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W. Rutland housing  → 28

FIRST DAY OF SUMMER, 
LONGEST DAY 
Wednesday, June 21, is 
officially the first day of 
summer! Enjoy the lon-
gest day of the year with 
sunrise at 5:09 a.m. and 
sunset at 8:36 p.m. — 15 
hours and 27 minutes! Chief change-up  → 3

Killington Resort  is now open for mountain  biking seven days a week on Ramshead and Snow-
shed and held its first adult bike camp this past weekend. K-1 will open to the public June 29 for 
access to those trails and scenic rides. This weekend, June 24-25, it's open but only for the Eastern 
States Cup competitors. See page 13 for more information on that event.

By Calvin Merrill 
Resort bike park now open all week

West Rutland residents 
meet with developers of 
$11.5M housing project

By Steven Jupiter/The Reporter
W.RUTLAND—Residents of West Rutland met last month 

with representatives from the Housing Trust of Rutland 
County (HTRC) and their development team to discuss the 
affordable-housing project that HTRC is proposing for a site 
in that community.  The conference room at West Rutland 
Town Hall was at capacity, as dozens of community mem-
bers came to hear HRTC’s pitch and ask questions about the 
impact of the project.

The meeting was organized by W. Rutland Town Manager 
Mary Ann Goulette. Presenters included Mary Cohen, the 
executive director of HTRC; Matt Moore, a senior developer 
with Evernorth Community Developers, Pat Griffin of the 
engineering firm Enman-Kesselring, and Nick Wood and 
Jean Terwilliger of Vermont Integrated Architecture (VIA) in 
Middlebury.

Moore began the presentation with an overview of the 
project and his firm’s involvement.  Evernorth is a nonprofit 
that specializes in community development in northern New 
England, with a particular focus on affordable housing. The 
firm is overseeing the project on behalf of HTRC.

The proposed project would consist of a single, multi-wing 
building with 24 apartments of various sizes—17 one-bed-
room units, five two-bedroom units, and two studio/efficien-
cy units. Nineteen of the units would be income-restricted 
and five would be “market.” 

Applicants for the capped-rent apartments would be vetted

State Police investigates fatal police shooting in Fair Haven

Paul Ginther named Killington's new Chief
Fire Chief Chis LaHart and Asst. Chief Glenn Burres leave dept.

By Katy Savage

NEW ESTHETICIAN 
COURSE OFFERED IN 
KILLINGTON
Stafford Technical Cen-
ter is now offering an 
esthetician course for 
adults above Spa at the 
Woods  in Killington.  

Students can learn 
nails, cosmetology, 
facials and eventually 
massage. It's a yearlong 
course three days a 
week. A dozen people 
are  in the program.
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GREG CARTER RETIRES 
AFTER 40 YEARS AS 
LIFT MAINTENANCE 
DIRECTOR AT OKEMO

Carter reflects on 
decades of change. 
When he started there 
were just nine lifts, now 
there are 20 ! 
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Staff report

The Vermont State Police has identified the 
officer involved in a fatal shooting that occurred 
Monday evening, June 19, in Fair Haven.

Police said Kenneth W. Barber Jr., 38, of Castle-
ton, was shot and killed by Fair Haven Police Detec-
tive Shaun Hewitt around 7:40 p.m. on Monday 
night on Washington Street.

Maj. Dan Trudeau, commander of the Ver-
mont State Police Criminal Division, said Tuesday 
afternoon that Hewitt responded to an ongoing 
altercation between the driveways of 26 and 28 
Washington Street. 

Trudeau said  residents of 28 Washington Street 

were trying to remove a gun from Barber’s hands. 
Residents were able to take the gun away just as 

the officer from Fair Haven arrived. They continued 
to try to get Barber into custody, but Barber refused 
and fled to a car in his driveway at 26 Washington 

Street.
Hewitt approached the vehicle’s driver side 

and ordered Barber to stop, police said. At which 
time, Barber put the car in gear and struck Hewitt, 
Trudeau said. Hewitt fired a single shot from his 
handgun to Barber’s torso. 

Barber was transported to Rutland Regional 
Medical Center, where was pronounced dead.  An 
autopsy on Tuesday, June 20 verified Barber died 
from a single gunshot wound to the torso. The man-
ner of death was homicide. 

The investigation was still ongoing as of Tuesday. 
“The 

After a tumultuous start to Killington’s first 
hybrid volunteer fire department, the town’s first 
paid fire chief and assistant chief have departed. 

Town Manager Chet Hagenbarth announced 
June 20 that he accepted Fire Chief Chris La-
Hart’s verbal resignation on June 14 effective 
immediately, while Assistant Chief Glenn Burres 
was fired on June 19. 

Paul Ginther will step up as the new fire chief 
and receive an annual $82,000 salary. 

Ginther, who lives in Middlesex,  will take over 
July 10. He originally applied for the fire chief 

position but was turned down over LaHart. He 
is currently the director of the  Barre Town EMS 
Department. Ginther did not immediately return 
a phone call on Tuesday afternoon. He said in an 
email Tuesday night that he was not yet ready to 
speak about his new role. 

“He was interviewed by the search com-
mittee and is highly qualified for the position,” 
Hagenbarth wrote in a news release. “Paul is an 
experienced career fire officer looking to further 
a 34-plus year career by serving and leading the 
town of Killington Fire and Rescue Department.”

Ginther has a bachelor's degree in fire service 
administration and training in EMS manage-
ment. 

The Select Board called an emergency meet-
ing  on Tuesday evening, after the Mountain 
Times’ deadline, to determine the department's 
future and current status, Hagenbarth said. 

Both LaHart and Burres were in their posi-
tions for less than a year. LaHart took the reins in 
January under a six-month contract and paid an 
annual $70,000 annual salary plus benefits, while 

Fatal shooting  → 10

“The use of force is up 
to the perception of 

the officer at the time,” 
Trudeau said. 



Sta� ord Technical Center 
has a new satellite program 
in Killington.  

� e tech center is rent-
ing space above Spa at the 
Woods on Woods Lane in 
Killington to o� er an esthe-
tician course for adults. 

� e upstairs has been 
transformed to a class-
room to o� er training on  
nails,cosmetology, facials 
and eventually massage. 

Charlene Palfey, who 
has been an esthetician 
and massage therapist at 
the Spa at the Woods for 
about 10 years, started the 
adult esthetician program 
at Sta� ord Technical Cen-
ter in 2017.

“� ey just had cosmol-
ogy at the time,” she said. “I 
knew there was a need for 
other services.”

� e program outgrew 
the space at Sta� ord Tech 
last semester. 

“We had to scramble to 
get the rooms together,” she 
said.

� at’s when  Perry 
Beede, the facilities 
director at the Woods and 
members of the board, 

allowed Palfey’s students 
to � nish the semester up 
at the Woods. It worked 
well enough to make the 
program more permanent. 
In May, Sta� ord Technical 
Center signed a lease for 
the space. 

“It’s a spa environment 
that they could potentially 
work in, it’s a win-win,” 
said Beede, 40, who started 
working at � e Woods 
when he was 18.

� e yearlong course is 
o� ered three days a week. 
� ere are about 12 people 
in the program currently, 
ranging from recent high 
school graduates to 47 
years old. 

“To be at � e Woods, 
where they can see what 
real spa life is like, is 
amazing,” Palfey said. “I 
wanted to be away from all 
the mayhem. I thought it 
would be nice for them to 
be in a real environment.” 

Palfey got her interest in 
teaching after she complet-
ed an apprenticeship about 
� ve years ago. 

“It was a nightmare to 
get further education,” she 

said, explaining the quality 
of education was poor. She 
wanted to educate people 
the proper way. 

� e Woods has 12 
private treatment rooms, 
a � tness center, sauna, 
eucalyptus steam, an 

indoor pool and hot tub. 
It o� ers massage, facials, 
body treatments, acupunc-
ture, and manicures and 
pedicures.  

 “I get to keep my hands 
in the � eld while teaching,” 
Palfey said. 

LOCAL NEWS

New esthetician course comes to Killington
By Katy Savage

Additional funding 
allocated for 

Pittsfi eld Town Hall
By Brett Yates

By Perry Beede 
� ere's  new sign outside the Spa at the Woods for Sta� ord 
Technical Center's beauty course. 

� e Pitts� eld Town Hall Building Committee shared 
some potentially unpleasant news with municipal o�  cials 
last week: in order to complete the town’s long-standing 
renovation project on the historic structure that houses 
both the Pitts� eld Select Board and the Pitts� eld Historical 
Society, the committee would need more money.

Over the course of three town meetings, starting in 2020, 
Pitts� eld residents voted to deposit $93,000 into a Town 
Hall reserve fund to update the facility. It had closed in 2019 
after an inspector cited safety concerns. Work began, and it 
reopened two years ago.

� e Select Board also set aside a portion of Pitts� eld’s 
federal dollars from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 
with the goal of turning the Town Hall into an “emergency 
shelter,” equipped to protect townspeople in the event of a 
natural disaster. According to a compliance report � led with 
the U.S. Treasury this spring, Pitts� eld had spent $57,179 
on the project, excluding the $27,430 price tag on a backup 
generator that will serve both the Town Hall and the adja-
cent Town O�  ce.

In the meantime, however, the Town Hall has yet to 
earn an occupancy permit for its lower � oor. It doesn’t yet 
comply with Vermont’s egress requirements or � re code. 
Plus, the building still needs new clapboard, new � oor-
ing, and new paint in spots, along with a couple new doors 
and a chimney repair, according to the Town Hall building 
committee. And unexpected expenses, small and large, 
have amassed.

“Today, we thought the electrical panel total was going to 
be $500. Because of the old wiring and whatnot, it went up 
$435 to $935,” said Richard Gaston, who chairs the com-
mittee. “When we did the foundation work on the front, 
we realized the whole front underneath the vestibule was 
rotted. We had to replace that.”

Gaston pointed out that private donations and volunteer 
labor had already mitigated the cost to the town, which, in 
his view, would need to increase the Town Hall’s share of the 
federal stimulus.

“Members of this committee have spent countless hours 
ourselves demoing, putting back together, adding on, doing 
all the things we could,” he said. “We have saved the town 
thousands and thousands of dollars.”

� e Select Board expressed its appreciation but also 
noted that, of its original ARPA payment of $165,306, only 
$44,423 remained uncommitted.

“� ere are suggestions for other things in the commu-
nity, like a new playground for the kids in the area,” Select-
woman Joyce Stevens observed.

“We’re tired. We’d like to get this done,” Gaston empha-
sized. “We are so close to having this be a gem for this town.”

� e board trimmed Gaston’s $30,000 request by $10,000 
before signing on. According to Selectman A.J. Ruben, next 
year’s budget, already approved, will release additional funds 
for the Town Hall, covering the gap between the board’s new 
allocation and Gaston’s estimate of the remaining cost.

“It seems that it would be responsible for us to � nish 
this project in a timely manner and not delay it,” Ruben 
said, “because, if we delay, things will likely be more 
expensive later.”

Maclure Library receives grant from the 
Children’s Literacy Foundation

� e Maclure Library in Pittsford  has been selected to 
receive a Rural Library Grant for the 2023-2024 school year 
from the Children’s Literacy 
Foundation (CLiF), a nonpro� t 
located in Waterbury Center. 

Awarded annually to 12 quali-
fying public libraries in Vermont 
and New Hampshire, the Rural 
Library Grant is designed to help 
small-town libraries create excite-
ment around literacy, update the 
collection, increase circulation, 
and strengthen the library’s connection with the community.

“We’re really looking forward to the collaboration with 
Lothrop,” said Maclure Youth Librarian Sophie Marks. “Our 
summer  CLiF events in the past have been very popular, so 
I’m excited to be able to reach even more kids during the 
school year.” 

Christine Tate, the Lothrop School Librarian, agreed, 
“� is grant will give us an opportunity to put more books 
into the hands of young readers!”

� e grant provides $2,000 in new children’s books for the 
public library, $500 in new books for the local elementary 
school, two storytelling events for children at the local ele-
mentary school, two new books for each child in attendance 
to choose, and funding for mini-grants for special library 
programming over the course of the year.

“CLiF’s Rural Library Grant program is a wonderful way 
to support libraries by generating awareness and enthusi-
asm through in-person events and book giveaways for local 
children,” said CLiF Program Manager Cassie Willner. “In 
addition, we know how important it is to help small libraries 
update and diversify their children’s book. Our ultimate 

goal here at CLiF and through this grant is to inspire kids to 
love reading and writing.”

To be considered for the grant, 
libraries must be located in towns 
with a population of 5,000 or less. 
� e Rural Library grant is one of 
CLiF’s longstanding programs, 
and CLiF has partnered with ap-
proximately 90 percent of librar-
ies in both states that fall into that 
category. 

� e 2023-2024 CLiF Rural 
Library grantees are:

• Alden Balch Memorial Library in Lunenberg, VT
• Allenstown Public Library in Allenstown, NH
• Fairlee Public Library in Fairlee, VT
• Harrisville Public Library in Harrisville, NH
• Lawrence Memorial Library in Bristol, VT
• Maclure Library in Pittsford, VT
• Marc A. Hurzeler M.D. Library in Je� erson, NH
• New Durham Public Library in New Durham, NH
• Olivia Rodham Memorial Library in Nelson, NH
• Patten Library in North Haverhill, NH
• Rochester Public Library in Rochester, VT
• Sheldon Municipal Library in Sheldon, VT
CLiF is a nonpro� t organization whose mission is to 

nurture a love of reading and writing among children up to 
age 12 at higher risk of growing up with low literacy skills 
throughout New Hampshire and Vermont. Since 1998, CLiF 
has supported and inspired over 350,000 young readers and 
writers through its literacy program grants and has given 
almost $10 million in new, high  quality children’s books. 

For more information about CLiF, visit  clifonline.org. 

The grant provides $2,000 in new 
children’s books for the public 
library, $500 in new books for 

the local elementary school, two 
storytelling events for children.

“Members of this committee have 
spent countless hours ourselves 

demoing, putting back together, adding 
on, doing all the things we could,” 
he said. “We have saved the town 

thousands and thousands of dollars.”
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LOCAL NEWS

We are stocked with nonperishable food, paper goods 
& cleaning supplies. Any person in need, please call to 
arrange a pickup. Donations accepted. Please call Nan 

Salamon, 422-9244 or Ron Willis, 422-3843. 
Sherburne UCC “Little White Church,” Killington, VT

KILLINGTON 
FOOD SHELF
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Hartland forms safety 
committee after random 

shooting in home
By Curt Peterson

For years, Hartland has been a quiet place to live, work 
and recreate, residents feeling relatively safe under the 
watchful eye of the Vermont State Police (VSP), contracted 
to provide a certain number of hours of patrol coverage, 
and to respond to calls from townspeople for help. Now the 
Select Board has created the Safety and Policing Committee 
to recommend future policing policies.

A shooting incident on Lords Road in May served as a 
wake-up call. Andrea Robinson, according to police ac-
counts, reported someone had � red shots into her home, 
causing visible damage. One person, Tim Murphy Jr., was 
taken to Mt. Ascutney Hospital for treatment of a “super-
� cial gunshot wound.”  � e state police considered the 
incident “suspicious, and not “random.”

Minor thefts, accidents and dangerous tra�  c infrac-
tions, as well as annoying nighttime � rearms incidents have 
increased over recent years, but these events were not what 
triggered creation of the committee.

� e state has wanted the VSP to give up the kind of “rural po-
licing” Hartland has enjoyed, and to concentrate on statewide 
specialized services, said to Select Board chair Phil Hobbie. 

� e decision was accelerated by a recruiting problem. � e 

Hartland faces reappraisal
By Curt Peterson

� ere is a lot of talk around the � ree Corners Market co� ee 
counter about the looming general reappraisal of Hartland 
properties and what it will mean to Hartland tax bills.

Not all Vermont towns will be a� ected by the new evalu-
ation — while two-thirds of the state’s 254 municipalities 
will be required to undergo reappraisal, one third will not. 
Whether a town is subject to the mandate is determined by 
the di� erence between property values as determined by 
current sales, and the property values reported on the town 
grand list.

If the grand list value is below 85% of actual sales records 
over three years, a reappraisal is required. � is di� erence is 
expressed in the town’s “Common Level of Appraisal,”  or CLA.

Hartland’s CLA was 90.24 in 2021, but has dropped cur-
rently to 81.3%. According to listers chair Stacey Bradley, it 
will be even lower when announced in July.

Vermont property became very popular with “down-
country” emigrants hoping to escape Covid, as the state’s ow 
infection rate promised relatively safe haven.

“Housing prices increased more than 30% as millennials 
aged into the housing market, older residents resisted leaving 
their homes, people moved away from jobs to work remotely, 
and construction slowed to a snail’s pace,” Bradley said, add-
ing: “� ere were only four ‘valid sales’ between April 1 and
mid-June — historically there were more than 30 in the 

Reappraisals  → 30

Burres was hired in April under an 
hourly salary.

� e transition of the Public Safety 
Building to a hybrid department of 
paid personnel and volunteers was 
approved by voters in March 2022 in 
an attempt to bolster the roster and 
get more people to respond to emer-
gency calls. At least 25 people quit or 
were � red over the past six months 
under LaHart’s leadership, some call-
ing him a bully and sexist. 

Hagenbarth estimates there are 
about 21 people on the department, 
down from about 40 when LaHart 
tookover, though Hagenbarth said 
the town will verify the roster before 
the new chief takes over. 

LaHart said in an email that he 
was not yet ready to comment on his 
departure from the department.

Hagenbarth declined to speak 
about Burres’ termination.

LaHart hired Burres, 58, as the part 
time assistant � re chief at the begin-
ning of April. Burres had been a volun-
teer on the Killington Fire and Rescue 
since he moved to Killington 16 years 
ago, after retiring as the deputy chief 
of a � re department in Newburgh, 
New York. He originally applied for the 
Killington � re chief position but didn’t 
have the credentials to lead a depart-
ment in Vermont. As assistant chief, 
he was primarily in charge of training 
and inventorying the department’s 
equipment.

Burres came under scrutiny 
earlier this month when he made a 
homophobic comment on his public 
Facebook page. � e remark, “Hero’s 
(sic) get a day, homos get a month! 
I don’t care what your choice is but 
don’t force it in (sic) me or my family,” 
was reposted in the Killington Locals 

Facebook group, which has 19,000 
members.

Some on Facebook noted the post 
violates Killington’s Declaration of In-
clusion, adopted by the Select Board 
in November 2022, which says the 
town “condemns racism and discrimi-
nation in all its forms and commits to 
fair and equal treatment of everyone 
in our community.” 

Attempts to reach Burres weren’t 
successful. 

Burres has since deleted the post 
from his Facebook page, but it is still 
on the Killington Locals page. His 
public social media page has been rid-
dled with homophobic, transphobic 
and anti-muslim remarks comments 

since his employment in Killington 
began and before.

On April 11, he reposted an image 
of transgender swimmer Lia � omas 
with the comment,  “Changes his 
name to Lia and is now ranked #1 in 
women’s swimming. In the feeble 
mind of a woke liberal, this is fair. In 
the real world it’s not only unfair, but 
it’s insane.” 

On May 6, he reposted an image 
of the American � ag with the com-
ment, “LIBERALS ARE SAYING THE 
AMERICAN FLAG IS OFFENSIVE TO 
MUSLIMS. SHARE IF YOU DON’T 

GIVE A DAMN.”
Mark Foote, 30, is now the town’s 

only paid sta�  member. He became 
the department’s � rst full time paid 
� re� ghter as well as the head of the 
EMS program at the end of April.

It’s unclear if volunteers who left 
the department will return under new 
leadership. 

Tom Rock, who resigned in May 
after 33 years, said he would be willing 
to go back. “� ere are a lot of members 
that want to be part of the � re depart-
ment so hopefully some of those 
members will go back,” Rock said.    

Denise Coriell, who was on the 
department for 15 years and led EMS, 
was relieved LaHart was gone. 

“I think it allows the town to move 
forward,” said Coriell. “It’s to be seen 
how the town wants to progress with 
any of the people who were � red, let 
go or dismissed or resigned.”

Coriell was one of 13 members of 
Killington Search and Rescue (KSAR) 
who left the department in March af-
ter an uproar with LaHart and his wife 
Leslie. Coriell is one of three women 
who � led harassment complaints 
against LaHart. 

Former search and rescue team 
members joined Rescue, Inc., in May 
while LaHart attempted to form his 
own search and rescue team with new 
volunteers in June. Coriell said the 
former KSAR team is unlikely to return 
to the � re department, though she 
hopes a new � re chief in Killington will 
be willing to work with Rescue, Inc. 
on calls.

“I don’t hold grudges, but I’m hop-
ing the townspeople are able to work 
together and move forward,” Coriell 
said. “I think we would be happy to 
have the Killington area back in our 

“I don't hold grudges 
but I'm hoping the 

townspeople are able 
to work together and 
move forward,” said 

Coriell. 

The Mountain Times • June 14-20, 2023 • 3



Director of Lift Maintenance Greg Carter recently retired 
from a challenging and satisfying 40 years of working at 
Okemo Mountain.  

Born in Spring� eld,  Carter had learned to ski at age 5 at 
Ascutney and later skied at Round Top. He joined Okemo 
in 1983 as a lift operator and when recalled to his job at Fel-
lows Gear Shaper, he served as a volunteer ski patrolman at 
Okemo. He returned to the ski area permanently in January 
1985 and worked as the lift operations supervisor from 1986 
to spring 1998, when he became the assistant lift mainte-
nance supervisor. In 2001 he became the lift maintenance 
manager with his title changed to Director of Lift Mainte-
nance when Vail Resorts bought Okemo in 2018.

Asked about the most impressive change he’s witnessed 
at Okemo, Carter said, “� e thing that stands out most 
is 1992 when the � rst detachable quad — the Northstar 
Express — was put in. � e � rst time I rode it, I was like an 
amusement park ride, so fast and exhilarating.”

Other impressive milestones included the Solitude, 
South Face, and Jackson Gore expansions. “We changed the 
� xed grips [original chairlifts] to detachables at Solitude and 
South face,” he noted, adding that Jackson Gore was built 
with two detachables with the upper Quantum Four receiv-
ing a bubble in 2015 and then being replaced by a six pack in 
2021. “Okemo has grown immensely,” he added. 

Asked if he was surprised that the Muellers, who took 
over the area and owned/operated it from 1982 to 2018, 
were so successful considering they had no previous ski re-
sort experience, Carter said, “No. � ey were entrepreneurs 
and knew what people wanted and kept up with times.”

Changes and challenges 
Carter recalled there were nine lifts when he started at 

Okemo —four chairlifts, � ve Pomalifts (surface disc lifts). 
Now there are 20 total — six detachable and seven � xed-
grip chairlifts, six carpets, and one T-bar (for a terrain park 
and halfpipe).

Replacing the original lifts and keeping them turning and 
operating safely is an enormous task that includes preven-
tative maintenance and repairs. And until 2018, Okemo’s lift 
maintenance department also built the lifts. “Building the 
lifts was our work until Vail Resorts took over and then the 
lift manufacturer’s crews installed them,” Carter said. 

However, he noted that because the maintenance de-
partment had originally installed 19 of today’s lifts, they had 

bene� tted from putting them together and knowing how 
they work and thus how to repair them. 

“Wear is to be expected with moving parts like bearings 
and belts so there are some checks we do every day and 
some we do weekly and there are all sorts of di� erent checks 
we do monthly and yearly. Maintenance is a necessary 
process to keep the lifts safe and functioning. � ey don’t � x 
themselves.  

“Everything gets looked at and we do whatever needs to 
be taken care of. Workers ride the lifts every day — generally 
all of them — inspect them visually and watch for telltale 
signs before something happens,” Carter said.

� at includes inspecting and lubing the cable (occasion-
ally replacing them as they get worn); climbing towers and 
checking and greasing the sheve bearings and making sure 
the sheves (wheels the cable rides) are in good condition; 
maintaining the bullwheels and drive mechanisms; and 
looking at backup motors among myriad other tasks.

With some lifts like the detachable quads, maintenance 
is performed based on hours of operation. � e detachables 
are more labor intensive and a greater challenge to take 
care of due to more belts and pulleys, Carter noted. Icing 
presents a particular challenge and on those days mainte-
nance gets in earlier to tackle the job of de-icing the sheves 
and then putting the chairs, which had been taken o�  the 
cable, back on. 

Due to ongoing preventive maintenance and understand-
ing how the lifts work, there is less lift downtime today, Carter 
said. � at makes for a better guest experience, but Carter also 
noted that “on a busy day there are lift lines at every detach-
able, but you can go to a � xed grip and get right on — some-
times you can get more skiing in on the � xed grip lifts than 
on riding the faster express lifts. � e detachables cost more 
due to specialized parts and having more to them, but skiers 
like them so areas with detachables generally get more skier 
visits.”

Summer is also a busy time for the crew who go over each 
lift, inspecting cables and running machines to check for 
cracks on chairs that have been taken o�  the cables. Non-de-
structive testing includes the bends, welds, grips, and steel all 

getting checked out. “Twenty percent of chairs — around 250 
chairs — have to be inspected every year, but manufacturers 
do a good job of building them today so we don’t � nd cracks 
very often,” Carter said.

� e maintenance challenge that stands out for Carter over 
the years is “all the electrical changes that happened from year 
to year. Electronics got more technical and it was a lot of work 
to understand them from year to year — there was always a 
learning curve there. � e old way always worked well, and now 
newer electronics can fail in the blink of an eye, and it takes a 
little longer to � gure out where the problem is. Nothing is the 
way it used to be – just like our cars.” 

Asked about other challenges, Carter noted that “Weather 
is near the top in my book; sometimes you have to shut the lifts 
down in inclement weather. Mice can get in and cause prob-
lems. � ey like the wire and insulation that protects the wire 
and chew on it and eat it and make a mess and create an issue. 
Bearings can be good but can fail at any time. � ings like that 
are unpredictable and keep you on your toes.”

As for the most enjoyable parts of his job, Carter cited the 
thrill of riding the aforementioned Northstar Express and 
building the lifts. “It was good, fun work. It was the same proce-
dures each time but also a source of thrills. You de� nitely had 
to have your wits about you,” he said of times when a helicopter 
hovored over the crew with a tower to be set!

Noting that having a stable maintenance crew is impor-
tant, Carter said that they can’t be afraid of climbing towers, 
heights, or what’s involved in maintenance challenges in a 
seven-days-a-week job in winter. He takes satisfaction in hav-
ing trained “a topnotch crew over the last three to 10 years and 
being able to retire and say I left Okemo in real good shape.” 

Now that he is retired, Carter is enjoying relaxing and rid-
ing his motorcycle more. He looks forward to “traveling a little 
and sleeping in, in winter — not having to worry about getting 
out of the house and to the area in the middle of the night in a 
snowstorm.”

And he’ll sleep a little better knowing his longtime associ-
ate and assistant manager Shawn Hains, who also started out 
as a lift operator and then moved to lift maintenance, will be 
taking over for him.

LOCAL NEWS

Greg Carter retires after 40 years as lift maintenance director
By Karen D. Lorentz

Courtesy Okemo
Left to right, Shawn Hains, who has been promoted to Lift 
Maintenance Manager for Okemo, is shown here with Greg 
Carter, who recently retired. 

Courtesy Okemo
Greg Carter enjoyed learning something every day with no two days the same in his 40 years at Okemo. 
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Joseph William Kay III, 
32, of Rutland died on June 
15, 2023 at his home. 

He was born Dec. 21, 
1990 in New Haven, Con-
necticut, the son of Brian 
and Cathy (Rieben) Kay. 

Joseph Kay attended 
Hamden Hall and later RIT.

He worked as a senior 
network engineer and had 
his own business, Killington 
IT Services. 

He was a member of 
Killington Fire Department 
and worked with Regional 
Ambulance.

Kay was an avid skier and 
member of the Killington 
Freestyle Team.

He is survived by his 
mom and dad, his sister 
Miranda, and his wife 
Laura, Aunt Kathryn Ellen 
Franzman, Uncle Joseph 
William Kay Jr., Aunt Lor-
raine Kay, and numerous 
cousins and nephews. 

He is predeceased by his 

uncle Al Franzman. 
A memorial service will 

be held at the Killington Fire 
Dept. at 4 p.m. on � ursday,  
June 22. Memorial Contri-
butions may be made to 

Rutland County Humane 
Society 765 Stevens Rd. 
Pittsford, Vermont.  Ar-
rangements are under the 
direction of Cli� ord Funeral 
Home.

LOCAL NEWS

OBITUARYOriginal General Store will 
soon serve beer and wine

By Brett Yates
Seven days a week, the Original General Store in Pitts� eld serves hot breakfasts, sand-

wiches, soups, and pizzas. It also sells beer and wine, but not to its dine-in customers.
� at’ll soon change. Last � ursday, June 15, co-owner Katie Stiles appeared before the 

Pitts� eld Select Board with an application for what the Vermont Division of Liquor Control 
calls a First Class License, which permits bars and eateries to sell wine and beer for on-
premises consumption.

At the same address, Stiles and her husband also operate a seasonal � ne-dining res-
taurant called the Backroom, which already has a First Class License. But until now, the 
Original General Store, a separate business, has made do with a Second Class License for 
takeaway sales only.

� e Original General Store stays open until 6 p.m. on Saturdays, but usually it closes at 
4. With beer and wine on the menu, it could eventually become a dinner destination of its 
own.

“� e goal is, we’re trying to build additional revenue streams, so we can support addi-
tional sta� , so we can support additional hours,” Stiles said.

� ings may not change much immediately, but sta�  will have to abide by a few new rules 
to keep the two categories of beverage sales separate.

“You have to have a server,” Stiles noted. “It has to be a designated area that’s kind of 
cordoned o� .”

� e selection behind the counter will di� er, too. “It has to be a di� erent product than we 
actually sell in the store,” she said.

� at’ll mean more variety for customers. According to Stiles, some wine merchants don’t 
authorize retailers to buy their products, reserving them for restaurants. With a First Class 
License, the Original General Store will qualify as the latter.

� e board approved the application, which now awaits the state’s review.

Joseph Kay III, 32

Manslaughter case in infant’s death 
moves toward trial

By Alan J. Keays/VTDigger

Joseph William Kay, III

Stacey Vaillancourt is accused 
of providing a fatal dose of a 

sedative found in over-the-counter 
antihistamines to Harper Rose Briar, 

a 6-month-old infant in her care.

A Vermont judge has rejected a bid by a former Rutland 
child care provider — charged more than four years ago with 
manslaughter and child cruelty in the death of 6-month-old 
Harper Rose Briar — to dismiss the counts against her.  

Stacey Vaillancourt was accused in 2019 of giving a fatal 
amount of a sedative found in over-the-counter antihistamines 
to the infant in her care.

Vaillancourt, through her 
attorney, sought to dismiss the 
two charges against her, lead-
ing to hearings that delayed the 
case proceeding to trial.

Judge Cortland Corsones re-
cently wrote a 14-page decision 
rejecting Vaillancourt’s move to 
throw out the charges.

“Because there is substantial admissible evidence upon 
which a jury could � nd, beyond a reasonable doubt, that De-
fendant is guilty of both charges, the court denies the motion,” 
Corsones wrote. 

� e judge set a tentative trial date for Nov. 27.
When Vaillancourt was arraigned on the two charges in 

March 2019, she pleaded not guilty. If convicted of the charges, 
she faces up to 25 years in prison.

� e Pittsford infant died Jan. 24, 2019, at the child care 
facility that Vaillancourt ran out of her home on North Street in 
Rutland. According to an a�  davit � led by Detective Trooper 
Seth Richardson of the Vermont State Police, police were called 
at about 4:15 p.m. that day to the emergency room of Rutland 
Regional Medical Center, where Harper was pronounced dead.

Harper had been taken by ambulance to the medical center 
from Vaillancourt’s daycare, the a�  davit stated. � e ambu-
lance had been called to the in-home child care facility for a 
report that Harper was not breathing, Richardson wrote.

It was Harper’s second day at the home when Vaillancourt 
gave her a fatal amount of diphenhydramine, an “over-the-
counter (sedating) antihistamine used for treatment of allergic 
reactions,” according to a police a�  davit � led in the case.

According to the a�  davit, Vaillancourt told investigators she 
was the sole person who provided care for Harper that day.

An autopsy report from the state’s chief medical examiner’s 
o�  ce showed that Harper’s death was a homicide caused by 
“diphenhydramine intoxication.”

� e prosecution has alleged that Vaillancourt provided the 
drug to sedate the infant. 

Robert McClallen, Vail-
lancourt’s attorney, said at his 
client’s arraignment that she had 
run the daycare for 25 years but 
stopped operating it following 
the infant’s death.

In seeking to dismiss the 
charges, Vaillancourt’s defense 
had argued that the state case 

was based on circumstantial evidence and raised the possibil-
ity that another person could have administered the medica-
tion.

“� e court is not persuaded by Defendant’s arguments,” 
Corsones wrote. “� ere is ample evidence that (Harper) was 
alive and breathing, well into the afternoon on January 24.”

� e judge added that there was enough evidence for the 
case to go to trial and for a jury to weigh.

“To be sure, there is no evidence that Defendant knew that 
the amount of diphenhydramine she administered to (Harper) 
would cause intoxication, or death by intoxication,” Corsones 
wrote.

“However,” he added, “the circumstances here are at least 
su�  cient to have a jury decide whether Defendant was subjec-
tively aware that her actions risked harm to (Harper’s) health or 
well-being.”

Vaillancourt has been free on a $25,000 bond since her ar-
raignment.

Rutland County State’s Attorney Ian Sullivan, the prosecutor 
in the case, declined comment when reached Monday. Mc-
Clallen, Vaillancourt’s attorney, could not be reached Monday 
for comment.

Safety committee: .....................................................
from page 5

state police  no longer has the manpower to ful� ll its obligation 
to Hartland, and urged the Select Board to seek alternative 
sources. � e Windsor Police and Windsor County Sheri� ’s 
Department have indicated interest in serving the town, but 
the board opted to sign a contract renewal with the VSP until 
proper research is completed.

On June 19, the Select Board voted to form the Safety and 
Policing Committee, consisting of two Select Board members 
(Mandi Potter and Tom Kennedy), three citizens, one school 
board member, and one Fire and Rescue representative. � e 
Select Board chair and the Town Manager would be “personnel 
resources”. A compensated “scribe” was suggested for e�  cient 
communication and record-keeping.

Hobbie presented a draft “charge” to the committee, which 
the board hopes to populate quickly. 

“� e purpose of the Safety and Policing Committee is to 
de� ne what is meant by safety in Hartland, prioritize those 
needs, create recom-
mendations on how 
to achieve those 
identi� ed needs, 
and draft a budget 
associated with these 
recommendations,” 
the charge reads.

Two sources for 
research are cited — 
the VSP, relative to 
incidence records, 
and the townspeople 
themselves. � e charge includes anecdotal references to resi-
dents’ concerns: “Speeders, drug use, domestic violence, stolen 
property, vandalism, noisy neighbors, mental health, suicide 
checks, suspicious activity, vehicle crashes, � ghting, choking, 
child abuse, death investigation, dog and wildlife complaints, 
alarms, sexual deviants and landlord/tenant problems, etc.”

Relationships with other law enforcement authorities and 
� rst responders will be documented. Two Rivers Ottauquechee 
Regional Commission will facilitate a public meeting for dis-
cussion of the committee’s � ndings and recommendations.

� e committee is expected to submit their � nal report to the 
Select Board no later than October 2023.

“The purpose of the 
Safety and Policing 

Committee is to defi ne 
what is meant by 

safety in Hartland...
and draft a budget,” 
the charge reads.
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Sitting in the drizzling 
rain outside of Montpelier’s 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library 
on Friday afternoon, Je� rey 
Dorsey rolled back the 

black sock on his left ankle. 
“I just want to show you 

that so you believe me. 
Because I feel like some 
people don’t,” he told a 

reporter as he revealed a 
� st-sized, red-and-purple 
lump on the joint, and, in 
one crevice of his shin, a 
small abscess. “� ey don’t 
know the extent of it.”

� e 57-year-old had 
lived in Barre’s Budget 
Inn for months as part of a 
state program that shel-
tered people experiencing 
homelessness in motels 
and hotels. But on June 1, 
he was shown the door, and 
told he no longer quali� ed 
for a voucher because of 
the state’s newly narrowed 
eligibility criteria.

� e news had come as a 
surprise to Dorsey, because 
he’d heard that disabled 
people would continue 
to be helped. Between 
his diabetes (an infection 
this spring landed him in 
hospital for 17 days) and 
the continued e� ects of 
a hit-and-run in 2019 which 
required a succession of 
surgeries (one just seven 
months ago), he’d assumed 
he quali� ed. He didn’t. 

Dorsey stayed with his 
girlfriend for a couple days, 
but he couldn’t stay long-
term. And since then, 

STATE NEWS

Vermont attorney general 
sues Monsanto over PCB 
contamination in schools

Though a number of other states have sued the 
company, Vermont is the fi rst to sue on the grounds of 

damage to educational institutions.
By Emma Cotton/VTDigger

By Emma Cotton/VTDigger
Attorney General Charity Clark announces that Vermont is suing Monsanto on the steps of the 
Chittenden Civil Division of the Vermont Superior Court in Burlington on Monday, July 19.

“We’re seeing around 30% of the schools 
coming back with elevated levels of 

PCBs,” said Justin Kolber.

Attorney General Charity Clark has � led 
her � rst major lawsuit since taking o�  ce in 
January, taking on agrochemical giant Mon-
santo for alleged damage to the state’s natural 
resources and schools. 

According to Clark, the damage comes 
from Monsanto’s PCB products, which were 
made to use in household and construc-
tion goods such as paints, caulks, dyes and 
� reproo� ng substances, among others. 
PCBs have been linked to 
cancers and negative health 
impacts to the endocrine 
system, immune system, 
nervous system and repro-
ductive system. 

“Monsanto manufactured, marketed, 
sold, and distributed PCBs while knowing 
that its products would cause signi� cant, 
long-term damage in Vermont,” Clark said in 
a press release Monday. 

“� is lawsuit seeks to hold Monsanto 
accountable for knowingly misleading the 
public about the harmful impacts of its prod-
ucts. � e cost of cleaning up after Monsanto’s 
deception will be considerable and should 
be borne by the multibillion-dollar company 
that pro� ted from the misconduct, not by 
Vermont taxpayers,” she said in the state-
ment.

At a press conference Monday on the 
steps of the Chittenden Civil Division of the 
Vermont Superior Court in Burlington, Clark 
announced that her o�  ce � led the com-
plaint in that court Friday. 

“We know that Vermont’s natural resourc-

es, including surface waters and aquatic 
wildlife are contaminated, and we know that 
Lake Champlain is severely contaminated,” 
she said, adding that the state has issued � sh 
advisories for lake trout, smallmouth bass 
and yellow perch.

While other states have sued and settled 
cases against Monsanto, Vermont is the � rst 
state to sue for damage that has occurred in 
schools. � e suit seeks to remedy harms to 

all schools in Vermont with traceable PCB 
contamination. 

Following the discovery of PCB contami-
nation at Burlington High School in 2019 
— which required the school to shutter and 
move operations to the abandoned Macy’s 
department store in downtown Burling-
ton — the Vermont Legislature approved a 
statewide program to test all of the state’s 321 
schools for PCB contamination. 

“So far, almost 50 schools have been 
tested,” Justin Kolber, chief of the environ-
mental and public protection division in the 
Attorney General’s o�  ce, said at Monday’s 
press conference. “� e testing continues, 
and we’re seeing around 30% of the schools 
coming back with elevated levels of PCBs.”

Last December, Burlington School Dis-
trict � led a separate lawsuit against Monsan-
to for the cost of rebuilding a new high school. 

Vt enacts country’s most comprehensive 
law against police sexual violence 

Gov. Phil Scott signed S. 33, an act relat-
ing to miscellaneous judicial procedures. 
� e law prohibits a police o�  cer from 
engaging in sexual contact with an indi-
vidual who is in custody, being detained, 
or being arrested to also prohibiting law 
enforcement from engaging in a sexual act 
with a person who is the subject of an open 
investigation or a con� dential informant 
or victim in an open investigation. With 
this legislation, policy makers reiterated 
that non-consensual sex is a crime, while 
consenting adults should be a� orded  the 
autonomy and dignity to make choices 
about their own bodies. 

Consistent with this view, S.33’s ban on 
police sexual assaults will help prevent the 
second-most prevalent form of police vio-
lence behind excessive force, police sexual 
misconduct, which most commonly occurs 
between police and consensual adult sex 
workers. Due to their engagement in a 
criminalized activity, victims engaged in 
prostitution are targeted by o�  cers who use 
their fear of arrest to exploit them. “� e fear 
of arrest makes it impossible for a sex work-
er to give consent even if it appears that they 
may have made a choice. � ere is no choice 
to be made between violation and incar-
ceration. Additionally, because consent was 

obtained by deception, it amounts to sexual 
assault,” said Henri Bynx, co-founder and 
co-director of � e Ishtar Collective.

“Laws addressing police sexual violence 
codify the notion that consent, or lack 
thereof, is key when determining if a crime 
has occurred,” said Rep. Taylor Small, spon-
sor of the initial bill included in S.33. “By 
delineating when consent cannot be given, 
we acknowledge that it is possible for sex 
workers to consent to paid sex in other in-
stances and that when consent is involved, 
it should not be a crime,” Small continued, 
referencing the companion bills introduced 
last legislative session that would decrimi-
nalize consensual adult sex work.

� e majority of Vermonters agree that 
consensual adult sex work should be 
decriminalized. In  a 2022 poll, when asked 
if they think “prostitution between consent-
ing adults should be legal…or a crime,” 46% 
said it should be legal,while only 33% said 
it should be a crime. 21% were unsure. Sex 
workers, academics, human-rights activists, 
and public-health experts are increas-
ingly calling on legislators to consider the 
evidence around decriminalization, which 
demonstrates increases in public health 
and safety and decreases in exploitation 
and tra�  cking. 

Lawmakers are set to extend the motel 
program, but many will be left out

By Lola Du� ort/VTDigger

By Lola Du� ort/VTDigger
Je� rey Dorsey sits outside the Kellogg-Hubbard Library in 
Montpelier on Friday, June 16. Motel program → 29
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STATE NEWS

Protect nesting loons and loon chicks
Enjoy loons from a safe distance

By Mitch Moraski and John Hall, VTF&W
Loons nesting along lake shorelines are susceptible to human disturbance; their nests can be destroyed by motorboat wakes.

 Few birding experiences rival 
hearing the haunting call of the loon 
or seeing them glide by in protected 
coves on a lake.  However, for the birds’ 
protection, Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
is asking boaters and anglers to enjoy 
loons from a safe distance this summer. 

“Loons were removed from 
Vermont’s endangered species list in 
2005, but they face continued threats 
from human disturbance during the 
breeding season and ingestion of 
� shing gear,” said Rosalind Renfrew, 
wildlife biologist with Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife.

 “Many areas where loons nest on 
Vermont’s lakes are surrounded by 
signs reminding people to give loons 
the space they need, but not all nesting 
areas are marked.  We’re asking people 
to enjoy loons from a distance rather 
than approaching them, whether you 
are in a boat or on shore.” 

 Renfrew also reminds people to 
avoid using lead � shing tackle.  Every 
year Vermont loons die from lead poi-
soning after swallowing � shing tackle.  
Lead sinkers weighing one-half ounce 
or less are prohibited in Vermont, but 
larger tackle    still has the capacity to 
slough o�  lead into the environment 
over time.  Renfrew also recommends 
anglers to be careful to not attract loons 
to their bait and lures, and especially to 
not leave any � shing line behind as it 
can entangle and kill loons. 

Eric Hanson, biologist with the 
Vermont Loon Conservation Project 
and Vermont Center for Ecostudies 
(VCE), asks anglers to reel in for a few 
minutes if loons are diving nearby.  
To give anglers a place to discard 

their lead tackle, VCE will be placing 
collection tubes for lead tackle and 
discarded � shing line at over 20 boat 
access areas beginning this summer.   
VCE coordinates the loon project in 
partnership with the Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife Dept.

 Hanson and his colleagues moni-
tor Vermont’s loon population and 
have put out game cameras around 
loon nests to monitor the behavior 
of people around 
them.  Hanson says 
most people are 
respectful of nest-
ing loons and give 
them space, but 
people sometimes 
inadvertently harm 
loons without 
meaning to.

 “Loon chicks 
can be di�  cult 
to see, so we ask 
motorboaters to note where loon 
families are and to avoid those areas,” 
said Hanson.  “We also ask that mo-
torboaters obey ‘no wake’ laws within 
200 feet of shorelines because boat 
wakes can � ood and destroy shore-
line loon nests.” 

 As Vermont’s loon population 
continues to increase and canoeing 
and kayaking continues to become 
more popular, there is greater poten-
tial for people to come into con� ict 
with loons. Hanson reminds boaters 
to avoid pursuing loons in a canoe or 
kayak, especially loons with young. 

 “Occasionally a loon will be curi-
ous and approach people, and if that 
happens, just enjoy it,” said Hanson.  

“However, loons that are constantly 
swimming away from you are stressed 
and may abandon their young if they 
feel they are in danger.” 

Hanson also urges shoreline prop-
erty owners to maintain appropriate 
habitat for loons, including shrubby 
and forested areas along shorelines, 
where loons can nest.  Having shrubs 
and trees instead of lawns along shore-
lines also improves water quality which 

is essential for healthy lakes, aquatic 
insects, � sh eggs, � sh, and loons.

 Volunteers interested in monitor-
ing loons for the Loon Conservation 
Project should contact Hanson at 
loon@vtecostudies.org.  Volunteers 
can monitor lakes all summer long 
with a focus on lakes with loon pairs 
and nesting. 

Volunteers can also survey one or 
two lakes on Loonwatch Day, being 
held on July 15 this year, between 8 
and 9 a.m.  � e goal is to survey all 
lakes greater than 20 acres at the 
same time, which provides a popula-
tion count and checks on small lakes 
that are surveyed less often during 
the rest of year.  

 “Occasionally a loon will be curious 
and approach people, and if that 

happens, just enjoy it,” said Hanson.  
“However, loons that are constantly 

swimming away from you are 
stressed and may abandon their 

young if they feel they are in danger.”

16,000 Vermont 
health insurance 

customers affected 
by data theft

The cyberattack mostly impacted 
members of Vermont Blue Advantage

By Ti� any Tan/VTDigger
� e personal information of at least 16,000 Vermont 

health insurance customers was stolen in a cyberattack in 
January — more than twice the number originally reported.

� e a� ected people included over 14,000 Vermont 
residents, of whom 13,700 were members of Vermont Blue 
Advantage health insurance plans, the state Attorney Gen-
eral’s O�  ce said this week.

It said the other residents were on di� erent insurance 
plans: nearly 300 with Aetna ACE and about 50 with UAW 
Retiree Medical Bene� ts Trust.

Another roughly 2,250 individuals were members of Ver-
mont Blue Advantage who lived out of state, according to 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Vermont, an owner of the privately 
managed Medicare Part C plan. � e company said that, 
nationwide, the cyberattack a� ected thousands of organi-
zations and millions of people.

VTDigger reported earlier this month that the Jan. 30 
data breach of an IT management software company, 
Fortra LLC, compromised the personal information of 7,000 
retired Vermont teachers who were members of Vermont 
Blue Advantage, based on information from the state trea-
surer’s o�  ce. (Fortra provided software that Vermont Blue 
Advantage used to exchange � les with its supplemental 
bene� ts administrator, NationsBene� ts.)

After the story was published, VTDigger received 
multiple messages from Vermont retirees a� ected by the 
data breach — people who were not retired teachers and 

wondered about the extent of the breach within the state.
� e state Attorney General’s O�  ce didn’t learn until May 

26 that over 14,000 Vermont residents were involved, said 
spokesperson Lauren Jandl. 

Blue Cross Vermont said the company didn’t inform the 
state Department of Financial Regulation of the data breach 
until late last � ursday, because of a miscommunication 
between it and NationsBene� ts about who was going to 
contact the department. 

Blue Cross spokesperson Sara Teachout said Nations-
Bene� ts had sent a letter to each a� ected member, detailing 
what personal information was stolen in the data breach.

She said that information included names, dates of birth, 
addresses, medical and insurance details and, for 5% of the 
a� ected customers, their bank information. � e company 
said no Social Security numbers or credit card numbers 
were taken.

When asked why NationsBene� ts sent the noti� ca-
tion letters — which some recipients initially thought was 
junk mail because they had never dealt with that entity — 
Teachout said that was NationsBene� ts’ responsibility in 
the incident.

“As the company that experienced the cyberattack and 
resulting data breach, NationsBene� ts is responsible for 
notifying impacted parties,” she said in an email.

Teachout said NationsBene� ts, Blue Cross and Vermont 
Blue Advantage also reported the breach to the O�  ce for

Data theft  → 27

The state Attorney General’s Offi ce 
didn’t learn until May 26 that over 

14,000 Vermont residents were 
involved, said Lauren Jandl. 
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Building  → 10

The housing crisis 
challenge for the 
residential home 
building industry 

By Guy Payne
Editor’s note: Guy Payne is the executive director of Sustain-

able Energy Outreach Network in Brattleboro.
Did you know: Vermont’s Energy Code is the law, yet many 

builders and homeowners are unaware or choose to ignore it? 
Vermont’s housing crisis has highlighted not only the lack of 

adequate housing in the state but also the lack of an adequate 
workforce to build new homes. We will need thousands of new 
builders to join our existing contractor community. Along 
with the challenges of doing so comes the opportunity to help 
builders, new and old, learn new techniques, get better train-
ing, and build the most energy-e�  cient and environmentally 
friendly homes possible. Vermont’s Energy Code is a key piece 
of this e� ort. We need builders to know it and adhere to it. 
Consumers need to know it so they can demand compliance 
and get the best home they can. And Vermont needs it as we 
work towards reducing greenhouse gases and battling climate 
change.  

As a buyer of service, you as a consumer have a signi� cant 
say in ensuring that your home is safe, comfortable, healthy, 
durable, and energy-e�  cient, while also utilizing products 
that absorb carbon — all of which are hallmarks of high-per-
formance buildings. “High-performance buildings”  should 
be the new standard for home building and we need to help 
builders achieve that standard.  

To guarantee that your 
project can withstand the 
test of time, it is essential 
to hire a high-perfor-
mance certi� ed builder 
to prevent potential 
disasters in newly built 
or retro� tted houses.  
Although referrals can be 
helpful, they may not be 
adequate to ensure long-term durability and performance. 
Poor work performance, such as inadequate water, air, and 
thermal control layers, insu�  cient � ashing around windows 
and doors, and lack of attention to exterior water drainage, can 
lead to severe consequences. 

Continuous learning is non-negotiable when it comes to 
high-performance building. For Vermont builders, there are 
many organizations that o� er information and training on 
basic carpentry skills, high-performance building strategies, 
Energy Code updates, and high-performance certi� cations.  
Additionally, there are nationally recognized conferences, 
online learning opportunities, and nonpro� ts with a wealth of 
knowledge to help guide builders and carpenters. 

Despite Vermont’s Energy Code being excellent, many 
builders are unaware of the code, do not build to conform to 
the code, do not have the skills to build to the code, or provide 
documentation of their work to the owner, town clerk, or the 
Public Utility Commission (PUC). Which brings  us back to the 
question “Do you hire a company knowledgeable of the code, 
capable of  understanding the code, believing in its relevance 
and purpose, and capable of building according  to the code?” 
Remember, poor evidence of compliance with the code com-
prises any sale of your property.

But you, as a homeowner or future homeowner, can be 
proactive and smart. You can start by asking these questions 
to make sure your project is up to code so your home will be 
comfortable and safe for you for years to come — and one of 
the homes that help make a big change on a local level in our 
heavily, carbon footprint world: 

 ‘American 
Pickers’ returns 

to Vermont
De ar Editor,

I  am reaching out be-
cause our show is planning 
to return to Vermont in 
August 2023! We’re looking 
for leads throughout the 
state, speci� cally interesting 
characters with fascinating 
items and lots of them! � e 
way we � nd people and 
collections for our show is 
through spreading the word 
far and wide so that people 
know we’re coming to town. 
We hope you can help us 
let your community know 
about our search!

We at “American Pickers” 
are still taking the pandemic 
very seriously and will fol-
low all guidelines and proto-
cols for safe � lming outlined 
by the state. However, we 
are incredibly excited to 
continue connecting with 
the many collectors in the 
area to discuss their years of 
picking! If you feel it appro-
priate, we really hope you 
can help us let the people in 
your backyards know how 
eager we are to hear their 
stories! 

Collectors interested in 
being considered for the 
show should reach out to us 
by phone at (646) 493-2184 
or email at AmericanPick-
ers@cine� ix.com. Be sure to 

Pickers  → 10

New Battle� eld by Rivers, CagleCartoons.com

One year since Roe was overturned
Dear Editor,

Saturday, June 24, marks 
one year since the Supreme 
Court of the U.S. overturned 
Roe v. Wade in the case titled 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization. 

With that decision, the 
court ended the federal 
constitutional right to abor-
tion after nearly 50 years and 
allowed states to ban abor-
tion. � is was a devastating 
decision, but abortion re-
mains legal in Vermont. And 
Vermont remains a beacon 
of hope for all who seek this 
basic health care.

Together, we have the 
strength to win the fight for 
abortion rights and access. 
� e chaos and anguish 
caused by last year’s Supreme 
Court ruling to rob us of our 
rights has led to devastation 
for tens of millions of people 
and counting. It stripped 
people of their right to make 
personal medical decisions. 
It left patients across the 
country desperate, confused 
and fearful, and forced doc-
tors to prioritize politics over 
medicine — putting health 
care at risk.

But opponents of sexual 
and reproductive rights are 
no match for the will of the 
American people. � is move-
ment is powerful and built to 
last. Together, we’ve already 
secured major victories at 
the ballot box and in state 

legislatures, and we’re just 
getting started. 

State by state, we will hold 
elected o�  cials accountable 
for any attempt to control 
our bodies, our lives, and 
our futures. And know this: 
Planned Parenthood advoca-
cy organizations won’t stop. 
Freedom is our birthright, 
and we will build a just world 
that includes nationwide ac-
cess to abortion for all. 

Since Roe v. Wade was 
overturned, the Legislature, 
Gov. Phil Scott, and Vermont-
ers made history by passing 
Prop 5, the Reproductive 
Liberty Amendment in No-
vember 2022. � is addition to 
our state constitution protects 
every person’s right to make 
their own reproductive deci-
sions, such as whether/when 
to become pregnant, use tem-
porary or permanent birth 
control, or  abortion care.

In this past legislative ses-
sion, lawmakers passed, and 
Gov. Scott signed, two abor-
tion and gender-a�  rming 
“shield bills” into law that 
are the � rst in the country to 
explicitly include protecting 
access to a medication widely 
used in abortions even if the 
U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration withdraws its approval 
of the pill, mifepristone. 
� ese bills protect health care 
providers from repercus-
sions for providing legally 

protected reproductive and 
gender-a�  rming health care 
services.

With future access to a 
widely used abortion medi-
cation – mifepristone — in 
the hands of federal courts, 
Vermont o�  cials have se-
cured a supply of the pill. We 
have your back.

We are the majority. Sup-
port for protecting access to 
safe and legal abortion is at an 
all-time high.

� e public is with us, and 
Planned Parenthood advo-
cacy and political organiza-
tions will continue to be bold 
as we � ght for their freedom 
to control their own bodies.

A post-Roe world is scary 
for millions of Americans. 
We’re fortunate to live in 
Vermont, where the majority 
of politicians have no inten-
tion of getting involved in our 
personal medical decisions. 
So thank your representatives 
and the governor for support-
ing reproductive rights and 
basic health care.

Planned Parenthood 
will never stop � ghting for 
reproductive rights, abor-
tion rights, and transgender 
rights. We will always be in 
your corner.

Lucy Leriche, VP of public 
a� airs for Planned Parent-
hood Vermont Action Fund. 
She is a former Vermont state 
legislator

We will need 
thousands of new 

builders to join our 
existing contractor 

community. 
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OPINION

CAPITAL QUOTES

Trump is “scared s**tless” by the 
circumstances in which he � nds himself. 
He’s never been held accountable before,” 

former White House chief of staff John Kelly
told the Washington Post.

Former President Donald Trump was indicted 
on 37 federal charges, including obstruction 
and unlawful retention of national defense 
information for storing dozens of classifi ed 
documents at his Florida resort. Each of 
those charges carries a maximum fi ne of 
$250,000, with maximum prison sentences 
between fi ve and 20 years. But Trump has 
only continued to climb in the polls since 
the indictment, rising above his Republican 
competitors. Polls show him with 51-53% 
after his second indictment. A new NPR/PBS 
Newshour/Marist College poll found about 
half of all voters believe Trump broke the law 
and want him to drop out of the race. 

“I can’t believe that politics didn’t play 
some role here,” 

Former Vice President Mike Pence told CNBC.  

“Trump always gets all the coverage. � is 
is what it’s like to run against Trump,”  

said an adviser to one of Trump’s opponents.

“It’s like they are challenging a sitting president, 
and in some ways, Donald Trump is a legitimate 
president in the minds of many Republican 
primary voters. � at could explain why there isn’t a 
bounce. It’s not a completely open � eld. And we’re 
considering all these new faces who are popping in, 
it’s like these are challengers to an incumbent,” 

said Christine Matthews, president of Bellwether 
Research.

OP-ED

‘The system is broken’ is a cruel 
joke, there is no system

By Richard Rawson

With what other illnesses 
do we call on police to be 
the health care system’s 

therapeutic agents? 

Editor’s note: Richard Rawson, Ph.D, is 
a research professor at the UVM Center for 
Behavior and Health. He lives in Brandon. 
He also is a professor emeritus in Psychiatry 
at the David Ge� en School of Medicine at 
UCLA.

In a June 8 commentary, Jim Tomczak 
poignantly described the impossible situ-
ation he faces in caring for his son who 
su� ers schizophrenia. 

He and his family members have spent 
many years experiencing the grim conse-
quences created by 
the periodically severe 
symptoms of his 
son’s brain disease. 
He describes without 
anger or accusation 
his “no good choice” 
options that he has in 
caring for his very sick 
son. Let the son live at home and subject 
the family to living as hostages to their son’s 
brain disease, or, evict the son to fend for 
himself on the street. A choice no parent 
should be forced to make.

Tomczak is far from alone in this 
Catch-22 world. Many parents and spouses 
and children of seriously mentally ill or 
severely addicted individuals live in this 
world without humane choices. Options for 
involuntary treatment are very limited. � e 
abuses of involuntary commitment por-
trayed in “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” 
in the 1970s led to laws that make it nearly 
impossible to intervene on an individual 
against their will. 

In his brilliant new book, “� e Best 
Minds: A Story of Friendship, Madness and 
the Tragedy of Good Intentions” (2023), 
Jonathan Rosen tells the story of his brilliant 

childhood friend, Michael Laudor, who 
overcame his struggle with schizophrenia 
to graduate from Yale Law School, only to 
crash into tragedy when psychosis gained 
control of his brain and behavior. 

As he tells the story of his friend, Rosen 
weaves into the narrative a history of the 
American mental health system from the 
idealistic days of the Kennedy administra-
tion, when the 1963 Community Mental 
Health Act outlined a plan to “deinstitution-
alize” people with mental illness. � e plan 

involved closing the 
state mental institu-
tions and a transition 
to a system of com-
munity mental health 
centers, combining 
medication treatment 
and psychological and 
social supports. 

Over the next decade, many mental 
institutions in the U.S. were closed. But 
the community mental health system 
never happened. “Deinstitutionalization” 
became synonymous with “dumping” seri-
ously mentally ill individuals into commu-
nities with no adequate system of treatment 
and support.

� e current situation described by Tom-
czak is repeated for millions of families in 
the U.S. Individuals like Mr. Tomczak’s son 
are the “lucky” ones, as they have families 
who provide love and support. However, for 
those without families to provide support, 
or for individuals whose illness is so severe 
that they are unable to accept support, they 
are abandoned to life on the street, with 
their lives governed by brains tortured by 
psychosis and/or addiction. 

We can see clearly now
By Bill McKibben

Editor’s note: Bill McKibben is an internationally known climate activist and writer who 
lives in Ripton.

In Vermont, the scent of wood smoke on a late fall afternoon is an iconic smell. It’s 
not like that here today, in the � rst week of June — it’s more like sitting on the side of the 
camp� re where the wind is blowing, but without any of the bene� ts of the blaze. � e air is a 
dull gray, and the sunshine through it looks and feels diminished, as if from a di� erent star 
circling a di� erent planet. My chest is tight, and I keep bringing up phlegm.

And I’m lucky. � e air is worse in New York and in D.C. — indeed, across the East, cities 
are breaking all-time pollution records. (I imagine it was smokier back in the early Indus-
trial Revolution, but we weren’t measuring it.)

And we’re all lucky. Because this is what a huge percentage of the world’s people breathe 
every single day of their lives. In fact, we should probably — in our hearts if not our lungs — 
be grateful for a few days like this. � ey bring us much, much closer to the lived experience 
of billions of our brothers and sisters.

In the case of the eastern U.S. today, the smoke — and the dangerous particulates it car-
ries — comes from Canadian wild� res. � ey are a result of the hot, dry weather that climate 
change has made more likely. It began out west earlier in the spring, as parts of Alberta 
turned into an inferno. And then, as the go-to meteorologists Bob Henson and Je�  Masters 
reported:

“By late May and early June, the dangerous � re weather extended into the moister 
climates of Ontario and Quebec  —  and even the Canadian Maritimes  —  as lush trees and 
grasses became tinder-dry amid severe drought and heat.”

Mental health  → 10

Clearly  → 31
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Mental health: ...............................................................
from page 9

• Are the architects/builders/carpenters (not just the 
owner) up-to-date with high-performance certi� ca-
tions or in the process of learning best practices? 

• When did they take the training (should be updated ev-
ery 3 years) and who conducts the training (reputable)? 

• What percentage of the work crew, from top to bottom, 
is engaged in continuous learning? 

• Is your builder aligned with state or nationally recog-
nized Energy Star/high-performance building? 

• Is your builder registered with Vermont’s O�  ce of 
Professional Regulation? 

• Research the record of Energy Code comwpliance of 
the builder’s last few projects. You can go to the town 
clerk’s o�  ce for evidence of compliance. 

• Inquire as to the registration of the builders’ crew in 
ongoing learning. Ask for certi� cates of attendance/
completion. � e knowledge base of high-performance 
building must be deployed throughout the crew. 

Finally, read this article about interviewing your building 
professional, written by one of Vermont’s most highly-recog-
nized high-performance builders, Peter Yost: buildingscience.
org/interviewing your-building-professional.

Building: ..............................................................................
from page 8

have them include their full 
name, city/state, contact 
information, and a brief 
description of their collec-
tion. 

Also, please note that 
the Pickers only pick 
private collections, so no 
stores, malls, � ea markets, 
museums, auctions, busi-
nesses, or anything open 

to the public.
 Let me know if you are 

able to get the word out! 
My contact info is below, 
don’t hesitate to call me 
with any questions. � ank 
you so much for your time 
and help!

Jasmina Joseph
Producer, American 

Pickers

Pickers: ..................................................................................
from page 8

Submitted
Vermont Adaptive volunteer Liz Mead of Chittenden and her husband, Malcolm, stand in Gillette Stadium in Foxborough, 
Massachusetts. Mead was one of 26 recipients of the 2023 Myra Kraft Community MVP Award on � ursday, June 8.

� e often-heard “the system is broken” is a cruel joke. 
Although there are many deeply committed individuals 
and organizations working to provide help to individuals 
su� ering from serious mental illness and severe addiction, 
there is no coordinated “system” that is even close to being 
adequate to meet their needs. 

And while no one is advocating for a return to an au-
thoritarian civil commitment approach in pre-"Cuckoo’s 
Nest" times, for individuals like Tomczak’s son and Michael 
Laudor, a new paradigm is needed so that individuals 
whose brain is controlled by psychosis and addiction can be 
helped despite the wishes of their dysfunctional brains. 

In every American city and in rural America, there are 
legions of unhoused individuals, some percentage of whom 
have serious mental illness and/or severe addiction. In 
many communities, the people who are called upon to 
manage crisis situations with these most seriously ill pa-
tients are the police. With what other illnesses do we call on 
police to be the health care system’s therapeutic agents? 

When the coronavirus derailed normal life in the U.S. and 
was killing tens of thousands every week, the U.S. scienti� c 
community, together with pharma and the public health 
system, almost miraculously came together to develop and 
deliver multiple e� ective vaccines in less than a year. � is 
Covid vaccine story demonstrated that, when a problem is 
deemed serious enough, America can focus and coordinate 
its technical expertise and funding to produce solutions. 

� e situations described by Tomczak and Jonathan 
Rosen and experienced by millions of seriously mentally ill 
and addicted individuals requires a similarly intensive and 
coordinated e� ort. Half-measures won’t � x this situation. 

Fifty years ago we shut down mental hospitals, but failed 
to build a replacement system. It’s time to bring together the 
best minds in psychiatry, addiction treatment, housing, and 
social services to create a coordinated response to the needs 
of these individuals with severe brain disease and provide 
hope and alternatives to them and their families.

Fatal shooting: ...............................................................................................................................................................................................
from page 1

use of force is up to the perception of the o�  cer at the time,” 
Trudeau said. 

Hewitt has served with the Fair Haven department since 
1998 after beginning his police career with the Rutland 
County Sheri� ’s Department in 1991. He also worked for the 
Brandon Police Department. In Fair Haven, he works as the 
department’s � rearms instructor.

Barber has previous convictions. � e Rutland Herald 
reported Barber pleaded guilty in 2005 to second-degree 
murder in a 2003 beating of Charles Shlosser, 85, of Benson. 

Barber allegedly told police in a 2003 statement that he 

struck Shlosser in the head with a hammer due to a drug 
money issue. Barber entered a plea deal in 2005, calling 
for him to serve at least 15 years in prison for the murder of 
Shlosser, the Rutland Herald reported. 

Last year, Barber pleaded guilty to a felony charge after 
Castleton police said he was driving 95 mph on Route 4 to 
avoid being stopped, according to the Rutland Herald. Police 
said Barber told them he didn’t want to be stopped because 
there was a warrant for his arrest in connection to the fur-
lough he was serving because of the murder. Barber was on 
life supervision for the murder.

Vermont Adaptive volunteer Liz Mead named 
2023 Myra Kraft Community MVP Award winner

Vermont Adaptive Ski and Sports Volunteer Liz Mead, a 
resident of Chittenden, was recognized by the Kraft Family, 
Patriots Foundation and Gillette, along with 25 other volun-
teers, as a 2023 Myra Kraft Community MVP Award winner on 
� ursday, June 8.

 Twenty-six volunteers were recognized for their con-
tributions at an awards ceremony and luncheon at Gillette 
Stadium in Foxborough, Massachusetts. In total, $275,000 
in donations were distributed to the nonpro� ts represented 
by each volunteer. Twenty-� ve organizations each received 
$10,000 and the Brian Dagle Foundation received this year’s 
grand prize of $25,000.

 For the past 25 years, the Kraft family and the New Eng-
land Patriots Foundation have been recognizing volunteers 
for going above and beyond to give back to their commu-
nities through the Myra  Kraft Community MVP Awards 
program. Formerly known as the Community Quarterback 
Awards, this volunteer recognition was renamed in 2011 in 
memory of Myra Kraft.

 “It is an honor to be selected for the Myra Kraft Communi-
ty MVP award,” said Mead. “� e spirit of volunteerism that the 
award recognizes is crucial to improving our communities; 
and I am deeply honored to have been nominated — much 
less selected! Volunteering with Vermont Adaptive is im-
portant to me because it gives me the opportunity to expose 
athletes from the adaptive community to the bene� ts of out-
door activity. � e smiles that light up the faces of our athletes 
experiencing the freedom of movement on snow, water, or 
bike path, are inspiring. Mead was the recipient of Vermont 
Adaptive’s Volunteer of the Year Award in 2019 for her love 

and commitment to the Vermont Adaptive community. She 
has been a volunteer with the organization since 2016 and 
typically skis more than 100 days a winter, the majority of that 
time volunteering with Vermont Adaptive.

 “She brings her vast experience with her own children on 
the slopes and outdoors to our programs every day and is a 
supportive and caring mentor to everyone she works with,” 
said Tom Alcorn, senior program coordinator at Vermont 
Adaptive. “Her support at our special events year-round 
has been invaluable and you will be hard pressed to � nd her 
not helping her fellow volunteers and sta�  members. � e 
commitment she gives to our Special Olympics athletes and 
school groups has made for some amazing successes and 
plenty of fun times on the bike path, water and snow.”

 Mead was selected for the Myra Kraft Community MVP 
Award from more than 350 nominations. � e 2023 award-
winners range from 21- to 80-years-old and represent every 
New England state. � e selected nonpro� ts provide support 
for many causes, including education, domestic violence pre-
vention, healthcare, homelessness, mentoring and military 
support.

 On hand to congratulate the award winners were 
President of Kraft Family Philanthropies Josh Kraft; Patriots, 
College and Pro Football Hall of Famer and Patriots Executive 
Director of Community A� airs Andre Tippett; and Procter & 
Gamble’s, VP of Grooming, North America, John Claugh-
ton.

 “Each year we have the privilege of reading hundreds 
of stories about volunteers who go above and beyond to 
build stronger New England communities,” said Josh Kraft.  
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Understand 
intuitively
5. Two of some-
thing
9. Not involving 
computer tech
11. Acclaimed
13. Undermine
15. The condi-
tion of being 
concealed or 
hidden
16. Irritate
17. The process 
of developing a 
theory
19. Ceramic jar
21. Not fresh
22. Dad’s fashion 
accessory
23. Popular 
review site
25. New Mexico 
county
26. ‘__ death do 
us part
27. Fees
29. Takes with 
force
31. One-time 
Yankees rookie 
sensation
33. Gordon and 
Snider are two
34. Body parts
36. Arranges
38. Fiddler crabs
39. Mimics
41. Witnesses
43. They __
44. Lasso

46. Runs down
48. In response 
to
52. Bird-like 
dinosaur
53. Metamorphic 
stages
54. Conditions of 
incapacity
56. Sodas are 
sold in these 
units
57. Break away 
from
58. Ethereal
59. Boggy

CLUES DOWN
1. Mangled
2. Ruffled some 
feathers
3. Not young
4. Lakers legend
5. Nocturnal S. 
American rodent
6. Direction 
(Scottish)
7. Intestinal 
inflammation
8. Spring back 
in fear
9. Owl genus
10. Girls
11. Unbeliefs
12. Force unit
14. Expired trade 
agreement
15. Went alone
18. Animal 
noises
20. Woman who 
graduated from a 

specific school
24. The very top
26. Organs in males
28. Earnings
30. Z Z Z
32. Reddish browns
34. A salt or ester of 
acetic acid
35. A place to get off your 
feet

37. More disreputable
38. Kidney condition
40. Cease moving
42. Quick
43. Extra seed covering
45. “Survivor: Panama” 
winner
47. Six
49. One who inspects 
lamps

50. Small parrot
51. Primordial matter of 
the universe
55. __ fi (slang

SUDOKU

How to Play
Each block is divided by its own matrix of nine cells. � e rule for solv-
ing Sudoku puzzles are very simple. Each row, column and block, must 
contain one of the numbers from “1” to “9”. No number may appear 
more than once in any row, column, or block. When you’ve � lled the 
entire grid the puzzle is solved.

LOCAL PEOPLE.   
LOCAL SERVICE.

HOME COMFORT
ALL SEASON LONG!

Call us now at 866-326-0535

• HEATING - Boilers, 
Furnaces,  
Space Heating

• Heat pumps
• Water heaters
• Generators
• Smart Home

• Fuel Stops
• Fuel storage tanks
• Propane &  

Fuel Delivery
• Tank monitoring
• 24/7 Emergency 

Service

Solutions →21C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L E

PUZZLES

WORDPLAY SUDOKU
'HURRICANE SEASON' Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally and backwards

ADVISORY
ALERTS
ATMOSPHERE
CENTER

COAST
CYCLONE
EYE WALL
GALE

HURRICANE
INTENSITY
INUNDATION
LANDFALL

LOCATION
POSITION
PRECAUTION
RAINING

SEASON
STORMY
TRACKING
TYPHOON

VORTEX
WARNING
WATCH
WINDS

Solutions →21
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THURSDAY
6/22

National junior golf tournament returns to 
Killington
Begins at 8:50 a.m. Green Mountain National Golf Club , 476 
Barrows Towne Road, Killington. Prices vary. The game’s 
future stars tee it up with 132 boys and girls (ages 12-19) 
competing. The tournament consists of a practice round 
on Monday and continues with a 3-day tournament from 
June 20-22. For more info visit ajga.org/tournaments/2023/
golf-performance-center-killington-junior-golf-championship.

The American Red Cross Hosts a Blood Drive
10 a.m.-2:20 p.m. The Northstar Room, Killington Grand Hotel, 228 E 
Mountain Rd, Killington. Free. All donors will receive a $10 gift card to 
a merchant of their choice. Plus, you’ll be automatically entered for a 
chance to win a backyard theater package, including a laser wireless 
projector and screen, smokeless fi repit, Adirondack chair set, & more. 
If you are an eligible type O, B-, or A- donor, consider making a Power 
Red donation. Red blood cells are the most commonly transfused 
blood component. Maximize your blood donation & help more patients.

Storytime at Rutland Free Library:  ‘Magical 
Creatures’
10 a.m. Fox Room, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St., Rutland. Free. 
Storytime promotes early literacy and socialization skills in a fun setting. 
Each session might off er stories, movement, and an activity. Geared 
towards ages 2-5. For more info visit: rutlandfree.org

Ukelele Group
12–1 p.m. Chaff ee Art Center, 16 So. Main St.,  Rutland.  Free. Meet 
on Thursdays as musician Steven Wilson leads attendees  through 
specifi c sheet music. All levels welcome. This is not a class, but 
a group enjoying playing the ukulele together. Must pre-register: 
chaff eeartcenter.square.site or call 802-775-0356.

'You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown’
1 p.m. Walker Farm Field, 705 Main St, Weston. Free. Charlie 
Brown navigates the ups and downs of growing 
up, playing football, fl ying a kite, and 
being friends with just about the best 
dog there is. Full of memorable songs and 
iconic moments from the classic "Peanuts" 
comic strip, this charming show is sure to 
delight audiences of all ages. For more info visit 
westontheater.org.

Summer 
Hockey League at 
Union Arena
Various times. Union Arena, 80 Amsden Way, Woodstock. 
$225-$250. Skaters have an opportunity to be on the ice and 
participate in drills, learning important skills and parts of the 
game from Steven Townley, local Woodstock alum and state 
champion, now playing D-1 collegiate hockey for Dartmouth’s “Big 
Green” men’s ice hockey team. For more info visit unionarena.org/
summer-camps.

Crafts for Kids
3:30-4:30 p.m. Hartland Public Library, 153 Route 5, Hartland. Free. 
Every Thursday, join us for crafts in the Juvenile Fiction Room! 
Bookmark and card making, collaging, creative writing, 
glitter, drawing, painting, and more. For more info visit: 
hartlandlibraryvt.org.

Yoga with Kellie
4-5 p.m. Rutland Free Library 10 Court St, Rutland. 
Free. Join Kellie for yoga weekly in the Fox Room. 
For more info visit: rutlandfree.org.

Kids and Adults Ballroom Classes 
with Patti Panebianco 
5-7:50 p.m. Green Mountain Community 
School, Brennan Circle in Poultney. $15-
$112. Ballroom dancing classes for kids and 
adults. For more info visit: stone-valley-arts.
loxi.io/ballroom-dance-with-patti-panebianco.

Feast & Field Music Series — 
Ladles
5:30 p.m. Fable Farm, 1525 Royalton Turnpike, 
Barnard. $5-$25. Live music at Fable Farm every 
Thursday night, all summer long. The Ladles have 
3-part female harmony perfected - but their sound 
is more than that… They are an amalgamation of 
their respective histories and infl uences. For more info 
visit feast-and-fi eld.square.site/tickets.

Watercolor Class with Dale Bills
6-8 p.m. Chaff ee Art Center, 16 So. Main St.,  Rutland. $35. All 
materials included. For more info visit: chaff eeartcenter.org.
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Analog x SVT gravel rides
6-8 p.m. Analog Cycles, 188 Main St #1, Poultney. Priced according 
to membership. Join Slate Valley Trails and Analog Cycles for summer 
gravel rides each Thursday through September.  The ride may include 
a mix of road, dirt road, double track and single track. Gravel bike 
approved. For more info visit slatevalleytrails.org/calendar.

Stephen P. Kiernan: 'The Glass Chateau'
6:30 p.m. Phoenix Books, 2 Center St., Rutland. Free. Phoenix 
Books  welcomes critically acclaimed author Stephen P. Kiernan back 
to Rutland to celebrate the release of his latest novel, "The Glass 
Chateau."  Stephen will be in conversation with Harry McEnerny, actor, 
director, longtime professor at Castleton University. Fo rmore info visit 
phoenixbooks.biz/events

Fair Haven Concerts in the Park
7 p.m. Fair Haven Park, Fair Haven Free. Thursdays June 22 to Aug. 
24th. This weeks performers are Wailon Waylon Jennings Tribute. For 
mo info visit poultneyareachamber.com/events

God of Carnage’ at Artistree Community Arts 
Center
7 p.m.  Artistree Community Arts Center, 2095 Pomfret Road, South 
Pomfret. Tickets $150 $20. Winner of the 2009 Tony Award for 
Best Play and the Lawrence Olivier Award for Best Comedy, God 
of Carnage is an explosive 
comedy that’s all fun and 
games until the grownups 
get hurt. For more info visit 
artistreevt.org/special-events.

WEDNESDAY
6/21

National junior golf tournament returns to 
Killington
Begins at 8:50 a.m. Green Mountain National Golf Club , 
476 Barrows Towne Road, Killington. Prices vary. The future 
stars tee it up with 132 players (ages 12-19)will compete. A 
practice round on Monday continues with a 3-day tournament 
June 20-22. For more info visit ajga.org/tournaments/2023/
golf-performance-center-killington-junior-golf-championship.

Pre-K Storytime at Billings Farm & Museum
9:30-11 a.m. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Road. $12/child 
or $10/member child. Young ones from are invited to Billings Farm & 
Museum to hear farm tales wrapped in rich engagement, make a craft, 
and enjoy a snack.Adult attendance is required. One adult admitted 
free with a paid child. For more info visit: billingsfarm.org.

Early Literacy Playgroup
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Fox Room, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St., Rutland. 
Free. A fun playgroup for your 2-5 year old. Miss Allie hosts. For more 
info visit: rutlandfree.org.

Bike Bum race series
2-5 p.m. Top of Rabbit Hole, Killington Ski Resort. Cost: $200 per 
team / $50 per individual. Individuals may enter a single race for $20. 
Day-of registration will take place at the start gate. All pricing includes 
a $5 chip fee. 10-week race series is held Wednesday afternoons (2:00 
p.m. – 5:00 p.m.) from June 21 to August 23 followed by an exclusive 
after-party for Bike Bum racers. For more info visit killington.com/
things-to-do/events.

Graphic Novel Book Club for Kids
3-4 p.m. Norman Williams Public Library, 10 The Green, Woodstock. 
Free. Come learn about new graphic novels, talk about your favorites, 
and maybe create your own.  Grades 3 through 6. Children 10 and 
younger must be accompanied by a caregiver who is 14 or older. For 
more info visit: adrian@normanwilliams.org.

Kids' Monthly Mosaic Summer Club
4 p.m. Day Breaks Glass Studio, 285 Main St, Bethel. Cost is $25-$35. 
Welcome to Summer Session of Monthly Mosaic Art for kids aged 6-12 
years. We will learn Mosaic technique through hands on creation of 
mosaic art.  For more info visit daybreaksglassvt.com/event-details/
kids-monthly-mosaic-summer-club.

Book Group — ‘Eat That Frog!’ by Brian Tracy
4:15-5:15 p.m. Chaff ee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland.

Slate Valley Trails Group Mountain Bike Ride
5:30-7:30 p.m. Analog x SVT gravel rides See membership inclusion 
for details. Join SVT for our weekly summer group MTB rides which will 
take place every other Wednesday through September.  For more info 
visit slatevalleytrails.org.

Name that Fish Stew! Cooking Class
12-3 p.m. Bridgewater Corners, Bridgewater. Cost is $95. Chef Ted will 
teach the skills to create a delicious New England seafood stew with 
shellfi sh and vegetables. For more info visit odysseyeventsvt.com.

Michelob ULTRA Golf League
5 p.m. Killington Golf Course
The format is a 9-hole scramble tournament on the front 9. Sign 
ups are available as a team or as an individual. Handicaps will be 
considered and reviewed to ensure fair play. Each week, prizing will go 
to the 1st and 2nd place teams by score, as well as proximity to the pin 
& long drive winners. Prizes are provided by local shops & restaurants. 
For more info visit killington.com/things-to-do/events.

BarnArts production of “Arcadia” 
7 p.m. Barnard Center for the Arts, 1544 Royalton Turnpike, South 
Royalton. Cost is $15-$20. Tom Stoppard’s Arcadia, an award winning 
play, beloved by theater majors, science nerds and anyone who likes to 
ponder life, the universe and everything explores the nature of history, 
ambition, and love alongside a mind-bending experience of real-time 
quantum mechanics. 

Wild Woods Music Song Circle
7:15 p.m. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland. Free. Music 
lovers, singers, players of acoustic instruments, and listeners are 
welcomed. The atmosphere of the song circle is easy-going and 
encouraging to beginners or anyone developing their interest in music. 
This is a good place to break-in a new instrument or to play a well used 
and loved one. For more info visit rutlandrec.com/godnick or call Jack 
Crowther at 802-775-1182 or e-mail Gus Bloch, song circle leader, at 
gusbloch@gmail.com.
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Stonefl ies & French Fries
10 a.m. White Cottage Snack Bar, 863 West Woodstock Road,  
Woodstock. Free. Join a VINS educator in a benthic macroinvertebrate 
survey of the Ottaquechee River, as we search for all things creepy 
and crawly, slimy and scaly, and fascinating and fun! Learn diff erent 
sampling and identifi cation techniques and learn what these animals 
have to say about the health of their local ecosystem. For more 
information, contact us at 802-359-5000 or info@vinsweb.org

Birds & Blooms Market Garden
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Proctorsville Green Rt 131. Free. Find bird-themed gift 
baskets, artful birdhouses, gift certifi cates, meadow seeds, garden 
tools, and surprising avian treasures. All donations fund the Cavendish 
Streetscapes Committee, helping to make our villages look better year-
round. For more info visit cavendishconnects.

Climb Out of the Darkness: Walk for Maternal 
Mental Health
10 a.m. - noon.
Free. Focus on danotion. Gather for awareness and community 
connection: parents and survivors of depression, anxiety connected 
with childbearing or family building. The event will be a time to gather 
for activities including simple yoga, massage, and small activities to 
honor our well being. Kidzone, Door prizes, raffl  es, and Wellness bags 
to the fi rst 20 participants at the event. For more info visit https://www.
classy.org/team/481765

Vermont Farmers’ Market
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Proctorsville Green Rt 131. Free. Find bird-themed 
gift baskets, artful birdhouses, gift certifi cates, meadow seeds, garden 
tools, and surprising avian treasures. All donations fund the Cavendish 
Streetscapes Committee, helping to make our villages look better year-
round. For more info visit cavendishconnects.

Celebrating Abenaki Art, Heritage, and 
Culture art  show
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Stone Valley Arts, 145 E. Main St., Poultney. Free. 
Featured artists include Charlie A., Amy Hook-Therrien, Francine 
Poitras Jones, Hawk Schulmeisters, Vera Longtoe Sheehan, Diane 
Stevens, Paul Rene Tamburro, and Kerry Wood. The work represents 
a variety of media including basket making, photography, weaving, 
digital prints, painting, birch bark biting, ink prints, carving, and other 
traditional work that all connect to the cultural heritage, traditions, and 
philosophies of a people who have walked this land for over 13,000 
years. For more info visit stone-valley-arts.loxi.io.

Rutland Railroad Museum & Model Club
11 a.m.-1 p.m. 79 Depot Lane, Center Rutland. Free. Children of all 
ages will delight in the HO scale model railroad operating display (HO 
is a rail transport modeling scale using a 1:87 scale). The depot is 
now a museum that displays hundreds of rare or antique model trains, 
photographs, signs and diverse memorabilia saved from an earlier time, 
including the former Rutland Railroad caboose #45. For more info visit: 
rutlandrailway.org.

The Souffl é Also Rises Plus Apple-Tart Cooking 
Class
12-3 p.m. Bridgewater Corners, Bridgewater. Cost is $80.
Learn how to make our un-classic fallen souffl  é. First, we handle the 
classic combo of Vermont dairy and eggs in an unclassic “fallen” 
souffl  é. Then with apples from local orchards, you’ll learn to make a 
light and delicious apple tart with Vermont maple cream. If it’s sugaring 
season we may even walk to our neighbor’s shack to see some of the 
processes. BYOB and eat what you make.

You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown’
1 p.m. Walker Farm Field, 705 Main St, Weston. Free. Charlie Brown 
navigates the ups and downs of growing up, playing football, fl ying 
a kite, and being friends with just about the best dog there is. Full of 
memorable songs and iconic moments from the classic Peanuts comic 
strip, this charming show is sure to delight audiences of all ages. For 
more info visit westontheater.org

Stained Glass Potted Plants
5-8 p.m. Day Breaks Glass Studio, 285 Main St, Bethel. $95. Create 
a house plant or succulent in Stained Glass and “plant” it into a lovely 
repurposed planter of your choice! This is a great basic stained glass 
project to enhance your skills or jump start your stained glass crafting. 
No experience is necessary.   For more info visit daybreaksglassvt.com/
event-details/kids-monthly-mosaic-summer-club

Hands-on Hand-made Pasta Lesson
6:30-9:30 p.m. Bridgewater Corners Bridgewater Bridgewater 
Corners. $85. Learn how to make three diff erent types of pasta: 
tortellini, fettuccini, and ravioli plus three diff erent fi llings and three 
accompanying sauces. Call or email us to discuss, 802-342-1513, or 
info@odysseyeventsvt.com.

Music in the Mountains Chamber Music Series — 
Simon Ghraichy and Daniel Andai
7 p.m.  Pico Base Lodge: 73 Alpine Drive, Mendon Free. For 41 years, 
internationally-renowned musicians have performed in the Music in 
the Mountains chamber music series with the beauty of the Green 
Mountains as a backdrop. These distinguished artists also spend the 
summer at Killington teaching and mentoring young musicians who 
perform in the Young Artist Series. For more info visit picomountain.
com/things-to-do/events/calendar/music-in-the-mountains-concert1.

FRIDAY
6/23

Brandon Farmers’ Market
9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Central Park, Conant Square, Brandon. Free. For 
more info visit brandonfarmersmarketvt.com/about.

WoodSpryte Early Learning Adventures
9:30-10:30 a.m. Green Mountain Community School, Poultney. $12/
class.WoodSpryte Arts classes will focus around WoodSpryte Garden, 
located at Stone Valley Arts at Fox Hill, 145 East Main St., Poultney. 
Ages 2-8. Stories and activities will be guided by what we are planting, 
what creatures are visiting, what is growing, whatwe are tasting and/
or preparing, as well as the arts and cooking projects. Join us on the 
SVA lawn Fridays.  Forinfo call 802-235-2209, email woodsprytearts@
vermontel.net, or on Facebook, tinyurl.com/stonevalleyartswoodspryte.

Adult Artery Weekly Workshop
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Chaff ee Art Center, 16 So. Main St.,  Rutland.     Cost 
depends on supplies needed, $5-$20. Join us every Friday 10am-
Noon. For more info visit chaff eeartcenter.org.

'You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown’
1 p.m. Walker Farm Field, 705 Main St, Weston. Free. Charlie Brown 
navigates the ups and downs of growing up, playing football, fl ying 
a kite, and being friends with just about the best dog there is. Full of 
memorable songs and iconic moments from the classic "Peanuts" 
comic strip, this charming show is sure to delight audiences of all ages. 
For more info visit westontheater.org.

That’s Amore! Pizza & Calzone Cooking Class
6:30-9:30 p.m. Bridgewater Corners, Bridgewater. $80. Award-winning 
Chef Ted will lead a hands-on pizza and calzone-making class. We’ll 
use mostly organic and regional ingredients mainly from nearby 
Vermont farms. BYOB and eat what you make. Call or email us to 
discuss, 802-342-1513, or info@odysseyeventsvt.com.

Literary Open Mic 
7-8 p.m. Stone Valley Arts, 145 E. Main St., Poultney. Free. Writers in 
all genres are invited to perform your own original work, poems, slam 
pieces, classics, or favorite literary works. Ages grades 7-12. To reserve 
a spot visit: stonevalleyartscenter@gmail.com. For more info visit: 
stonevalleyarts.org.

God of Carnage’ at Artistree Community Arts 
Center
7 p.m.  Artistree Community Arts Center, 2095 Pomfret Road, South 
Pomfret. $15-$20. Winner of the 2009 Tony Award for Best Play and the 
Lawrence Olivier Award for Best Comedy. For more info visit artistreevt.
org/special-events.

BarnArts production of 'Arcadia' 
7 p.m. Barnard Center for the Arts, 1544 Royalton Turnpike, South 
Royalton. $15-$20. Tom Stoppard’s "Arcadia," an award winning play, 
beloved by theater majors, science nerds and anyone who likes to 
ponder life, the universe and everything explores the nature of history, 
ambition, and love alongside a mind-bending experience of real-time 
quantum mechanics. 

SATURDAY
6/24

Birding with Sue Wetmore
8 a.m. Pittsford Village Farm Free. Join local birding expert, Sue 
Wetmore, as we go on a morning walk around the Pittsford Village 
Farm trails! For more info visit pittsfordvillagefarm.org/events 

Maxxis Eastern States Cup: Oakley Showdown 
9 a.m. Ramshead Lift, Killington Ski Resort. Race fees include a 
Saturday practice lift pass and a Sunday race lift pass. Downhill for 
all Enduro and DH racers at Oakley Showdowns. For more info visit 
killington.com/things-to-do/events.

Castleton Townwide Yard Sale
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 2108 Main Street Castleton. Free. The 15th Annual 
Castleton Town has bargain treasures, crafts, food and one-of-a-kind 
items from over 40 vendor tables both outdoors and indoors at the 
Community Center. “Drive-around Maps” will also be available at the 
Center for various at-home yard sales in the area.  For information call 
802-468-3093 or visit www.castletoncsi.org.

Youth Invitational Dairy Show: Session 1
10 a.m. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Road, Woodstock. $15-
$17. Get a peek behind the scenes at the care and grooming of show 
cows, as youth from local 4H groups prepare to compete. The animals 
receive an impressive full body makeover by their young handlers who 
wash, brush, blow dry, clip, and groom their show cows. For more info 
visit billingsfarm.org
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God of Carnage’ at Artistree Community Arts 
Center
7 p.m.  Artistree Community Arts Center, 2095 Pomfret Road, South 
Pomfret. Tickets $150 $20. Winner of the 2009 Tony Award for Best 
Play and the Lawrence Olivier Award for Best Comedy, God of 
Carnage is an explosive comedy that’s all fun and games until the 
grownups get hurt. For more info visit artistreevt.org/special-events.

BarnArts production of 'Arcadia' 
7 p.m. Barnard Center for the Arts, 1544 Royalton Turnpike, South 
Royalton. $15-$20. Tom Stoppard’s "Arcadia," an award winning play, 
beloved by theater majors, science nerds and anyone who likes to 
ponder life, the universe and everything explores the nature of history, 
ambition, and love alongside a mind-bending experience of real-time 
quantum mechanics. 

Live Bookstock event featuring Speech Thomas
7 p.m. Woodstock Town Hall Theatre, 31 The Green, Woodstock. Free. 
Donations welcomed. The 2023 Bookstock Festival of Words features 
the theme: “Voices On the Village Green” and includes a three-day 
festival featuring free public conversations on key issues with renowned 
authors, poets and storytellers. For more info visit pentanglearts.org/
event/speech-thomas.

SUNDAY
6/25

Maxxis Eastern States Cup: Oakley Showdown 
9 a.m. Ramshead Lift, Killington Ski Resort. Race fees include a 
Saturday practice lift pass and a Sunday race lift pass. Downhill for 
all Enduro and DH racers at Oakley Showdowns. For more info visit 
killington.com/things-to-do/events.

Rare Day in June with the Mt. Tabor Historical 
Society
10 a.m. to 3 p.m Silas Griffi  th Memorial Library, 74 S. Main St., Danby. 
Free. An art exhibition and sale on the grounds will feature Vermont 
artist Peter Huntoon and local artists. . Huntoon will be set up and 
working on a new painting. Opportunities available to ask questions of 
the artists, or just watch the creative process in action.  Hamburgers, 
hot dogs, cupcakes and drinks will be sold by the Danby - Mt. Tabor 
Volunteer Fire Dept.  Music will be provided by Bob and Kim Ray.  
Across the street, come see the wonderful new Danby Marble fountain 
crafted by Vermont Quarry Corporation.  The Society’s museum, in 
the lower level of the Library, will welcome visitors.  For more info 
visitmounttabornj.org.

Youth Invitational Dairy Show: Session 2
10 a.m. Billings Farm & Museum, 69 Old River Road, Woodstock. Cost 
is $15-$17. On Sunday, exhibitors will have the chance to show off  
their cows and the hard work behind preparing cattle for show.  The 
youth will compete for showmanship awards and scholarships to be 
presented in three categories with one overall winner. For more info 
visit billingsfarm.org.

Celebrating Abenaki Art, Heritage, and 
Culture art  show
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Stone Valley Arts, 145 E. Main St., Poultney. Free. 
Featured artists include Charlie A., Amy Hook-Therrien, Francine 
Poitras Jones, Hawk Schulmeisters, Vera Longtoe Sheehan, Diane 
Stevens, Paul Rene Tamburro, and Kerry Wood. The work represents 
a variety of media including basket making, photography, weaving, 
digital prints, painting, birch bark biting, ink prints, carving, and other 
traditional work that all connect to the cultural heritage, traditions, and 
philosophies of a people who have walked this land for over 13,000 
years. For more info visit stone-valley-arts.loxi.io.

Plein Air Needle Felting with Mallory Zondag
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Green Mountain Yarn & Fiber, 217 Woodstock Ave., 
Rutland. $65. Learn how to paint with wool in the wonderful outdoors. 
Using a variety of needle felting techniques, you will learn how to 
translate the beauty of the natural world into a wool painting by needle 
felting what you see in the moment. All materials are included. Students 
will leave with a 6” embroidery hoop, assorted wool roving, a felting 
block and felting needles to continue their project on their own time. 
For more info visit greenmountainfi bers.com.

The Souffl é Also Rises and Apple-Tart Cooking 
Class
12-3 p.m. Bridgewater Corners, Bridgewater. Cost is $80.
Learn how to make our un-classic fallen souffl  é. First, we handle the 
classic combo of Vermont dairy and eggs in an unclassic “fallen” 
souffl  é. Then with apples from local orchards, you’ll learn to make a 
light and delicious apple tart with Vermont maple cream. If it’s sugaring 
season we may even walk to our neighbor’s shack to see some of the 
processes. BYOB and eat what you make. Call or email us to discuss, 
802-342-1513, or info@odysseyeventsvt.com.
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You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown’
1 p.m. Walker Farm Field, 705 Main St, Weston. Free. Charlie Brown 
navigates the ups and downs of growing up, playing football, fl ying 
a kite, and being friends with just about the best dog there is. Full of 
memorable songs and iconic moments from the classic Peanuts comic 
strip, this charming show is sure to delight audiences of all ages. For 
more info visit westontheater.org.

Open Mic Poetry
2 p.m. Phoenix Books, 2 Center St, Rutland. Free. Join us for an 
afternoon of poetry hosted by Phoenix Books Rutland’s own Bianca 
Amira Zanella.  Come to read, come to listen, or come for both!  
Those interested in reading can sign up at the door. For more info visit 
phoenixbooks.biz/events.

BarnArts production of 'Arcadia' 
7 p.m. Barnard Center for the Arts, 1544 Royalton Turnpike, South 
Royalton. $15-$20. Tom Stoppard’s "Arcadia," an award winning play, 
beloved by theater majors, science nerds and anyone who likes to 
ponder life, the universe and everything explores the nature of history, 
ambition, and love alongside a mind-bending experience of real-time 
quantum mechanics.

Bloom/Funkhouser Duo
4 p.m. Walker Farm Field, 705 Main St, Weston. $20. In honor of 
Bookstock's theme of sharing many voices, Artistree presents a live 
concert with the internationally acclaimed Bloom/Funkhouser Duo 
(Peter H. Bloom, fl ute and John Funkhouser, piano), Celebrating 
Great Poets of the Great American Songbook. . For more info visit 
westontheater.org.

Sunday Hockey Clinic with Jon Chamberlin 
3:30 - 5 p.m. Union Arena, 80 Amsden Way, Woodstock. See website 
contact info for price. Players will receive college and junior level 
coaching from an experienced staff  on the ice, developing their hockey 
skills through small area games and drills. Each session will end with 
the players putting it all together in a full-ice game. For more info visit 
unionarena.org/summer-camps.SVT Group Trail Runs
6-7:30 p.m. Fairgrounds Trailhead, 131 Town Farm Rd, Poultney Priced 
according to membership. Join Slate Valley Trails for a group trail run 
on Mondays starting in June through September. For more info visit 
slatevalleytrails.org.

Hands-on Hand-made Pasta Lesson
6:30-9:30 p.m. Bridgewater Corners Bridgewater Bridgewater Corners. 
Cost is $85.
Learn how to make three diff erent types of pasta: tortellini, fettuccini, 
and ravioli plus three diff erent fi llings and three accompanying sauces.

MONDAY
6/26

Elves, Gardens & Art
9 a.m. - noon. Chaff ee Art Center, 16 So. Main St.,  Rutland.     
Cost: $140 Is the Elf in the Gardens? Let your imagination be your 
guide. Design and create an Elf House, garden painting, and more. For 
more info visit chaff eeartcenter.org.

Greg Carter European Hockey Camps at 
Union Arena 
 $425-$465. Union Arena, 80 Amsden Way, Woostock. See website for 
itinerary. Waitlist only, ends Fri. June 30.. Instructor: Deb Dauphinais 
For more info visit unionarena.org/summer-camps

Babies and Toddlers Rock
10-10:30 a.m. Fox Room, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St., Rutland. 
Free. A music and pre-literacy program for children 0-24 months with 
Linda McFarlane. Free and open to all. For more info visit: rutlandfree.
org.

The Art of Science
1-4 p.m. Chaff ee Art Center, 16 So. Main St.,  Rutland.     Cost is 
$140. Create with paper mâché, wire wrapping art, paper making & 
lots of surprises. For more info visit chaff eeartcenter.org.

Bingo
1:15 p.m. Godnick Center, 1 Deer St., in Rutland. Cost varies. 
Instructor: Karen Wurster Info:rutlandrec.com/godnick.

Chronicles of Yarnia
3 p.m. Fox Room, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St., Rutland. Free. 
Learn how to knit, crochet, or do anything else with yarn. Make lots of 
cool things, chat, and have snacks. For more info visit: rutlandfree.org.

Treasure Hunt
4 p.m. Mondays 6/19 – 7/24. Silas Griffi  th Memorial Library, 74 S. 
Main St., Danby.   Free. Join the Mt. Tabor-Danby Historical Society 
for a short introduction to metal detecting with local trustee and metal 
detectorist Netanel Crispe. This kid-friendly event and will consist of a 
small treasure hunt with coins to take home and instruction on some 
of the basics of the hobby as well as a chance to view the museum 
collections and learn a bit more about some of our artifacts preserved 
through metal detecting.  For more information, contract Netanel Crispe 
at netanelcrispe@gmail.com.

2023 Hockey Skating Clinic with Jacki Smith (Ages 
14U / HS Session)
4:40-6 p.m. Mondays, 6/19 – 7/24. Union Arena, 80 Amsden Way, 
Woodstock. Cost is $200. Session 2—Ages 14U/HS. Come work on 
your skating this summer to get a jump start on the next season. This 
clinic focuses on skating forwards and backwards, and using your 
inside and outside edges to help skaters get more comfortable using 
them all. We will work on stride position, balance, transitions, and edge 
control. Having total control over your edges while keeping your upper 
body quiet will allow you to do anything with a stick and puck. For more 
info visit unionarena.org/summer-camps.

Slate Valley Trails Group Trail Runs
6-7:30 p.m. Fairgrounds Trailhead, 131 Town Farm Rd, Poultney. See 
membership inclusion for details. The route will vary weekly and may 
have two route options depending on the number of people. Expect 
at least a 5 mile run at a social pace with some elevation gain for a 
standard run. With two groups we will have options for up to 12 miles 
for one of the routes. There are many options to cater to all abilities 
and shorten the route for anyone wanting to run a shorter distance. For 
more info visit slatevalleytrails.org.

TUESDAY
6/27

Elves, Gardens & Art
9 a.m. - noon. Chaff ee Art Center, 16 So. Main St.,  Rutland.     
Cost: $140 Is the Elf in the Gardens? Let your imagination be your 
guide. Design and create an elf house, garden painting, and more. For 
more info visit chaff eeartcenter.org.

Stories on a String
10-10:30 a.m. Fox Room, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St., Rutland. 
Free. A music and pre-literacy program for children 0-24 months. Free 
and open to all. Children and caregivers love this program. For more 
info visit: rutlandfree.org.

Baby Story Time
10:30-11 a.m. Norman Williams Public Library, 10 The Green, 
Woodstock. Free. This story time features short stories, 
with songs, fi nger puppet plays, free play, and 
more.  It is geared for children ages birth to 20 
months and will run for about 20 minutes.  
For more info visit: normanwilliams.org.

Children’s Indoor 
Storytime
10:30-11:30 a.m. Hartland 
Public Library, 153 Route 
5, Hartland. Free. Meets 
every Tuesday at 10:30 
am in the Community 
Meeting Room. 
Storytime is off ered 
for children, from 
infants to age 5, but 
everyone is welcome. 
For more info visit: 
hartlandlibraryvt.
org or contact 
Traci at kids@
hartlandlibraryvt.org.

The Art of 
Science
1-4 p.m. Chaff ee Art 
Center, 16 So. Main 
St.,  Rutland.     Cost is 
$140.  Create with paper 
mâché, wire wrapping 
art, paper making & lots of 
surprises. For more info visit 
chaff eeartcenter.org.

Chess Club 
4 p.m. Godnick Center, 1 Deer St., 
Rutland. Free. Like chess? Come 
challenge an opponent to a friendly 
game and hone your skills. To register call 
802-855-4533. 

Make Your Own Musical Instrument
4:30 p.m. The Mint, 112 Quality Lane, Rutland. Cost is $5-$10. Youth 
will learn to make guitars, harmonics, and rainsticks. The instruments 
will be made out of paper towel rolls, tissue boxes, popsicle sticks, 
straws, and rubber bands.  Youths will also learn the basic elements on 
how an instrument makes its sound. For more info visit: rutlandmint.
org.

Yoga with Emma! (Kids)
4:30-5:15 p.m. Fox Room,Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St., Rutland. 
Free. Yoga with Emma! A safe environment where we will imagine, 
create, dance, play, explore and be free in our bodies. Please bring an 
open heart and your smile. We will have some yoga mats available for 
use. Kidding Around Yoga (KAY), a style of yoga that was created by 
Haris Lender, provides an amazing curriculum designed to motivate 
children to be active, build confi dence, and manage the spectrum of 
emotions that they might experience in their day-to-day activities while 
encompassing the 5 branches of yoga in a clear and engaging method. 
Info@rutlandfree.org/calendar-events.

Slate Valley Trail Women’s Mountain Bike Group 
Rides
5:30-7:30 p.m. Fairgrounds Trailhead, 131 Town Farm Rd, Poultney. 
See membership inclusion for details. Join us each Tuesdays night this 
summer to ride with an amazing group of women on our beautiful SVT 
trail network. For more info visit slatevalleytrails.org.

Tunesday Concert: Pluckett
6:30-8 p.m. Pittsford Village Farm, 42 Elm St, Pittsford. Free. Folk duo 
Willy Clemetson & Silas Hamilton bring a potpourri of songs, new and 
old. Described as “impossible not to dance to. Your feet will lead the 
way, like it or not.” For more info visit pittsfordvillagefarm.org/events

Learn to Create Top-notch Veggie Dishes, Cooking 
Class
6:30-9:30 p.m.  Bridgewater Corners, Bridgewater. Cost is $75. 
Award-winning chef shows you how to create beautiful veggie dishes. 
Perfect for vegans—or carnivores looking for special accompaniments! 
Learn hands-on how to prepare beautiful vegetable dishes. This is a 
perfect class for vegetarians or vegans who want to learn how to make 
special dishes and for carnivores who are looking for unique vegetable 
accompaniments—and for everyone a delightful lunch or light supper. 
For more call 802-342-1513 or visit info@odysseyeventsvt.com

SATURDAY

Free. A music and pre-literacy program for children 0-24 months. Free 
and open to all. Children and caregivers love this program. For more 

10:30-11 a.m. Norman Williams Public Library, 10 The Green, 10:30-11 a.m. Norman Williams Public Library, 10 The Green, 
Woodstock. Free. This story time features short stories, 
with songs, fi nger puppet plays, free play, and 
more.  It is geared for children ages birth to 20 
months and will run for about 20 minutes.  
For more info visit: normanwilliams.org.

10:30-11 a.m. Norman Williams Public Library, 10 The Green, 
Woodstock. Free. This story time features short stories, 
with songs, fi nger puppet plays, free play, and 
more.  It is geared for children ages birth to 20 
months and will run for about 20 minutes.  
For more info visit: normanwilliams.org.

game and hone your skills. To register call 

4 p.m. Godnick Center, 1 Deer St., 

9 a.m. - noon. Chaff ee Art Center, 16 So. Main St.,  Rutland.     
Cost: $140 Is the Elf in the Gardens? Let your imagination be your 
guide. Design and create an elf house, garden painting, and more. For 

10-10:30 a.m. Fox Room, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St., Rutland. 
Free. A music and pre-literacy program for children 0-24 months. Free 

Class
6:30-9:30 p.m.  Bridgewater Corners, Bridgewater. Cost is $75. 
Award-winning chef shows you how to create beautiful veggie dishes. 
Perfect for vegans—or carnivores looking for special accompaniments! 
Learn hands-on how to prepare beautiful vegetable dishes. This is a 
perfect class for vegetarians or vegans who want to learn how to make 
special dishes and for carnivores who are looking for unique vegetable 
accompaniments—and for everyone a delightful lunch or light supper. 
For more call 802-342-1513 or visit info@odysseyeventsvt.com

Free. A music and pre-literacy program for children 0-24 months. Free 
and open to all. Children and caregivers love this program. For more 

STONEFLIES STONEFLIES 
& FRENCH FRIES& FRENCH FRIES
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CHESTER
5 p.m. Country Girl Diner – 
Cruise In with Rustie Bus
KILLINGTON
2:30 p.m. The Umbrella Bar at 
Snowshed- Duane Carleton

6 p.m. Rivershed Killington – Tee 
Boneicus Jones

6 p.m. Still on the Mountain – 
Rhys Chalmers

6 p.m. The Foundry – Ben Kogen

7 p.m. Pico Base Lodge – 
Killington Music Festival: Music 
in the Mountain Series Opener

7:30 p.m. McGrath’s Irish Pub 
– Mance

8 p.m. Jax Food & Games – 
Aaron Audet
LUDLOW
6 p.m. Calcuttas – Tony Lee 
Thomas

8:30 p.m. Off  the Rails – Red 
Daisy Revival
POULTNEY
6 p.m. The Poultney Pub – 
Rebecca Padula

WED
6/21

LUDLOW
7 p.m. Off  the Rails - Chris 
Pallutto
POULTNEY
7 p.m. The Poultney Pub – Open 
Mic hosted by Danny Lang

QUECHEE
6 p.m. Public House Pub – Lily 
Welch

RUTLAND
5 p.m. Marble Valley Kitchen – 
Make Music Day Festival with Phil 
Henry/Krishna Guthrie Trio
5 p.m. Roots Restaurant – Ryan 
Fuller
5:30 p.m. Strangefellows – Duane 
Carleton

SOUTH POMFRET
7 p.m. Artistree Hillside – The 4 
Hoarse Men

THURS
6/22

BARNARD
5:30 p.m. Fable Farm – Feast & 
Field with Ladles
BETHEL
7 p.m. Babes Bar – Trivia
BOMOSEEN
6 p.m. Lake House Pub & Grille – 
Aaron Audet
BRIDGEWATER CORNERS
3 p.m. Long Trail Brewery – Tad 
Davis
KILLINGTON
6 p.m. Liquid Art – Open Mic 
hosted by Tee Boneicus Jones

6 p.m. Rivershed – Chris Pallutto
LONDONDERRY
7 p.m. New American Grill – Open 
Mic Night hosted by DJ Jazzy 
Joel
LUDLOW
5 p.m. Off  the Rails – Motorcycle 
Cruise Night with the Red Hat 
Band
POULTNEY
7 p.m. The Poultney Pub – Vinyl 
Night with Ken
QUECHEE
6:30 p.m. Public House Pub – 
Name That Tune Bingo with DJ 
Dave
RUTLAND
6 p.m. Strangefellows Pub – Trivia 
Night
6:30 p.m. Angler Pub – Open Mic 
hosted by John Lafave
SOUTH POMFRET 
7 p.m. Grange Theatre – God of 
Carnage
SOUTH ROYALTON
5 p.m. 802 Pizza – Open Mic 
hosted by George Nostrand

FRI
6/23

BARNARD 
7 p.m. Feat & Field (Outdoors) - 
Arcadia
BOMOSEEN
6 p.m. Bomoseen Lodge and 
Taproom – Aaron Audet
6 p.m. Lake House Pub & Grille – 
Ryan Fuller
CASTLETON
6 p.m. Castleton Pizza Place & 
Deli – Name That Tune Bingo 
with DJ Dave
KILLINGTON
6 p.m. Rivershed Killington – Red 
Daisy Revival

6 p.m. Still on the Mountain – 
Nick Bredice

6 p.m. The Foundry – Aaron 
Audet

7:30 p.m. McGrath’s Irish Pub 
– Mance

8 p.m. Jax Food & Games – Rick 
Webb
LUDLOW
1:30 p.m. Calcuttas – Sammy B 
and Friends

8:30 p.m. Off  the Rails – Live 
Music
PITTSFIELD
8 p.m. The Clear River Tavern – 
DJ Dirty D
POULTNEY
6 p.m. The Poultney Pub – 
Kowalski Brothers
QUECHEE
6 p.m. Public House Pub – Em 
& Nat
RUTLAND
5:30 p.m. Rutland Country Club 
– Eric King
SOUTH POMFRET
7 p.m. Grange Theatre – God of 
Carnage

SAT
6/24

BARNARD
7 p.m. Feat & Field (Outdoors) – 
Arcadia
BOMOSEEN
6 P.M. Bomoseen Lodge and 
Taproom – George Nostrand
BRIDGEWATER
8 p.m. Woolen Mill Comedy Club 
– Comedy Night with headliner 
Tito Garza and featured act Bill 
Douglas

WED FRI
[MUSIC Scene] By DJ Dave Ho� enberg

Have a music scene coming up? Email djdaveho� @gmail.com

CALENDAR

 2910 KILLINGTON ROAD, KILLINGTON VT
802-422-LOOK    LOOKOUTVT.COM

LOTS OF FUN ATATA THE

PARTIES OF 8 OR MORE RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED
WE LOVE GROUPS AND BIG PARTIES

* RENOVATED GAME ROOM * RENOVATED GAME ROOM 
 * EPIC WIDESCREEN TV’S  * EPIC WIDESCREEN TV’S 

* EV SUPERCHARGERS * EV SUPERCHARGERS 
*NEW *NEW SUMMERSUMMER MENU MENU

BURGERS BEST ~  BURRITOS ~ HOMEMADE SPECIALS ~ 
WINGS ~SANDWICHES ~ KIDS MENU  ~ NACHOS

OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 
11:30 11:30 a.ma.m.- 9 .- 9 p.m.p.m.

LUDLOW
6:30 p.m. Par Bar at Fox Run 
Golf Course -Sammy B
RUTLAND
7 p.m. Main Street Park – Rutland 
City Band
SOUTH POMFRET 
4 p.m. Artistree – Bloom-
Funkhouser Duo
WOODSTOCK
12 p.m. Mon Vert Café – Jim 
Yeager and Jeff  Stedman

MON
6/26

KILLINGTON
6 p.m. Rivershed Killington – 
Mandatory Mondaves with Name 
That Tune Bingo by DJ Dave 
LUDLOW
6 p.m. Off  the Rails – Sammy B

8 p.m. The Killarney – Open Mic 
with Indigenous Entertainment 
QUECHEE
6 p.m. Public House Pub – Tad 
Davis
WOODSTOCK
5 p.m. The Village Inn – Jim 
Yeager and Jeff  Stedman

TUES
6/27

KILLINGTON
6 p.m. Jax Food & Games – Taco 
Tuesday with Rick Webb
LONDONDERRY
6 p.m. New American Grill – Trivia 
Tuesdays with Zach and Jamie
LUDLOW
8 p.m. Off  the Rails – SINGO
PITTSFIELD
6 p.m. The Clear River Tavern – 
Duane Carleton
PITTSFORD
6 p.m. Pittsford Village Farm - 
Tunesday Concert with Pluckett
POULTNEY
7 p.m. The Poultney Pub – Open 
Bluegrass Jam
QUECHEE
5 p.m. The Public House – Jim 
Yeager and Chris Campbell
RUTLAND
8:30 p.m. Center Street Alley – 
Acoustic Open Mic hosted by 
Josh LaFave

Come for the View, 
Stay for the Experience!

Gary Hall

Spa & Salon Open Daily • Horseback Trail Rides
Delicious Food • Luxurious Lodge Rooms

Cabins & Guest Houses • Clay Bird Shooting
Pontoon Boat Rides • And So Much More!

All with Central Vermont’s Best Views! 

R. Hoague

Joanne Pearson/Fair Haven Photographs

802.483.2311 | mountaintopresort.com

PROCTORSVILLE
4 p.m. Outer Limits Brewing – 
Lonnie Griffi  th
QUECHEE
6 p.m. Public House Pub – Bobby 
Sheehan
RUTLAND
5:30 p.m. Rutland Country Club – 
Ryan Fuller
SOUTH POMFRET
7 p.m. Grange Theatre – God of 
Carnage
STOCKBRIDGE
7:30 p.m. Wild Fern – Rick 
Redington & Tuff  Luv

SUN
6/25

BARNARD
4 p.m. Feat & Field (Outdoors) – 
Arcadia
BRIDGEWATER 
CORNERS
3 p.m. Long Trail Brewery – North 
County Band
BOMOSEEN
6 P.M. Bomoseen Lodge and 
Taproom – Ryan Fuller
KILLINGTON
12 p.m. Rivershed – Brunch with 
Red Daisy Revival

2 p.m. The Umbrella Bar at 
Snowshed – Sammy B

5 p.m. Still on the Mountain – 
Open Mic hosted by Indigenous 
Entertainment

5 p.m. The Foundry – Summit 
Pond Jazz

6 p.m. Liquid Art – Tee Boneicus 
Jones

6 p.m. Rivershed – Trivia Night

8 p.m. Jax Food & Games – King 
Arthur

Tito Garza and featured act Bill 
Douglas

Snowshed – Sammy B

5 p.m. Still on the Mountain – 
Open Mic hosted by Indigenous 
Entertainment

5 p.m. The Foundry – Summit 
Pond Jazz

6 p.m. Liquid Art – Tee Boneicus 
Jones

6 p.m. Rivershed – Trivia Night

8 p.m. Jax Food & Games – King 
Arthur

5 p.m. Still on the Mountain – 
Open Mic hosted by Indigenous 

5 p.m. The Foundry – Summit 

6 p.m. Liquid Art – Tee Boneicus 

6 p.m. Rivershed – Trivia Night

8 p.m. Jax Food & Games – King 

m. 802 Pizza – Open Mic 
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Weston Theatre presents ‘You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown’

June 22-July 9—WESTON—� e Weston � eatre will present “You’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown,” the heartwarming musical that follows the life of America’s most loveable loser, Char-
lie Brown. Along with his friends from the Peanuts gang, Charlie Brown navigates the ups-and-
downs of growing up, playing football, � ying a kite, and being friends with the best dog there 
is,  Snoopy.  � e performance will be full of memorable songs and iconic moments from the 
classical comic strip.

� e performance will be held outdoors at the Walker Farm and throughout southern Ver-
mont from June 22-July 9. � e cast includes Aiden Curley as Charlie Brown, Ellen McGihon as 
Lucy, Nate Walsh as Schroeder, Maya L’abbe as Sally, Daniel Jiminez Pagan as Linus, and Ana 
Laura Santana as Snoopy. � e show is directed by Frances Limoncelli.

All ages welcome. � e performance is free; however, due to restrictions, reservations are 
required in advance. For more info visit westontheater.org/youre-a-good-man-charlie-brown.

Courtesy Weston � eater Company 
� e cast of "You're a Good a Good Man, Charlie Brown:" Aiden Curley, Ellen McGihon, Nate 
Walsh, Maya L'abbe, Daniel Jiminez, and Ana Laura Santana will be featured at Weston 
� eater and around Southern Vermont June 22 through July 9.

Brown,” the heartwarming musical that follows the life of America’s most loveable loser, Char-
lie Brown. Along with his friends from the Peanuts gang, Charlie Brown navigates the ups-and-
downs of growing up, playing football, � ying a kite, and being friends with the best dog there 
is,  Snoopy.  � e performance will be full of memorable songs and iconic moments from the 
classical comic strip.

mont from June 22-July 9. � e cast includes Aiden Curley as Charlie Brown, Ellen McGihon as 
Lucy, Nate Walsh as Schroeder, Maya L’abbe as Sally, Daniel Jiminez Pagan as Linus, and Ana 
Laura Santana as Snoopy. � e show is directed by Frances Limoncelli.

required in advance. For more info visit westontheater.org/youre-a-good-man-charlie-brown.

� e cast of "You're a Good a Good Man, Charlie Brown:" Aiden Curley, Ellen McGihon, Nate 
Walsh, Maya L'abbe, Daniel Jiminez, and Ana Laura Santana will be featured at Weston 
� eater and around Southern Vermont June 22 through July 9.

Killinton’s Bike Bum race 
series begins Wednesday

Wednesday, June 21—KILLINGTON—� e 8th annual Bike Bum race series begins 
Wednesday. � e popular local race series that’s all about fun and friendly competition is a 
10-week race series being held on Wednesday afternoons from 2 p.m. starting June 21 and 
running through Aug. 23. Riders can sign-up solo or form a team of up to � ve people. Teams 
may be made up of any combination of age categories. Teams require a minimum of three 
people in order to score points.

Racing takes place on Lower Rabbit Hole at Killington Resort. � e trail is accessed via the 
Snowshed Express lift. A valid lift ticket or season pass is required to participate.

Cost is $200 per team or $50 per individual for the season. Individuals may enter a single race 
for $20. Day-of registration will take place at the start gate. All pricing includes a $5 chip fee.

An after party is held after each race from 5 p.m. at rotating local establishments (see 
chart below) with prizes drawn at approximately 6:45 p.m.

Bike Bum is a fundraising event for the Killington Mountain Bike Club and all proceeds 
go directly towards building new bike trails and trail maintenance.

For more information visit: KillingtonMountainBikeClub.org.

After party schedule:

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam 
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euismod tincidunt ut 
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FINALS

Rare Day in June with the Mt. Tabor 
Danby Historical Society 

Saturday, June 24—DANBY—An art 
exhibition and sale on the grounds of the 
Silas Gri�  th Memorial Library, 74 South 
Main St. in Danby, will feature Vermont 
artist Peter Huntoon and local artists  from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Huntoon will be set up 
and working on a new painting. Oppor-
tunities available to ask questions of the 
artists, or just watch the creative process in 
action.  

Hamburgers, hot dogs, cupcakes and 
drinks will be sold by the Danby - Mt. 
Tabor Volunteer Fire Dept.  Music will be 
provided by Bob and Kim Ray.  Across the 
street, come see the wonderful new Danby 
Marble fountain crafted by Vermont Quar-
ry Corporation.  � e Society’s museum, in 
the lower level of the Library, will welcome 
visitors. 

For more info visitmounttabornj.org.

Castleton Community Center will hold 
its 15th annual Castleton town 

wide yard sale on Saturday
Saturday, June 24—CASTLETON—� e Castleton Community Center members are 

hanging out the banner for the 15th annual Castleton town wide yard sale to be held from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. rain or shine. 

With over 40 vendor tables both outdoors and indoors at the community center on 
2108 Main Street, shoppers can expect to � nd bargains on used treasures, crafts, food and 
one-of-a-kind items.In addition to the vendor tables, the Community Center will also be 
providing “Drive -around maps” for the various at-home yard sales in the area that will al-
low shoppers to easily navigate the town and � nd even more great deals.

For information call 802-468-3093 or visit www.castletoncsi.org.
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� e cast of "You're a Good a Good Man, Charlie Brown:" Aiden Curley, Ellen McGihon, Nate 
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Saturday—June 24—RUTLAND—� e Rutland Climb 
out of the Darkness will be held Saturday at Rotary Park on 
North Main Street in Rutland from 10 a.m. to 12-noon. 

� e climb is organized by a group of providers and par-
ents in Rutland County, who have both "been there" and 
continue to support and travel alongside other parents 
who experience perinatal mental health concerns. 

� e main hope is that everyone would know they are 
not alone, and that those involved with the program are 
there to provide the help that is needed. 

� e climb is for everyone who is still experiencing 

perinatal mental health or concerns, those who 
have recovered; partners; foster, kin and adop-
tive caregivers; parents who have experienced 
losses related to birthing and caregiving, and 
parents who have experienced trauma related 
to birthing and caring; for those who support 
and align with birth-givers, adopters, foster 
parents and carers; and who know that parent-
ing is really hard and that everyone just needs 
more support. It is for new families or families who have 
been in recovery for years but remember that it was hard 

to be alone. It is for providers that wish to walk 
alongside all the others that come to climb. 

Team members that raise $100 or more 
will get the o�  cial PSI 2023 climb t-shirt. In 
addition, if you’d like to support the Rutland 
Climb, order our local Team Rutland 2023 
T-Shirt, visit our Bon� re campaign:bon� re.
com/rutland-climb-out-of-the-darkness-t-
shirt160.

For more information visit: classy.org/team/481765/
updates/4373776.

SAT
6/24

Submitted
Providers of the Climb Out of Darkness support group gather for a picture after a recent event. � e group will gather on Saturday to raise awareness for those who su� er with mental health.

Rutland’s Climb Out of Darkness offers support for 
parents suffering mental health concerns

YOUR NEXT GOLF 
ADVENTURE IS HERE

Green Mountain National

#1 IN VERMONT GOLF

Barrows-Towne Road, Killington
For the best rates book online at:

www.gmngc.com, call 802 422-4653

Gracie’s Grill is Now opeN

Thoughtfully made toys that 
inspire creative play!

31 Center Street
Downtown Rutland

  wildkindtoys.com  | 31 Center Street  |  Downtown Rutland 

Thoughtfully made TOYS
that inspire creative play!that inspire creative play!

Stop in 
or check 
out our

 toys online
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JULY 21-22, 2023

ESTATE TASTING GALA
FRIDAY JULY 21• 6–8p

at the Killington Peak

GRAND TASTING
SATURDAY JULY 22 • Noon – 4p

at the Brand New K1 Lodge
SATURDAY JULY 22 • Noon – 4p

FRIDAY JULY 21• 6–8p

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT

WWW.KILL INGTONWINEFESTIVAL.COM

KILLINGTON PICO
AREA ASSOCIATION

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

TH
E K A R R      G R O U P

GRAND TASTING

FRIDAY JULY 21• 6–8p

at the Killington Peak

WINE TRAIL
FRIDAY JULY 21

at Participating Local Businesses

41
   YEARS

SEASON OPENER THIS SATURDAY! Featuring works by Mozart, 
Brahms, Liszt & more, performed by world-renowned  musicians. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT SERIES
JUNE 24 – JULY 22, 2023

Pico Mountain Lodge • Saturdays, 7pm

TITLE SPONSOR: Luc Walter Foundation
CONCERT SPONSOR: Victoria & Robert Young

Details online or call 802.773.4003.

kmfest.org

SIMON GHRAICHY
Guest Artist, Piano

DANIEL ANDAI
Artistic Director & Violin

Fair Haven church welcomes 
Celebrate Recovery

Submitted
Revive Church is now hosting Celebrate Recovery meetings every Sunday from 6-8 p.m.

In 2022 there were 110,000 drug overdose deaths in the United States.  Two-hundred-
forty-three Vermont residents died of an opioid overdose last year alone.

Revive Church is now hosting Celebrate Recovery meetings every Sunday from 6 p.m.-8 
p.m. Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered 12 Step program modeled after the highly 
successful 12 Steps of AA and the “8 Principles of the Beatitudes.” � e  program is designed 
to help individuals who are struggling with various hurts, habits, or hang-ups. It provides 
a supportive and encouraging environment where people can � nd healing, freedom, and 
restoration.

By o� ering Celebrate Recovery, Revive Church demonstrates its commitment to provid-
ing a space for individuals to address their struggles and � nd hope through faith in Christ. 
� is program typically incorporates elements such as worship, teaching, small group 
discussions, and individual sharing. It is free and open at all.

� ose interested in attending Celebrate Recovery at Revive Church, please reach out to 
Revive Church directly for more information: Wearerevive.church or call 802-444-0655

“Revive’s hope is that you have a meaningful and transformative experience at Celebrate 
Recovery, no matter what issue is holding you back from enjoying your life to the fullest. 
May it bring you healing, support, and renewed strength on your journey” stated Pastor 
Derik Kerber.
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BC
B A C K C O U N T R Y  C A F E
K I L L I N G T O N  V E R M O N T

BC
B A C K C O U N T R Y  C A F E
K I L L I N G T O N  V E R M O N T

TAKE-OUT AVAILABLETAKE-OUT AVAILABLE

923 KILLINGTON RD.  802-422-4411

EGGS • OMELETTES • PANCAKES • WAFFLES

@
b

ac
k_

co
un

tr
y_

ca
fe Great Breakfast & Brunch at the

Open:
M, W, F:  7-12 
Sat, Sun: 7 -1

beer and wine
DELICATESSEN

     Daily Specials posted on Facebook &       
Call Deli 802-422-7594

Special requests are always welcome!  

Take-Out Convenience: 

     Daily Specials posted on Facebook &       

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

6:30  A.M. - 9P.M.
2023 KILLINGTON RD

802-422-7736

GROCERY
MEATS, PRODUCE & SEAFOOD

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Baked Goods & Breads
Pizza ~ Maple Syrup 

ATMLOTTERY

WINE

Champagne

VT CRAFT 

BREWS

CIDERS

ATM LOTTERY

 Livingston Taylor will perform at the 
Mountain Top Inn & Resort to fi ght hunger

 Much of landscape maintenance in summer is de-
voted to mowing lawns.

 Traditional lawns in the Northeast are typically made 
up of a mix of turfgrasses such as Kentucky bluegrass, 
perennial rye and � ne fescues. Seed mixes often include 
a mix of species to provide full lawn cover in spite of 
changing conditions like heat and moisture.

 Turfgrass lawns provide many environmental 
bene� ts such as erosion control, as well as caching and 
� ltering water. � ey also have an appealing, carpet-like 
appearance that many of us in the Northeast have grown 
accustomed to seeing in the summer.

 What these grasses do not provide is food for pollina-
tors. Flowering plants produce nectar and pollen, which 
are food for pollinators including bees, butter� ies, � ies 
and beetles.

 Pollinators are a critical part of earth’s ecological 
systems. � ey pollinate fruit, vegetable and nut crops 
so that we can have food to eat. � ey also provide food 
for creatures big and small, being eaten by birds, bats, 
reptiles, � sh and other insects. 

Unfortunately, pollinator habitat is dwindling as land 
becomes more developed. Lawns are one area where we 
can rethink our practices and reduce our environmental 
impacts while building habitat for pollinators. 

One simple way to build pollinator habitat into 
your lawn is to avoid mowing areas that are � owering. 
Leave the blooms alone until they turn brown, and then 

How to create a healthy lawn for bees
By Bonnie Kim Donahue

By Bonnie Kirn Donahue
By not mowing lawn areas when � owering, homeowners can 
create a healthy habitat for bees, butter� ies and other polli-
nators that depend on � owering plants for nectar and pollen.

Wednesday, June 28—CHIT-
TENDEN—Looking for an enjoyable 
evening to support a worthwhile 
cause? Catch the legendary Livingston 
Taylor and Vermont native Tod Pronto 
in concert on the lawn at the pictur-
esque Mountain Top Inn & Resort, 
Wednesday, June 28, starting at 7 p.m. 
All net proceeds will be donated to the 
Rutland Community Cupboard, BROC 
Community Action, the Pittsford Food 
Shelf, and other 
worthy causes.

Described 
as “equal parts 
Mark Twain and 
musical icon, 
Livingston Taylor 
has delighted 
audiences for over 50 years with his 
charm and vast repertoire of 22 al-
bums and popular classics. Livingston 
has created numerous top-40 hits for 
himself and his brother James Taylor, 
and has appeared with music legends 
such as Joni Mitchell, Linda Ronstadt, 
Fleetwood Mac, and Jimmy Bu� et. 
His work encompasses a wide range 
of musical genres — folk, pop, gospel, 
jazz — ranging from upbeat storytell-
ing to touching ballads to full orchestra 
performances.  

Taylor  is a retired full professor at 
the Berklee College of Music, where for 
three decades he inspired future lead-
ers, including non-musicians, with 
the knowledge gained from his long 
and storied career. A few of his other 
passions � ying airplanes and riding 

motorcycles.
Born, raised, and still residing 

in Newport Tod Pronto is a funny, 
insightful, and energetic folk singer/
songwriter who perfectly combines 
modern and traditional folk to create a 
unique blend of Americana music. En-
gaging audiences with both his won-
derful music and humorous storytell-
ing, Pronto has released three studio 
albums and has written instrumental 

tracks for televi-
sion programs, 
including "Ameri-
can Pickers," "Last 
Week Tonight" 
with John Oliver 
and "Impractical 
Jokes."

Besides opening for Livingston 
Taylor many times, Pronto has also 
performed with music icons Jonathan 
Edwards, Ellis 
Paul, Ben Caplan, 
and many others. 

� is bene� t 
concert is being 
presented by the 
Chittenden Dam-
mers, Inc, a 501(c)
(3) non-pro� t 
organization that 
supports causes 
throughout the 
Rutland region. 
Currently, the Dammers are renovat-
ing the entire Pittsford Food Shelf in 
partnership with local businesses that 
donated the building materials.

� e economic downturn and food 
price in� ation are combining to ac-
celerate hunger across Vermont.  Two 
in � ve Vermonters currently face food 
insecurity, with over 150,000 individu-
als across the state requiring assis-
tance. Particularly hard hit are families 
with children, who are � ve times more 
likely to face hunger. 

Local non-pro� ts such as the 
Rutland Community Cupboard, BROC 
Community Action, and the Pittsford 
Food Shelf are hard at work trying to 
� ll this growing gap, but rising case 
loads along with higher food costs 
have limited their ability to supply 
basic staples such as fresh eggs, milk, 
butter, and produce. 

� e concert is funded in part by a 
growing list of corporate sponsors.

Tickets cost $29 for adults, $19 for 
attendees 19-21, $10 for those 12-17 

and $5 if under 11 
years old.

All net proceeds 
will be donated.

Come out and 
enjoy a great night 
for a great cause , 
with Livingston Tay-
lor and Tod Pronto 
performing at the 
beautiful Mountain 
Top Resort,moving 
indoors to the Bar-

stow auditorium in the event of rainy 
weather. 

For more information and tickets, 
visit:  concert4community.org.

How to create a healthy lawn for bees

Livingston has created 
numerous top-40 hits 

for himself and his 
brother James Taylor.

 Two in fi ve 
Vermonters 

currently face food 
insecurity, with over 
150,000 individuals 

across the state 
requiring assistance.

Lawn for bees →20
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HIBACHI | SUSHI | ASIAN

MISO HUNGRY

Mid-way up Killington Access Rd.Mid-way up Killington Access Rd.
Open for Indoor Dining, Take-Out and DeliveryOpen for Indoor Dining, Take-Out and Delivery

vermontsushi.com • 802.422.4241vermontsushi.com • 802.422.4241

PARTYPARTY
STORESTORE
THE 

SUPERSTORE

THE 
PARTY 
STORE

• 1000s of Costumes1000s of Costumes
• Birthday Themes
• Balloon Creations  

STORE
Shop Today - Party Tonight !!!Shop Today - Party Tonight !!!

The Party Store | 129 Strongs Ave Rutland | 802-773-3155

• Custom BannersCustom Banners
• Cake & Candy Making 

Supplies
• Shop Local

F E AT U R I N G

LIVINGSTON 
TAYLORAND 

TOD PRONTO

SUPPORT ING  THE  F IGHT  AGA INST  HUNGER

For tickets, visit www.concert4community.org

100% of net proceeds being donated to the Rutland 
Community Cupboard, BROC Community Action, the 
Pittsford Food Shelf and other worthwhile causes.

WEDNESDAY

JUNE 28, 7 PM
MOUNTAIN TOP RESORT

Fair Haven announces the 2023 
summer concert series lineup

By Ceil Hunt
FAIR HAVEN—Fair Haven’s Concert Committee has been busy throughout the past year lining up performers for  the 

2023 Summer Series. � is summer the committee is going back to hosting ten summer concerts. � ey will be held on 
� ursday evenings beginning June 22 . Concerts begin promptly at 7 p.m.

� e � rst concert of the season features a Waylon Jennings tribute band, Wailon. � ey performed last year and the crowd 
really enjoyed them. � e Spirit of Johnny Cash has been invited to perform as will Harold Ford and friends on July 20. Two 
groups performing for the � rst time in Fair Haven are Atlantic Crossing and Whiskey River. Atlantic Crossing plays Celtic 
music and Whiskey River plays classic country. 

Returning this year are Studio Two, the Beatles tribute band Studio Two, Mellow Yellow, Twangbusters, Blue Jay Way, 
and Aaron Audet. � ese bands are very popular and lay down a groove that encourages singing, clapping, and tapping 
along the performances. � e last concert of the season is Aug. 24 featuring Shake, Rattle and Roll who will take the stage 
with music of the '50s and '60s.

� is year, the Congregational Church at the north end of the park has opened their doors to serve as a rain location and 
there were many sponsors and local community businesses that helped support the concert series with donations of not 
only � nancial support, but prizes for the ra�  es helped with the organization of the upcoming performances.  50/50 tickets 
will be sold,  along with hot dogs, popcorn, water, and sodas. � ere will be free ice cream nights. 

For more information visit: poultneyareachamber.com/organizer/fair-haven-concerts-in-the-park.

Submitted
Concert-goers gather to enjoy a musical performance in the park. � e Fair Haven Concert Committee has announced its sum-
mer  line-up which will feature a di� erent artist every � ursday evening starting June 22.

mow them. If you take a moment to watch these � ower 
patches, you will see multiple species of insects visiting 
the � owers. 

If you are starting a new lawn, or reestablishing an old 
one, consider adding low-growing � owering species into 
your lawn.

 Dutch white clover (Trifolium repens) grows 3 to 6 
inches tall and has sweet white � owers that are attractive 
to bees. � e rounded leaves in clusters of three creates 
a lovely textural contrast to thin blades of grass. Flowers 
bloom between May and September, providing season-
long food for pollinators.

 Lance self-heal (Prunella vulgaris ssp. lanceolata) has 
cones of lavender-purple � owers that attract bees and 
butter� ies. Self-heal grows 6 to 12 inches tall with � owers 
that bloom from June to August. 

Ask your local native plant nursery or seed supplier 
for ideas for other species that will do well in a lawn set-
ting. Other options to try include alsike clover (Trifolium 
hybridum), wild strawberry (Fragaria virginiana), com-
mon violet (Viola sororias) or creeping thyme (� ymus 
praecox ssp. arcticus).

 To overseed an existing lawn with pollinator seeds for 
lawns, make sure that the seed will have good seed-to-

soil contact. Patchy, thin lawns with open soil will re-
ceive seed better than a thick, lush lawn. Scarify the soil 
gently to relieve any compaction, moisten the soil and 
spread the seed per the manufacturer’s recommended 
seed rate.

 Lightly cover the seed with weed-free hay or straw, 
and keep the area watered as the seedlings establish. � e 
best time of year to seed is the fall, but seeding also can 
be done in late spring to mid-June if the seeds are kept 
watered.

 Bee lawns should be mowed higher, and kept to about 
a three to four-inch height. A bene� t of bee lawns is that 
they will not grow as tall or fast as turfgrass, and they can 
be mowed less frequently (depending on site conditions, 
once every 3 to 4 weeks).

 For more detailed information, check out “Planting 
and Maintaining a Bee Lawn” by University of Minnesota 
Extension at  go.uvm.edu/bee-lawn. 

Ironically, � owers are often what we want to remove 
from lawns for their appearance. It just takes a shift in 
perspectives and priorities to see the beauty and pur-
pose of these � owering species and their crucial role in 
the greater ecosystem.

 Give a bee lawn a try!

Lawn for bees: ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
from page 19
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SUDOKUCROSSWORD PUZZLES—from page 11

Join Us For:
Mini Golf  

Batting Cages  
Great Food 
Soft Serve

28 Flavors of Hershey’s Ice Cream

In Mendon on Rt 4 • Across from Sugar & Spice • 802-776-4921

Open daily 10am - 10pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
7a.m. - 2p.m. daily

Check out our menu online!

Come to our sugarhouse for 
the best breakfast around! 
After breakfast, check out 
our gift shop for all your 

souvenir, gift, and maple 
syrup needs. We look 
forward to your visit!

Sugar & Spice Restaurant & Gift Shop
Rt. 4 Mendon, VT

802-773-7832 | www.vtsugarandspice.com

Dine-in or Take-out available.

Friesen Victorious at Devil’s Bowl Speedway
Rookie Roberts wins Sportsman thriller with last-corner pass

It was � tting that on a cool Father’s Day night at Devil’s Bowl 
Speedway, “Mr. Freeze” Stewart Friesen and “Ice Man” Evan 
Roberts were the stars of the show. Friesen was undeniable 
on Sunday, June 18, winning the “Slate Valley 50” for the Short 
Track Super Series (STSS) Modi� eds. � e Canadian crowd fa-
vorite came from 15th on the starting grid to claim the $10,000 
top prize and thrill the jam-packed grandstand.

Roberts, a 17-year-old rookie, won in the track’s weekly 
headline Sunoco Sportsman Modi� ed division, while other 
feature winners during the busy night included Randy Ryan 
in the O’Reilly Auto Parts Limited Sportsman class, and Brian 
Blake and Cody Dion in twin Mini Stock features.

Friesen was just part of a wild 50-lap race for the STSS Modi-
� eds. � e race had a decidedly international � air to it, as Aus-
tralian Peter Britten and Canadian driver Steve Bernier were 
among those up front during the night. Britten drew the pole 
position and was leading the race when his car broke a right-
rear shock at lap 14, drawing the third of 10 caution periods.

J.R. Hurlburt inherited the lead when Britten was forced to 
pit for repairs, lining up for the restart with Bernier, Matt Shep-
pard, and Adam Pierson behind him. Hurlburt and Sheppard 
waged a good battle for the lead, but contact between them 
eventually led to Sheppard slowing with a � at tire and pitting 
under the yellow � ag at lap 27. Hurlburt then had to fend o�  
Ajay Potrzebowski, Bernier, and Demetrios Drellos in succes-
sion before Friesen entered the fray.

With the ninth restart coming on lap 31, Niagara-on-the-
Lake, Ont., native Friesen lined up second to Hurlburt, but 
rocketed into the lead at the drop of the green. One � nal restart 
with nine laps remaining proved to be no challenge and 
Friesen pulled away for his second career win at Devil’s Bowl. 
Hurlburt held on for second and Bernier � nished third.

Sheppard rebounded after his repairs to � nish fourth, and 
Potrzebowski came back after a mid-race tire change to com-
plete the top � ve. Drellos � nished sixth ahead of Erick Rudolph, 
Devil’s Bowl Sportsman regular Tanner Siemons, Francois 
Bernier – brother of the third-place � nisher – and Dillon Steuer. 
Qualifying heats were won by Mike Mahaney, Steve Bernier, 
Anthony Perrego, and Drellos; Steuer won the last-chance 
consolation race.

� e 40-lap Sportsman feature was a survival-of-the-� ttest 
a� air, but the � nish was worth the wait. Fletcher, Vt.’s Evan 
Roberts started on the outside of the front row and took the lead 
right away, � rst fending o�  Josh Masterson and then the surg-
ing trio of Mike Fisher, Tim LaDuc, and Troy Audet.  Contact 
at lap 30 between Fisher and Audet took Fisher out of the race, 
and Audet was involved in a crash after the restart, leaving it 
down to just Roberts and LaDuc to � ght for the win.

LaDuc, a multi-time Devil’s Bowl track champion, took 
control at the lap 31 restart, and then held Roberts o�  at the 
� nal restart on lap 35. But as the laps clicked away, Roberts 

reeled LaDuc in, and on the � nal corner LaDuc left an opening 
and fourth-generation driver Roberts � lled the hole, muscling 
his way by to steal the � rst win of his career in the top class and 
bring the crowd to its feet in approval.

LaDuc settled for the runner-up � nish ahead of double-duty 
racer Siemons, Hard Charger award winner David Boisclair, 
and Kevin Cha� ee. Billy Lussier had a strong run in sixth, and 
Adam Piper had another solid � nish in seventh. Brothers Aus-
tin and Justin Comes each rebounded from crashes to � nish 
eighth and tenth, respectively, with Brent Warren sandwiched 
between them. Qualifying heat wins went to Masterson, Rob-
erts, and Piper, with Travis Green taking the consi.

Orwell, Vt.’s Randy Ryan scorched the Limited Sportsman 
� eld to take his second win of the season in a 25-lap run. Rookie 
Kamden Du� y started � rst and held the point for the � rst seven 
circuits, but Ryan took over at lap 8 and never looked back, even 
with a restart on lap 15. Ryan streaked away to outlast Du� y, 
Scott Towslee, Anthony Ryan, and Bob Kilburn.

Sixth place went to Freddie Little, who was followed by Gary 
English, Chris Murray, Katrina Bean, and William Lussier Jr. 
Heat wins went to Little, Anthony Ryan, and Towslee, and Alex 
Layn won the consi.

� e four-cylinder Mini Stock division was split into twin 
20-lap A-features. � e � rst race was limited to 15 laps by time 
constraints after a rough race, which was won by Bridport, Vt.’s 
Brian Blake after a mid-race collision with Clemmy Bell. Blake 
was able to continue and grabbed his second win of the season, 
beating out Levi Cram, Adam Stewart, Luke Fellows, and Ron-
nie Alger.

� e second Mini Stock feature went the full distance, and it 
was entertaining from start to � nish. A pack of six cars diced for 
the lead every step of the way before Rutland, Vt.’s Cody Dion 
was able to hold o�  all comers for the win. Jarrod Colburn, 
birthday boy Jake Mallory, Austin McKirryher, and Donald 
Olden rounded out the top � ve.

Devil’s Bowl Speedway returns to action on Saturday, 
June 24, at 7:00 p.m., as all six regular divisions are on the card 
including the $300-to-win special for the Hoosier Daddy Rac-
ing Novice Sportsmen, the Friend Construction 500cc Mini 
Sprints, and the 9th state cannabis crown vics. Grandstand 
general admission is $15 for adults and free for children 
aged 12 and under. In� eld drive-in parking is $20 for adults 
and free for kids.

Devil’s Bowl Speedway is located on Route 22A in West 
Haven, four miles north of U.S. Route 4, Exit 2, and just 
20 minutes from Rutland, Vt.  For more information, visit  
DevilsBowlSpeedwayVT.com or call (802) 265-3112. Devil’s 
Bowl Speedway is on Facebook at facebook.com/Devils-
BowlSpeedway, and on Instagram, Twitter, and Snapchat 
at @DevilsBowlSpeed; follow the action using the #Devils-
Bowl hashtag.

CROSSWORD
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Catamount Pet Supply 
Company, inc.

296 U.S. Route 4 East
 Rutland Town, VT 05701 | 802-773-7642

Grooming by appointment | 802-773-7636

OPEN
MON. - FRI. 10am - 6:30pm & SAT. 10am - 5pm

LUCILLE

This  pet is available for adoption at

Lucy Mackenzie Humane Society
4832 VT-44, Windsor, VT • (802) 484-5829

*(By appointment only at this time.) Tues. - Sat. 12-4 p.m. 
& Thurs. 12-7 p.m. • lucymac.org

Rutland County Humane Society

This  pet is available for adoption at

Springfi eld Humane Society
401 Skitchewaug Trail, Springfi eld, VT• (802) 885-3997

*Open by appointment only. spfl dhumane.org

MAYBELLE
Primrose and her six 5-month-old-babies came to us from an 
overcrowded Georgia shelter.  � ey have been waiting so long for a 
family/person to love and be loved by and we want to get them into 
homes fast! Pups are 18-21 pounds and mom is 45 pounds. If you 
want to be the lucky person to give them what they have never had 
before go to our website sp� dhumane.org and � ll out an application 
or call 802-885-3997 for more information.

I’m a 3-year-old adorable bundle-of-love that came to Lucy 
Mackenzie as a stray not too long ago. A really, really nice lady had 
been taking care of me for some time and made sure I made it here 
safely. Since I’ve been here, the tall humans have become smitten 
with me…they tell me all the time! And, me with them! I just adore 
people and being around them. I also like my comfortable perches 
and spots where I can snooze, especially if they’re bathed in sunlight.

 Lizzy—5-year-old. 
Spayed Female. Domestic 
shorthair. Dilute torti. 
Lizzy is a sweet cat who 
loves her pets and cuddles.

Koda—6-year-old. Spayed 
female. Retriever mix. 
Tan. Koda's a gentle girl 
who does great with kids. 
knows “Sit”, “Shake” and 
“Down”. 

Cooper—1 ½-year-old. 
Neutered male. Terrier/
Lab mix. Tan and black. 
Cooper loves to go for 
walks, and how can you 
say no to a face like his?

Red—16-month-old. 
Neutered male. Mixed 
breed. Red. Red is looking 
for an outdoorsy person to 
go on fun adventures with, 
and then enjoy afternoons 
on the porch just watching 
the world.

Bandit—1-year-old. 
Neutered male. Husky/
Pit Bull mix. Black. Bandit 
would be happy to play 
a game of ball with an 
outdoor family.

Sox—5-year-old. Neutered 
male. Lab mix. Black 
and tan. Sox enjoys 
the sunshine and can 
entertain himself with toys. 

 Marcy—1-year-old. 
Spayed Female. Domestic 
shorthair. Black and white. 
Marcy is such a charming 
cat!  We think a home with 
other cats will suit her 
nicely.

 Dexter—2-year-old. 
Neutered male. Domestic 
longhair. Brown tiger. 
Dexter is an energetic boy 
who loves pets and head 
scratches.

 Shirley—10-year-old. 
Spayed Female. Domestic 
shorthair. Torbie. Shirley 
reminds us of Shirley 
MacLaine! She is full of 
“pizzazz."

PETS

 Kevin—2-year-old. 
Neutered male. Domestic 
Mediumhair. Grey tiger. 
Kevin is an a� ectionate 
guy and will do best in a 
home with no other cats.

Buddy—3 ½-year-old. Neutered male. Mixed 
breed. Blonde. Buddy is an athletic pup who 
needs a con� dent and experienced handler who 
has the lifestyle to � t his needs. 

All of these pets are available for adoption at

Rutland County Humane Society
765 Stevens Road, Pittsford, VT • (802) 483-6700

Tues. - Sat. 11-5 p.m. for adoptions 
*(By appointment only at this time.)

Closed Sun. & Mon. •  www.rchsvt.org

Concert held to bene� t Rutland County Humane Society  

� e Rutland County Humane Society would like to 
invite you to a night of entertainment with the Onion 
River Jazz Band. We are working with � e Paramount 
� eatre and the Pittsford Village Farm for a Night Under 
� e Stars on Friday, July 7, 2023 at the Pittsford Village 
Farm to raise needed funds for the animals in our 
care. Since 1984, the Onion River Jazz Band has been 
delighting audiences throughout Vermont and New 
England with their spot-on renditions of vintage jazz, 
ragtime and swing instrumentals and songs. ORJB’s seven 
red-hot musicians’ combined professional performing 
experience is well over 300 years. Gates will be open at 
6 pm and the concert begins at 7 p.m. Ticket fees are as 
follows, Adults: $20 + tax/fees and Child/Under 18: $5 +  
tax/fees. Tickets can be purchased online at our website 
( RCHSVT.org), at the Paramount � eatre Box O�  ce on 
Fridays from 11am-6pm and at the gate the night of. We 
can’t wait for you to join us for a night of fun for all!

 Eepa—5-year-old. 
Neutered male. Domestic 
shorthair. Black with white. 
Eepa is short for Eepa-
Boing-Boing. He enjoys 
head scratches and rolling 
on his side for belly rubs!

BUDDY
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Have a big (or small) event 
coming up? Let us know!

Email: events@mountaintimes.info

This week, your life begins to look 
and feel a whole light brighter. As 

the Sun emerges from your shadowy 
sector of fears and phobias and into 
your area of perspective and spiritual-
ity, you may start to recognize the ben-
efi t of any recent experiences. As your 
perspective shifts, you’ll open up to so 
many more opportunities, especially if 
they involve professional progress. The 
time for navel gazing is over – onwards 
and upwards from here!

There’s a certain kind of inner 
peace you can experience when 

you get back to basics. For the next 
four weeks, the Sun lights up your 
home and family zone. The more ra-
diance and light you can shed on all 
things pertaining to your home life, 
the happier you’ll be. Time spent 
having fun and expressing yourself 
creatively will help you re-establish 
the foundation in your life, bringing 
meaning to everything else you do.

Aries
March 21 - April 20

Taurus
April 21 - May 20

Gemini
May 21 - June 20

Cancer
June 21 - July 20

Leo
July 21 - August 20

Virgo
August 21 - September 20

Libra
September 21 - October 20

Scorpio
October 21 - November 20

Sagittarius
November 21 - December 20

Capricorn
December 21 - January 20

Aquarius
January 21 - February 20

Pisces
February 21 - March 20

Empowering you to lead a divinely inspired life.
Cassandra has studied astrology for about 20 years.  She is an international teacher of astrology who has been published all over the globe. 

It can be easy to get stuck in a rut 
and become familiar with the 

things that you do on the daily. Every 
now and then though, you get to shine 
a light into a particular corner of your 
life and think, “Do I really want to 
be doing this?” For the next month, 
you’ll get to explore new ways of do-
ing little things. It doesn’t sound like 
much, but you’d be surprised how 
little things add up. Change is as good 
as a holiday.

As the cosmic light turns toward 
your money, you might be con-

sidering new ways you can work 
with your cash as well as your confi -
dence in being able to attract it. This 
might mean getting a little bit more 
frugal with your expenditure, while 
at the same time, boosting your cash 
fl ow with other means of making 
cash. Set yourself a challenge this 
month – can you cut back on ex-
penses while at the same time earn-
ing more? You’ll reach your goals 
faster this way.

The mid-year Solstice welcomes 
your birthday season! With the 

Sun in your sign for the next month, 
this is not only a time of refl ection but 
also of celebration! How far have you 
come in the last year and how much 
further would you like to go during the 
next? As your old year becomes new, a 
whole new world of possibility opens 
up. As you gain new perspectives on 
what’s possible, you may need to ad-
just your plan of attack.

You’re emerging into a deeply 
refl ective phase. Your ruler, the 

Sun, combined with Venus on the go-
slow in your sign, is prompting you to 
think about things differently. As you 
turn your attention within, you may re-
alize you’re beginning to think about 
things in a new light. It’s OK to not 
want what you once did, or at the very 
least, questioning if you still want it. 
Don’t expect to have all the answers 
just yet, they’ll arrive soon enough.

This time of year is surprisingly so-
cial for you. As the Sun lights up 

your friendship and community zone, 
you may opt to spread your energy, 
warmth and radiance to those you’re 
closest to. Is there someone you’ve not 
seen in a while? Is there a group or net-
work you wish to become established 
with? Make the effort to be social this 
month and it will reward you both per-
sonally and professionally. 

Every now and then you have to opt 
not to compromise so much. At the 

least, give some thought to exactly what 
you are available for and what you’re 
not. You get to set the bar more often 
than you give yourself credit for. This 
week, you can start to do this by being 
increasingly apologetic and determined 
at work or with anything that impacts 
your overall life direction. Allow your-
self to be seen in your best light.

You could treat the next months 
as a period to get back in touch 

with your fi nances. It’s one thing 
to look at the amount that comes in, 
but what about the amount that goes 
out? All those subscriptions that don’t 
amount to a whole lot but add up re-
ally quick are worth getting rid of if 
you don’t use them! While you’re at 
it, consider the emotions you experi-
ence when you spend – do you really 
need that thing, or are you fulfi lling an 
emotional need?

The next four weeks is your season 
of relationships. This means, that 

the more you extend yourself toward 
others in both a professional and per-
sonal setting, the happier you’ll likely 
be. Be like the Sun and shine just be-
cause it’s what you do, not because 
you want something in return. You’re 
good at being someone’s rock, but 
what might it also mean to be some-
one else’s light? With your patron 
planet now in reverse, you may need 
to consider exactly how you can do 
that.

We all have periods of just hav-
ing to do whatever it is that gets 

you through. With the combination of 
your planet, Saturn, in reverse and the 
Sun now in your hard work zone for 
the next month, it might just be a case 
of putting your nose to the grindstone 
and getting the job done. If you want a 
different result fi nancially, then there 
is something different you need to do 
in the way you approach your work in 
order to make that happen. 

Chances are, you’re due for a sea-
son of joy! Saturn, since March, 

has been weighing you down with 
obligations and responsibilities. 
Now, it’s your time to decide which 
ones continue and which ones re-
main. With the Sun moving into your 
joy and happiness zone, the next 
month willshine cosmic light into all 
the good things in life. Thus, it will 
make any hard decisions so much 
easier to make. Choose joy!

RUTLAND’S PREMIERE YOGA & 
PILATES STUDIO

22 WALES STREET, RUTLAND
Go online to see our full schedule: 
trueyogavermont.com

@trueyogavt

HOROSCOPES

2363 US-4, KILLINGTON  |  802-558-0547  |  KBCKBC.COM | KILLINGTONBOOTCAMP@GMAIL.COM
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED WHERE THE KILLINGTON ACCESS RD MEETS US-4

PLIABILITY TRAINING
STRENGTH CIRCUIT
BUTTS AND GUTS
OUTDOOR BOOT CAMP

BASIC YOGA FLOW 
YIN YOGA 

VINYASA YOGA

NEW 
BLOCK THERAPY

$10 FIRST DAY PASS SUMMER SCHEDULE
W/ QR 
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Cosmic 
Catalogue

By Cassandra 
Tyndall

The Outside
Story

By William von Her� 

Data theft: ............................................................................................................................................
from page 7

It takes a village to raise a veery
If you take a walk through a thick, 

broadleaf forest on a cool summer morn-
ing, you might recognize the cascading, 
metallic song of a thrush called a veery. It is 
an ethereal sound that echoes through the 
understory, like the ring of a haunted cell 
phone. You might even see a veery, with its 
russet back and upright stance, scamper-
ing through the underbrush as it forages for 
insects and other invertebrates.

Chances are, though, otherworldly songs 
and � eeting glimpses are the closest you 
will get to these skulky thrushes. Veeries 
tend to seclude themselves in the dense, 
scrubby vegetation, a habitat choice that 
makes veery nesting behavior hard to study.

When ornithologist Matthew Halley was 
a master’s student at the University of Dela-
ware, he focused his research on a popula-
tion of veeries in White Creek State Park, 
Delaware, that his advisor, Christopher 
Heckscher, has been studying since 1998. At 
the time, Halley assumed veeries 
bred like most songbirds: one 
female and one male raising 
their young together. What he 
found, however, is that nearly 
half of all veery nestlings are 
raised by their mother and two 
or more males. � ese males 
seem to be related to each 
other, and they may also help 
to raise their brother’s, uncle’s, 
or father’s children.  

Cooperative parental care 
is rare in birds, especially in 
extremely long-distance mi-
grants. � e veeries that breed 
in the Northeast travel 5,000 miles from 
their wintering grounds in central Brazil 
each spring. Many of them � nd their way 
back to the same patch of woods each year, 
ready to raise the next generation – often 
with the help of relatives. In a sense, veeries 
act like royal houses, establishing family 
dynasties in their woods to ensure their 
bloodline’s survival. 

� is communal parenting system has 
clear advantages for females. If one of the 
males – even the biological father – aban-
dons the nest, the other bonded males 
feed the babies and keep them healthy. To 
increase their young’s chances of survival, 
female veeries will mate with multiple 
males and establish a bond with each. In 
one instance Halley observed, a female 
veery even mated with a male wood 
thrush. � at thrush was not 
the father to any of 
her nestlings, but he 

nonetheless fed them day after day. “� at 
wood thrush was a feeder,” Halley said. “He 
was bringing in more food than the male 
veeries.”

For the males, this behavior, at � rst 
glimpse, seems like a lose-lose: they have 
to attend, feed, and guard multiple nests at 
once, and risk wasting their energy feed-
ing nestlings that aren’t theirs. But these 
birds are part of a family, and if their family 
persists, some of their genes do as well. “If 
I can help [my brother’s] o� spring survive 
and reproduce,” Halley said, “I’m indirectly 
helping a rather high percentage of my 
genes to pass on to the next generation.” 

� ese genetic bene� ts apply to females 
as well. While many other songbird species 
build their nests away from other nests, vee-
ries tend to nest close to each other. � e fe-
males build the nests on or near the ground, 
and other nearby nests often belong to 
sisters or aunt-niece pairs. Sometimes 

these nests are also guarded by the 
same males, creating what Hal-

ley calls a “cooperative nest 
defense cluster.” � e closely 
related females leave each 
other alone, while the males 
are able to more e�  ciently 
guard multiple nests in close 
proximity.

While this cooperative 
behavior is rare among migra-
tory songbirds, it seems to be 
somewhat common in some 
other thrush species. Bick-
nell’s thrush, a close relative 
of the veery that breeds in the 

high-altitude forests in Vermont and New 
Hampshire, has a similar breeding system. 
� e sedentary slaty-backed nightingale-
thrush, which lives in Central and South 
America, takes cooperative parenting to the 
extreme. Researchers observed one nest 
being fed by six birds – four males and two 
females. Other relatives of the veery, includ-
ing hermit thrushes, may very well practice 
a similar mating system. But, for now at 
least, these unique ways of life are as hidden 
by the dense forest understory as the birds 
themselves. 

William von Her�  is a scientist-turned-
science writer who writes about conserva-
tion, the environment, and natural history. 
He is currently pursuing his M.S. in the 
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Writing at the Massachusetts 
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Love of the Forest
� e forest,
Trees gently pierce the sky,
With great bright green leaves,
Sprouting with joy,
Shooting up to the sky,
Cute little animals crawling around,
Soon become stunning,
Like the only thing left in the world is kindness,
Gracefully enjoying the sun,
Beautifully living their lives,
As friends,
As family,
Prancing through the forest,
Dancing in the shadow of the trees,
Enjoying their lives,
Together they will be,
Happy forever,
Just you see,
You could go with them,
� e animals in the forest,
Help others have fun,
Let your kindness � ow,
Deep in the forest kindness has sprouted,
And it’s all because of you,
Because you were kind,
Because you showed love,
Make others’ lives happy and yours will be happy, too.

Like the only thing left in the world is kindness,Like the only thing left in the world is kindness,

Deep in the forest kindness has sprouted,Deep in the forest kindness has sprouted,

Make others’ lives happy and yours will be happy, too.Make others’ lives happy and yours will be happy, too.

Solstice celebrations
We’ve reached the halfway point of the 

astrological year with the Sun’s entrance 
into Cancer and the Summer 
Solstice in the North and the 
Winter Solstice in the South.
� us, this week is ideal for 
pressing the pause button and 
re� ecting on the six months 
past and the next six to come. 
Recently, I heard someone 
online ask the question, - what 
would you be doing di� er-
ently in your life if we were 
approaching the end of the 
year, rather than the middle of 
it? Well for one, you’d probably 
be celebrating! Two, you’d also be doing all 

those things making sure all the loose ends 
of the year are tied up and setting intentions 

for the next year. 
� is week is a bit like that! � ere 
is a lot of dreaming and imag-
ining as well as getting things 
done. If you could act now with 
the same level of intention and 
focus you do at the end of the 
year, what could you actually 
achieve by the next Solstice in 
December? You could be a lot 
further ahead on all your big life 
goals than you think is possible 
now. Decide and do and you 
may be surprised by what you 

can achieve in just another 26 weeks.

Civil Rights of the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services, as well as 
the FBI.

When asked whether the 
Attorney General’s O�  ce 
issued a press release about 
the thousands of residents 
a� ected by the breach, Jandl 
said the o�  ce publishes on 
its website a copy of notice 
letters that companies pro-
vide customers when they 
experience data breaches. 
She said that included 
NationsBene� ts’ initial noti-
� cation in April.

Jandl said the attorney 

general’s o�  ce receives 30 
to 40 data breach notices a 
month, or � ve to 10 a week. 
Last year, she said, the larg-
est single breach involved 
50,000 Vermonters.

O�  cials earlier said the 
identity of the cyber attack-
ers remained unknown and 
police are investigating.

Jandl said Vermonters 
with questions or concerns 
about identity theft can 
contact the o�  ce of the at-
torney general’s consumer 
assistance program at 800-
649-2424 or ago.vermont.
gov/cap.

Meanwhile, NationsBen-
e� ts is o� ering all a� ected 
individuals 24 months of 
free identity protection. � at 
includes credit monitoring, 
identity theft resolution and 
$1 million in identity theft 
insurance.

NationsBene� ts said 
it learned about the data 
breach at Fortra on Feb. 
7, about a week after it 
occurred. In a statement, 
NationsBene� ts said it 
has stopped using Fortra’s 
software and is putting 
more security procedures 
in place.

Poetry Is 
Power
By Bree 

Sarandrea

Poetry Is 
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One of my college roommates called 
me up to tell me that he died 
recently. He’s a bit of a jokester, 
so I laughed o�  his initial state-
ment. But then I sensed an air of 
forlorn seriousness in his voice. 

It turns out he wasn’t kidding. 
I’ve known “Phil” for 35 years, 

and if I were to pick one friend 
who could claw back from the 
clutches of death, it would be 
him. He’s actually been tempt-
ing death for decades, so I’ve 
always considered him the 
most likely candidate to end 
up deceased within our college 
friend-group.

And yet, he continues to survive. 
I met Phil in the late 1980s during the � rst 

couple days of college. He had the dorm 
room directly across from me, so I couldn’t 
help but know him. He was a short, stocky 
guy with blond hair, good looks, and a mag-
netic personality. 

One day he noticed I had a football in 
my room and asked if I wanted to toss it 
around. We proceeded to play catch for a 
good hour, chatting about our respective 
lives while challenging each other’s athleti-
cism. I found him to be sincere, funny, and 
immensely charming.

Phil was always up for a good time, but 
somehow still managed to get his work 
done. He honed this skill during our four 
years of college and built upon it in the years 
after graduation. � is was an admirable 
trait when we were younger, but 
as the years passed, the impres-
siveness of his stamina faded 
signi� cantly. 

I knew Phil had a problem 
with alcohol after the � rst 
night we partied together. 
It was a genetic thing with 
him. When a certain 
amount of alcohol hit 
his system, he changed 
into a di� erent hu-
man. I don’t pretend 
to understand the 
brain chemistry 
of alcoholics, but 
in Phil’s case, 
there was a 
physiological 
element to 
his addic-
tion that 
co-opted 
him both 
physically 
and mentally. 

We all noticed this 
transformation, comically refer-
ring to it as “Phil’s Event Horizon.” It was 
all fun and games back in college, but even 
then I knew Phil’s propensity for excessive 
drinking was going to cause issues in his life. 

And it did.
After college, Phil got into sales and en-

joyed great success. He traveled the world 
and spent many years living in Asia, pro� t-
ing from his good looks, charm, and im-
mense salesmanship. He was also known 
as someone who took great pleasure in 

wining and dining his clients. 
However, while sales can be a 

wonderful, rewarding profes-
sion, for an alcoholic, it can also 
be a constant threat to personal 
well-being. 

� rough the years, Phi had 
bouts of sobriety coupled with 
long stretches of unbridled party-
ing. � e sober moments were 
usually brought on because of in-
cidents that involved disgruntled 
employers, exhausted personal 
relationships, or the law. 

Unfortunately, none of Phil’s 
wake-up incidents permanently 
altered his lifestyle. As such, he’s 

grown into an older, worn-down, less impres-
sive version of his once vivacious self. 

Phil was at home recently and, while get-
ting up to grab something from the kitchen, 
had a cardiac event likely brought on by 
excessive drinking. Luckily someone was 
present and called an ambulance. When 
the EMT’s arrived, they shocked his heart 
back into shape and he survived. 

I listened intently as he told me how 
helpless he feels with his inability to control 
his alcoholism. I gave him my usual in-
sights about getting healthy and not trying 
to attempt sobriety alone, but I’m afraid it 
fell on deaf ears. I also told him how I hoped 
old age would bring us together for many 
more rounds of golf.

� is week’s feature, “Old,” contemplates 
how we might feel about our lives if our 
timeline for living was massively acceler-

ated. If the scenario of “Old” were true, 
I’m con� dent my friend Phil 

would consider a di� er-
ent approach to 

his limited 
time on 

earth. 
Directed 

by M. Night 
Shyamalan 

and released 
during the 

pandemic, “Old” 
follows the story 

of several guests at 
an exclusive tropical 

resort. � e group are 
all on vacation for vari-

ous reasons, but there’s 
a common thread that 

� nds them together on a 
remote beach one after-

noon. 
In typical Shyamalan 

fashion, “Old” not only tweaks 
your curiosity, but also stresses 

your sensibilities with an intrigu-
ing storyline that leaves the viewer 

helpless to understand where the 
plot is headed. Check this one out if your a 
fan of Shyamalan’s style. It’s full of his tra-
ditional weirdness and thought-provoking 
story arcs, which is the main reason I love 
his unique � lmmaking.

An eerie “B-” for “Old,” now available for 
rental on Amazon Prime.

Got a question or comment for Dom? 
You can email him at moviediary@att.net.

The Movie
Diary

By Dom Cio�  

Livin' the Dream
By Merisa 
Sherman

COLUMNS

Dying to change

We skied in a wedge, poles wrapped 
around our waists with the basket ends 
looped into the straps. You had to suck your 
stomach in to make it work, and then the 
poles would settle 
onto your hips and 
your hands would 
be free to do all the 
work.

And so we 
slipped the ruts 
out and picked 
up the gates, one 
by one, gathering 
them in our arms 
until our little 
12-year-old bodies 
felt ridiculously 
overwhelmed by the awkwardness of carry-
ing a bunch of breakaways that were longer 
than our body and probably heavier than 
most of us. � e gates, wrapped in an arm 
over a shoulder, would slide out in all kinds 
of random directions, making you feel like 
you were collecting big sticks for a � re rather 
than an organized race room.

But then, the bungees would come 
out and our world would become simple 
again. � e big, grown up bungees with the 
hooks on the end. � e elastic, in all kinds of 
beautiful colors later in life but in the begin-
ning only a yellow black orange combo that 
said "construction." We felt so awesome. 
One of us would hold the gates in the climb 
while the other stretched the cord as far as it 
would go. One bungee was all it took to hold 
your whole world together.

I fell in love with bungee cords after that. 
What a super amazing stretchy thing that 
comes in all shapes and sizes and still holds 
your world together. Along with duct tape 
and zipties, do we really need anything else? 
Well, obviously ratchet straps but that’s a 
whole other realm. 

I have used bungees cords for everything 
from strapping a dry bag onto the back of 
the motorcycle to putting the tents together 
for the Block Party. I’ve got a bungee in my 
hiking backpack just in case the zippers 
pop or I need to gather a bunch of wood for 

a � re (at a legal spot of course). It is perfect 
for toting a large collection of sticks around 
or for tying a slew of tiki torches together. 
Have you ever tried to carry a bunch of tiki 
torches? � ey should work like ski gates, but 
the tiki part is relatively way heavier than 
you would be anticipating. 

My dad used bungee cords to tie the 
shovels together on his job sites, especially 
during the early excavation periods. He had 
more shovels than anyone I ever saw. It’s 
probably where I fell in love with shoveling. 
Which reminds me that I need a new shovel. 
Mine is all beat up from trying to dig new 
garden beds in my pure rock soil lawn. 

And bungees come in all shapes and 
sizes. Has anyone ever seen a bungee small 
enough to hold your pencils together?

Way more fun than just using a big purple 
asparagus rubber band. One of the tiny 
tiny bungees with the ball at the end of a 
loop rather than the ones with the hooks on 
either end. 

� e � rst stretchable cord was used in 500 
A.D., up in Siberia where they used strips of 
caribou gut. Hopefully cleaned really well 
� rst. By 1936, English Glider pilots were 
using rubber elastic cords to launch their 
planes o�  the sides of mountains, earning 
the name Bungee Cords. I knew these had 
to have mountains tied into their history 
somewhere! Bungee cords even helped 
latch things down in space with big thick 
gloves — a perfect transition to trying to tie 
gates together with ski gloves on!

I am sure others of you have used bungee 
cords to jump o�  bridges or towers or any-
thing else really. I like to keep my feet on the 
ground, but it’s amazing to me how much 
the bungee has become a trusted part of our 
lives. Literally. People are willing to trust 
their entire existence to the faith that the 
bungee will catch them and pull them back 
from certain death. 

What a beautiful thing, something so 
simple that can save lives and hold your 
world together. It’s a beautiful thing, a way 
around having to tie knots and still get all the 
stu�  done. Just remember to replace them 
when they get all stretched out.

An ode to bungee cords
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BBuuiillddiinngg SSuupppplliieess,, HHaarrddwwaarree && PPaaiinntt
802-422-3469|M-F 7:30-4:30 Sat 8-Noon|Route 4 Killington, VT

We Offer SolutionsWe Offer Solutions

Bring Your Home 
Improvement Project To Us!

Kitchen and Bath  
Design, LLC

- Cabinets
- Countertops
- Flooring

- Hardware
- Plumbing Fixtures
- Installation

Kelly & Nick | 802-245-4474
125 Valley View Drive, Mendon, Vermont

kndesigns125@gmail.com

East Poultney, VT 05741
802-287-4016

parkerwaterwells.com

WATER WELLS
PUMPS

COMPLETE
WATER SYSTEMS
HYDRO FRACKING

GEOTHERMAL

WASHBURN & WILSON 
AGENCY, INC.

144 Main St. • P.O. Box 77 • Bethel, VT 05032
Providing Insurance for your Home, Auto or Business
Short Term Rentals • High Value Homes
Free Insurance Quotes
Call Mel or Matt 802-234-5188

www.washburnandwilson.com

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

• Structural 
Repairs

• Preventative 
Maintenance

• Siding 
• Framing 
• Decks

Renovations, Additions & New Construction

(802) 342-6026
www.VisionBuildersVt.com

ERIC SCHAMBACH • 36 Years Experience

VisionVision

ALL CALLS RETURNED

Professional Service, Professional Results
For All Your Plumbing & Heating Needs 

Specializing in Home Effi ciency & Comfort

24 Hour Emergency Service
(802) 353-0125

For All Your Home and  
Commercial Petroleum Needs

746-8018 • 1-800-281-8018
Route 100, Pittsfield, VT 05762 • cvoil.com

candido electriccandido electric
residential & light commercial • licensed & insured

we help you see the light!we help you see the light!

offi ce: 802.772.7221
cell: 802.353.8177
frank candido     rutland/killington
candidoelectric@yahoo.com

PRIOR FOR HIRE

Handyman Services
Snow Removal

Jeremy Prior  802.353.1806

LLC

Full Service Vape Shop
Humidifi ed Premium Cigars • Hand Blown Glass Pipes  
Hookahs & Shisha Roll Your Own Tobacco & Supplies 

 CBD Products • Smoking Accessories

Like us on 
Facebook!

131 Strongs Avenue Rutland, VT
(802) 775-2552

Call For Shuttle Schedule

2 Washington Street • Rutland, VT 05701
(802) 773-3010

Gary H. Clifford • James J. Clifford

Clifford Funeral Home

Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Seasonal • Year-Round

802-422-2230 •  redduckrefuse.com

WE BRING THE SHOWROOM TO YOU!

Your t r usted local  resource

• Blinds 
• Drapes

Budget Blinds of Rutland | 802-417-0020

• Home 
   Automation

STAY HOME 
AND STAY SAFE!
WE BRING THE 

SHOWROOM TO YOU!
Budget Blinds of Westfield

413-875-2016
Tired of those Old Drafty Windows?

• Blinds
• Drapes
• Shutters
• Shades
• Home 
  Automation

35%
OFF!

• Shutters
• Shades

*excludes Lutron

SUMMER SIZZLING 
SALE 25% OFF 

Plumbing and Heating, Inc.
Michael J. Belanger

Residential/Commercial/ Backflow Testing

VT Master Plumber 
Serving Central VT

802-797-8292

#1 RENTAL AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE
 IN KILLINGTON FOR 45+ YEARS

• Vacation Rentals

• PRoPeRty ManageMent

• cleaning seRVices

KILLINGTONGROUP.COM
 KILLINGTON ROAD - (802) 422-2300
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEClassifi edsClassifi edsCost $0.50 per word per week. To place, email classifi eds@mountaintimes.info or call 802-422-2399

Employment
CATERING SHIFTS - 
Dartmouth College reunion 
June 15-18.  Need servers 
and cooks experienced w/
steak and fish for 300-400 
guests. Fun team, good pay. 
Paid at end of shift.  hello@
cityfarm.events.

For Sale
6” JOINER on s tand, 
tablesaw on stand, 12” wood 
lathe with tools, mounted 
on rugged bench, wide 
swing jig saw, band saw, 
drill press.Prefer to sell as 
group.   $1550  OBO (802) 
779-7714.
BUTCHER BLOCK TABLE- 
sol id maple,  excel lent 
shape. 30” x 30” and 14” 
thick, 4-legs. 802-422-3682.
F L E A  M A R K E T 
SATURDAYS- Beginning 
May 6 from 8 a.m to 2 p.m. 
Miller Place and Cold River 
Road. Vintage, folk art, tools 
and more.

H A L E  H O L L O W 
P E R E N N I A L S .  $ 4 
Perennials; Open through 
May 1st - August 31st. Daily 
9-5. Closed Mondays. 100 
Varieties, Wintered over. 
189 Richmond Hil l  Rd. 
Bridgewater Corners. Ethan 
Earle (802)770-9445.
KILN DRIED FACE cord of 
wood, Killington. $250 OBO. 
860-794-9328.
WANTED IN KILLINGTON
March through October. 
Landscaping gardener in 
a growing Zone B area. 
Minimum 1 day per week or 
2 days preferred. Flowers, 
shrubs, ornamentals. No 
mowing or heavy labor 
or excavating. $25/hour 
wages for the appropriate 
knowledge/experience. If 
interested call Gary at 617-
633-0266

Real Estate
K I L L I N G T O N  P I C O 
REALTY suppor ts  the 
courageous people  o f 
Ukraine and has pledged 
to donate 1% of every 
dollar we earned helping 
clients buy and sell real 
estate to internationally 
a c c l a i m e d  U k r a i n i a n 
relief organizations. 2814 
Killington Road, Killington. 
8 0 2 - 4 2 2 - 3 6 0 0 .  i n f o @
killingtonpicorealty.com

KILLINGTON VALLEY 
REAL ESTATE Specializing 
in the Kil l ington region 
for Sales and Listings for 
Homes, Condos & Land 
as well as Winter seasonal 
rentals. Call, email or stop in. 
We are the red farm house 
located next to the Wobbly 
Barn. PO Box 236, 2281 
Killington Rd., Killington. 
8 0 2 - 4 2 2 - 3 6 1 0 ,  b r e t @
killingtonvalleyrealestate.com.
PRESTIGE REAL ESTATE 
of Killington, 2922 Killington 
Rd., Killington. Specializing 
in the listing & sales of 
Killington Condos, Homes, 
& Land. Call 802-422-3923. 
prestigekillington.com.
SKI  COUNTRY REAL 
ESTATE 335 Killington Rd., 
Killington. 802-775-5111. 
Sk iCount ryRealEsta te .
com – 9 agents servicing: 
Ki l l ington, Bridgewater, 
Mendon, Pittsfield, Plymouth, 
Stockbridge, Woodstock 
a reas .Sa les  &  Win te r 
Seasonal Rentals.  Open 
Monday-Saturday: 10 am – 4 
pm. Sunday by appointment.
T H E  P E R F O R M A N C E 
GROUP Real Estate 1810 
Killington Rd., Killington. 
802-422-3244 or 800-338-
3735. vthomes.com. As the 
name implies “ We preform 
for you!”

For Rent
3 BEDROOM APARTMENT
for rent in Plymouth. $1,000 
per month, al l  ut i l i t ies 
included, furnished. 802-
672-3719.
KILLINGTON / PICO 2 
bdr + loft. Washer/dryer. 
No pets. For sale or rent.  
Lease available June 1-Oct. 
1 $1300, month. Call 781-
488-8746
KILLINGTON OFFICE 
SPACE!  600 square feet 
of dedicated office space, 
plus bathroom, kitchen, 
and  s to rage fo r  ren t . 
Office is on the second 
floor of the Mountain Times 
newspaper building located 
at 5465 U.S Route 4 on 
the flats (next to Dream 
Maker Bakery — an extra 
perk of having your office 
here). Quiet, professional 
working environment must 
be maintained. Willing to 
renovate to reflect the needs 
of your business. Option 
for premium signage on 
Route 4 available to help 
promote your business. If 
interested, please email 
jason@mountaintimes.info 
or call the office at 422-2399.

P I C O  M T.  M O N T H LY
summer rental Avail July 15. 
1-bedroom with Mountain 
view. Fully furnished & 
equipped. $1,975/month 
includes Wi-Fi, & basic 
cable TV. Unfortunately, 
No pets allowed. Rented 
winter  23/24.  Contact : 
Skionskioffvt@aol.com.

DriveElectricVT.com
proudly sponsored by

Let’s Drive Electric, Vermont.

State and federal incentives available 
 when you buy or lease an EV

Get $ back Save $ over time
Plugging in is like paying $1.50 a gallon

Power up
Plug in at home, or at the 300+ 
public  charging stations in Vermont

Scan the code to learn 
 more about state and 
 federal EV incentives

Services
BEAUREGARD PAINTING, 
30 years experience. 802-
436-1337.
S U Z I E ’ S  C L E A N I N G 
SERVICE - r easonab le , 
responsible, reliable cleaning 
available for your ski home. 
Call (802)282-7862
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for income by HTRC. To qualify for a restricted-income unit, 
a tenant cannot earn more than 60% of Vermont’s median 
income.

� e complex would also include indoor and outdoor 
community areas and a parking lot with 27 spaces.

� e proposed building site is located on Main Street in 
West Rutland, just to the west of the Price Chopper shopping 
center. � e site consists of three separate parcels (376, 398, 
and 416 Main Street) which are currently vacant or contain 
derelict/unused buildings. Together, the three lots total about 
an acre. At the moment, none of the parcels is owned by 
HTRC, although all are under option for purchase, pending 
successful acquisition of state and local permits this summer.

“We do work in communi-
ties that want us to be there,” said 
Moore. “We’re here because we’re 
in the middle of a housing cri-
sis. � ese properties are a gateway 
to West Rutland and something 
needs to be done with them. Once 
we do something on a vacant lot, it 
tends to spur other investments.”

If HTRC obtains the necessary 
permits, Moore anticipates that 
construction plans would be put 
out for bids this winter and ground 
would be broken in early 2024. Con-
struction is projected to take 10-12 
months in total.

Pat Gri�  n, a civil engineer with Enman-Kesselring of Rut-
land, explained the physical considerations and limitations 
of the particular site, noting that its bowtie-like shape made it 
particularly challenging to place a building of su�  cient size 
on the combined lot. Because of those constraints, a waiver 
will be needed from the town for a reduced setback from the 
street. � e ground will also be raised 30” to ensure that the 
building will sit above the � ood plain.  � ere is a stormwater 
intake in front of the site on Main Street that empties into a 
gully on private property behind the site. Gri�  n assured the 
room that computer modeling had been done to determine 
that the site could withstand a 100-year � ood event.

Gri�  n also pointed out that the location on a heavily 
traveled bend in the road made placement of the driveway 
tricky. � e site is at the junction of Route 4A, Main Street, 

and Route 133, with a large shopping center and gas sta-
tion to the southeast. � e engineers decided to place the 
driveway as far west on the site as possible, to avoid forcing 
residents to exit the complex into the heaviest tra�  c � ow. 

Jean Terwilliger and Nick Wood of VIA then presented 
the proposed design for the complex.  VIA is also the � rm 
that designed the upcoming renovation of the Brandon 
Free Public Library.

� ough the architects said they sought inspiration in 
some of the Victorian-era buildings in the downtown area 
of West Rutland, the design they presented was spare and 
unornamented: a three-story gable-roofed structure with a 
three-story � at-roofed wing. � e gabled element harks back 

to classic New England architecture, 
but for the most part the design is 
resolutely modern.

� e gabled structure will contain 
the one-bedroom units while the 
� at-roofed wing will contain the 
two-bedroom apartments, storage 
and a common lounge. � e gabled 
roof will also bear solar panels. In 
fact, the entire building will be con-
structed to meet or exceed energy 
standards, with an “energy e�  cient 
envelope,” said Terwilliger.

Seemingly to the chagrin of the en-
tire team of developers, the proposed 
design met with almost universal 

disapproval in the room. 
One attendee said � at-out that “it doesn’t look good.” 
Another stated that “it doesn’t mesh with the town.” 
� e architects and Moore reassured attendees that the 

design was “still in progress” and that the landscaping 
would soften the severity of the architects’ rendering.

Moore also reminded the room that construction costs 
have skyrocketed over the last several years. Materials and 
design elements that were once within reach are now out of 
budget. Even with a minimalist design, HTRC estimates the 
total cost of the project to be $11.5 million, none of which 
will be borne by the taxpayers of West Rutland. Rather, 
the project will be funded through private � nancing and 
grants. HTRC will also pay property tax on the complex. 

Goulette stated that the town assessor gave a preliminary 

Grand List assessment of roughly $900,000 for the � nished 
development.

During the question and answer portion of the presenta-
tion, it became clear that most in attendance had not been 
won over. � ere were concerns about the presence of such 
a large building at that location, the impact on tra�  c, the 
extra burden on town water and sewer, the quality of poten-
tial tenants, and the creation of excess storm runo�  by the 
paving of the parking lot.

� e development team and town o�  cers answered 
the questions with aplomb, as if they’d anticipated the 
pushback. State Representative � omas Burditt was also in 
attendance and o� ered praise for HTRC and its properties: 
“I’m 110% behind this project. � e Housing Trust is nothing 
but a class act.”

“Although many residents may not have the same vision, 
the town has been working toward this,” said Mary Cohen in 
a subsequent email.

Cohen was referring to the numerous steps that West 
Rutland has taken to facilitate the project, including chang-
ing the zoning laws and extending the Village Center to in-
clude the proposed building site, thereby allowing HTRC to 
sidestep the lengthy and expensive Act 250 review process.

HTRC maintains over 40 low-income rental properties 
throughout Rutland County, including three in West Rut-
land and four in Brandon. Unlike the proposal now under 
consideration, most of HTRC’s properties are rehabbed 
structures or single-family homes that have been converted 
to multifamily.

“� e Stanislaus School in West Rutland is a good 
example of our work,” wrote Cohen, referring to a con-
verted 1920s school in West Rutland. During the meeting, 
attendees praised HTRC for its meticulous upkeep of this 
particular property.

As the Covid-era hotel-housing programs come to an end 
on July 1, HTRC anticipates an increased need for housing.

“� e market study for this project has indicated that there 
is an unmet need through 2023 of 3,069 units of a� ordable 
housing,” wrote Cohen. “� ese 24 are a drop in the bucket of 
meeting that need but we are developing as fast as we can.”

As the meeting concluded, it seemed that the town was 
prepared to issue the needed permits and that the project 
would move forward, though perhaps with a revised design 
that would meet with broader approval from town residents.

Courtesy VIA
An architectural rendering of the proposed housing complex in West Rutland, prepared by Vermont Integrated Architecture (VIA) of Middlebury. � e structure will contain 24 units, 19 of 
which will be reserved for tenants with incomes below 60% of Vermont’s median income. Construction is slated to begin in early 2024.

W. Rutland housing: ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
from page 1

“We’re here because we’re 
in the middle of a housing 

crisis. These properties are 
a gateway to West Rutland 
and something needs to be 
done with them. Once we 
do something on a vacant 
lot, it tends to spur other 
investments," said Moore. 
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Free food available to Vermont youth through the 
Summer Food Service Program

By Olivia Q. Pintair/VTDigger

By Jamie Curley, child nutrition coordinator for the Vermont Agency of Education
A site distributing free meals to youth in 2022 through the Summer Food Service Program.

Vermont youths age 18 and under will 
have access to free food again this sum-
mer through the Summer Food Service 
Program, a federally funded, state-ad-
ministered program that began in 1968 
and served hundreds of thousands of 
meals throughout the state last summer.

� e Vermont Agency of Education, 
which announced the continuation of 
the program on Wednesday, said meals 
will be accessible to anyone under age 18, 
regardless of income. Certain sites will 
prioritize foster children and children 
who are members of households that re-
ceive 3SquaresVT, Reach Up bene� ts, or 
meet the Summer Food Service Program’s 
income eligibility standards. 

In addition, people over age 18 who 
have a documented disability will be eligi-
ble to receive meals through the program, 
o�  cials said.

� e education agency’s announce-
ment arrived at the end of a legislative 
session particularly focused on food 
access. 

Funding for pandemic-era programs 
such as extra EBT SNAP bene� ts and Ev-
eryone Eats have dried up, leaving many 
Vermonters reeling beneath the weight 
of compounding economic crises. In re-
sponse, many Vermonters have organized 
responses to food insecurity, with some 
advocating for legislation to guarantee 
meals for Vermont students while others 

organize grassroots, non-market sys-
tems for distributing free food. 

Announced on the same day that 
legislation mandating free school meals 
became law in Vermont, without Gov. Phil 
Scott’s signature, the continuing Summer 
Food Service Program, is meant to make 
nutrition more accessible for youth and 
families. Last summer, it served 780,044 
meals at over 276 sites across Vermont. 

� e summer program “increases eq-
uity and access around the state, making 
sure that all children can have a summer 
where they can relax, play, and be kids,” 
said Lindsey Hedges, a policy communi-
cation specialist with the Vermont Agency 
of Education. “Child nutrition is also 
critical to how a student performs in the 
classroom. … When students are nour-
ished, the likelihood of summer learning 
loss decreases.”

Meals o� ered by the program will 
continue to be served at sites around Ver-
mont this year, including schools, parks, 
housing complexes and libraries. � e 
locations can be found on an interactive 
map called the  USDA Meals For Kids Site 
Finder (fns.usda.gov/meals4kids) which 
will be updated with new sites weekly. 

Families can also � nd information 
about open meal sites by calling 2-1-1, 
the United Way-run resource hotline, or 
through Hunger Free Vermont, which 
catalogs open sites by county online. 

According to the Agency of Educa-
tion, the summer meals are served at 
three types of sites —  “open sites,” which 
are listed on the interactive map and are 
accessible to anyone 18 and under, and 
“closed-enrolled” and “summer camp 
sites,” which cater to speci� c populations. 
Both open and closed-enrolled sites can 
o� er up to two meals or snacks per day, 
while camp sites are able to provide three 

meals or snacks daily, according to a press 
release.

“Access to nutritious foods is critical 
for child development, both during the 
school year and the summer months,” 
said Heather Bouchey, the state’s interim 
secretary of education, in a press release. 
“� is is a fantastic program, and we want 
to make sure every community is aware of 
and has access to this resource.”

he’s been wandering around downtown Montpelier and 
sleeping in a friend’s car. Being outside either irritated an 
old injury or fractured something anew, but on Friday he 
reported being in more pain than he’d been in years.

“I’m in a lot — a lot — of pain, more pain that I’ve been in 
like four years. And I’m walking around and it’s been hurt-
ing. So I don’t know what to do,” he said. “Like, I really don’t 
know what to do. I’m not really, like, into begging people. 
I’ve just been trying to stay outside by myself.”

Using federal Covid-19 aid that � ooded the state during 
the pandemic, Vermont dramatically scaled up a pre-exist-
ing program to shelter nearly everyone experiencing home-
lessness in a hotel or motel. More than three years later, the 
federal money is gone — but homelessness remains. In fact, 
amid a housing crisis, it spiked nearly 19% between 2022 
and 2023.

Back in March, when federal aid ran dry, lawmakers 
temporarily extended the program but decided to split 
the roughly 2,800 individuals staying in motels into two 
categories. � ose who met new eligibility criteria — such as 
families with children, elderly people and those receiving 
federal disability bene� ts — could stay in motels until July 
1, the beginning of the new � scal year. � ose who didn’t 
would need to be out a month earlier, on June 1. 

Both Republican Gov. Phil Scott and Democratic legisla-
tive leaders have, to varying extents, reversed themselves 
on the subject of the roughly 2,000 people that are sched-
uled for eviction July 1, promising to extend their stays. But 
they’ve held � rm to the decision that the June 1 cohort, 
which numbers about 800 people, should remain ineligible 
for further shelter through the state’s program.

� at leaves people like Dorsey, who don’t receive Social 
Security Disability Insurance — but who nevertheless have 
disabilities or medical conditions — relying on whatever 

help local service providers can muster. 
Advocates have been pushing for lawmakers to reconsid-

er. Brenda Siegel, an activist and former Democratic guber-
natorial candidate, last week released a compilation of data 
from a survey of 76 people set to leave in the June 1 cohort. 
Many have had major medical conditions, she reported, 
including grand mal seizures, a brain tumor, epilepsy, 
kidney disease, cancer, Crohn’s disease, severe arthritis, 
endocarditis and hemophilia. One recently underwent an 
amputation, she said, and two had had a 
heart attack or stroke.

Service providers by and large say that 
people with such signi� cant physical 
needs who don’t receive federal disabil-
ity bene� ts represent a minority of those 
who left hotels and motels on June 1. 
But they argue their needs are still acute. 
On Monday, Martin Hahn, executive 
director of the Vermont Coalition to End 
Homelessness, sent a letter to lawmak-
ers, urging them to include those who 
meet Vermont’s de� nition of “disability,” 
and those who are medically vulnerable, 
to remain housed. 

“Many people with disabilities do not 
have (federal Social Security Disability 
Insurance or Supplemental Security Income) and you can’t 
apply for that if you don’t have an address,” stated the letter, 
signed by several local service providers.

Indeed, an hour or so after speaking to a reporter, Dorsey 
met with the co-executive director of the Good Samaritan 
Haven, Rick DeAngelis, who concluded, after studying his 
injuries, that he had no option but to use the shelter’s funds 
to pay for a motel.

Lawmakers will reconvene in Montpelier on Tuesday for 
a special veto session, when they are set to take up legisla-
tion that would keep in place those who were scheduled 
to leave July 1 until alternate shelter can be found. Rep. 
Emilie Kornheiser, D-Brattleboro, who has been involved 
in the legislation’s development, told VTDigger on Monday 
afternoon that lawmakers did not intend to tweak eligibility 
criteria for now.

Advocates have also criticized the legislative deal that 
was announced in broad strokes last 
week for leaving out anyone who will fall 
into homelessness after July 1. While it 
would keep people in motels if they’re 
already there, it would subject anyone 
who loses shelter starting next month 
to the pre-pandemic rules for the state’s 
general assistance program. 

A family with children, for example, 
would be eligible for only 28 days of 
shelter within a year, not counting the 
winter months. (Hahn’s letter also made 
this point, and noted that more people 
are entering homelessness than are 
leaving it.)

Kornheiser said some legislators are 
interested in re-evaluating the motel 

program’s rules when they come back for their next full 
session. But after this week’s veto session, lawmakers won’t 
be back in Montpelier until January. And in the interim, 
Kornheiser freely acknowledged many people will be left in 
the lurch.

“One of the hardest things about this work is that almost 
everything that we do leaves people out that shouldn’t be 
left out,” she said.

Motel program: ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
from page 6

“One of the hardest 
things about this 

work is that almost 
everything that we 

do leaves people out 
that shouldn’t be 
left out,” said Rep. 
Emilie Kornheiser, 

D-Brattleboro.
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Mountainside Properties
2023 Killington Road, Killington, VT 05751
Mountainsideproperties@aol.com 
mountainsidepropertiesvt.com/glades/  
802-236-1360

• Property management, 
complete year-round  
service with house 
checks

• Private, single-
family home 
sites

• Ski home, enjoy 
hiking and 
mountain bike trails

• Spectacular views  
of the mountains  
of Killington and  
the valleys beyond

ScanScan

to view the to view the 
property.property.

Mountainside at KillingtonMountainside at Killington

802.775.5111  
335 Killington Rd. 

Killington, VT 05751

Celebrating  

33 years!

Lenore 
Bianchi

‘tricia
Carter

Meghan
Charlebois

Pat 
Linnemayr

Chris 
Bianchi

Katie 
McFadden

Michelle 
Lord 

Patrick  
Bowen

Carolyn
Bianchi

CENTRALLY LOCATED      KILLINGTON

* 3BR, 2.5 BATHS, 1,152 Sq.Ft.
* Near public transportation,plenty 
of parking
* Furnished, plenty of storage 
space
* Outdoor storage shed, vaulted 
ceilings
* Gas fireplace       $632,000

IN

Spacious 3 level contemporary townhouse, with one of the 
best fl oor plans in the complex, and fully furnished with new 
carpeting throughout. 

,

NORTHSTAR D3, SUNRISE VILLAGE
KILLINGTON   $825,000

Bret Williamson 
BROKER, OWNER

Judy Storch
BROKER

Laura Derderian
REALTOR®

802-422-3610   killingtonvalleyrealestate.com

F E A T U R E D  L I S T I N G

Gary Thompson 
BROKER

Cathy Quaglia 
BROKER

Kitchen Fire Suppression Systems
Extinquisher Sales & Service

802-779-1928 |    business@marblemalleyfire.com | PO Box 1609, Rutland, VT 05701802-779-1928 |    business@marblemalleyfire.com | PO Box 1609, Rutland, VT 05701

Serving the Greater Rutland Area 
On-site Maintenance & Service

Residential & Commercial
Over 20 Years Experience

59 Central Street, Woodstock, Vt 05091
303-818-8068
tadkl@kw.com

Each office is independently owned and operated

TUCKER ADIRONDACK LANGE
Real Estate Salesperson, REALTOR

Servicing Killington Vermont and surrounding areas

same period.”
� e supply and demand 

situation is dire, she said. 
Hence, the drop in Hartland’s 
CLA.

� e state sets individual 
towns’ education tax rate 
based on their CLAs and 
mandated reappraisal is 
triggered when the 15% dif-
ference is exceeded. Hartland 
has been noti� ed.

 Demand for professional 
appraisal services has gone 
through the roof — many 
towns have moved from 
elected to contract apprais-

ers, and, according to Ethan 
Weinstein in a Jan. 15 VTDig-
ger article, many experienced 
appraisers are aging out of 
the game. Rising demand and 
shrinking supply mean towns 
have to compete for services, 
and may have long waits 
before actual reappraisal, 
“� ghting over a dwindling 
pool of experienced apprais-
ers,” as Weinstein put it.

Bradley told the Mountain 
Times Hartland listers are 
sending requests for propos-
als  to appraisal � rms, but she 
has been told the actual reap-

praisal may not be done until 
at least 2027 due to demand.

Although, according 
to Weinstein, the state has 
never levied penalties against 
a town for failing to com-
plete reappraisals within 
mandated deadlines, each 
municipality is required to 
submit a plan for completion 
annually. A pending bill in 
the Legislature (H.480) would 
require the state to assume 
reappraisal responsibilities.

While this would alleviate 
pressure on local govern-
ments, it would do little to 
resolve the property and ap-
praiser supply and demand 
problem.

As for Hartland property 
owners’ education taxes, 
Weinstein wrote, “In theory, 
reappraisals don’t signi� -
cantly impact the tax burden 
on homeowners despite 
widespread undervaluing of 
property.”

� e aim of reappraisal is to 
achieve parity  that all proper-
ties are evaluated on the same 
basis – the undervalued go 
up, and the overvalued go 
down. � e real driver of edu-
cation taxes is the statewide 
investment in education.

Reappraisals: .....................................................................................................................................
from page 3
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2814 Killington Rd.
 802-422-3600  

www.KillingtonPicoRealty.com

Iconic Swiss Farm Inn,  traditional B & B and 48-seat restaurant serving 
The World’s Best Breakfasts for decades. Located in Pittsfield, VT, one of New 
England’s classic ski towns, just 10 minutes from world class skiing at Killington 
and Pico Resorts, the inn features 14 guest rooms, each with its own private 
bathroom, a commercial kitchen, public dining area, outdoor pavilion seating and 
comfortable gathering spaces where guests can socialize with others or just relax 
and enjoy the wonderful Vermont ambiance. The property includes lovely owner’s 
quarters, featuring an updated kitchen, dining area, reading nook, sunny living 
room, three bedrooms, business office, attached oversized garage and plenty of 
storage for all your hospitality needs. The majestic setting features two expansive 
barns, wonderful open hillsides reminiscent of the Sound of Music and panoramic 
views of the surrounding Green Mountains. The pandemic brought new challenges 
to the Swiss Farm Inn, but also opportunity, as the inn has now fully transitioned 
to a highly profitable short-term rental property, appealing to ski clubs, wedding 
parties, family reunions, business retreats and a host of other groups who 
appreciate the multitude of outdoor activities, beautiful scenery, dining and 
shopping experiences, and sight-seeing that Vermont has to offer. As a B&B or 
AirBnB, the Swiss Farm Inn represents an extraordinary investment opportunity. 

Offered at $749,000  •  TheSwissFarmInnForSale.com

Killington Pico Realty proudly 
donates 1% of every dollar earned 
to internationally acclaimed 
Ukrainian relief organizations.

Daniel Pol
Associate 
Broker

Jessica Posch
REALTOR®

Jane Johnson, 
ALHS, ASP(r)
REALTOR®

Edward Herson
Lic. Assoc. 
R.E. Broker

Krista Neary
REALTOR®

John Humphreys
REALTOR®

Kyle Kershner
Broker/Owner
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802.353.1604
VTPROPERTIES.NET

AT

G R O U P
PEAK
P R O P E R T Y

IDEAL PROPERTIES CLOSE TO 
KILLINGTON, OKEMO OR WOODSTOCK!

HOMES | CONDOS | LAND 
COMMERCIAL | INVESTMENT 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW LISTINGS! CONTACT US FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!
 LUXURY 5 BED/ 8 BATH 

TIMBER FRAME RETREAT 
WITH AMAZING VIEWS! 

Prime spot a couple of 
minutes from the Killington 
Access Rd. Gorgeous open 
floor plan with multiple living 

levels & lock out options. Ideal 
property for short term rental 
investment. Exercise room/

Indoor Pool, wine cellar, 3 car 
heated garage, and so much 

more! CALL FOR PRICE.  

MINUTE AWAY 
TO KILLINGTON 

SKYSHIP GONDOLA 
& BASE LODGE. 
Build your dream 

retreat here! 7.88 acres 
of land with mountain 

views surrounding and 
lovely river frontage. 
7 bedroom state WW 
permit in place. $315K

Marni Rieger 
Broker

802.353.1604

mobile: 802.345.0693
email: WilliamSpanos@KW.com
website: VTProperties.net

William Spanos
REALTOR® | Real Estate Salesperson

KILLINGTON
505 Killington Road, Killington VT 05751

PEAK
P R O P E R T Y

G R O U P
AT

William Spanos 
802.345.0693

Samantha Ecke
802.661.8069

Alexandra  
Lemesciuc

518.760.1294

Lindsay 
Cimadon

860.681.9302
Marni@PeakPropertyRealEstate.com

1995 Route 4, Killington VT
59 Central Street, Woodstock VT

First time offered on market! 
A special property boasting 
amazing mountain views & 

surrounded by land conservation. 
Impeccably maintained 2 bed + 

den, open concept contemporary 
is the ultimate VT vacation 

retreat. Walls of glass on both 
levels to soak in the views. 

Chill after a day of play on the 
wraparound deck or dine in the 
screened porch watching the 

sun go down. Detached garage. 
Skiing & golf close by. Hiking, 

biking, swimming & fishing too! 
$499,900

And here’s the thing: living in Vermont, 
it’s been easy to fret over all the wild� res out 
in California, Arizona and New Mexico, but 
they’re all in the drought stricken West, not 
in lush, rainy Vermont. Yet, if wild� res can 
ravage Nova Scotia and Quebec, they can — 
and likely will, in time — ravage Maine, New 
Hampshire and Vermont.

 � ink about it.  � ink 
again: beloved Mount Abe 
ablaze, neighbors in Lincoln 
and Ripton threatened and 
being evacuated. 

And here’s another thing: 
A new analysis released late 
last month by Climate Cen-
tral analyzed the 50-year 
shift toward more severe � re 
seasons.

“Southern California, Texas and New 
Mexico have experienced some of the 
greatest increases in � re weather days each 
year, with some areas now seeing around 
two more months of � re weather compared 
to a half-century ago,” the report noted. It 
added: “Even small increases in � re weather 
in the East, which has nearly 28 million 
homes located in zones prone to burn, puts 
more people at risk.”

And yet, there’s nothing particularly 
special about wild� re smoke. � ose days 
in Vermont felt like a hundred days I’ve 
spent in New Delhi, in Shanghai, in Beijing, 

in Ahmedabad. Many of those were much 
worse: I’ve stood on Connaught Place 
and not been able to see the giant Indian 
� ag � apping in Delhi’s Central Park, even 
though I knew it was a few hundred feet 
away at most.

� at smoke doesn’t come from forest 
� res. It comes mostly from burning fossil 

fuels. But it’s all combustion, and it all does 
the same thing to your lungs. 

� ere are 4.5 million children in New 
Delhi, and the estimate is that half of them 
have irreversible lung damage from breath-
ing the air. 

Around the world, 9 million deaths a year 

— one death in � ve — comes from breath-
ing the combustion byproducts of fossil fuel. 
About a third of all deaths in Asia come from 
breathing fossil fuel pollution.

If the climate crisis is the great existential 
crisis on our earth, then smoke is the great 
daily crisis. Happily, they’re both caused by 
the same thing: burning coal and gas and oil. 
And even more happily, we know how to end 
it. We just stop burning stu� , and rely instead 
on the fact that there’s a large ball of burning 
gas at a safe 93-million-mile distance. We get 
all the � re we could ever want, and none of 
the smoke. Call it “external combustion.”

� is is entirely doable — solar power is 
now the cheapest way to make 
energy on earth. If someone tells 
you they don’t want to look at a 
solar panel, or that mining required 
for a wind turbine does environ-
mental damage, it’s � ne to see their 
point. But everything is relative. 
Right now, here in Vermont, is our 

chance to understand what it really feels like 
every day on a fossil-fueled planet, for the bil-
lions of people unlucky enough to really bear 
the brunt. 

My eyes are stinging a bit from the smoke, 
but I’ve never seen more clearly. Everything 
is in perspective, even — especially — 
through the haze.

Clearly: .....................................................................................................................................................
from page 9

Reappraisals: .....................................................................................................................................
from page 3

If the climate crisis is the great 
existential crisis on our earth, then 

smoke is the great daily crisis. Happily, 
they’re both caused by the same thing: 
burning coal and gas and oil. And even 
more happily, we know how to end it. 

Around the world, 9 million deaths 
a year — one death in fi ve — comes 

from breathing the combustion 
byproducts of fossil fuel. 
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TTTTHHHHEE BBBEEEESSTT BBIKKEE DDDDEEMMMOO EEVVEENNTT INN TTHHEE UUNNIVVEERRSSSSSSEEEEE.THE BEST BIKE DEMO EVENT IN THE UNIVERSE.
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