question or comment for Dom?
You can email him at moviediary@att.net.

Braaping through the woods

It's completely rare, but we left Killington
this past week. We went skiing—at another
resort. We always joke that we all get this
Beast365 with the Ikon attached, butrarely
venture out of town to use it until our west
coastvacation. Imean, there are several
iKonresorts in Vermont, but you
seldom hear of Killington folk
making the journey.

So, while we did take a few
runs at Stratton, it took us
about 90 minutes toride every
openlift once. Butitwas justa
pitstop on our much-anticipat-
ed adventure. We really went

mountain. That’s my favorite—something
we thankfully have plenty of in the Tweed
River Snow Travelers jurisdiction (Pitts-
field).
Iride snowmobiles more vigorously
than Iski, whichis funny.Ilike to be
silly on my skis, but something about
snowmobiles gets my fires burn-
ing. Maybe it’s the sweet smell of
two-stroke revving my own sys-
tems. Perhaps I was really sup-
posed to be a snowmobiler who
grew up skiing. It just feels right,
and I am serious aboutbusiness
when I get that sled moving. We

south toride the V.A.ST. trails Living the ride. And we ride hard.

maintained by the Shaftsbury Dream I'm pretty sure I go fasterin

SnowPilots & Woodford Sno- . the turns than on the straight-

Busters. Because snowmobil- B Atz aways, butnever faster than the
Sherman

ingisawesome!

Ilove snowmobiling. You've
got two skis up front that carve
like a dream. I ride dual carbide skis, so
there are literally two metal edges grabbing
the snow on each one. They carve better
than anyrace skiI've ever been on; Idon’t
care who tuned them. The carbides digin,
and youride thoserails around the turn
with no hint of doing anything butrolling
over. Those skis are not going to give.

Then, you can throw the tail around as
hard or smoothly as you want to. You can
whip that track around or digitin deep for
asweet carve —just like a mountain bike
tire buta whole lotwider. It depends on the
texture of the snow and the tightness of the
turn, but man, is it super fun when you get
braapingthrough a tight section flyingup a

35 mph speed limit. I love manip-

ulating that machine, throwing
my body left and right to make
the movements and keeping my thumb on
the throttle. It’s like skiing— without the
chairlift breaks. Like single-track mountain
biking, without having to work hard on the
uphills. Like motorcycles, because it’s got
amotor and we canride for 50-200 miles a
day. But with snow!

My favorite part of snowmobiling is

the adventure. We ride primarily at night
because, well, you know, lift-served skiing
and work getin the way. And you can see
thelight of any oncoming sleds through
thewoods. Let’s be honest, alot of those
trails are skinny fun but not quite two sleds
wide. You can get to the deepest woods
Living the Dream-> 54

By Merisa J. Sherman

The BF checked the V.A.S.T. map during a break at the top of Glastenbury Mountain Trail,

maintained by the Shaftsbury SnowPilots.
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OFFERING EXPERTISE & UISION
FROM START TO FINISH

Professional Service, Professional Results
For All Your Plumbing & Heating Needs
Specializing in Home Efficiency & Comfort

24 Hour Emergency Service

(802) 353-0125

MOUNTAIN LUMBER [ @pe
& HARDWARE
KILLINGTON VERMONT

gl& er

ERMON T
- PooL & Spa

-ROUTINE SPA CHECKS
N -REPAIRS
- -MAINTENANCE

- 802-771-5116
VTPOOLANDSPA.COM

NEW BRAND, NEW NAME,
SAME SERVICE AND OUALITY

Impunl of:

. PLUMBING | RMG Stone Products .

EI ﬂ_l' +~HEATING

Professional Service You Can Trust

802-770-8088 ==

WATER WELLS )

ICO ELECTRIC

Serving Vermont's residential cgﬂr&s'rﬁ
electrical needs WATER SYSTEMS

@i> GEOTHERMAL )
East Poultney, VT 05741

Quarried and Manufactured in Vermont

802-779-6790
Imho520@gmail.com Licensed & 802-287-4016

Insured . e i s i frmgstone.com
() Clarendon, Vermont parkerwaterwells.com @ :202468-5636 () RMGthinstone.com () thinsione@rme

icos e §
‘-Green Mountam Water Treatment (Elo.f w ASHBURN & W| LSON
|ron & Sulphur Removal Water Pressure Tanks Water Softeners AG E N cY I N c
, | |

UV Light Systems ¢ Arsenic & Radon Removal
FREE ESTIMATES

Plumbing and Heating, Inc.

Michael J. Belanger

Residential/Commercial/ Backflow Testing

VT Master Plumber
Serving Central VT

Jeffery L. Leonard, Proprietor
Professional Service Since 1983

144 Main St.  PO. Box 77 * Bethel, VT 05032
Providing Insurance for your Home, Auto or Business

Short Term Rentals * High Value Homes
Free Insurance Quotes

Call Mel or Matt 802-234-5188

(802) 23 6-0426 | Lf L

Kitchen and Bath
Design, LLC

— Hardware
— Plumbing Fixtures
— Installation

802-797-8292 4
www.washburnandwilson.com -

B KILLINGTON

GROUP
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

— Cabinets
— Countertops
— Flooring

Kelly & Nick | 802-245-4474

125 Valley View Drive, Mendon, Vermont
kndesigns125@gmail.com

DI
DD
x APES - C( POD MODS - BOX MOL
| DAPER | DAP ]
RINDER RA Ji DRA AND
PIF VAIER PIF Bl | 8 |
i DR ' DR |
. CarpelCIeamng
BATTERIES - DAB N/ APORIZEF
’

KILLINGTONGROUP.COM ““ “EFUSWERQSPNERQXSE“NG NCENSE - CANDLES - TAPESTRIES - APF

+ Wood floors
KILLINGTON ROAD _ [802] 422_2300 Year Round . Seasonal . On-Demand . Bulk Pick-Up

® VACATION RENTALS
® PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
® CLEANING SERVICES

Regular & Specialized
Cleaning Services,
for residential and

commercial properties

. |
And so much more! Residential Trash Pick Up Service to fit your needs

Serving all your cleaning and refuge needs since 1998. Call Today: 802-422-2230
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Employment

VERMONT CRAFT is hiring
servers and food runners!
We are located in the Moun-
tain Green Resort (802)
267-4144

For Sale

BRAND NEW NEVER worm
womens Mammut Cheetah
ski pants. Loose fit, still
tagged. S24. New $419,
asking $180. Mike 802-236-
7442

SKI-DOOS FOR SALE.
Package deal. Two 2005
Revs 600 HO. One owner.
Low mileage. Reverse stud-
ded tracks. Clam trailer like
new conditioning. $6,500
for all. If interested call 802-
228-5076.

TWO pairs TUBBS snow-
shoes. Brand New. 21” and
25” $50 - 802-236-7442

Real Estate

BARNARD INN RESTAU-
RANT & TAVERN mlis#
4882340. Residential/ Com-
mercial Vermont. Safe, Cool,
Green, Beautiful Call John
802-457-1515

END OF VILLAGE ROAD:
This “Westside” parcel en-
joys sunset and mountain
vistas daily! Once the farm’s
garden site, this ez-to build
lightly woodsy 1.7 +/- acre
parcel has been soil-tested
for two home sites, and has
access to town water. New
to market for only $65,900.
VT Country Sales & Con-
sulting Services. Land and
rural property, our special-
ty! 802-770-0380 or email
Landtrade @aol.com.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: All real
estate advertised herein is subject
to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus or national origin, or intention to
make any such preference, limitation
or discrimination.” This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in
violation of the law. All persons are
hereby informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

2 Washlngton Street Rutland, VT 05701
(802) 773-3010
Gary H. Clifford + James J. Clifford

[ Heat Pump
Cleaning

Valcour Enterprises LLC
Specializing in cleaning, servicing and maintaining
heat pumps for clean and healthy air quality.

Eric Valcour-Owner
135 Lorem Lane, Killington, VT | 802-246-7430

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

S [ seavicas I

Professional Handyman Services

General Maintenance - Painting - Drywall
Plumbing - Electrical - Fencing - More

Andrew Lenius, Owner | (802) 242-1600

andrew@sdhi-llc.com | Sdhi-llc.com

KILLINGTON PICO RE-
ALTY Offering professional
buyer and seller represen-
tation in Killington and the
surrounding communities
since 2013. Looking to sell?
With our unique marketing
plan, your property will be
promoted in print and online.
Ready to buy? Our full-
time Realtors have special
training in buyer represen-
tation to ensure you have a
positive buying experience.
Call us today to learn more.
2814 Killington Road (next
to Choices Restaurant).
802-422-3600 www.Killing-
tonPicoRealty.com

KILLINGTON VALLEY
REAL ESTATE Specializ-
ing in the Killington region
for Sales and Listings for
Homes, Condos,Land, Com-
mercial as well as Winter
seasonal rentals. Call, email
or stop in. We are the red
farmhouse located next to
the Wobbly Barn. PO Box
236, 2281 Killington Rd,
Killington. 802-422-3610,
bret@killingtonvalleyreal-
estate.com

KW VERMONT LUXU-
RY (KELLER WILLIAMS
REALTY). Specializing in
listing and selling Homes,
Investment Properties, Con-
dos, Land, and Commercial
Properties in the Killington,
Okemo and Woodstock Ar-
eas. Our Killington office is
located at 1995 US Route
4, Killington. Contact us
anytime for all of your real
estate needs. Free Mar-
ket Consultations. Marni@
PeakPropertyRealEstate.
com or 802-353-1604.

PRESTIGE REAL ESTATE
ofF KiLuingTon, 2922 Killing-
ton Rd., Killington. We’re
different. We only deal with
Killington real estate, the
town we love and call home.
We concentrate on only one
thing: property sales. And
we do it well. Our focus al-
lows us to spend more time
understanding your needs
— either as a buyer or as
a seller of Killington VT real
estate. Specializing in the
listing & sales of Killington
Condos, Homes, & Land.
Call 802-422-3923. pres-
tigekillington.com.

SCENIC & AFFORDABLE:
These W. Rutland parcels
offer central-to-everything
but semi-rural ambiance!
End of Town Road 1.7
acres with terrific Sunset
& Mountain Vistas, subdi-
vision potential,and end of
road location for $65,900.
Two adjacent 1/2+/- acre
cleared Lots with VT Permits
to connect to Town sewer
& water services for $39-
41K. Unique Rural Proper-
ty, Land Use & Permitting,
New Homesteads are Our
Specialty! VT COUNTRY
SALES & CONSULTING
SERVICES 802-770-0380
LANDTRADE@aol.com

SKI COUNTRY REAL ES-
TATE 335 Killington Rd., Kil-
lington. 802-775-5111. Ski-
CountryRealEstate.com — 9
agents servicing: Killington,
Bridgewater, Mendon, Pitts-
field, Plymouth, Stockbridge,
Woodstock areas.Sales &
Winter Seasonal Rentals.
Open Monday-Saturday:
10 am — 4 pm. Sunday by
appointment.

FOR SALE
mls# 4882340

Barnard Inn Restaurant & Tavern
Residential/ Commercial Vermont
Safe, Cool, Green, Beautiful

Call John 802-457-1515

Il BUDGET
Hl BLINDS

Style and service for every budget.

"Buy More Save more Sale!"
1-4 25% OFF
5-9 30% OFF
10 OR MORE 35% OFF

Call or text for details
802-417-0020

WE BRING THE SHOWROOM TO YOU!
-Blinds -Drapes -Shutters -Shades -Home Automation

We are your local trusted resource

VERMONT REAL ESTATE
COMPANY. Our goal is to
cultivate a culture where
agents are always prompt,
honest, reliable, and pro-

fessional. We value the
relationships we build and
view every home sale as
a step towards a deeper
relationship with our clients.
We pride ourselves on our
commitment to a higher
standard, with a mission to
raise the bar of the expect-
ed level of service. Tucker
Adirondack Lange. 303-
818-8069 or email tucker@
vtreco.com.

services

BEAUREGARD PAINTING,
30 years experience. 802-
436-1337.

ELECTRICIAN FOR HIRE.
Contracting or service. Call
Jim at Leighton’s Light and
Power 802-356-2407

MASONRY. BRICK BLOCK
stone. New construction.
Repairs. Call or text free
estimates 802-431-3829

MOUNTAIN BREEZE
PROPERTY MANAGE-
MENT, LLC specializing in
home caretaking, house-
keeping and grocery service.
802-770-4129. mountain-
breezepropertymanage-
ment.com.

SNOW SHOVELING roofs,
walkways, etc. 802-558-
6172

For Rent

KILLINGTON OFFICE
SPACE! 300 square feet of
dedicated office space, plus
bathroom, kitchen, and stor-
age for rent. Office is on the
second floor of the Mountain
Times newspaper building
located at 5465 U.S Route
4 on the flats Quiet, profes-
sional working environment
must be maintained. Willing
to renovate to reflect the
needs of your business.
Some office furniture can
be provided. Option for pre-
mium signage on Route 4
available to help promote
your business. If interested,
please email jason@moun-
taintimes.info or call the
office at 422-2399.

PLYMOUTH: ACTIVE
WOMAN woman in her 70s
with an extra bedroom would
like to share her home on the
Ludlow/Plymouth border in
exchange for $400/month
and help sorting through
50 years of memories. 802-
863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermont.org for application.
Interview, references, back-
ground checks required.
EHO

STORAGE UNIT RENTALS
AVAILABLE! 5'X10’ and
10°X20’ $75.00- $150.00
per month. Garage Bay For
Rent $2,500.00 per month
plus heat. 125 Valley View
Drive, Mendon 802-855-
8113 paquettepropertyman-
agement.com.

WViSIoN
BUILDERS

Custom Homes & Renovations

Free Estimates | Fully Insured | All Calls Returned

®Preventative eSiding
Maintenance eDecks

oFraming e Structural
Repairs

Eric Schambach | (802) 342-6026 | visionbuildersvt.com

SEEKING PART-TIME LIBRARIAN.

Roger Clark Meworial Library, located in Pittsfield,
is looking to hire an energetic and enthusiastic
part-time library professional.

1520 hours per week (daytime, occasional evenings
for events and Saturday a.m.). Compensation based
on experience ranging from $15-$20/hour.
Ewmail resuwe to pitisfieldvtlibrary@gwmail.com.

Roger Clark Memorial Library
40 Village Green | PO Box 743 | Pittsfield, VT 05762
P: (892)746-4067
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IDEAL PROPERTIES CLOSE TO
KILLINGTON, OKEMO OR WOODSTOCK!

HOMES | CONDOS | LAND
COMMERCIAL | INVESTMENT

802.353.1604

VTPROPERTIES.NET

PRIME KILLINGTON LOCATION-RARE & UNIQUE COM-
MERCIAL OPPORTUNITY on 2+ Acres! This iconic property was
formally the beloved Pasta Pot & later the world-record holding Dream
Maker Bakers. The restaurant has held a permit for 99 seats indoor. The
property affords indoor & outdoor RIVERSIDE seating. Endless poten-
tial here right off of high traffic, scenic VT US Route 4 in the heart of
Killington. Bring your ideas & schedule your tour today!$700K

DIRECT ACCESS FROM YOUR DOOR TO VAST SNOWMOBIL-
ING TRAILS,VASA ATV & MTN BIKING TRAILS! 3 Bed/2 Bath
open concept, private retreat close to Killington for world class skiing.
Perfect primary home or short term rental investment. $420K
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TURNKEY IN WOODSTOCK. Totally renovated in 2019. Gor-
geous 3 bedroom/ 1.5 baths open concept cape cotemporary. Move
right in. You should see this gem abuts Woodstock Middle & High
School. The backyard is wonderful. Sweet seasonal views Zoned
Residential & Commercial. $599K

Okemo Harry’s Café
Turnkey Restaurant on 1 Acre. Plus 4.5 acre lot attached. The
restaurant features 70 seats total with 8 seats at the bar. All equip-
ment works including new coolers & ice machine. Renovated in
2018-Heat, Plumbing & Electrical. Successfully operated for 35

years. Plenty of parking. Possibil-
ities abound! Motivated Sellers.

William
Spanos
802.345,0693

Lindsay
Cimadon
860.681.9302

Mamni Rieger
Broker
802.353.1604

et

New Low Price 329K

Marni@PeakPropertyRealEstate.com
1995 Route 4, Killington VT
59 Central Street, Woodstock VT

Ski Country
REAL ESTATE

www.skicountryrealestate.com | Email: info@skicountryrealestate.com | Office: 800-877-5111

Looking to Build Your New Home?
Land in Pittsfield Awaits!

Just under 1 acre of land available in the Hawk Community in Pittsfield.

The land has 3 home designs to choose from or you may create the home of your choice
(subject to Hawk covenants).

This property also has a VT Wastewater Permit for a 3BR single family home.

i %= &5, Anddid we mention views?
Call now

Offered at S60K. for a showing!

Michlelle Lord Katie McF adden Carolyn Bianchi
802-417-7897 802-356-6100 617504 4439

Pat Linnemayr
802-236-0854

Patrick Bowen

Megan Charlebois
802-558-6929

Chris Bianchi
802-558-3846

Lenore Bianchi
802-353-6109

802-345-2785
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Supporting landlords: ...

from page 15

There seems to be a great push to get the
tenants housed, and then the housing agency,
authority, or service provider disappears,
leaving alandlord with few tools in the toolbox
when things go bad.

That'swhen Vermont Legal Aid jumpsin,
kicking the can down the road in an unbridled
effort to delay the inevitable.

State-administered programs aren’t
designed to ensure that tenancies go well; they
are designed to soften the blowwhen they go
bad. This situation is untenable, and anyone
with aninterestin the current housing crisis
must confront the fact that the most valuable
partner in providing housing in Vermontis
beingignored. The resultis reduced housing
availability for those who need it the most.

Ifthe State of Vermont expects landlords to
provide low-barrier housing to Vermonters in
need, the state will get busy supporting land-
lords upfront and throughout the relationship,

‘IO",

notjustatthe end with a parting gift to make
amends for adamaged apartment.

Tobe clear, the most valuable partner in
Vermont's rental housing arena is the mom-
and-pop landlord, who owns an average of 1.7
housing units.

Mom-and-pop landlords provide 80% of
the rental housing in Vermont. Mom-and-pop
landlords receive 20% of the funds that the
State of Vermont invests in housing. Mom-
and-pop landlords face rising costs, includ-
ing property taxes, insurance, utilities, and
maintenance. As aresult, half of the landlords
reportlosses on their investments.

Again, one of the strongest strategies for
housing Vermonters would be to support the
landlords providing the housing throughout
the relationship, not when the rental relation-
shipisin court.

Stephen Box is a “Houser” in Rutland
County: VermontHouser@gmail.com.

KILLINGTON PICO REALTY
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www.TrailCreekForSale.com

Rare Trail Creek opportunity. Upper level 2BR/2BA plus loft with ski-
home access. This unit offers a peaceful retreat, nestled in the back
building with views of the mountainside and surrounding woods. Trail
Creek amenities include on-site Activity Center with swimming pool,
games area, sauna and hot-tub.

Offered fully furnished at $739,000.
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2814 Killington Rd.
802-422-3600

Kyle Kershner ~ Jessica Posch ~ Daniel Pol
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Navigate the Killington area real estate market
with local knowledge!
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Adirondack
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\. (303)-818-8068

& tucker@vtreco.com

VERMONT
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COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
FOR SALE

Location, Adjacent to Aspen East Ski Shop $675,000

This versatile space features retail areas, a half bath,
laboratory facilities, a commercial kitchen, and storage.
Luce Farm Wellness holds permits for CBD manufacturing,
online sales, and retail. Previously home to Aspen East Ski

' Shop and Surf the Earth Snowboards, it was renovated in

i 2022 and is leased to Luce Farm Wellness until March 2026.
Included is a 1.0-acre parcel.
Listing Broker: Cathy Quaglia (Co-owner)

2-UNIT COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
3631 Route 100, Pittsfield, VT $390,000
Located in bucolic Pittsfield, Vermont and just minutes to
. theKillington Ski Area, this is a 2-unit commercial property
consisting of a 2-bedroom apartment, a spacious main
floor office unit with a 1/2 bath and a former studio with
a1/2 bath. The property has flat, easy access with plenty
of parking and great sight lines. Previously a successful
country store, butcher shop and yoga studio, there is
enormous potential. Turn your dream into a reality here!
Listing Broker: Walter Findeisen
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Living the Dream: ...

from page 49

in the middle of nowhere. We've been so far deep in the woods that we can’t see any light
pollution at all—nothing. It's just the two of us on the top of a mountain like BloodRoot or

Glastenbury.

Imean, itis kind of freaky being so far deep in the backcountry that if Iwere skiing, it
would have taken me two or three days to get there. But on a sled, it only takes 2-3 hours,
and you're braaping around the entire time. But you still see so much! All the nooks and
crannies between the rolling hills that you cannot access with a car or truck—so much of
Vermont is hidden in the mountains. And don’t get me started on all the skiable terrain that

we pass while roaring around.

Inever imagined something with a motor could get me closer to nature, to these beauti-
ful green mountains we call home. But it just feels right, rolling over and around them. Be-
ing truly in them. There’s something special to the character of Vermont mountains that
theywork so perfectly well for snowmobile exploring. It's beyond anything I could ever have

imagined Vermont could be.

Thankyou so much to the 128 clubs that maintain the over 5,000 V.A.ST. trails through-
out the state. And thankyou to our landowners who generously allow us to maintain trails
on their properties. This sportis amazing. We haven’t ridden every mile yet, but we still
have plenty of time! Remember, if you haven’t seen Vermont from the seat of a snowmobile,

you haven’t seen Vermont!

Merisa Sherman is a long-time Killington resident, global real estate advisor, town official,
and Coach PomPom. She can be reached at Merisa.Sherman@SothebysRealty.com

Outside story: ...

from page 48
New Hampshire particularly hard, with
widespread power outages.

In 1951, amulti-region ice storm
affected New England, parts of the
Midwest, and Canada. This storm heavily
impacted forests and rural power, which
led to the development of proactive
tree-trimming and vegetation manage-
ment programs. In 1973, another major
storm affected New England and upstate
New York, causing significant tree and
infrastructure damage, especially in
rural areas. These six major storms that
occurred since 1921 happened every 17
years on average.

The recurrence ofice storms in the
Northeast reinforces the need for invest-
mentin resilient power grids and forests.
Forests can be made moreresilientto ice
storms by maintaining a healthy stand

structure with varying tree ages and sizes.

Cultivating and selecting single-stem-
well-formed trees with larger crowns and

stronger stems produce trees that are
less likely to suffer catastrophic crown
loss. Homeowners can also prepare for
ice storms by pruning weak or poorly
attached branches, removing deadwood,
and ensuring trees have a strong central
leader.

Iflimbs are above power lines, consult
your local power company or a profes-
sional arborist for removal. Consider
inspecting trees for potential hazards
now, before the nextice storm hits. By
adequately preparing, we can give our
trees and forests the best chance of good
health in the coming spring.

Jen Weimer is a forest health expert,
photographer, and writer living in the
forests of New Hampshire. Illustration
by Adelaide Murphy Tyrol. The Outside
Story is assigned and edited by Northern
Woodlands magazine and sponsored by
the Wellborn Ecology Fund of New Hamp-
shire Charitable Foundation: nhcf.org.

Need paper?

Fire starter
Base for a new litter of puppies
Arts & Crafts

The Mountain Times is happy to share!

Call 802-422-2399

and we'll set aside extras for you!

OlIGArCRS: o
from page 16
are entitled to.

In pre-revolutionary America, the ruling class governed through the “divine right of
kings,” the belief that the King of England was an agent of God, not to be questioned. In
modern times, the oligarchs believe that as the masters of technology and as “high-IQ indi-
viduals,” itis their absolute right to rule. In other words, they are our modern-day kings.

And itis notjust power. It’s incredible wealth. Today, Musk, Bezos, and Zuckerberg have
a combined worth of $903 billion, more than the bottom half of American society — 170
million people. Since Trump was elected, unbelievably, their wealth has soared. Elon Musk
hasbecome $138 billion richer, Zuckerberg has become $49 billion richer, and Bezos has
become $28 billion richer. Add it all up: the three wealthiest men in America have become
$215 billion richer since Election Day.

Meanwhile, while the very rich become much richer, 60% of Americans live paycheck to
paycheck, 85 million are uninsured or under-insured, 25% of seniors are trying to survive on
$15,000 or less, 800,000 are
homeless, and we have the
highestrate of childhood
poverty of almost any major
country on earth.

Do you think the oli-
garchs give adamn about
these people? Trust me, they
don’t. Musk’s decision to
dismember USAID means that thousands of the poorest people around the world will go
hungry or die of preventable diseases.

Butit's notjust abroad. Here in the United States, they’ll soon be going after the health-
care, nutrition, housing, and educational programs that protect the most vulnerable people
in our country — so that Congress can provide huge tax breaks for them and their fellow
billionaires. As modern-day kings, who believe they have the absolute right to rule, they will
sacrifice, without hesitation, the well-being of working people to protect their privilege.

Further, they will use the enormous media operations they own to deflect attention away
from the impact of their policies while they
“entertain us to death.” They will lie, lie, and lie.
Theywill continue to spend huge amounts of
money to buy politicians in both major political
parties.

They are waging a war on the working class
of this country, and itis a war they are intent on
winning.

Iam not going to kid you — the problems this
country faces right now are serious, and they
arenot easy to solve. The economyis rigged, our
campaign finance system is corrupt, and we are
struggling to control climate change — among other issues.

But this is whatI do know: The worst fear of the ruling class in this country is that Ameri-
cans — Black, White, Latino, urban and rural, gay and straight — come together to demand
agovernment thatrepresents all of us, notjust the wealthy few.

Their nightmare is that we will not allow ourselves to be divided up by race, religion, sex-
ual orientation, or country of origin and will, together, have the courage to take them on.

Willitbe easy? Of course not.

The ruling class of this country will constantly remind you that they have all the power.
They control the government; they own the media. “You want to take us on? Good luck,”
theywill say. “There’s nothing you can do aboutit.”

But our job today is to not forget the great struggles and sacrifices that millions of people
have waged over the centuries to create a more democratic, just, and humane society:

o Overthrowing the King of England to create anew nation and self-rule. Impossible.

o  Establishing universal suffrage. Impossible.

o Endingslavery and segregation. Impossible.

e  Granting workers the right to form unions and ending child labor. Impossible.

Their nightmare is that we will not
allow ourselves to be divided up by
race, religion, sexual orientation, or
country of origin and will, together,

have the courage to take them on.

We have to create
new channels for
communication and
information sharing. We
have to volunteer not just
politically, but to build

community locally.

o  Givingwomen control over their own bodies. Impossible.

o  Passinglegislation to establish Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, a minimum

wage, clean air and water standards. Impossible.

In these difficult times, despair is not an option. We've got to fight back in every way we
can. We have to getinvolved in the political process — run for office, connect with ourlocal,
state, and federal legislators, and donate to candidates who will fight for the working class of
this country. We have to create new channels for communication and information sharing.
We have to volunteer not just politically, but to build community locally.

Whatever we can do is what we must do.

Needless to say, I intend to do my part — both inside the Beltway and traveling through-
out the country — to stand up for the working class of this country. Thope you will join me in
that struggle in the days, weeks, and months ahead.
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Give Yourself Every Advantage

Killington, V'T:
All Residential Properties

Humber of Homes

f
I

Ik

Not Every Listing in Killington is Purchased.

Don't Just Get Your Home on the Market. Get it the Attention It Deserves.

Merisa J Sherman, Managing Broker

Resort & Second Home Property Specialist, ABR®
802.345.0487 | Merisa.Sherman@SothebysRealty.com
MerisaJSherman.FourSeasonsSIR.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

Prestige Real Estate of Killington

Exclusively Killington!

1BR/1BA By R | | 4BR/2BA design for ' Base Camp

Located near e NS single family home ]
resort base : Sl 7% with an end of the at Bear Mountain
Gas fireplace - { road location
Pool/hot tub ] '. | Nice winterviews | ¢ 3000+ squarefeet e Skiin/skiout

Mtn views S 47 g 2| BeingsoldASIS e 4-bedroom4-bath ¢ BearMtskitrail views
$315,000 . s $499,000 + 2-carheated garage * Starting at$2,900,000

1BR/1BA . / This 5BR 2.5BA
Beautifully PR ' single family home
renovated ' w/AC & garage sits
Gasfireplace | K[{H g - in the heart of
Pool/hot tub |25 e Killington basin.
Mtnviews 0= Bl ] Greatrental $’s
$359,000 ||| . $825,000

2922 Killington Road  802-422-3923
www.prestigekillington.com

Artist renderings subjectto change
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Olympic gold medalist and world champion mogul skier,
Donna Weinbrecht is coming to The Beast to help you hone

your skills. Join in March 1-2 for this once in a lifetime
opportunity to bump off with the best!
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