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KILLINGTON GOLF TO
OPEN SATURDAY

The golf course at Kill-
ington Resortwill open
Saturday, May 18, a
week ahead of schedule.
Opening daywill be
reserved for passholders
only. Then, Sunday
through Thursday, play
forjust $40 greens fees
inhonor of the course’s
40th anniversary.
Theresort’s bike parkis
scheduled to open May
24 and the Adventure
Center on May 25.

SIP & SHOP RETURNS

DOWNTOWN

The popular Rutland

Sip & Shop eventkicks

off Thursday. Dynamic

pairings will delight.
Page 16
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CHERRY TREE ECOLOGY

Native cherry trees are
ecologically valuable in
regenerating disturbed
forests and supporting
wildlife, with their
modest flowers, cherry
smell and bitter taste.
Page 24

Stockbridge resident

makes World Masters
Fly Fishing team

U.S. team of five will compete in the Czech Republic May 19-24

By Katy Savage
A Stockbridge resident is casting up to test

his fishing skills at the 2024 World Masters Fly

Fishing Championships.

Matt Stedina is one of five people who
made the U.S. team. He's currently in the
Czech Republic preparing for the competi-
tion, where he'll go head-to-head with par-
ticipants from 15 other countries May 19-24.

Stedinawill be joined by teammates Sean
Crocker of Pennsylvania, Roman Matusinsky
of Pennsylvania, Christopher Smith of '
Colorado, and Glade Gunther of Utah.
Together, they have 50 years of experience.

“We've curated a talented and accom-
plished group of anglers to represent the U.S.
atthe upcoming World Masters,” Gunther
said in a press release. “This championship
attracts the finest masters anglers globally,
and we're confident in the abilities of Sean,
Christopher, Roman, Matt, and myselfto
deliver standout performances.”

Stedina, 54, started fishingwhen he was

10years old and growing up in Pennsylvania.

“That’s kind of all there was to do in North
Central Pennsylvania after school,” he said.
“There wasn’t much going on but hunting
and fishing”

He also found solitude and peace in
fishing.

“There’s nobody around, you pretty much
have theriver to yourself,” he said.

Stedina moved to Vermont in 1992 for ski-
ing. He drove his truck through a snowstorm
to Killington with $200 in his pocket.

“Ttook off and never went back,” he said.

He now has about 30 years of experience

Courtesy FB

Matt Stedina holds a large brown trout he
caughtina favoritelocal river.

teaching fishing on the White River. He start-
ed working at fishing schools for Orvis before
starting his own guide business. He guesses
he’s taught 20,000 people over the years.

“After 30 years of doing this, I've established
quite a clientele,” he said. “Idon’t even look for
new business or post alot of information”

He tries to keep the watersin the areaa
secret. “Icertainly don’twantto seelots of
people here fishing based on my big mouth, so
Idon’thave myname on mytruckandIdon’t

Stedina - 3

| K|ll|ngton Cup to

return in 2024

Killington Resortis slated
tokick offthe 2024-25 Audi
FIS Ski World Cup racesin the
U.S., hosting the Stifel Killing-
ton Cup for the eighth time
over Thanksgiving weekend.
Over 40,000 fans are expect-
ed to cheer on the fastest
female skiracers in the world,
including six-time Stifel Kill-
ington Cup Slalom champion
and winningest skier of all
time Mikaela Shiffrin and last
season’s overall World Cup
winner and two-time Stifel
Killington Cup Giant Slalom
victor Lara Gut-Behrami.

The event will take place

Nov. 29- Dec. 1, 2024, but the
announcementis pending
the official confirmation of
the FIS schedule on June 6.
Mike Solimano, president
and general manager of
Killington Resort and Pico
Mountain said, “Hosting
the Stifel Killington Cupis a
greatway to kick off the ski
season in Vermont. Having
the fastest female skiracers
in the world compete on our
slopesis asource of great
pride for our entire team
here atKillington and Pico.
We look forward to having
Killington Cup - 10

Robert Hecker appointed to
Killington Select Board

By Curt Peterson

Robert Hecker has been
appointed to take Steve Fin-
neron’s seat on the Killington
Select Board. The announce-
ment came after an executive
session Monday night May
13. The positionlasts until
next Town Meeting Day vote,
when voters will choose the
person to fulfill the remaining
year of Finneron’s term.

Heckerwas one offive
candidates who submitted
aqualified letter of interest
to the town manager. The
others were Andrew Gieda,
Bill Vines, Dave McComb and

Robert Hecker

Patrick Cushing. Eachhad an
opportunity to speak to the
board Monday night.
Hecker, who hasbeen on
Hecker > 10

Vermont Legislature adjourns after a contentious 2024 session

Session was shaped by debates over property taxes, housing shortages, flood recovery and public safety
By Sarah Mearhoff and Shaun Robinson/VTDigger

After a tumultuous day of dealmaking on housing, land use and proper-
ty tax measures, the Vermont Legislature adjourned its 2024 session in the
early hours of Saturday morning, May 11. The
Senate gaveled outat 1:18 a.m. and the House

at2:07 a.m.
The session was shaped by existential

debates over the future of the state. Lawmakers
grappled with projected double-digit property

taxincreases, a persistent housing shortage,

the aftermath of a catastrophic summer flood,

an outcry over public safety and more.

Therelationship between the Legislature and Republican Gov. Phil Scott
attimes grew contentious — shaped by Democrats’ theoretically veto-proof

Legislators will have a chance to
override any gubernatorial vetoes
when they return to Montpelier for a
veto session on June 17.

supermajority and Scott’s willingness to spurn the bills they passed.

Asthey adjourned early Saturday morning, legislative leaders said they
were proud of how they rose to the occasion.

“Thishas been a darkyear,” Senate President

pro tempore Phil Baruth, D/P-Chittenden Cen-
tral, said in a closing speech on the Senate floor.
“Butithas been an amazing biennium.

Budget

In their final actions of the session, lawmak-

ers signed off on an $8.6 billion state budget,
which would take effect July 1. Unlike the
intense budget debates of recent years, this year’s negotiations — completed

earlier this week — were relatively quiet. Republican Gov. Phil Scott has even
signaled a willingness to sign the bill into law.

End of session > 6
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Town resolves eminent domain
Deal with landowner called ‘win-win’

By Polly Mikula

The town of Killington will not pursue
an eminent domain hearing scheduled for
May 20, having recently resolved the case
with the landowner.

Eva Nagymihaly and her sister, Theresa
Rust, own land on the east side at the base
of Killington Road to the intersection with
Route 4 and the town needed to secure an
easement for the reconstruction work that is
currently underway.

The pursuit of eminent domain was a
choice oflast resort, Selectman Jim Haff
explained. Butwhen an agreement couldn’t
bereached after 10-12 months of discus-
sions, the town had no choice.

Eminent domain (protected by the Fifth
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution) is the
power of government to take private prop-
erty and convert it into public use, provided
it pays market value compensation to the
owners for theland.

Shortly after the town began to pursue
that track, however, Nagymihaly and Rust,
signed an agreement with the town that
Zoning Administrator Jim Haff calls a “win-
win for all,” noting the money saved in legal
fees for both parties and a faster timeline.

“I've been working with Eva for 10-12
months, she’s been a pleasure to work with
allalongit’s just been a matter of getting to

acomplete understanding,” Haff explained.
“She sought engineering and legal advice
and came backto us to sign the deal.”

The easement deal includes the town
putting a driveway in for her at the southerly
side of project (farther up the road) and
paying her $10,000. If she subdivides her
property the town will put up to two more
driveways for her.

“Thisis a better deal for the town and
for Eva and her sister,” Haff explained. “We
don’twant to have to rip up the newroad
right after it’s all been completed, and
eminent domain could have caused delays
for the project, plus we'd also be fighting to
cover legal cost,” he said. “For Eva, under
eminent domain she wouldn't have gotten
the driveway(s), and only would have re-
ceived $18K-$19K maximum minus the cost
oflegal fees”

“Eva and her family have always worked
with the town for improvements, including
apast easement for the welcome sign at
the base of the road. This was just a matter
of coming to a complete understanding,
which tooklonger than we hoped but we're
glad to move forward in this way now.”

For updates on the Killington Forward
projectvisit: KillingtonTown.com or
MountainTimes.info/tif.

Logging company fined for
wetland and water quality
impacts in Bridgewater, Thetford

The Agency of Natural
Resources Dept. of Envi-
ronmental Conservation
(DEC) and Vermont Forests,
Parks, and Recreation (FPR)
announced May 8 that
Thomson Timber Harvesting
and Trucking LLC (Thomp-
son Timber), acompany that
performslogging activities in
Vermont, was fined $32,550
forviolating the Vermont
Wetland Rules and failing to
follow acceptable manage-
ment practices (AMPs) for
maintaining water quality on
loggingjobsin Vermont.

Between 2017 and 2020,
Thomson Timber engaged
inlogging activities on two
properties in Bridgewater
and Thetford. Duringsite vis-
its, several discharges caused
by the failure to propetrly
install stream crossings, con-
struct waterbars, smooth ruts,
and seed and mulch exposed
soils was observed. Addition-
ally there were alterations

TOWN OF

towetland and vernal pool
habitat and hydrology from
excessive brush and rutting.
Thompson Timber com-
pleted remediation of the
sitesin the summer 02021
(with agency oversight) as
well as afine of $32,550 for the
violations. This agreement
was incorporated into a Final
Judicial Order of the Vermont
Superior Court, Environmen-
tal Division on May 1, 2024.
Healthy forests, wetlands,
and waterways provide
valuable and necessary
services to the publicand
environment such as wildlife
habitat and water quality
protection. Vermont's laws
aim to improve water quality
over time, protectwetland
functions and values, and
reduce existingrisks, all while
maintaining a working forest-
edlandscape and a vibrant
forest-based economy. AMPs
for maintaining water quality
onloggingjobsin Vermont

As part of the Killington Forward Initiative, the Town of Killington is
reconstructing Killington Road, a town highway, between U.S. Route 4 and Anthony
Way. The reconstruction work requires the Town to acquire temporary construction
easements and permanent easements in the manner depicted below, which is
excerpted from a two-sheet survey plan entitled “Temporary and Permanent
Easements, Killington Road Phase 1B Project, U.S. Route 4 to Anthony Way Segment’,
prepared by Vermont Survey Consultants, LLC as Project Number 2023-016, dated
March 26, 2023, last revised May 27, 2023 (the “Survey”), over the real property
identified by the Town as Parcel 22-155, SPAN 588-185-10936 (the “Premises”), which
is owned by Eva Nagymihaly and Theresa Rust by deeds dated December 26, 1995
and recorded in Volume 150 at Page 22 and dated November 19, 2012 and recorded in
Volume 332 at Page 516, both of the Town of Killington Land Records. The Premises
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TOWN OF KILLINGTON SELECTBOARD
NOTICE FOR LAYING OUT AND ALTERING HIGHWAYS

are designed to protect water
quality and ensure thatlog-
gers are in compliance with
the Vermont Water Quality
Standards by providing mea-
sures to utilize before, during,
and afterlogging operations.

“Beingaresponsible
logger entails prioritizing
the health of our forests and
waterways,” said Danielle
Fitzko, FPR commissioner.
“Byadheringto the accept-
able management practices,
loggers play an essential
role in safeguarding water
quality”

“Companies engagingin
activities that have the poten-
tial toimpact wetlands and
waterways are responsible
for complying with applica-
bleregulations,” said Jason
Batchelder, DEC commis-
sioner. “Itisimportant to hold
responsible those who do
not take required measures
tominimize impacts on the
environment.”

are located at the intersection of U.S. Route 4 and Killington Road.

This Notice is being provided in accordance with 19 V.S.A. § 709. On May 20,
2024 at 9:00 a.m., the Selectboard will examine the Premises, and on May 20, 2024
at 9:30 a.m. the Selectboard will convene and conduct a public hearing at the Public
Safety Building at which the Selectboard will receive testimony from the owners of the
Premises and will determine whether the public good, necessity, and convenience of
the inhabitants of the Town of Killington require the reconstruction work to proceed
as described and, if so determined, to fix reasonable compensation therefor.

Please contact the Town Manager, Michael Ramsey at townmanager@
killingtontown.com, or call 802-558-5252, for more information or to obtain a copy of
the Survey. The Survey is also available for inspection in the office of the Town Clerk.
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By Liam Prior

First day, first Walleye

Jacob Prior, 11, caught a walleye on Chittenden Reservoir
Saturday evening May 1, the first day that Walleye season
opened for the season (catch and release). His 8-year-old
brother, Liam Prior, captured the moment on camera.

Stedina: .o

from page 1
release much information,” he said.
Stedina said most of his knowl-
edge comes from helping others.
“It's been a pleasure to learn on
this river for the last 30 years or so —
that certainly has helped,” he added.
Regarding the upcoming compe-

tition, he said: “Beingateacher,Ilike  “It'sagreataccom-
to make money when I fish, but this plishment for him
forces me to fish more. Youfishmore andwell deserved.
and become a better guide.” He’s also one of the
Stedina has taught manylocals, most competitive

like Mark Stugart, the owner of the
Clear River Inn, who became a client
of Stedina’s about 15 years ago.

“He’s obviously an excellent fish-

guys Iknow. Sol

Stugart was excited to see Stedina
make the world team.

“He’s been involved with the U.S.
Fly Fishing team for along time and
it'sbeen on his bucketlist to geta
chance torepresent the U.S. in the
worlds,” Stugart said.

know he’s going there
with the attitude that
he’s going to do very well””

Wonderfeet Kids’
Museum celebrates
expansion

By Polly Mikula

Saturday, May 11, Wonderfeet Kids’ Museum held a
grand opening celebration from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Mer-
chants Row downtown. While the museum relocated to its
currentlocation (66 Merchants Row) last spring, this was
the first time the organization has celebrated that expan-
sion. The move allowed Wonderfeet Kids’ Museum to tri-
pled in size with new exhibits to serve more families across
Rutland County and beyond.

Saturday’s block party filled Merchants Row with
vendors, bounce houses, face painting, bubbles, street per-
formers, a magician, the unveiling of two new exhibits and a
seven-tier birthday cake from Dream Maker Bakers.

New exhibits included a 7-foot-tall Green Mountain
Power Robot and a forest escape, complete with awood-
land bear cave, elevated treehouse and slide. These join
amountain-themed playscape sponsored by Killington
Resort that was added in January, along with many other
long-time favorites.

The event coincided with the Farmers Market's first
outside in Depot Park off Merchant’s Row, expanding the
outdoor offerings downtown Saturday.

Atnoon key supporters of Wonderfeet made briefre-
marks before cutting aribbon — and the cake.

Wonderfeet Board member Paul Gallo was the first speak-
er and gave a briefhistory ofhow Wonderfeet came to be.

“In April of 2010, the Rutland creative economy held an
open forum to see what Rutland wanted for anew commu-
nity project. With nearly 500 people in attendance, the No.
1 vote that night was the Children’s Museum. A volunteer
group was formed,” Gallo said. “Myra Peffer was the vision-
ary having the experience and along history of working
in science museums... In 2013 itbecame a non profit. In
2014, Myra took aleap of faith and left her full time position
in state education and stepped in as Wonderfeet’s first
employee. She was soon joined by a volunteer fundraising

Wonderfeet > 10

lakes butnow I'velearned to have
agood time out there and I've got
some giant trout and had some great
days fishing on lakes,” Stedina said.
“There’salot to itand that’s been
partof thelearning processes, how

“He’s been involved with the U.S.
Fly Fishing team for a long time and
it's been on his bucket list to get a
chance to represent the U.S. in the

worlds,” Stugart said.

to figure out how to keep up with the
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erman, but he’s also a great teacher,”
Stugart said. “I'm relatively inexpe-
rienced in fly casting, so it helped to
have someone with Matt’s patience
and knowledge to help me get the fly
in theright spot and land some trout.
Heknows alotaboutlocal rivers and
streams as well as the mountains,
where he is an avid hunter”

While in the Czech Republic, the
anglers will compete in three river
sessions and two lake sessions (one
on aboat and one on a bank).

Each person competes in their
own 300-gallon area of water for
three hours and tries to catch as
many fish as they can.

“Tused to be able to not stand

other guys on the lakes, butit can be
alotoffun”

Stedina said in addition to catch-
ing fish, he’s in search of “the medals
that hang around your neck” while
in the Czech Republic.

For more information or to follow
the action at the Master’s Fly Fishing
event, visit: ffch.cz.
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Killington Road reconstruction update:

Woodstock Avenue to change

Staff report

Drilling and blasting will
continue in Killington this
weelk, starting at the intersec-
tion of Route 4 and Killington
Road. A detour remainsin
place via West Hill Road.

“Lastweekwe did blast
higherup to getafeel for the
process, butalso limited any
delays along adjacentroads,’
Markowski Excavating, Inc.
explained May 10.

This week, motorists
should again expect traffic to
stop duringblasting activities,
but only for about 10 minutes.

Atemporary sewer line
will beinstalled along the east
side of Killington Road this
week, Markowski added.

Looking ahead to the
week of May 20, work will
include the continuation of
drilling and blasting rock.
Dump trucks will enter and
exit the site toload out the

ing the existing sewerline and
sewer manholes.

“Haul trucks will take
outany additionalfill, ata
slower rate than previously
observed, but will remain in
the closed shoulder of Route
4, Markowski reported.

Awater truck will also
continue actively working to
keep dustunder control and
will pullin and out of the
site every 1.5 to 2 hours.

East Mountain Rd closures

what to expect this week

Courtesy KPAA
The base of Killington Road will be closed until July.

from the intersection with
Route 4 (Skyeship) to Bear
Mountain Road. Begin-
ning Monday, May 13, that
section of East Mountain
Road will be closed from

7 a.m. until the afternoon.
Onelane willreopen to
traffic by the afternoon and
the road will be completely
openin the evening hours,
reported Abbie Sherman,
public works director for the
town of Killington in anews

traffic configuration

State repaving has begun, upon completion four travel lanes
will be reduced to two lanes with a center turning lane

Staff report

Atthe Board of Aldermen
meeting on Monday, May 6,
Mayor Michael Doenges ad-
dressed the so-called “road
diet” on Woodstock Avenue
thatwill change theroad
from four travel lanes to two
lanes with a center turning
lane. He told the board he
was committed to the new
configuration for abouta

changing the configuration
back, which would be at the
city’s expense.

In 2014, this configura-
tion was attempted but was
quickly abandoned amid a
public backlash. Some said
it made the road safer, while
others complained that it
caused congestion.

The state has already

7in order torepave them,
but the lane reconfiguration
won’tbe done until the
projectis complete and new
striping is applied, likely late
in the summer or early fall,
Doenges has said.

Amile and a half of Rut-
land city sidewalks are also
scheduled for replacement
this summer, according to the

rock and debris. Mosher Excavating release May 9.
Oncethetemporarysewer hasresumed their work Thatschedule will con-

lineis completed, Markowski ~ on East Mountain Road tinue week days for the next

Excavatingwillbeginremov-  forflood recovery repairs three weeks until May 31.

AOT: Expect delays due to local road
construction this week

The Vermont Agency of Transportation
(AOT) reportsallist of planned construc-
tion activities that will impact traffic on
state highways and interstates throughout
Vermont each week. Here is the report for
Rutland and Windsor Counties the coming
week beginning May 13.

I-91 Springfield-Hartland: Daily, partial
lane closures will be in place on the I-91
southbound on and offramps at Exits 7, 8,
and 9 for guardrail work associated with a
paving project.

Hartford: Monday, May 13, through
Friday, May 17, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
motorists can expect minimal trafficim-
pacts on Bridge 7 over the White River and
Town Highway 98 in Hartford.

Hartford: From Monday, May 13, to
Friday, May 17, motorists should expect
minimal trafficimpacts and might encounter
possible lane closures and on Route 5 near
the Hartford and Hartland town line. Flaggers
and uniformed traffic officers (UTOs) will be
present to assist motorists through the work
zone. Motorists are encouraged to use caution
while traveling throughout the work zone.

Ludlow: The removal of Bridge 57 and
theinstallation of a pedestrian bridge is
underway on Mill Street. Pleasant Street
atits junction with Mill Street is closed to
all vehicle traffic. A detour routes vehicles
from Pleasant Street along Elm Street, Main

Street, to Pleasant Street Extension.

Pittsford: A bridge replacement project
onRoute 7 at the intersection of VT 3 is un-
derway. Motorists can expect traffic control
present on Route 7, allowing for intermit-
tent one-way of alternating travel between 7
a.m. and 3:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Quechee Gorge Bridge: The eastbound
travellane of the Quechee Gorge Bridge is
closed through October and November of
2024. New travel patterns include alternat-
ing travel controlled by a traffic signaland a
concrete barrier to separate motorists from
workers.

Rutland: A Class Thighway resurfacing
projectisin progress. Sunday, May 12, through
Thursday, May 16, 7 p.m. to 7 a.m., motorists
can expectlane closures, uneven surfaces,
and delays on Route 4 between Gleason Road
and Route 7, and on Route 7 within the project
limits. Flaggers and UTOs will be on-site to as-
sistwith traffic control, including intermittent
alternating one-way traffic.

Rutland: Work is continuing on the signal
replacement taking place at Route 7 and
Cold River Road. Motorists can expect daily
lane closures asneeded with a UTO and
flaggers assisting traffic. New concrete curb
hasbeeninstalled on the west side of the
intersection with continuing work on new
curb for the east side the rest of this week
and early next followed by new sidewalk.

year before the city discusses ~ begun gradingRoutes4and  publicworks dept.
TOWN AWARD LOCAL SHARE TOTAL

WEST RUTLAND $50,400.00 $12,600.00 $63,000.00
MIDDLETOWN SPRINGS $40,000.00 $10,000.00 $50,000.00
PITTSFORD $36,200.00 $9,050.00 $45,250.00
BETHEL $29,200.00 $7,300.00 $36,500.00
SHARON $20,000.00 $5,000.00 $25,000.00

IRA $20,000.00 $5,000.00 $25,000.00
HUBBARDTON $20,000.00 $5,000.00 $25,000.00
POMFRET $20,000.00 $5,000.00 $25,000.00
READING $20,000.00 $5,000.00 $25,000.00
RUPERT $20,000.00 $5,000.00 $25,000.00
STRAFFORD $20,000.00 $5,000.00 $25,000.00
TUNBRIDGE $20,000.00 $5,000.00 $25,000.00
EAST HAVEN $20,000.00 $5,000.00 $25,000.00
WOODSTOCK TOWN $20,000.00 $5,000.00 $25,000.00
MENDON $20,000.00 $5,000.00 $25,000.00
WALLINGFORD $19,200.00 $4,800.00 $24,000.00
CHESTER $17,900.00 $4,475.00 $22,375.00
CLARENDON $14,800.00 $3,700.00 $18,500.00
SALISBURY $12,400.00 $3,100.00 $15,500.00
WELLS $9,500.00 $2,375.00 $11,875.00
Courtesy AOT

Towns in Rutland and Windsor counties that have received 2025 V Trans Better Roads award.

Local towns receive 2025 funding for
municipal road projects

The Vermont Agency of Transportation (AOT) announced
Tuesday, May 14, more than $1.6 million in awards for the 2025
Better Roads Program to support municipal road projects that
improve water quality and resultin maintenance cost savings.

The grant funds totaling $1,598,100 are provided by AOT in
partnership with the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources and
are sourced from state transportation funds and the state’s
Clean Water Fund. The Vermont Better Roads Program
promotes the use of erosion control and maintenance
techniques that save money while protecting and
enhancing water quality around the state.

The application scoring of the Better Roads Program
isintended to be in line with the state’s Clean Water Act (Act
64 0f2015) and the Municipal Roads General Permit (MRGP).
In an effort to prioritize funding for projects that provide signif-
icant water quality improvements, applicants were required to
indicate whether their projects will be in full compliance with the
MRGP. Clean Water Fund dollars were awarded only to projects
thatbring road segments into full MRGP compliance. g
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A Rutland welcoming: New resident
opens new business downtown

By Victoria Gaither

Artlovers rejoice—anew art supply store is opening in
downtown Rutland. Kaleidoscope Art Supply’s grand open-
ingis Thursday, May 16, on the second floor of 37 Center St.

Founder and curator Raven Crispino always wanted
to open an art store. After leaving New Jersey and moving
to Vermont, she decided to take a chance on Rutland and
open her business with the Rutland community in mind.

“My thought process for what I was going to buy for the
store was very much centered around the people Imetin
Rutland, what they like, what they are into, and other local
businesses where I can collaborate,” said Crispino.

Crispino’s journey to becoming a part of Rutland’s fab-
ricis a testament to the welcoming spirit of the commu-
nity. She was visiting the area on vacation and stumbled
upon a CEDRR mixer online. This monthly event, hosted
by the Chamber of Economic Development of the Rutland
Region, is a platform for local business owners, residents,
and newcomers like Crispino to connect over food and
cocktails.

“I'went to that mixer, and I was welcomed with open
arms as ifIweren’t a stranger, and it was a good feeling.
Thatis whatIgethere in Rutland: a good feeling, and I nev-

er forgot that it will always be a part of my lineage story,”
she said in an interview at Kaleidoscope.

The shop is stocked with all kinds of cool items. You
can find soap with a picture of American painter and art
instructor Bob Ross onit, candles, and a bag with a picture
of Mexican artist and feminist icon Frida Kahlo. Paint,
brushes, writing materials, decomposition books—all the
things that make up an art shop and more.

The front of the store is where you buy materials, but
the back of the art store opens to a gallery, aroom for art
classes, and a studio for artists.

Crispino’s vision for Kaleidoscope is to create a space
where everyone feels welcome, regardless of their artistic
abilities. She envisions Kaleidoscope as a no-judgment
zone, a place where people are encouraged to explore
their creativity without fear.

“In Kaleidoscope, it’s a no-judgment zone. I believe
people should just go for it,” she passionately shared.

One to take her own advice, Raven Crispino “went for
it” and landed in downtown Rutland, a place that already
feelslike home because she took a chance on that mixer
and a community that welcomed her as their own.

By Victoria Gaither
Raven Crispino has opened a new downtown art shop.

By Andrea Ambros

Aurora borealis makes
rare appearance

Seen locally in a number of towns
including Hartland
By Curt Peterson

Also called “northernlights,” an aurora borealis display
litup the skies in selected parts of the state this weekend,
and atleast two Hartlanders got to enjoy the event.

Auroras occur when charged particles are sent into space
duringa “storm” on the sun’s surface. When they reach us,
the particles react with Earth’s magnetic force by lighting up
in various colors and waving about in the night sky.

Mary Ann Van Buren was excited to see the predicted au-
rora, and, accompanied by her dog Zuzuy, she stood outside
herJenneville home Friday night, May 10. She saw nothing,
but, undaunted, she tried again Saturday night.

“Holy cow!” Van Buren said. “What I sawwas the re-
flection of the lights on the clouds, but it was magical. At
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By Glenn Russell/VTDigger

The members of the House of Representatives work on legislation at the State House in Montpelier on Friday, May 10. The session adjourned officially at 2 a.m. Saturday morning.

End of session:
from page 1
Property tax increase

When they convened in January, legislators were staring down a projected statewide
property tax increase of about 20%. By March, pressure to overhaul the state’s education
funding framework — or, at the veryleast, soften the blow of this year’s hikes — reached a
fever pitch when one-third of the state’s school budgets failed on Town Meeting Day.

Lawmakers ultimately approved a yield bill — which sets property tax rates for the
following year — establishing an average statewide property taxincrease of 13.8%, thanks
in partto a $25 million buy-down. H.887 also establishes a committee to study options for a
long-term solution to Vermont’s K-12 funding woes.

Though the House and Senate reached a deal in the final hours of the session, the bill is
almost certain to be vetoed by Scott, who insisted that the Legislature do more to protect
Vermonters from property tax increases. Legislators will have a chance to override any gu-
bernatorial vetoes when they return to Montpelier for a veto session on June 17. To override
avetorequires a two-thirds vote in both chambers.

Housing

Lawmakers spent much of the session reckoning with the state’s persistent housing
shortage. AtaJanuary press conference, anumber oflegislators joined Scott in pledging to
work together to overhaul Act 250, the state’s 50-year-old land conservation law, in hopes of
easing strict zoning rules governing new housing development.

Over the following months, lawmakers debated how to strike a balance between the
state’s dire housing needs and a desire to conserve Vermont’s landscape and natural
resources. Late Friday night, May 10, they settled on H.687, which they touted as a grand
bargain — though some Republicans opposediit.

In asarcastic speech delivered to his colleagues early Saturday, Senate Minority Leader
Randy Brock, R-Franklin, quipped that constituents were sure to appreciate “howwe’ve
created fast, easy-to-use solutions to the housing crisis””

Flood recovery

Atthe start of this year’s session, many Vermonters were still reeling from last summer’s
devastating floods and called on lawmakers for a helping hand — not only to help them
emerge from crisis, but to think big and reimagine how the state prepares for future natural
disasters.

“We listen when a Vermonter in Barre shares their story of watching their child’s college
fund wash away with the flooding that destroyed their home,” House Speaker Jill Krowinski,
D-Burlington, said in closing remarks to the House early Saturday morning. “Our members
showed up at their door — muckboots on, sleeves rolled up, shovels in hand — because
that’showwe doitin Vermont”

“And once those waters receded and the roads were repaired, we focused on our legisla-
tive action,” she said.

The Legislature’s most tangible response to last summer’s floods was in the form of state
dollars. It allocated $40 million to help communities rebuild, close gaps in municipal bud-
gets, offer interest-free aid to businesses and raise homes likely to flood in the future.

Lawmakers also passed S.310, a bill outlining the role of state government in responding
to future natural disasters, as well as S.213, which would establish a new state permitting

system for building in river corridors. Vermont not only needs to rebuild from last year’s
floods, lawmakers have said, but think ahead to prepare for those sure to come as natural
disasters become more frequent and severe.

Crime, opioids

From the outset of the session, Scott urged the Legislature to address widespread con-
cerns over crime and safety. Members responded by passing S.58, a bill that would increase
the number of crimes for which juvenile offenders can be charged in court as adults and
— attherequest of the Scottadministration — again delay the next phase of an initiative to
increase the age at which nonviolent offenders are referred to family court. The bill would
also create harsher penalties for drug-related offenses.

Both chambers also approved S.195, a bill that would increase supervision of people who
are accused of crimes before their day in court; H.534, a bill that would create new retail
theft penalties; and H.563, which would make it a crime to “trespass” in someone’s vehicle.

“Idon’tthinkit’s a tough-on-crime session,” Sen. Dick Sears, D-Bennington, who chairs
the Senate Judiciary Committee, told his colleagues on Friday. “It’s a smart-on-crime session.”

Those bills did not have universal support. Legislative leaders came under criticism from
Progressive lawmakers and criminal justice reformers for passing measures that could
resultin more people being sent to prison.

Simultaneously, lawmakers took a new approach to addressing a stubborn and deadly
opioid crisis. H.72 would pave the way for the state to establish an overdose prevention site,
tobelocated in Burlington. At the site, Vermonters with substance use disorder could use
drugs and would be offered clean supplies, medical supervision and emergency medica-
tionin case of overdose. Visitors would also be referred to recovery services.

Proponents of the measure say such a facility would save lives by offering a safe, sheltered
location for Vermonters struggling with dependence, where they are less likely to fatally
overdose. Scottremains opposed to the bill, but it appears to have the two-thirds support
from legislators required to override a veto.

Governor vs Legislature

Throughout all of the heady policy debates, the 2024 legislative session was punctuat-
ed by bitter disagreement between the Legislature and governor’s office. Scott frequently
pointed a finger at the Democratic supermajority for plowing ahead with legislation despite
his opposition — and that, he has said, of the 71% of Vermont voters who elected him.

Meanwhile, lawmakers repeatedly accused the governor of overstepping his executive
authority, impeding on the Legislature’s role as a co-equal branch of government. That
critique was especially pronounced last month, when the Senate voted 19-9 to reject Scott’s
pickfor secretary of education, Zoie Saunders. Within minutes of her defeat, Scott appoint-
ed Saunders to serve as interim secretary, circumventing senators’ opposition.

In his final address to lawmakers early Saturday, Scott softened his tone, telling them, “I
think most of us want the same thing.”

“Vibrant neighborhoods full of families, breathing life back into communities; healthy
and safe kids filling classrooms and reaching their fullest potential; great jobs with solid
employers; entrepreneurs from all walks of life in a thriving, growing economy,” Scott said.

“We just have a different vision ofhow to get there.”
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Safe bet

After aweek oflong days and late nights,
theregular session of the 2024 Vermont
Legislature adjourned early Saturday
morningjustafter 2 a.m. My best guess in
the annual adjournment pool was 6:30 p.m.
Friday evening, which turned out to be way
too optimistic.

When the Legislature fin-
ishesits work for the session, it
does sowith an adjournment
resolution. It states thatif the
governor vetoes any bill after
the Legislature leaves, it will
return to consider those vetoes.
Ifhe doesn’t, the full Legislature
isadjourned sine dine, which
means the 2023-24 biennium is
done until anew Legislature is
seated in January.

While Imay havelost the adjournment
pool, itis avery safe bet there will be guber-
natorial vetoes over the next several weeks
and the Legislature will be back on June 17.

The closing days of the session are inev-
itably aroller coaster ride with some bills
seemingly dead for the year, only to come to
life again as a deal with the other chamber
materializes. The deadline of getting a bill
passed or it goes away can be a significant
motivation for the House and Senate to set-
tle their differences. Such was the case with
amajor data privacy bill, H.121, where alate
Friday compromise was reached to allow
both chambers to agree and send the bill on
to the governor.

Different from this session (in a positive
way in my view) was the willingness of House
and Senate negotiators to work with the
governor to find a path forward to craft the
final budget bill that will likely receive Scott’s
approval. Lastyear the Legislature overrode a
gubnatorial veto to enactitinto law.

However, there is a list of bills being sent
to Scott that could be veto candidates. Chief
among them is the education financelegisla-

By Rep. Jim
Harrison

tion, H.887, which contains the yield number
to set the statewide property taxrate.

The billincludes an average 13.8%
property taxincrease (local rates will vary
depending on individual school spending
and atown’s CLA, common level of apprais-

al).Ttalso includes a study about

potential future changesto the

education financing system
> and ways to reduce costs. While
the overall taxincrease was less
than the 18% estimate at the
beginning of the session, the
legislationlowered thatrate by
adding the sales tax to online
software, increasing the rooms
tax on short term rentals by 3%
and utilizing surplus funds.

The danger in using one-time
surplus money to “buy down” rates is that
itcould exacerbate the increase next year
when those funds are unavailable. The gov-
ernor has been critical of the lack of any cost
containment measures in the bill. If vetoed,
legislative leaders will need to either work
with Scott to find a compromise or muster
the votes to override the veto.

Afew other bills that could face addition-
al scrutiny from the governor include:

e H.72,safeinjectionsites

e §.259, climate superfund costrecov-

ery fund

e  S.213,river corridors

e  H.766, prior authorization for health

care

e H.289,renewable energy standard

With safe injection sites, Scott does not
support enablingillegal drug use, while
supporters believe it will save lives. On other
bills, Scott’s focus has been on whether they
increase costs to Vermonters. Itis unknown
whether the Act 250/housing bill, H.687,
will receive his approval. The administra-
tion has been critical of some of the Act 250
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A lot accomplished this
Legislative session

Vermont's 2023-24 Legislative Biennium
ended in the wee hours of Saturday morn-
ing May 11. The Senate gaveled outat 1:18
a.m. and the House about 2 a.m.

This has been a hard session. pi( =

Itwas begun in the wake of a
natural disaster, with a state re-
covering from terrible flooding.
Despite these challenges we
managed to accomplish alot.

We madereal progress
further protecting Vermont
from future natural disasters,
improving flood safety by
protecting our river corridors,
updating Act 250 as we plan for
greater density in our smart growth areas
while protecting our natural resources and
reducing sprawl, and improving govern-
ment’s response to natural disasters. We
passed a Climate Superfund bill which
holds the largest fossil fuel companies liable
for the cost of repairing the damage to our
environment through climate change. We
updated our renewable energy standard to
ensure that the energy Vermonters use will
be 100% clean by 2035 — which will put us
ontrackto be one of the first states whose
energy will be fully decarbonized.

And we passed one of the most compre-
hensive data privacybillsin the country
designed to protect Vermont consumers
from having their data used in inappropri-
ate and harmful ways. Itincludes a “kid’s
code” which protects children’s privacy
and prohibits certain code designs which
increase use and create on-line addictions.

So many bills were passed in the last two
weeksitis hard to keep track. We passed
bills to improve literacy, public safety
measures to reduce retail theft and increase
firearm safety, and, in a new attempt to ad-

diea 1
By Sen. Alison
Clarkson

dress the opioid crisis we established a pilot
“overdose prevention center” in Burlington
to help those with substance abuse disorder
use safely under medical
supervision and get help with
recovery if they choose. We
updated our open meeting law,
A we created a municipal code of
ethics and we saved the Salis-
buryfish hatchery. And, thereis
somuch more.

In many ways the mostim-
portant thing we did was to pass
the $8.6 billion FY25 Vermont
state budget — everyline of
which represents areal value to
someone. Whether it’s supportive housing
for our developmentally disabled or our
state parks, new bridges or the renovation
of our historic sites, housing the homeless
or workforce development — this budget
funds much of what we take for granted —
our courts, our schools, our state employ-
ees, transportation — it funds all of state
government which supports so much of our
lifein Vermont.

Iam proud of how the Legislature works
together to help improve and support Ver-
monters and the beautiful state we are lucky
enoughtolivein. It’s easy to forget that the
vastmajority of our decisions are unani-
mous. When we do disagree on an issue, we
tend to come together and continue to work
productively on the nextissue facing us. I
still feel we are a model for how democracy,
atits best, works.

Sen. Alision Clarkson appreciates hearing
Jfromyou. She can be reached by email:
aclarkson@leg.state.vt.us or by phone 802-
457-4627. For more information on the bills

which have been proposed and passed, visit:
legislature.vermont.gov.

New data shows first
decrease in Vermont
opioid deaths since 2019

Overdose deaths in Vermont have decreased for the first
time since 2019. According to the Dept. of Health’s newly
released Annual Fatal Overdose Report, opioid-related
overdoses resulted in the death of 231 Vermonters in 2023, a
5% drop from 2022 when 244 Vermonters died.

The overdose reportincludes data on Vermonters who
died of any drug overdose in 2023. According to the report,
90% of the drug overdose fatalities in Vermont involved
opioids. The annual datais preliminary. At the time of the
report there were 15 pending death certificates that could

change the final figures.

“While the decrease is not statistically large, it is significant
where it matters most — fewer families have lost aloved one
to opioids,” said Health Commissioner Mark Levine, MD.

Dr. Levine said that even with this bending of the curve,

Overdoses decrease - 28

among others.

Vermontlawmakers have passed a bill that would create
new uniform ethical standards for manylocal government
officials — a change that proponents said is long overdue.

H.875 would establish a “municipal code of ethics” that’s
similar to one for state officials that
wentinto effect two years ago. The
new code would apply to local offi-
cials such as Select Board members,
clerks and planning commissioners,

to deal with unethical

behavior,” said Ted Brady.
Specifically, the code would set

baseline standards for cities, towns and villages to adopt
around conflicts of interest, preferential treatment, gifts and
other potential issues. Some municipalities already have
robust ethics policies in place, lawmakers said, but others
don’t — and the billwould create more consistency.

The bill “doesn’t give towns
or cities any recourse

Vt Legislature passes bill to create uniform
ethical standards in local government

By Shaun Robinson/VTDigger

Other measures in H.875 would require county officers,
such as sheriffs, to file financial disclosures both while cam-
paigning for and holding office. The bill would also require
state-level officials to disclose some additional information,

such as stock holdings.

Reporting the bill on the Senate
floor Thursday, Sen. Ruth Hardy,
D-Addison, said Vermontranks in
the bottom 10 states nationwide for
the strength ofits government ethics
laws and is last among its New En-

gland neighbors. She said passage of H.875 would bump the
state’s national rank up to 23rd.

“Members of the public that we heard from were very
adamant, and very concerned, to make sure thatwe had a

Ethics > 30
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The magical mythical
equalized pupil

By Tom Evslin

Editor’s note: Tom Euvslin, of Stowe, is a retired high-tech
entrepreneur. He served as transportation secretary for Gov.
Richard Snelling and stimulus czar for Gov. Jim Douglas.

The Vermont Legislature is playing an expensive shell
game — and planning worse. The “equalized pupil” is the
shell under which the peais hidden.

There are only two ways to avoid gargantuan property tax
increases

1. Raiseother taxes and create new taxes to support
education. But there are many claimants for new
revenue, and few people want to pay new taxes
justso they will have a slightly smaller increase in
property taxes.

2. Reducespending on education. Legislators say
they can’t because school budgets are setlocally.
However, the odds are stacked by statute against
local thrift. Because of the way education funding
currently works, all the gain of an extra dollar spent
islocal and the pain of paying that extra dollar is
spread statewide. The pain of a dollar saved islocal
and the gain is statewide. How can aresponsible
local school board ever cuta program?

How do we change incentives so
school districts become thrifty?

We can’t go back to having each district use its own tax
base to pay for whatever education it wants to provide. In
1997 the Vermont Supreme Courtruled:

“..we decide that the current system for funding public
education in Vermont, with its substantial dependence on
local property taxes and resultant wide disparities in rev-
enues available tolocal school districts, deprives children
of an equal educational opportunity in violation of the
Vermont Constitution...”

It's acceptable that it is a state responsibility to give
every student an opportunity for a good education. Let’s
assume that those dol-

lars will largely come Outcomes must be
from property taxes monitored to make
and be assessed (as

they are now) so the sure extra money
bu.rden isapportioned results in better-
strictly by the value of

individual real estate. educated students.

Ahalf-million-dollar
residence pays the same rate for education no matter
what districtit’s in.

Asuggestion, which preserves somelocal control, is that
the Legislature determine the cost per student for a quality
education and give thatamount to each district. A district that
wants to spend more must raise the extramoney locally.

Ifyou don'tlisten closely, it sounds like manylegislators
are proposing exactly this. But most are not! You have to
look for the fine print: it's the word “equalized” before the
word “pupil”. This little modifier makes all the difference.

What's an equalized pupil?

Vermont has 84,000 actual students; it has 132,100 equal-
ized pupils! Stowe and Winooski have about the same
number of actual students; Winooski has almost twice as
many equalized pupils. The concept of equalized pupil
was introduced to account for the higher cost of educating
ahighschooler than a kindergartener. Then small adjust-
ments were added for poverty and students for whom

Equalized pupils - 9
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Northern Lights by Jeff Koterba, patreon.com:jeffreykoterba

Tell the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to
protect the Connecticut River

Dear Editor,

Ithasbeen 12 years since
the relicensing process
began for five hydroelectric
facilities on the Connecticut
River, and until May 22,
there is an opportunity to
comment to the Federal
Energy Regulatory Com-
mission (FERC).

Thelast time these hydro
facilities were licensed was
in 1979, and once the new
licenses are issued, they
will stay in place for the
next 30-50 years! Why does
this matter? These licens-
eswillimpact 175 miles
ofthe Connecticut River
— including 16 townsin
Vermont, 14 towns in New
Hampshire, and five towns
in Massachusetts. These
facilities impact habitat for
migratory fish and other
native species, public ac-
cess to recreation, historical
and cultural resources, and
water quality.

The Wilder, Bellows
Falls, and Vernon dams in
Vermont and New Hamp-
shire (owned by Great River
Hydro), and the Northfield
Mountain Pumped Storage
Station and Turners Falls
dam in Massachusetts
(owned by FirstLight Pow-
er), currently have license
applications under review

by the FERC. Through this
federal process the public
has aright to express their
concerns abouthowwe
want to access our river,
how the projects operate,
and what should be done to
mitigate impacts. This final
federal comment period on
thelicense applications is
open until May 22.

The Connecticut River
isa public trustresource,
which means that it must be
preserved and protected for
public benefit. The federal
license is a contract with the
people to allow use of our
river to generate electricity.
The Connecticut River has
been dammed for over a
hundred years, and we only
have this one opportunity,
when these 30 to 50-year
licenses expire, to be heard
aboutwhat should be done
to protect the river and
support our river communi-
ties. We all have a sayin how
companies like Great River
Hydro and FirstLight Power
use theriver and nowis
our chance to tell the FERC
whatwe care about.

It's time for these hydro
facilities to take responsibil-
ity for the impacts caused by
their operations. As part of
their federal license to op-

erate, they can be required
to make improvements to
protect natural resources,
provide access to the river,
and supportlocal com-
munities in return for the
privilege of using our river
to generate power. Specifi-
cally, FERC should require
both companies to:

o  Haveerosion control
plans to address
bank erosion,
stabilize banks,
and compensate
landowners forloss
ofland;

o  Establishlongterm
monitoring and
assessment of how
sedimentwillmove
intheriver dueto
operational changes
over the nextlicense;

o Create comprehen-
sive improvements to
recreation access and
provide state of the
art ADA compliant
recreation ameni-
ties along the entire
175 miles of river;

o Settheshortest
possible licensing
term (30 years as
opposed to 50);

e Makeimmediate
upgrades to fish

River health - 10

UVM, don't
punish student

protesters

Dear Editor,

Asapastor, Ifeelitismy
professional and moral re-
sponsibility to speak to the
crisis of conscience facing
our nation and state.

As of this writing, the
civilian death toll in Gaza
stands ataround 34,654
according to Gaza’s Ministry
of Health. A third of these
casualties are children.

Ido notsay this without
hesitation, and I thank my
Jewish sisters and brothers
who have already spoken
up in support of peace. The
systemic and targeted mili-
tary operation the nation of
Israelis conducting against
the people of Gaza cannot
be called anything other
than genocide. Itis our
moral failing as a nation that
we continue to stand on the
sidelines of this humanitar-
ian atrocity while profiting
from our relationship with
Israel. Is “life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness” solely
an Americanright? Canwe
call ourselves peacekeepers
when we look the other way
asour allymurders and
pillages the ordinary people
in Gaza? The October 7th
Hamas attack on innocent
Israeli citizens was an act

Student protests > 9
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CAPITOL QUOTES

The Biden administration has unveiled plans to
impose new tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles,
advanced batteries, solar cells, steel, aluminum,
and medical equipment. The move is set to
escalate tensions between the world'’s two
largest economies.

The tariffs are being introduced amid a
contentious campaign between President

Joe Biden and his Republican predecessor,
Donald Trump, with both candidates striving to
demonstrate their toughness on China.

“China’s factory-led recovery and weak
consumption growth, which are translating
into excess capacity and an aggressive
search for foreign markets, in tandem with
the looming U.S. election season add up

to a perfect recipe for escalating U.S. trade
fractions with China”

said Eswar Prasad, professor of trade-policy at
Cornell University according to The Associated Press.

“We do not seek to have global domination
of manufacturing in these sectors, but

we believe because these are strategic
industries and for the sake of resilience of
our supply chains, that we want to make
sure that we have healthy and active firms,’

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said
according to ABC News.

“It will harm the world’s green economic
transition and climate action...We urge the
U.S. to stop repairing and digging up the road
at the same time, so to speak, and create
enabling conditions for China-U.S. climate
cooperation and global green transition.”

said Wang Wenbin, a spokesman for the Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, according to USA Today.

“We're still reviewing the tariffs
to understand exactly what’s
affected and how,”

said Russell Datz, spokesman for
Volvo, according to AOL.

Student protests: ...

from page 8
of war, but the innocent
citizens of Gaza do not
deserve to pay the price for
that attack!

Notonly does this atrocity
intensify the lingering hatred
ofthe Westin the Arab
world, butitalso damages
America’s objective to bring
aboutalasting peace to the

moral high ground.

Our nation is struggling
asIsrael goes down apath
we cannot follow. The voices
of our young people echo a
moral call we all know must
be heard, butwe refuse to
hearbecause itis too painful.
Itis not profitable to hold Is-
rael accountable for this war

lives. These are just people
who wanttolive theirlives as
we do. They donotdeserve
todie forlivingin Gaza.
College students are
justifiably outraged that
our nation contributes to
this genocide. They are also
justified in forcing us to pay
attention when we refuse to

region and any ) o listen. By taking
credibility that We cannot punish those willing disciplinaryac-
weeverhoped to put themselves on the line to tion against stu-
toachieve. ) o dents outraged
This brings bring compassion into the world. by such atrocities,
metothe we are sending

student protests on college
campuses, including
Middlebury College and
the University of Vermont.
UVM is moving to initiate
disciplinary action against
student protesters who set
up a camp onits grounds.
Iwould faithfully offer this
advice to the UVM admin-
istration and any college
administration seeking to
punish student protest-

ers exercising their First
Amendmentrights: Don’t
—youdo notcommand the

againstinnocent people.
When Russiainvaded
Ukraine, our nation imposed
sanctions immediately,
offered military assistance
and funding immediately
and made itvery clear how
much power and influence
we still have in the world.
Likewise, through sanctions
and the reduction of military
aid, we could make it clear to
Israel that we do not support
the senseless destruction of
Palestinian homes, schools,
hospitals, infrastructure and

the message thatwe don’t
respect freedom of speech
whenitis hard to hearand
threatens financial gain.

We mustlisten to the
moral call to love those who
suffer most. We cannot pun-
ish those willing to put them-
selves on theline to bring
compassion into the world.
Itisunjustand immoral.

Rev. Devon Thomas,
South Burlington

Editor’s note: Rev. Devon
Thomas is the pastor of
Ascension Lutheran Church.

Equalized pupils: ...

from page 8
English is a second language.

With Act 127, whose implementation
caused this year’s chaos, the Legislature
made these weightings into a hidden wel-
fare system. They declared that it costs more
than twice as much to educate a student
from a family below 185% of the Federal
Poverty Level as a wealthier student, and
thatit costs 2.5 times as much if a studentis
notanative English speaker. One actual stu-
dent from a poor immigrant family counts
as 4.52 equalized pupils when doling out
funds from the statewide pool.

If the costforagood educationin
Vermontis $20,000 per actual student and
each districtreceives this much per actual
student, and must taxitself to spend more,
no studentis denied the chance ofa good
education, and each district has an incen-
tive to save, but none has an incentive to
spend less (they would not be allowed to put
unspent money to other town uses). Stowe
would receive $15,400,000 for 770 students
and Winooski $15,720,000 for 786 students.

However, that’s not what will happen if
the moneyis allocated per equalized pupil.
$20,000 per actual studentis $1.68 billion
statewide. The Legislature would divide the
$1.68 billion by 132,100 equalized pupils
and declare a cost of $12,718 per equal-
ized pupil. Stowe then gets $12,921,488 for
1,016 equalized pupils and Winooski gets
$25,715,796 for 2,022 equalized pupils.
Stowe receives only $16,781 per actual
student and must taxitselfto reach the

$20,000/student cost of a decent educa-
tion. Worse, mostlegislative proposals and
current state law (temporarily suspended)
penalize districts which elect to spend
more than the declared statewide cost per
student. Meanwhile Winooski has $32,717
to spend on each one ofits actual students
and no incentive at all to be frugal nor any
requirement to deliver good results with
this windfall.

It's hard to feel sorry for Stowe (where
Ilive); but, the education tax is already
levied on a statewide basis. Stowe has
more valuable property than Winooski and
will and should contribute much more to
the statewide fund. But, if property taxes
are higher in Stowe per dollar of assessed
valuation because Stowe must make up for
ashortfall in educational funding, it means
that someone in Stowe in a $500,000 house
pays more than someone in Winooskiin a
house with the same value.

Itdoes cost somewhat more to educate
students for whom English is a second
language. It arguably costs more to educate
studentsliving in poverty. If state education
dollars are allocated per actual rather than
per equalized student, it may be necessary
to make some extra allocation to districts
with many such students, but that should
be by honest appropriation rather than
the shell game of the equalized pupil, and
outcomes must be monitored to make sure
extramoney results in better-educated
students.
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Wonderfeet: ...
from page 3
team thatraised over $200,000 to land the full-time muse-
um at 11 Center Street with all the new exhibits.

“Our current Executive Director Danielle Monroe came
onboard in 2019. Danielle understood the value of the
visitor experience as a priority. Danielle has expanded pro-
gramming and it created strong alliances with social service
agencies of the region,” Gallo continued.

In 2022, the Wonderfeet board negotiated alease agree-
ment for the new space on Merchants Row (formerly the
Green Mountain Innovation Center).

“The wonderful team rallied to raise nearly a million
dollars to make this happen,” Gallo said.

Wonderfeet Board President Susanne Engels next
introduced U.S. Sen. Peter Welch, saying: “There’s nothing
like getting visited by a U.S. Senator to remind you about
how important your work is. Senator Welch has popped into
Wonderfeet and supported us from afar and up-close for
many years and I'm honored thathe’s here. It just validates
the good work that we're doing and the importance of this
Vermont community.”’

Wonderfeet is a testament to the “strength of Rutland”
U.S. Sen. Welch said, adding, “this children’s museum is
where our kids are going to thrive, they’re going to be to-
gether, they're going to start exploring and learning and get-
ting a sense of how to be creative, and how to interact with
one another and how to be the future leaders of Rutland, the
future leaders of Vermont, so it is terrific!”

Rutland City Mayor Mike Doenges spoke next.

Wonderfeet is “a resource for families. We didn’t have
places for parents to sit down so their kids could go play.
They set up the museum so that the parents would be able
to spend time with their kids, interact with the children
and always be connected... that’s what we're about here.
We're about building relationships and building our city,’
Doenges said.

Since Wonderfeet moved into the currentlargerlocation,
itshad 30,000 visits. In the past decade, it’s tallied over
150,000 visits, Doenges said. “So to say that wonderful isa
success is an understatement,” he concluded.

Casella Chairman and CEO John Casella, one of Wonder-
feet’s earliest supporters, added “There’s so many people
in this community that have been involved with this. It's
justabsolutely amazing. And it’s a clear indication of the
fabric of our community. What an investment in the rebirth
of downtown. But mostimportantly, what an investment
in the nextgeneration and the kids of the future. What an
investment to get them off of screens to get them playing
together to get them out to getlooking at different aspects of
innovation was a wonderful way for us in this community to
really embrace the next generation.”

For more information, visit: Wonderfeetkidsmuseum.org.

River health: ..

from page 8
ladders to protect
American shad,
American eel, sea
lamprey and short-
nose sturgeon — 16
to 20 yearsistoo
long to wait;

o  Prioritize protective
land management,
which includes
conservation ease-
ments, manage-
ment of terrestrial
and aquaticinva-
sives, and improve-
ments to habitatand
riparian buffers;

e Developeducation
aboutand protec-
tion ofindigenous
culturalresourc-
esrelated to theriver.

Great River Hydro has

proposed a change in how
the facilities will operate
over the cominglicense
which will help the river
return to a more natural
flow while notimpacting
their revenues. A real
win-win! While we’re not
against these companies
making areasonable
return on their investment,

they should get that only
after making a better deal
with the public and our
local communities. That
means comprehensively
supporting our communi-
ties and the health of your
river over the next 30-50
years.

Comments to the
Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission bylocal com-
munities, the states, and
individuals are needed
by May 22 to ensure that
the newlicense requires
improvements to increase
the health of ourriver,
enhance our communities,
and protect our migratory
species. We won't have
this opportunity again for
ageneration. Actnow! We
are holding online hydro-
power office Hours to help
you comment. Learn how
to getinvolved at: ctriver.
org/hydropower.

Kathy Urffer, Brattleboro

Editor’s note: Urffer is
thedirector of policy and
advocacy and Vermont river
steward for Connecticut
River Conservancy.

Courtesy U.S. Ski Team
Alpineracer Mikaela Shiffiin is thewinningest skier of all time.

Killington Cup: ...

from page 1

the athletes and fans back again in 2024

Sophie Goldschmidt, president and CEO of U.S. Ski &
Snowboard said, “While we will not have a final calendar
confirmation from FIS until early June, we are extremely
excited at the prospect of returning to Killington Mountain
for the Stifel Killington Cup in November. This event has
been amassive success since it started in 2016 and we know
the East coast community will continue to come and cheer
on these amazing women skiracers.”

Hecker: ...

from page 1
the Planning Commission
for nine months, told the
Mountain Times he islook-
ing forward to contributing
to the town as a selectman
in any way appropriate.

“Ijustwantto help,” he
said. “I'have no agenda, and
I'mnotaninfluencer”

At 50, Hecker decided
to end his 21-year career
with ADP in New Jersey and
moved to Killington in 2021.
He and his wife Tiffany
have four children, and he’s
started a small construc-
tion company called Peak
Construction, LLC, which
he says, is more fun than the
corporate ratrace. His wife
works as an
administrator
at Woodstock
Elementary
School.

The new
selectman will be sworn in by
Town Clerk Lucrecia Wonsor
before the next Select Board
meeting in two weeks.

Hecker said heisno lon-
ger serving on the Planning
Commission.

“We’re the newbiesin
town,” he said Monday night
introducing himselfto the
board and the residents in
attendance. His career and
educational backgoundis
mainlyin business and cor-
porate strategy and leader-
ship. He holds an MBA with
afocusin entrepreneurship.

“IthinkI canreally

Harrison: ...

from page 7

contribute here as part of
the Select Board,” he con-
cluded.

Afteryears of service
to the town, including his
recent stint as Select Board
chair, Finneron, 72, vacated
his seat for health reasons.

“Chris and Iwere pleased
that five candidates were
interested in the interim
position on the board,’
Selectman Jim Haff said
in aninterview Tuesday.
“We chose Hecker because
we think he’ll bring a fresh
perspective to town.”

“This town is changing
andit’sreally greatto see
folks with energy stepping

“I just want to help,” Hecker
said. “I have no agenda,
and I'm not an influencer.”

up...Thope thatthe en-
thusiasm continues,” Haff
said after executive session
Monday night.

Haff, who was just
re-elected to a three-year
term in March, stated that
he’s 63 years old and doesn’t
knowifhe’s going to see
another term.

Next Town Meeting,
March 3, 2025, there will be
two Select Board seats up
forvote. Chris Karr’s 3-year
seatand the remainder of
Finneron's term (1-year)
afterwhich the three-year
term schedule will resume.

changes that make it more difficult to build in rural towns,
butsupport changes easing some of the housing restrictions

in downtown areas.

In closing, thank you for your interest in my legislative
updates during this past session. This concludes myregular
reports, butIwill provide updates as pertinent information
becomes available in the coming months.

Iplanto seekre-election this fall as the state representative
for the Rutland-11 district (Chittenden, Mendon, Killington,
and Pittsfield) and will be collecting petition signatures to get
onthe ballotin the coming weeks.

In the category oflife after the legislative session is over, I
had to laugh recently when we offered to help out with our
three Atlanta grandsons so their mom and dad could enjoy
abreak for their June anniversary. It turned out that even be-
fore we could offer, Graham, who is 12, had already checked
out the Red Sox schedule and pointed out that the Sox were
playing the Atlanta Braves during that period...and, yes,
tickets were available. Justalittle hint to his grandparents...
Looking forward to the summer ahead!

Jim Harrison is the state representative for Chittenden,
Killington, Mendon, and Pittsfield. He can be reached at
JHarrison@leg.state.vt.us or harrisonforvermont.com.
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WORDPLAY
MEDITATION WORD SEARCH Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally and back
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O MDY OADEDDTTIW RIKSNASDOTI By Mary Ann Van Buren
K S P GGRNSSENIWLWUFDNTIMSRU ]
C R AW AUIRENUESSTIHMWEPNGU RUGTD yoenr:;?;r? lights: .
m EeEDTITATTIONZPNZVHNZTN about10-11 p.m.theaurora  told the Mountain Times.
c v S I EVNV A AMARBRAIKU EPTIOE Q C I sneaked up onme, butit “It's only the third time I've
Y G Q M P S K P E A CE F UL M B V D H lasted a halfhour” seenithappenhere — the
She had sether phone last time was 40 years ago.”
Q’ R G Y M C W D B F B T Z H W D P M E oj cameraon “darkmode,” a Ambros planned to get
ASHRAM CHANT GROUNDING MENTAL SANSKRIT trick she learned from in- up to see the aurora, but
AWARENESS CREATIVE HINDUISM MINDFULNESS TRANQUILITY ternet chatter, and gotsome  forgotto sether alarm.
ESBFDEHSM EDIEI{SI{{({X[(A KARM?{A gllii{\\g?iNF%L \Z/}ES;]JALIZATION interesting photos. “We have a skylight right
CHAKRA ENLIGHTENMENT MEDITATION REST Andrea Ambroslivesin over our bed,” she said. “I
- the Lull Farm Road area. woke up because there was
CROSSWORD PUZZLE Solutions >21 One might callheran “auro-  suddenly more lightin the
raveteran,” as she has seen bedroom than normal. It
%W S?]%pﬁ?g?]lar donut major displays quite often was the aurora.”
tirﬁe 60. You smearit [14 15 16 when working in the Poker Itwas about2:30 a.m. She
4. Ooze on bagels Flats area near Fairbanks, ran outside to their upper
9. Aset of eight 64. Don't know 17 18 19 Alaska. field and caughtimages
14. Obstruction when yet “Buthaving thenorthern =~ with her phone camera.
15 Swiss mathe- 65 Equalto 10 20 21 lights come to Vermont is “Itwas impressive!” she
matician amperes o ) :
16. Philosophy 66. Synthetic >3 arare and special gift,” she said.
17. The night acrylic fiber
before 67. One point 58 55 30 SUDOKU
18. Atimid person  south of due east
20. Unifies 68. Of mixed
22. Gangs ancestry 31 |32 33 34 (35 (36 37 .
23. Alternative 69. Home of the | - - TS ]
name Pyramids Each block is divided by its own matrix of nine cells. The rule for solv-
24. Acumen 70. Away to ing Sudoku puzzles are very simple. Each row, column and block, must
28. Cathode-ray change color 42 43 44 |45 contain one of the numbers from “1” to “9”. No number may appear
tube more than once in any row, column, or block. When you've filled the
29. Tantalum CLUES DOWN 76 a7 148 79 50 entire grid the puzzle is solved.
30. Soluble ribo- 1. Excessive
nucleic acid fluid accumulation [51 52 |53 |54 55
31. Humiliate in tissues
33. Earthy pig- 2. Untangle 58 59
ment 3. One from the
37. Air Force u.s. 60 |61 62 163 64
38. Adult males 4. Academic
39. Stiff untanned  terms . 65 56 &7
leather 5. San __ Obis-
41. Before po, in California
42. Atomic #18 6 Not healthy | 69 0
43. Beer mug 7. Self-assess-
44. Nostrils ment questionnaire 21. Freshwater fishes 35. Denotes past 54. Sierra lake
46. Type of chef (abbr.) 24. Vermont town 36. Becoming popular 56. Nickname for Elizabeth
49. Midway 8. Arugula genus  25. Man-made device again 57. Remove from record
between north and 9. VI 26. Entrap 40. Indicates position 59. Employee stock owner-
east 10. Makes a 27. Places to store import- 41. Came before ship plan
50. They __ monarch ant things 45. An extra seed-covering 60. Former NFLer Newton
51. Splits 11. Tormentor 31. Accumulate 47. Cheerful 61. Relative biological
55. Walk in a timid ~ 12. Commercials  32. Greek mythological 48. Deli sandwich staple effectiveness (abbr.)
manner 13. Sprinkle nymph 52. Skateboarders love 62. Work unit
58. Preserved ani-  19. Make a 34. Gregory __, American them 63. Town in Cambridgeshire
mal skin with hair mistake dancer 53. Mandela’s party

Level: Intermediate
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Slg and Shop in Downtown Rutland

5-8 p.m. — Downtown Rutland. $25 for All-Inclusive Ticket,
$15 for Non-Drinking Ticket. Enjoy an evening of shopping
and tasting as Downtown Rutland hosts its popular Sip
& Shop event. Sample spirits, beer, cider, mead, and
wine from vendors hosted at various locations. Must
be 21 or older to sample alcoholic beverages. For
more information, visit: downtownrutland.com.

WEDNESDAY
5/15

MINT Makerspace Reopening
with reMake Creative Reuse

Shop

72 Merchants Row, Rutland. On

the evening of Thursday, May 16

The MINT Makerspace reopens its
downtown location with a new feature:
reMake Creative Reuse Shop. reMake
operates as a thrift store for art
supplies and aims to make creativity
more affordable and accessible in
Rutland. After reMake’s opening at
Rutland Downtown Sip + Shop, the
store will be open for business and
accepting donations on Wednesdays
from 2-6 p.m. and Saturdays from 10
a.m.-2 p.m.

RSVP Bone Builders

9-10 a.m. Wednesdays. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland.
Free. Full, waitlisted. Contact Retired Senior Volunteers (RSVP) at 802-
774-8680 for a callback.

S.E.A.T. Exercises

9-10 a.m. Wednesdays. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland. $6
per individual class or $5 per class when paying for the whole month
upfront. A brand-new, chair-based full body workout led by Melissa
Cox, ACSM-GEL. rutlandrec.com/godnick or 802-773-1853

Senior Bone Builders

10 a.m.Wednesdays. Sherburne Memorial Library, 2998 River
Rd., Killington. Free. Weights are provided. sherburnelibrary.org or
802-422-9765

Killington Active Seniors Lunch

11:30 a.m.Wednesdays. Lookout Tavern, 2910 Killington Road,
Killington. $5 donation towards the meal, tip is covered by local
donors. For more info, call 908-783-1050.

Ballroom Dance with Patti

Panebianco
Wednesdays. Stone Valley Arts, 145 E. Main
St., Poultney. 6-6:50 p.m. Waltz for adults. 7-7:50
p.m. Cha-cha for adults. For details and cost,
contact Patti Panebianco at 516-909-1686 or email at
pattipdance@gmail.com

THURSDAY
5/16

Art at the Chaffee: Arte

10:30am-Noon. Thursdays. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St.,
Rutland. Fee: $10 if you bring your own supplies, up to $20 if supplies
provided. Painting in all mediums welcome. No set topic or instructor.
Pre Register at chaffeeartcenter.org

Harlem Wizards Game

4 p.m. Saturday, West Rutland School, 73 Main St, West Rutland.
$2-$35. The World-Famous Harlem Wizards invite you and your family
for a night of tricks, hoops, and alley-oops! Doors open at 3 p.m. Ticket
prices range from $2 for students to $35 for Courtside Plus. Purchase
tickets in advance. For more information, visit harlemwizards.com.

Cribba\%le for Adults
3-5 p.m..Wednesdays. Hartland Public Library, 135 Route 5, Hartland.
Free. hartlandlibraryvt.org/calendar or 802-436-2473

Bone Builders

3:30-4:30 p.m..Wednesdays. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St.,
Rutland. Free. Improve balance and enhance energy and wellbeing.
chafeeartcenter.org

F|79ure Drawing with Live Model

5-7 p.m..Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland. chaffeeartcenter. .
org Essentrics Strength and Balance

9-10 a.m.Thursdays. Stone Valley Arts, 145 E. Main St., Poultney. $10.
No-weights, low impact workout combines principles from ballet, tai
chi, and physiotherapy to restore flexibility and balance. Bring a mat
and water.

SIRJANDESHOR
INFDOWNTIOWN
RUMI*A'ND,

Bone Builders
9 a.m.Thursdays. Gilbert Hart Library, 14 S. Main St., Wallingford.
802-446-2685

Advanced Line Dance
9:30-10:30 a.m.Thursdays. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland.
rutlandrec.com/godnick or 802-773-1853

Senior Bone Builders

10 a.m.Thursdays. Sherburne Memorial Library, 2998 River Road.,
Killington. Free. Weights are provided. sherburnelibrary.org or
802-422-4323

WED@ 5 PM

Survivors Support Group

10am-Noon. Thursdays. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer

St., Rutland. Free. Flyers available at the Godnick

Center or call 802-775-3232. rutlandrec.com/
godnick or 802-775-1853.

Ukulele Group
Noon-1 p.m..Thursdays. Chaffee Art Center,
16 So. Main St., Rutland. Free. Ages 12+.
Pre-register the Wednesday before 802-775-
0356 or chaffeeartcenter.square.site

Play Bridge!

2-4 p.m..Thursdays. Norman Williams
Public Library, 10 The Green, Woodstock.
Free. Beginners are welcome to observe.
normanwilliams.org or 802-457-2295

S.T.E.A.M.

3-4 p.m..Thursdays. Hartland Public Library,
153 Route 5, Hartland. Free. Join us for S.T.E.
A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art,
and Math) craft activities. Something different
every week. kids@hartlandlibrary.org/calendar or

802-436-2473

Yoga with Kelly
3:45-4:45 p.m..Thursdays. Rutland Free Library, 10 Court
St., Rutland. Free. 802-773-1860

UKULELE GROUR

THURSDAYS @ NOON

Board Game Night
5 p.m..Thursdays. Hartland Public Library, 153 Route 5, Hartland. Free.
hartlandlibrary.org/calendar or 803-436-2473

‘Jaws’

7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m..Woodstock Town Hall Theatre, 31 The Green,
Woodstock. Adults, $10. Seniors, $9. Kids and members, $8. Second
in our Throwback Thursday Series is the Original Blockbuster; Steven
Spielberg’s 1975 masterpiece "Jaws." When a small island town is
threatened by a man-eating shark at the peak of beach season, putting
the town folks’ livelihoods and lives at risk. pentangle-arts.square.site/

FRIDAY
b/17

Storytime at the Libra
10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Fridays. Sherburne Memorial Library, 2998 River
Road, Killington. Free. sherburnelibrary.org

Yoga & Meditation
10:30-11:30 a.m.Fridays. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland.
rutlandrec.com/godnick or 802-773-1853

Bone Builders
11am-Noon. Fridays. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland.
Free. 802-775-0356

Pride Fused Glass

5-7 p.m..The MINT, 112 Quality Lane, Rutland. Members $45, non-
members $65. In this introductory class we will be making rainbow or
other pride flag variations on glass. This class will teach you the basic
knowledge and skills needed to begin glass fusing. You will learn how
to work safely, use tools and you will create one to 3 pieces that can be
picked up that same week after they come out of the kiln. You will learn
about COE(coefficient of expansion)of glass, kiln firing, and how to
choose glass and prepare it for firing. By the end of this fun class you
will know: How to cut glass. What COE means and why it is relevant
to this work. How to achieve different glass effects with different firing
schedules. How to layer glass for certain effects. How to respect the
glass and related science to get the best fusing results. For safety we
ask that all participants wear shoes with closed toes. The glass shop is
in the back so please come to the second driveway and enter through
the left door. To register: rutlandmint.org/event-5695890/Registration

Scott Garren's Total Solar Eclipse Overview

7 p.m. — Shrewsbury Library, 98 Town Hill Road, Shrewsbury. Free.
Join Scott Garren for an overview of the recent total solar eclipse of
April 8, at the Shrewsbury Library. Participants are encouraged to share
their stories and impressions and to bring their photos to be displayed
on a projector. shrewsburyvt.org.
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SAT @ 2 PM

48 Hour Film Slam Kick-Off

5-6 p.m..JAM, 5 So. Main St., White River Junction. Free. Fight against
the clock to write, shoot, and edit a short film in under 48 hours.
Competition details here: https://uvjam.org/film-competitions/48-hour-
film-slam/ Register at: www.uvjam.org Screening May 19th, 7 p.m..

SATURDAY
5/18

Intro to Birding - Advanced Bird Walk

7:30-9:30 a.m.VINS Nature Center, 149 Natures Way, Quechee. $28
General Public. $23 VINS members. A birding adventure through the
varied habitats at the VINS Nature Center, culminating in the treetops
on the Forest Canopy Walk. of VINS staff. Field guides and binoculars
are recommended for this event.This workshop will be held outdoors,
rain or shine. Participants should dress appropriately. info@vinsweb.org

Divided Sky Fun(d) Run

9 a.m.-12 p.m..111Jackson Gore Road. Ludlow. Join us in beautiful
Ludlow, VT for the third annual Divided Sky Fun(d) Run! The 3rd Annual
Divided Sky Fun(d) Run will be held on Saturday, May 18th, in the
scenic Okemo Valley of Ludlow, VT. The run benefits the Divided Sky
Foundation and the Springfield and Rutland Turning Point Centers.
info@dividedskyfoundation.com

Sport Climbing Clinic

9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 223 Woodstock Ave, Rutland. Ever
wondered what quickdraws are? Learn sport lead climbing, anchor
setting, anchor cleaning, and rappelling in this two-day clinic. Limited
to six spots. Claim yours now by emailing haley@vermontclimbing.com
or calling for more information.

Alice in Wonderland Garden Paﬂk’n

9 a.m.-12 p.m. Saturday, Medway Road, 125 Medway Rd, Rutland.
Free. Enjoy a delightful morning of delicious treats and amazing
entertainment inspired by Alice in Wonderland. Spaces are limited,
so book early by emailing events@thechasecarehome.co.uk.
thechasecarehome.co.uk.

Vermont Outdoor Farmer’s Market

9 a.m.-2 p.m..Saturdays. Depot Park, downtown Rutland. Free. One
of the largest farmers markets in the state and the first to operate year-
round. vermontfarmersmarket.org

Lego Club
10-11 a.m.Saturdays. Gilbert Hart Library, 14 S. Main St., Wallingford.
802-446-2685

Rutland Railway Museum & Model Club
11a.m.-3 p.m..Saturdays. 79 Depot Lane, Center Rutland.
Free. Maintained by the Rutland Railway Assoc. Inc.,
the historic depot is now a museum that houses
an operating HO scale model railroad set up and
displays hundreds of rare or antique model
trains, photographs, signs, and memorabilia
saved from an earlier time, including the
former Rutland Railroad Caboose #45.
rutlandrailway.org

Art at the Chaffee: Drop N’

Paint

Noon-2 p.m..Saturdays. Chaffee Art
Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland.
$25 per person, instructor help
optional with a fee. All ages.
Supplies and images to paint are
provided. Must pre register by
Friday noon at: chaffeeartcenter.org
or 802-775-0356.

Copper Cuff Bracelets, 2nd

session
11 am.-1 p.m..The MINT, 112 Quality
Lane, Rutland. Members $60, non-
members $75. In this “make and take”
class, participants will explore fold forming
and texturing copper to create a copper cuff
bracelet. Participants will force the copper to
patina, choosing from a variety of techniques,
and finish their bracelet with a wax sealant.
We'll be using a mapp gas torch to anneal our
pieces. Participants should be comfortable with the
idea of holding and firing a torch. This is a two-session
class. Key learning points: Cutting copper base metal,
Annealing, Fold forming, Using texturing (and other) hammers,
and Exploring patina. SAFETY: Participants should bring gloves to
prevent cuts from sharp metal. Long hair should be tied back. Instructor:
Christine Harris. rutlandmint.org/event-5667836/Registration

Starlights Dance Academy: Reach for the Stars
1 p.m..Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St., Rutland. Adults $35 + taxes/
fees. Children 17 and under $25 + taxes/fees. paramountvt.org

Sean-nés (Old Style) Irish Dance with Kieran

Jordan

1-3 p.m. Saturday Artistree Community Arts Center, 2095 Pomfret
Rd, Pomfret $20. Kieran Jordan will lead a sean-nds Irish dance
class featuring close-to-the-floor footwork and a playful dialogue
with traditional Irish music. Suitable for all levels, the class includes
warm-up, instruction, demonstration, and cool-down, with time for
video-taping step sequences. artistreevt.org.

Music on the Mountain

2-8 p.m..111 Jackson Gore Rd. Ludlow. $20. Music on the Mountain, a
concert created to celebrate recovery, will be held directly after Divided
Sky Foundation’s Fun(d) Run on Saturday, May 18, 2024. Doors open
at 2 p.m. Will feature performances by Anders Osborne, Dogs in a Pile,
and Saints and Liars. Music on the Mountain has a suggested donation
of $20, and participants in the Fun(d) Run are automatically registered
(runners can show race bib for entry). Vendors will offer food and zero-
proof beverages. Music on the Mountain is family-friendly and guests
are encouraged to bring chairs, picnic blankets, etc, and enjoy the
sights and sounds of the concert. All proceeds from ticket sales and
other donations benefit Divided Sky Foundation. dividedskyfoundation.
com

Compost Workshop
2:30-3:30 p.m..Mission Farm VT, 316 Mission Farm Rd., Killington.
Free. missionfarmvt.org

Harlem Wizards Game

4 p.m. West Rutland School, 73 Main St, West Rutland. $2-$35. The
World-Famous Harlem Wizards invite you and your family for a night of
tricks, hoops, and alley-oops! Doors open at 3 p.m. Ticket prices range
from $2 for students to $35 for Courtside Plus. Purchase tickets in
advance. For more information, visit harlemwizards.com.

‘The Fall GW’

7:30-9:30 p.m..Woodstock Town Hall, 31 The Green, Woodstock.
Adults, $10. Seniors, $9. Kids and members, $8. A down-and-out
stuntman must find the missing star of his ex-girlfriend’s blockbuster
film in this Explosive Action Comedy. https://pentangle-arts.square.
site/movie-tickets

SUNDAY
5/19

Sport Climbing Clinic

9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 223 Woodstock Ave, Rutland. Ever
wondered what quickdraws are? Learn sport lead climbing, anchor
setting, anchor cleaning, and rappelling in this two-day clinic. Limited
to six spots. Claim yours now by emailing haley@vermontclimbing.com
or calling for more information.

Gathering at Mission Farm

9:30-10:30 a.m. Mission Farm, 316 Mission Farm Road, Killington.
Sunday gatherings built around connection and community. We
welcome your participation as a reader or greeter or bell ringer or
simply your presence with us. We gather outdoors when possible.
missionfarmvt.org

Race Around the Lake

10:30 a.m.5k Race starts at 11 a.m.Silver Lake State Park, 250 North
Road, Barnard. 10k Run: Adults, $45. Children 12 & under, $35. 5k
Run/Walk: Adults, $35. Children 12 & under, $25. Virtual: Adults, $25.
Children 12 & under, $15. After-Race activities include Chef’s Table
lunch, live music and awards ceremony along the lakefront. Can’t
attend but still want to participate? Sign up to race Virtually wherever
you are. Registration: https://runsignup.com/Race/\V'T/Barnard/
BarnArtsRaceAroundtheLake

Laurel Glen Open House

12-2 p.m. — Laurel Glen, 98 Town Hill Road, Shrewsbury. Free.
Explore Laurel Glen, the property of John P. Bowman, during an open
house event. Uniformed docents will share stories of Mr. Bowman's
remarkable life. For more information, email Freddie.monder@gmail.
com.

Rutland - Phoenix Fables Fantasy Book Club

featuring "Legends and Lattes"

2 p.m. 2 Center St, Rutland. Join our our booksellers in Rutland for
Phoenix Fables, a fantasy book club. May's selection is Legends &
Lattes by Travis Baldree. Grab your copy at the Rutland store or online,
and come prepared for a lively discussion (including spoilers)

Organ Recital by Vaughn Watson

3 p.m. Our Lady of Seven Dolors, VT Route 22a, Fair Haven. Free

will offering. In celebration of the 150th anniversary of Our Lady of
Seven Dolors parish, Vaughn Watson will present an organ recital
featuring works by J.S. Bach, Robert Schumann, Louis Vierne, Marcel
Dupré, and Eugene Gigout on the church's historic 1853 E. & G. G.
Hook organ. A reception will follow. For more information, call (802)
759-2453.

Bach’s St. John Passion by Upper Valley Baroque
3 p.m. The Chandler Center for the Arts, Randolph Ticket prices vary.
Upper Valley Baroque presents Bach's St. John Passion performed by
a professional choir and orchestra. Celebrate the 300th anniversary of
this masterpiece in Leipzig, Germany. For tickets and information, visit:
uppervalleybaroque.org.

Trumpet and Organ Recital

4 p.m..Grace Congregational Church, 8 Court St., Rutland. Free.
Trumpet recital featuring Andrew Loose, trumpet, and Alastair Stout,
organ and piano, May 19 at 4 p.m. in the Sanctuary. gracechurchvt.org
or 802-775-4301

48 Hour Film Slam Screening and Awards Ceremony
7-9 p.m..JAM, 5 So. Main St., White River Junction. Free. Gather to
watch locally made shorts and see how our brave fimmakers fared
against the clock. Register at uvjam.org

EVERY OTHER MONDAY @ 5:30 PM
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Courtesy Upper Valley Baroque
Filippo Ciabatti

Upper Valley Baroque
presents two performances

of Bach’s St. John Passion

Sunday, May 19, at 3 p.m. —RANDOLPH—Upper Valley
Baroque and its Artistic Director Filippo Ciabatti will pres-
entBach'’s "St. John Passion" on Saturday, May 18 (7 p.m.)
atthe Lebanon Opera House in Lebanon, New Hampshire
and Sunday, May 19, at 3 p.m. at The Chandler Center for
the Artsin Randolph.

This masterwork will be performed by the professional
Upper Valley Baroque Choir and Orchestra. The orchestra
will play on period instruments. These performances cele-
brate the 300 th anniversary of the premier of this master-
piecein Leipzig, Germanyin 1724.

Artistic Director Filippo Ciabatti brings hisimmense
energy and artistic creativity to Handel&#39;s wonder-
ful music. He continues to make his mark on the regional
music scene, serving as Music Director of the Opera Com-
pany of Middlebury, Director of the Dartmouth Symphony
Orchestra and the Handel Society of Dartmouth, and
Assistant Conductor of Boston Baroque. Heis a frequent
guest orchestral and opera conductor throughout the Unit-
ed States and Europe.

For tickets and info, visit: uppervalleybaroque.org.

DRUM JOURNEYS OF EARTH

Reserve your spot in one of
our classes!

West African  Afro-Latin
Heart & Ritual of the Medicine Drum

Other forms of ethnic percussion w/
private instruction available!

Classes held at Building #5, Howe Center, Rutland

Contact Gary @ 802-282-2581

from page 13
'Darkness & Light' Concert by Upper Valley

Voices
7 p.m. — United Church of Strafford, 232 Justin
Morrill Memorial Hwy, Strafford. $15 pre-order,
$20 at door. Join Upper Valley Voices for an
evening of music addressing the darkness of
our times and offering a call to manifest our
own healing light. For more information and
pre-orders, visit: thetfordchambersingers.
org/new-page-1.

‘The Fall Gw’

7:30-9:30 p.m..Woodstock Town
Hall, 31 The Green, Woodstock.
Adults, $10. Seniors, $9. Kids

and members, $8. A down-
and-out stuntman must find the
missing star of his ex-girlfriend’s
blockbuster film in this Explosive
Action Comedy. https://pentangle-
arts.square.site/movie-tickets

MONDAY
5/20

Senior Bone Builders
10 a.m. Mondays. Sherburne Memorial Library,
2998 River Road., Killington. Free. Weights are
provided. sherburnelibrary.org or 802-422-9765

Community Lunch
11:30am-12:30 p.m..Mondays. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St.,
Rutland. Over 60, $3.50. Under 60, $6. Donations welcome. In
partnership with the Southwestern Vermont Council on Aging
and Meals on Wheels, the Godnick Center hosts congregate
meals. Make new friends, connect with pals. Call 802-773-1853
and leave a message with your name and phone number the
Thursday before. rutlandrec.com/godnick for the menu.

Monday Movie

1 p.m..Sherburne Memorial Library, 2998 River Roadd., Killington. Free.
Contact the library for the title. sherburnelibrary.org/movie-monday or
802-422-9765

JAM Scriptwriters’ Group

5:30-7 p.m..Every other Monday. JAM, 5 So. Main St., White River
Junction. Free. Adults 17+. Gather bi-weekly with a dedicated group

to meet talented local writers, learn new script writing techniques, and
receive peer feedback on your work. Meetings are free of charge and
not mandatory, but we encourage consistent participation to get the
most out of this group! For more information and to register: uvjam.org/
scriptwritersgroup/

Contemporary Modern Dance for Adults

6-7:15 p.m..Stone Valley Arts, 145 E. Main St., Poultney. Adult, all
levels. 6 week session $78, $15 drop in. This class begins with a
warm up to focus on increasing flexibility, core strength and body
alignment with established modern dance techniques. We will
explore moving in space in a variety of ways and learn short dance
phrases. This class introduces diverse approaches to modern dance
and supports individual creativity. Instructor: Erika Schmidt, MFA.
vitalsparkperformancegroup.com.

‘The Fall Guy’

7:30-9:30 p.m. Woodstock Town Hall, 31 The Green, Woodstock.
Adults, $10. Seniors, $9. Kids and members, $8. A down-and-out
stuntman must find the missing star of his ex-girifriend’s blockbuster
film in this Explosive Action Comedy. pentangle-arts.square.site/
movie-tickets

Nature Observations Presentation by Tom Estill

7 p.m. Monday Godnick Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland Free. Tom Estill, a
retired science educator and expert on the American Chestnut tree, will
discuss his 10-year project of nature observations in Rutland's Pine Hill
Park. For more information, visit rutlandrec.com.

EATprNG

Calendar: email events@mountaintimes.info...........c.........

TUESDAY
5/21

Spring Bird Walks

7:30-10:30 a.m .Tuesdays. Free. Join Slate Valley Trails and the Rutland
County Audubon Society for weekly slow-paced (3 to 4 miles, 3 to 4 hours)
bird & wildflower hike in the Poultney area, Tuesdays at 7:30 a.m.All are
welcome. No worries if you can't identify many birds. There will be friendly
birders in the group who will happily share their knowledge with you. Bring
water and a snack (and insect repellent if you use it),binoculars, cameras,
field guides, if you have them. Contact Joel Tilley for more information:
jptilley50@gmail.com. Locations will change each week.

Bone Builders
9 am.Tuesdays. Gilbert Hart Library, 14 S. Main St., Wallingford.
802-446-2685

Line Dance for Beginners

9:30-10:30 a.m.Tuesdays. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland. Line
dance basics taught by Sharon McKee. No partner or experience needed.
Call 802-773-1853 for cost and to sign up. rutlandrec.com/godnick

Bridge Club
Noon-4:30 p.m..Tuesdays. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland. Free.
rutlandrec.com/godnick

Bridge Club

2-4 p.m..Tuesdays. Hartland Public Library, 150 US-5, Hartland. Free. All
levels welcome. Want to learn? Contact Toni at 802-436-2943 or email
tonidave@vermontel.net

Chess Club

4-6 p.m..Tuesdays. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland. Free.
Whether you have been playing for years or are new. If possible, bring
your own chess set; some sets will be available. Contact club organizer
Gregory Weller at gawchess802@gmail.com

Play Chess, Backgammon!

5-7 p.m..Tuesdays. Norman Public Library, 10 The Green, Woodstock.
Free. All skill levels are welcome and coaching is available. Bring your
own set or use one of ours. normanwilliams.org or 802-457-2295

Working with the Wheel, 3rd Session

6-8 p.m..The MINT, 112 Quality Lane, Rutland. Learn to use the
potters wheel in our new Pottery Lab while you make your own one-
of-a-kind drinking vessel. At the end of this class you will walk away
with either the perfect gift or your new favorite mug! rutiandmint.org/
event-5678544/JoinWaitlist
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MUSIC CALENDAR °15

[MUSIC Scene]:

By DJ Dave Hoffenberg
Have a music scene coming up? Email djdavehoff@gmail.com

WED
5/15

LUDLOW
6 p.m. Off the Rails - Learn to
Line Dance

POULTNEY
7 p.m. Poultney Pub - Open Mic
with Danny Lang

QUECHEE
6 p.m. Public House Pub - Kim
Wilcox

RUTLAND

8 p.m. Center Street Alley — Full
PA/Backline Open Mic hosted by
Josh LaFave

THURS
5/16

BRANDON

5:30 p.m. Red Clover Ale
Company - Open Mic hosted by
Emily Nelson

BRIDGEWATER

CORNERS
5 p.m. Long Trail Brewery — Nick
Bredice

LONDONDERRY

7 p.m. New American Grill - Open
Mic Night hosted by DJ Jazzy
Joel & Catnip John

LUDLOW
6:30 p.m. The Killarney - Irish
Sessions with Gypsy Reel

POULTNEY

6 p.m. Poultney Pub - Vinyl Night
with Ken

QUECHEE

6:30 p.m. Public House Pub
— Trivia with Questionable
Company

RUTLAND

8 p.m. Angler Pub - A Sound
Space Open Mic with Host Josh
Cote

8 p.m. Center Street Alley
- Karaoke 101 hosted by
Tenacious T

FRI
5/17

BOMOSEEN

6 p.m. Bomoseen Lodge and
Taproom - Aaron Audet

CASTLETON

6 p.m. Blue Cat Bistro — Nancy
Johnson

KILLINGTON
9 p.m. Jax Food and Games -
Red Daisy Revival

POULTNEY

6 p.m. Poultney Pub — George
Nostrand

QUECHEE
5:30 p.m. Public House Pub -
Bobby Sheehan

SAT
5/18

RUTLAND

10:30 a.m. Rutland Town School
- RTS Color Run Fundraiser with
music by DJ Dave

BRANDON
7:30 p.m. Town Hall - The
Gallison Hill Band

BRIDGEWATER

8 p.m. Woolen Mill Comedy Club
— Comedy Night with headliner
Mike Toohy

KILLINGTON

9 p.m. Jax Food and Games -
Red Daisy Revival

LUDLOW

2 p.m. Jackson Gore Courtyard
- Music on the Mountain Concert
for Charity with Anders Osborne,
Dogs in a Pile, and Saints and
Liars

POULTNEY
6 p.m. Poultney Pub — Aaron

Audet

QUECHEE
5:30 p.m. Public House Pub -
John Lackard

RANDOLPH

7 p.m. Underground Listening
Room — wolves & wolves &
wolves & wolves, Miracle Blood
w/ Lungbuster and SUS

STOCKBRIDGE
7:30 p.m. Wild Fern - Rick
Redington & Tuff Luv

WOODSTOCK

6:30 p.m. Ottauquechee Yacht
Club - Jason Cann with Jeff

SUN
5/19

BRIDGEWATER

CORNERS
3 p.m. Long Trail Brewery — Al's
Pals

KILLINGTON

9 p.m. Jax Food & Games -
Jenny Porter

RUTLAND

4 p.m. Grace Church - Andrew
Loose (Trumpet) and Alastair
Stout (Organ)

STOCKBRIDGE
7:30 p.m. Wild Fern - Rick
Redington’s Looping Mayhem

MON
5/20

KILLINGTON
5:30 p.m. Mary Lou’s - BAK’'n

8:30 p.m. The Killarney — Open
Mic Night with Indigenous
Entertainment

WOODSTOCK
6:30 p.m. Ottauquechee Yacht
Club — Jam Session with Ben

TUES
/21

KILLINGTON

8 p.m. Jax Food & Games - Taco
Tuesday with Rick Webb

LONDONDERRY

6:30 p.m. New American Girill -
Trivia hosted by Zach Yakaitis

LUDLOW

6 p.m. The Killarney - Trivia with
Rick Davis

POULTNEY
7 p.m. Poultney Pub - Bluegrass
Jam

QUECHEE
5 p.m. The Public House - Jim
Yeager

RUTLAND
5 p.m. Moose Lodge — Nick

Bredice and Liz Reedy

6:30 p.m. Vermont Tap House -
Trivia Night

@ MAPLE

SUZAQl

(g./(ﬁ. VERMO

LSpice

Come to our sugarhouse for
the best breakfast around!
After breakfast, check out

our gift shop for all Your
souvenir, gift, and maple
syrup needs. we look
forward to your visit!

Serving Breakfast § Lunch
Fa.m. - 2p.m. daily

Sugar & Spice Restaurant & Gift Shop
Rt. 4 Mendon, VT
802-773-7832 | www.vtsugarandspice.com

STEAKHOUSE

to the classic Amertican
5&@&0{%0@5’@

Join us for an inviting, upbeat atmosphere,

featuring thoughtfully crafted food made
with the highest quality steaks & chops,
fresh seafood, and seasonal produce.

O southsidesteakhouse.com

e (802) 772-7556

0 170 S Main Street, Rutland, VT
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Sip & Shop held in Downtown Rutland

Thursday, May 16 from 5-8 p.m.—RUTLAND—The popular Sip & Shop event returns to
downtown Rutland, Thursday. Sip & Shop is an evening that event pairs Vermont beverage
and food producers with downtown Rutland businesses, offering you a unique opportunity
to explore and indulge.

More than 20 stops await, where attendees will have the chance to shop, enjoy exclusive
sales and raffles, taste something new, and catch up with friends. Check-in begins at 4:30
p.m. Pickup amap and bag, then embark on your adventure to all the participating locations
atyour own pace.

All-inclusive tickets are $25. With the ticket, you can sample spirits, beer, cider, mead,
and wine from vendors hosted at downtown Rutland businesses. Ticket holders aged 21 and
over will receive a wristband at check-in, along with a shopping bag containing a map of all

Businesses and Vendor Pairings

DownValley Bikes and Apparel + von Trapp Brewery

Mountain Music + Rutland Beer Works

Diamonds and More + Killington Distillery

Divine + Appalachian Gap Distillery

Speakeasy Cafe + Lawson’s Finest Liquids

GreenSpell Plant Shop + Golden Rule Mead

Artists, Crafts, Activities and More

Loose Loona Tea House + Miralasku Jewelry

Fruition Fineries: Catamount Radio live with Terry Jaye

Wild Kind Toys: photo booth

REWIND: gift certificate raffle

The MINT - Rutland’s Makerspace Pop-Up Shop

McNeil & Reedy

Pyramid Holistic Wellness Center

True Yoga Vermont

Non-alcoholic

Kaleidoscope Art Supply + Sarilla (non-alcoholic sparkling tea)

Rutland County Pride Center: mocktail drinks

Mountain Girl Cannabis + Upstate Elevator Company (CBD beverage)

Food

Prouty’s Parlor for Ice Cream: ice cream samples

Phoenix Books Rutland + inspired cookies

Hop'n Moose + Vermont Pepper Project

Hand Carved by Ernie + Fairy Tale Farm (sheep’s milk gelato)

Taso on Center: food samples

FAQ's

Pvepurchased a ticket! Now what?

Attendees will check in after 4:40 p.m. on Thursday, May 16 at their
choice of two locations, the Downtown Rutland Partnership's (28 Center
St.) or at Merchants Hall (40-42 Merchants Row).

For those who purchased a ticket that includes alcohol sampling, you
must present a valid ID at check-in. Youmust be 21 or older to sample
alcoholic beverages. Drinking responsibly is highly encouraged, and we
strongly suggest pre-arranging safe transportation.

Idon’tdrink alcohol. CanIstill attend?

Of course! If you don't drink alcohol or are a designated driver, you can
still enjoy the Sip & Shop with a $15 non-drinking ticket option. This ticket
allows you to sample food and taste non-alcoholic drink vendors, receive
an entry into the raffles, and be eligible for door prizes!

WillIbe able to buy a ticket on the night of the event?

Certainly! While it is possible to purchase a ticket at the Downtown
Rutland Partnership office at the event, we highly recommend securing
your ticket online in advance. This way, you'll have extra time to enjoy the
event and minimize the time spent waiting in line!

participating businesses.

Additionally, each ticket includes one entry into a raffle for items from vendors and busi-
nesses. Ticket holders are also eligible for additional door prizes and raffle prizes throughout
the event!

Attendees mustbe 21 or older to sample alcoholic beverages and must present a valid ID
atcheck-in. A wristband is required for alcohol sampling.

Non-drinking tickets are also available for $15. If you prefer not to drink alcohol or are
serving as a designated driver, this ticket option allows you to enjoy the Sip & Shop experi-
ence. With this ticket, you can sample food and taste non-alcoholic drink vendors, receive
one entry into the raffle, and be eligible for door prizes.

For more information, visit: downtownrutland.com.

courtesy downtownrutland.com
Rutland locals enjoy a recent Sip & Shop, sipping beverages while shopping, adding a delightful touch to their
downtown experience. The Sip & Shop event returns to Downtown Rutland Thursday, May 16 from 5-8 p.m.

MINT Makerspace unveils new offering downtown at Sip & Shop

Thursday, May 16 — RUTLAND — On Thursday
evening, May 16, The MINT Makerspace will reopen its
downtown location with a fresh new feature: reMake Cre-
ative Reuse Shop. Essentially a thrift store for art supplies,
reMake will operate in the same storefront that offers
handmade wares for sale and hosts STEAM workshops for
local youth.

artists.

Second-hand art stores (also called “creative reuse
centers”) make sure that art supplies, tools, and other
upcycle-able creative materials don’t get thrown into the
trash — and, instead, get into the hands of makers and

Community members and businesses can donate gen-
tly used creative materials to be sold at a fraction of retail

price — making creativity more affordable and accessible
in Rutland.

After reMake’s opening at Rutland downtown Sip +
Shop, the store will be open for business and accepting
donations on Wednesdays from 2-6 p.m. and Saturdays
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

For more information visit: RutlandMint.org.
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Courtesy Upper Valley Voices
Upper Valley Voices, established in 1978, will perform a live concert in Strafford, Sunday May 19 at 7 p.m. addressing
darkness and encouraging healing light, with Matthew Wiencke as accompanist.

‘Darkness & Light,” a live concert performance by

Race Around the Lake
Is this Sunday

Sunday, May 19 at 10:30
a.m.—BARNARD—Races
begin and end at Silver
Lake State Park, 20 State
Park Beach Road, Barnard,
with courses encircling
Silver Lake on town roads,
dirtroads and single-track
wooded trails with inter-
mittent views of the lake.
The challenging 10K route
pops out of the woods on
Royalton Turnpike and
loops back to the state park
via Tower Road.

After-race activities
at Silver Lake State Park
include a Chef's Table
lunch (free to all racers)
with items provided by
Twin Farms, Barnard Inn,
Heartwood Farm, Plym-

outh Cheese, Red Hen
Bakery, Strafford Creamery
& others. An award cere-
mony and live music with
Mountain Dog will take
place along the lakefront.

Can'tattend but still
want to participate? Sign
up to race virtually wher-
ever.

Registration Fees

10K Adults: $50, 12 & un-
der: $30; 5K Adults: $40, 12
& under: $30; Virtual 10K &
5K: $30

10K Race begins at 10:30
a.m.; 5KRace begins at
1la.m.

For more information
and to sign up, visit: bar-
narts.org/mainstage/race-
around-the-lake

Andrew Loose plays Grace Church

Upper Valley Voices, formerly Thetford Chamber
Singers, held in Strafford this Sunday

Sunday, May 19, at 7 p.m.—STRAFFORD—The Upper
Valley Voices (formerly the Thetford Chamber Singers)
isholding a May concert at United Church of Strafford,
232 Justin Morrill Memorial Hwy, Strafford. It will be an
evening of music that addresses the darkness of our times
and offers a call to manifest our own healinglight.

History

The Upper Valley Voices was formerly called the Thet-
ford Chamber Singers (TCS). This group was organized in
the fall of 1978 by founding director Valerie Miller. The first
meeting brought more than 20 singers, far too many for
the space available in her home. The Thetford Elementary
School was approached and agreed to allow the group
to use space at the school for rehearsal. Their first musi-
cal performance was a combined effort with the Parish
Players at the Thetford Grange in which the chorus sang
chants and madrigals. That same fall, the First Congrega-
tional Church of Thetford gave permission for the group
to use the church asits official performance “home”.
InJanuary 1979, the group was formally organized as a
non-profit organization named The Thetford Chamber
Singers and Children’s Chorus. With the help of Elizabeth
Ballard, connections were made at the Dartmouth Music
Department, which very generously allowed the group ac-

Attend the Laurel Glen open house

Sunday, May 19, 12-2 p.m.—CUTTINGSVILLE—Laurel Glen, the property
ofJohn P. Bowman, a wealthy businessman who made his fortune during the
Civil War, invites the public to an open house. Located across from the cemetery
on Route 103 where Bowman interred his beloved wife and two daughters, will
be open for exploration. Uniformed docents will share stories of Mr. Bowman's

cess to their choral library for research and borrowing. The
children’s chorus eventually became a part of the regular
school program at Thetford Elementary School. Bylaws for
The Thetford Chamber Singers were adopted in 1989 and
the group received 501(c)(3) status from the IRS in 1999.

After the 2010-2011 season, Valerie Miller decided to
retire from her position as director. At the same time, accom-
panist Maureen Burford stepped down and was replaced by
Annemieke Spoelstra. In 2011-2012 two members of TCS,
Anna Alden and Kevin Quigley, stepped in to co-direct a very
impressive year, and Lindsey Warren joined the group to
direct with style and energy for the 2012-2013 season. Kevin
Quigley returned to the director's podium for the 2013-2014
season, and hasled the group to wide acclaim since then.

In 2020, the rehearsal location was changed to the Unitar-
ian Universalist Congregation of the Upper Valley (UUCUV)
in Norwich, Vermont, while performing in variouslocations
(and streaming during the Covid years). Matthew Wiencke
was hired as accompanistin 2013. A much-beloved addi-
tion, he stepped down in Spring 2022.

enry Danaher served as accompanist from Spring
2022-Spring 2024. The current accompanist, Steven Ionov
joined in Spring 2024.

For more information, visit: thetfordchambersingers.org.

Sunday, May 19 at4 p.m.—RUTLAND—There willbe a
trumpetrecital featuring Andrew Loose, trumpet, and Alastair
Stout, organ and piano at Grace Church, 8 Court St., in Rutland
onSundayat4 p.m.

Originally from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Andrew Loose is
an accomplished jazz and classical trumpet recitalist, building
aperformance career in Harrisburg, Pittsburgh and Miami. He
has performed alongside renowned musicians, Sean Jones,
Tim Warfield, Dennis Mackrell, John Secada, Christine Jensen,
and Brian Lynch and has accompanied Gloria Estefan, Kristin
Chenoweth, Steve Miller, Matthew Morrison and John Wil-
liams. Loose has also performed as a soloistand bandleader at
avariety oflocations and for several different events, including
the prestigious opening gala of the Frost Science Museum.

What truly sets Loose apart is his compositional abilities.

He has been commissioned by some of the most prestigious
ensembles at the Frost School of Music, such as the Stamps
brass and woodwind quintets and the Frost Studio Jazz Band.
Loose also performs many ofhis own compositions as well as
winning a student downbeat award
inthe category of graduate blues/
pop/rock for hiswork in the Funk
Fusion Ensemble, forwhich he
wrote the music.

Loose'srecital at Grace
Church will feature a di-
verse selection of music,
from Eduardo Batiste to
Alexander Arutunian
and willinclude
Loose'sown tran-
scriptions of
works by Bach
and Dvorak.
Loose
willopen
the concertwith the fantastic Concerto in F minor by Oskar
Bohme. Grace Church Director of Music Ministries Alastair

remarkable life. Park available in the lot near the Post Office.
For more information, email Freddie.monder@gmail.com.

Stout will accompany on the church’s magnificent Steinway
grand piano and Aeolian-Skinner organ.
For moreinformation, visit: gracechurchut.org.
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NO NEWS [S 00D NEWS?

WE DON'T THINK SO.

WHAT'S THE WORD ON
THE STREET?

Tell us about it:
editor@mountaintimes.info

at Rutland Co-op

77 Wales Street
Rutland, Vermont

Q CENTER ST.

‘WASHINGTON ST.

1S SITVM

SAVE THE DATE!

Vational Cancer ﬁw:}wors Qn?:@

Foley Cancer Center is pleased to be
celebrating the 2024 National Cancer Survivors
Day with our first in-person event since 2019!

Foley Cancer Center

| Medical Center

A Department of Rutland Regi

Rockin’ the Region with Anders Osborne

There’s some great music this Saturday at Okemo,
which I'highly recommend. Music on the Mountain, a
donation-based concert celebrating recovery, presented
by The Phoenix, will be from 2 - 7 p.m. in the Jackson Gore
Courtyard with performances by Anders Osborne, Dogs in
aPile, and Saints and Liars. I had the pleasure of speaking
with Anders, whom I have not seen perform since 1999in
New Orleans at the Dream Palace, an amazing music venue
no longer there. Anders said, “It’'s been a minute.” That was
duringJazz Fest, which Anders just finished up with 2 weeks
of gigs.

Anders hails from Sweden but
has called New Orleans home since
1985-86.1asked what brought him
to New Orleans and he said, “The
same thing that probably drewyou
to New Orleans. You get there and
it’s good food, the people are nice,
theylive in the moment. It’s an

Rockin' the ) ) X
Region easy town to just drift offand live. I
Bv D was young, I was a teenager. There

Ho¥fe n%veer g wasn'tanywhere else you needed

to go after getting here”

Anders took up music when he
was young, in Sweden. His first instrument was the pump
organ buthe said he wasn’t very talented at it. He tried the
flute but it wasn’t his thing. He always wanted to play the
saxophone but guitar and drums are his thing. He connected
with the singer/songwriter part. He was 9 or 10 when he first
started guitar.

He wrote poetry and some melodies when he was that
agetoo. He said, “I got better at it, wrote more songs, better
songs and thenIjoined aband, as adrummer.Iplayed on
the streets, I was busking. I got some gigs but worked odd
jobs for manyyears.” Anders was 23 when he decided to not
have any more day gigs and see ifhe could make it as a mu-
sician. “I'was working on a horse farm in Folsom, Louisiana
and as a dishwasher in the French Quarter. Those were not
the jobs I'was aspiring for’, Anders said, laughing.

Itworked because Anders is still making music, and has
been playing music for 40 years. There wasn't one gig that got
him discovered, it was his hard work that did it. Anders said,
“It’'s thousands of gigs and each thing adds up and one thing
leads to another. Iwasn’tlooking to make it, or break t. It
didn’tworklike that, I just played music. You don’thave any
specific aspirations, you just play. You try to make a record,
to get a gig, try and make a living, try to get better, hone your
craft. You work on songwriting, on guitar playing, you work
onlearning other instruments. It just grows. People start
showing up and asking questions like “You want a record
deal?” Well, what do you got? Or, “I have a festival in NJ, come
play there” How much do you pay? It justleads to things and
before you know it, it's what's called a career. You're making
aliving and you're touring. You're popular and then 6 years
later, you're not popular. You figure out how to survive
during that time and then you're popular again. It's definite-
ly nota moment that made anything specific happen. That’s
like an American Idol thing, that’s not what we do. We just
play music”

For Anders, music covers so many parts of life. He said,
“When people need to relax, or connect, they’re heart broke
or somebody’s passed away or they’re getting married, that’s
when they need music. There has to be somebody that plays
atall these different situations of life. That’s what we do.”

"The Four Seasons by Vivaldi" is one of the first records
Anders heard and is an early musical influence of his.

John Coltrane is another. Helistened to alot of jazz
and classical and then started listening to Bob Marley
inthelate 70’s and Black Sabbath for alittle bit. Once
the singer/songwriter entered the picture, people like

Van Morrison, James Taylor, Joni Mitchell and CSNY were
folk musicians he could identify with. Anders said, “They’re
speaking a simple language that’s similar. Those types of
artists made it more accessible for me to take my stuffand
not thinkIhad to write these extended compositions, and
pieceslike classical stuff”

Back then itwasn't classic rock, it was just rock. Anders
said, “Everything I listened to was interesting. It was all fresh
back then. You wouldn't listen to someone in ‘74 and say
they sounded like...Today that’s all you hear, 'You sound like
this'...I'mlike, OK”” They had an advantage the first 20-30
years of rock ‘n’ roll because there was no comparison. Now
you can’t do anything but copy, I copy. That’s all there is, it's
already been done. You can be slightly different butit’s pretty
well documented what can be done.”

Anders has 17 albums to his name and four or five live
albums, which is impressive but what blew me away is the
factthathe has a couple hundred albums he’s been a part of,
or produced. His latest album is “Picasso’s Villa; which has
received rave reviews. He'll be playing some of that at Oke-
mo accompanied by Chad Cromwell (drums) and Jimmy
Earl (bass). Anders spoke about them and said, “Chad isa
monster drummer and a friend of mine for the past 30 years.
He toured for 15 years with Neil (Young). He was part of the
writing for 'Rockin’ in the Free World'. He’s toured with Joe
Walsh, Mark Knopfler, Bonnie (Raitt). He’s been my drum-
mer for 7-8 years and makes me sound better, I like him.
Jimmy was in the Jimmy Kimmel House Band for 20 years.
The three of us like to play and pretend we're still 16.”

Anders, who has been sober for 15 years and loves it, has
his own Recovery Foundation “Send me a Friend” which
he started 8 or 9 years ago. Anders said, “We’'re now under
the umbrella of The Phoenix, which is a huge foundation
that does great work. They help us out. It's an effort to raise
awareness around that topic. My foundation sends people
out to people in the music industry who have recently got
sober. We have a huge data bank of names, of volunteers,
friends as we call them, they come out and keep you compa-
ny so you can go back to work and feel more stable, sane and
notbe too tempted in that environment.”

Anders'’ favorite part of his musical journey is the writing
and recording but as far as playing live he said, “Ilove seeing
the excitement and making the connection with the audi-
ence where we all feel like we’re merging into this universal
consciousness. We're becoming lighter, happier. We cry
together, we dance together,
we laugh together. We come
together and we don’t wor-
ry about our differences
fora couple of hours.”

Some usefull sites are:
musiconthemtn.com,
thephoenix.org and
andersosborne.com.

You can getmore
information on Send
Me aFriend through
The Phoenix

or Anders

website.

Submitted

Anders Osborne
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Divided Sky fun run is Library event held to
Saturday in Ludlow discuss the total eclipse

Saturday, May 18, 9 a.m.—LUDLOW—The third annual Divided Sky Fun(d) Run
is amorning filled with fitness and community spirit. This event aims to support the S
Divided Sky Foundation and the Springfield and Rutland Turning Point Centers. Lace Friday, May M
up your running shoes and meet atJackson Gore, 111 Jackson Gore Road, Ludlow. 17at7p.m. — ] .
For more information and to register for the event, visit: raceroster.com/ SHREWSBURY—
events/2024/84514/divided-sky-fund-run-2024. Scott Garren
Schedule: SKY F U N will present an
Friday, May 17 0 ( overview of the
e 3-7p.m.-Early shirt/Packet
Pick-up and vendor set up
Saturday, May 18
e  7:a.m.- Shirt/Packet pick-up
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recent total solar
eclipse of April

8, at the Shrews-
bury Library, 98

and vendor set up Town Hill Road,
e 8:40a.m.-Yoga/Prerunan- Shrewsbury. This
nouncements is afollow-up to

¢ 9am.-Run!

¢ 9:30a.m.-Vendor village and
post-race events

e 10:15a.m.-post-run awards &

his program last

December.
Participants

are encouraged to

celebrations share their stories
e  2p.m.-Music onthe Mountain and impressions
Festival and to bring their

photostobe
displayed ona
projector.

For more
information, visit:
shrewsburyvt.org.

DOWNTOWN RUTLAND

SipgShop

THURSDAY, MAY 16 | 5-8 PM
A celebration of downtown businesses & Vermont food & beverage producers.

DOWNTOWNRUTLAND.COM | @O

FARMERS
@mont Farmers MARKET

Food Center produce, dairy, bakery, meat, maple, and specialty items

Fresh, nutritious, local, and convenient

Shop from local farms online for curbside pick up at 251 West St.
in Rutland or at the Killington Welcome Center

4 FA i

een Mountain N ational
YOUR NEXT GOLF
ADVENTURE IS HERE

#1 IN VERMONT GOLF

Barrows-Towne Road, Killington
For the best rates book online at:
www.gmngc.com, call 802 422-4653

GRACIE’s GRILL IS Now OPEN
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killington . EEuEemEs

market

S, PRODUCE & SEAFOOD

eerandwine
DELICATESSEN

Baked Goods & Breads

Check I'B for Holiday
Weekend Hours

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Daily Specials posted on Facebook &
- Call Deli 802-422-7594

Special requests are always welcome!

KILLINGTON VERMONT'S
BEST FOOD + DRINK

HOMEMADE SPECIALS  STEAK BURGERS
BURRITOS

BBQ RIBS

BEST WINGS
SANDWICHES

EV SUPERCHARGERS
RENOVATED GAME ROOM

POUDLY SERVING LOCAL BEERS FROM
/ NAFIRUTLAND
BEERWORKS

Foo

Killington offers a diverse culinary
diverse culinary scene with local
pubs serving wings, burgers, sushi,
seafood, and stealkhouses, catering
to all palates and preferences.

N Rdland CO-OP
C O — o P The Rutland Area Food Co-op is a community-owned

grocery and wellness market situated in downtown Rut-
land. As a food cooperative, we are owned by a membership base of around 2,000
members. We aim to provide affordable access to high-quality, local, organic and
sustainable foods and goods. At the same time, as a mission-driven, community-ori-
ented business, we proudly strengthen our region by carrying products of more than
180 local businesses. 77 Wale St. Rutland. rutlandcoop.com 802-773-0737

Sugar and Spice

Stop on by to Sugar and Spice for a home style
breakfast or lunch served up right. Try six different
kinds of pancakes and/or waffles or order up some
eggs and home fries. For lunch they offer a Filmore
salad, grilled roast beef, burgers and sandwiches.
Take away available.

www.vtsugarandspice.com 802-773-7832.

QivRe,

&2~ VERMONT
&spice

Mownlain. 70 1o

Whether staying overnight or visiting for the day,
Mountain Top’s Dining Room & Tavern serve
delicious cuisine amidst one of Vermont's best
views. A mix of locally inspired and International
cuisine — including salads, seafood, poultry and
a new steakhouse menu - your taste buds are sure to be satisfied. Choose from 12
Vermont craft brews on tap. Warm up by the terrace fire pit after dinner! A short drive
from Killington. mountaintopinn.com, 802-483-2311.

KILLINGTON
FOOD §

f

We are stocked with nonperishable food, paper goods

& cleaning supplies. Any person in need, please call to

arrange a pickup. Donations accepted. Please call Nan
Salamon, 422-9244 or Ron Willis, 422-3843.

Sherburne UCC “Little White Church,” Killington, VT

/ndlulge yowr laste buds

Liguid Art
LIQUID ART Relax in the warm atmosphere at Liquid Art.
COFFEEHOUSE .
& caLLery  Look for artfully served lattes from their La

Marzocco espresso machine, or if you want

something stronger, try their signature cocktails.
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner, they focus on healthy fare and provide you with
a delicious meal different than anything else on the mountain. liquidartvt.com, (802)
422-2787.

Back Country Cage

A@K The Back Country Café is a hot spot

@@[UJ]N[TRY for delicious breakfast foods. Choose
from farm fresh eggs, multiple kinds

of pancakes and waffles, omelets or
daily specials to make your breakfast one of a kind. Just the right heat Bloody
Marys, Mimosas, Bellini, VT Craft Brews, Coffee and hot chocolate drinks.
Maple Syrup and VT products for sale. Check Facebook for daily specials.
802-422-4411.

Killington Markel

kﬂlmgton Take breakfast, lunch or dinner on the go at

market Kilington Market, Killington's  on-mountain

grocery store for the last 30 years. Choose from

breakfast sandwiches, hand carved dinners,

pizza, daily fresh hot panini, roast chicken, salad and specialty sandwiches. Vermont

products, maple syrup, fresh meat and produce along with wine and beer are also
for sale. killingtonmarket.com 802-422-7736 or 802-422-7594.

SUSHI
YOSHI

A CHINESE GOURMET

‘&  HIBACH
STEAKHOUSE

nAccessIRAFHT5 7
Open for Indoor;Dining, Take-Out and Delivery
vermontsushi.com +:802.422.4241



The Mountain Times - May15-21, 202

ARTS, DINING, ENTERTAINMENT - 21

MaryLou's

"Mary Lou’s is your perfect place to warm up
and enjoy wood fired pizza, drinks and live
music. Sit by the fireplace by the lower bar!
Please check our updates by hitting the Up-
date tab. See you here!"  (802) 422-9885.

thnatLong Tradl

Looking for something a little different? Hit up
McGrath’s Irish Pub for a perfectly poured pint of
Guinness, live music on the weekends and delicious
food. Casual dining at Rosemary's Restaurant. Visit
innatlongtrail.com, 802-775-7181.

marylouskillington.com

Sushi Yoshi

Sushi Yoshi s Killington's true culinary adventure.
With  Hibachi, Sushi, Chinese and Japanese, we
have something for every age and palate. Private
Tatame rooms and large party seating available.
We boast a full bar with 20 craft beers on draft.
We are chef-owned and operated. Serving lunch
and dinner. Delivery or take away option available. Now open year round.
www.vermontsushi.com 802-422-4241.

SouthSide SteakHouse

Southside provides a modem approach
to a classic American steakhouse. Join
us for an inviting, upbeat atmosphere
featuring thoughtfully crafted food made with the highest quality steaks & chops,
fresh seafood, and seasonal produce. We offer dinner and drink service in our dining
room, bar & lounge, and on our seasonal patio, weather permitting. (802) 772-7556
southsidesteakhouse.com

SUsHI
YOSHI

CHINESE GOURMET
HIBACH
STEAKHOUSE

Chouthside

RESTAURANT WEEK BEGINS APRIL 24!

Lookout Tavern,

A place for fun, friends and good times here in Killington!
Everything from soup to nuts for lunch and dinner; juicy
burgers, fresh salads, delicious sandwiches and K-Town’s
best wings. Your first stop after a full day on the Mountain
for a cold beer or specialty drink and a great meal!
lookoutvt.com, 802-422-5665.

CHOICLES g zeturar

RESTAURANT & ROTISSERIE ¢

Choices Restaurant and Rotisserie was named 2012 “Ski” magazines” favorite restau-
rant. Choices may be the name of the restaurant but it is also what you get. Soup of
the day, shrimp cocktail, steak, hamburgers, a variety of salads and pastas, scallops,
monkfish, lamb and more await you. An extensive wine list and in house made desserts
are also available. choicesrestaurantkillington.com (802) 422-4030.

Moguls

Voted the best ribs and burger in Killington, Mo-
guls is a great place for the whole family. Soups,
onion rings, mozzarella sticks, chicken fingers,
buckets of chicken wings, salads, subs and pas-
ta are just some of the food that's on the menu.
Free shuttle and take away and delivery options are available. mogulssportspub.com
802-422-4777.

gof news?

We want to know!
Email us at
editor@mountaintimes.info
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Open Fri, Sat & Mon at 4 p.m.

\‘&\\\NN MINI g5, " Join Us For:
€. Mini Golf
7 " Batting Cages
“1 K Great Food
= Soft Serve

26 Flavors of Hershey’s Ice Cream

&
SWAckBI®
Mon-Thurs. 3:30-8:30 p.m., Fri. 3:30-9 p.m.,
Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. and Sun. 10 a.m.-8:30 p.m.

MOUNTAIN TOP
RESORT

One of Vermont’s Best Views with
Lunch & Dinner Served 7 Days a Week!
Hours & Menus Vary Seasonally

Reservations Recommended
(Required on Holidays & Weekends)

195 Mountain Top Road, Chittenden, Vermont
802.483.2311 | mountaintopresort.com
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Monty is the prefect mix of playful and lazy!! If you want a big dog
that loves lounging around even more than a walk this is the guy
for you! Monty is a year old, and loves other dogs. He is great with
children, but no cats please. For more information come in Wed-Sat
from Noon to 4 or call 802-885-3997. If you have a cat that needs
to be spayed or neutered call us to sign up for one of our low cost
clinics.

This petis available for adoption at
Springfield Humane Society
401 Skitchewaug Trail, Springfield, VT- (802) 885-3997
*Open by appointment only. spfldhumane.org

MITTEN

"Hi! My name is Mitten and I'm an 11-year-old spayed female. I
came to Lucy Mackenzie recently with my best friend, Tawnee. I'm
avery good girl and she s, too! I'm a petite senior who simply loves
attention and and I'm very easy-going. We're looking for a loving
home in which to spend our senior years. If you have room in your
home and heart for a sweet senior peanut like me (and, hopefully,
Tawnee, too!), stop by and meet me today! Lucy Mackenzie
Humane Society is located at 4832 Route 44, West Windsor, VT.
Like us on Facebook, and follow us on Twitter, Instagram and
TikTok. I hope to see you soon!”

Lucy Mackenzie Humane Society
4832 VT-44, Windsor, VT - (802) 484-5829
*(By appointment only at this time.)
Tues. - Sat. 12-4 p.m. & Thurs. 12-7 p.m. - lucymac.org

Marley—Marley has
gentle purrs togo with his
playful antics

Benji—2-year-old. Neu-
tered male. Catahoula mix.

Rain—2-year-old.
Spayed female. Retriever

Ash—2-3-year-old.
Spayed female. Domestic
shorthair.

Spayed female. Hound mix.

Hattie—1-year-old.
tic shorthair.

Luna—10-12-month-
old. Spayed female. Domes-

Dotty—1-year-old. Spayed female. Husky/Shep-
herd mix.

All of these pets are available for adoption at
Rutland County Humane Society
765 Stevens Road, Pittsford, VT - (802) 483-6700
Tues.-Sat. 11a.m.-4 p.m.

Closed Sun. & Mon. - www.rchsvt.org

Crash—2-month-old.

Rue—>5-year-old.
Neutered male. Domestic

shorthair.

Neutered male. Pit bull mix.

.

» Reese—2-year-old.
Spayed female. Hound mix.

Oxbow—2-month-old.
Neutered male. Pit bull mix.

Bernie—2-month-old.
Neutered male. Pit bull mix.

Email us at

T TIEWS?

we want to know!

editor@mountaintimes.info
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Aries
March 21 - April 20

E\‘;eryone has their own idea about
ealth creation. Some people are
scrimpers, some people are savers.
While others make risky investments,
some prefer a safe bet. At the end of the
day, it matters not so much how you get
to a place of comfort, but the fact you
get there. The tricky part is the decision
making process. Whatever you choose
to do, make sure you do what it is you
want, and what you want only.

M Taurus

0 you want to be liked or do you

want to be happy? The price of
conformity is that everyone likes you
except yourself! This week, you have
a rare opportunity to stand alone, to
stand in truth and do what is right for
you or what matters most to you. It’s
you that has to walk in your own skin.
Shut out the noise, put your hand on
your heart. Ask whomever it is you
pray to for the most divine of guid-
ance.

mini

he best decisions don’t always

derive from logic and reason.
More often than not, it’s the inkling
inside you, your intuition that speaks
the loudest. This week, you may get
the opportunity to make a choice
that you can think about or the one
that you simply feel guided by, for
no other reason than you know it’s
right. Sometimes the best choices are
made when you can’t even explain
why you made them.

Q Cancer

June 21 - July 20

t’s not an easy realization to make

when the authenticity of your friend-
ships come into question. You value
loyalty and longevity when it comes
to those inside your circle. Sometimes
though, ages, stages and situations in
life reveal features you had never seen
before. One the one hand, you don’t
have to throw out the baby with the
bath water. On the other, a little dis-
tance might be wise at least for a while
until you figure out your feelings.

Empowering you to lead a divinely inspired' life. ,

vCassand,r_a:has.sgudiédiés,t[olgg’y}f,orab‘qqt’Zdear‘s. She is an international teacher of astr

ou were born to be a leader, not to

be a sheep. So with that in mind,
if you’ve been making choices based
on popularity rather than policy — ei-
ther at work or regarding your repu-
tation, then you need to think twice.
People tend to gravitate naturally to
those who know who they are. Are
those who bask themselves in your
light fawning you or do they respect
you? A few strong choices will sepa-
rate friend from foe.

Virgo
August 21 - September 20

t’s totally OK, in fact, it’s to be ex-

pected, that you might change your
mind about something you said you
once wanted. Maybe it’s something to
do with a study pathway, a destination
you wanted to travel to or maybe it’s
spiritual or religious awakening that’s
prompting significant changes. What-
ever is going on now, don’t judge it.
If you weren’t changing, you wouldn’t
be growing and evolving. That is
something you’re meant to do.

i Libra

September 21 - October 20

new move with your money is re-
uired this week, especially that

of which is tied up with someone else.
Whether you’ve joined forces in mar-
riage with your soulmate or the mar-
riage you’re in has reached the end of
the road, some decisions need to be
made. This isn’t the time to go with the
flow and go along to get along. Stand
up for yourself, what’s right for you and
what you feel comfortable with, even if
that’s short term discomfort.

Scorpio

October 21 - November 20

‘e ¢‘3

Once again, relationships are on
your radar. If you’re tired of the
drama and just want a simple life, then
it’s up to you to either pull the pin or do
something different. You may upset the
apple cart initially, but ultimately, this is
about finding fields which you can both
graze upon together. You don’t have to
do things the way everyone else does
when it comes to love. Do what’s right
for the two of you.

Leo Sagqittarius
&6

veryone reaches their tipping
oint eventually. This week, you

might just have to put your foot down
about something. You have to be the
adult in the room and say enough is
enough. Sure you can do more, add
a little something extra to your to-do
list. Then what? Have a tantrum when
you’re exhausted and frustrated? You
do have the option to either delete or
delegate what you don’t want to do.
You’ll feel better for it.

s Capricorn
o' December 21 - January 20

t’s OK to give yourself permission

to try something new. After all, va-
riety is the spice of life! How will you
know what you even like unless you
give it a go? As you explore new op-
tions and possibilities, you only open
yourself up to new avenues of happi-
ness and joy. Who doesn’t want that?
While you may be a traditionalist at
heart, everything that is a tradition to
you now was once a radical new idea.

e’ ;“ Aquarius
4 January 21 - February 20

You’ve had your fair share of
upsets and change on the home
front. Much of this has certainly upset
the foundation and comfort towhich
you grew accustomed. But, as we all
know, comfort is rarely akin to prog-
ress. Seeing as you're in such a mas-
sive phase of personal change and
transformation, your family life was
destined to be extension of that. It’s
time for you to make some authentic
choices based on these new realiza-
tions.

>

t can be a good thing to break

up some ingrained patterns and
habits that you do on a day-to-day
basis. While having a routine is a
good thing for most people, some-
times breaking out of it or changing
things up can give you a new lease
on life. If you’ve been floating along
and not feeling like you’re gaining
much traction, implementing a rou-
tine might be just what you need. In
either case, make your daily rituals
exciting.

Great Breakfast & Brunch
MTWTEF: 7-12 | Sat, Sun: 7 -1

9
o|
£
8|
N
2
®

802:422:4411

Catamount Fet Supplg

Lompam ,Inc.

296 U.S. Route 4 East
Rutland Town, VT 05701 | 802-773-7642

MON. - FRI. 10°™ - 6:30P™ & SAT. 10°™ - 5pm

Grooming by appointment | 802-773-7636

Pisces

- b February 21 - March 20

RUTLAND’S PREMIERE YOGA &
PILATES STUDIO

TRUEYOGA

VERMONT

22 WALES STREET, RUTLAND

Go online to see our full schedule:
trueyogavermont.com

@trueyogavt

9~-0

NEW CLASS

SUNDAY MORNING 9:30 AM
90 MINUTE BAPTISTE YOGA
WITH CARLI DREXLER

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED WHERE THE KILLINGTON ACCESS RD MEETS US-4
2363 US-4, KILLINGTON | 802-558-0547 | KBCKBC.COM | KILLINGTONBOOTCAMP@GMAIL.COM
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Be the lion among the sheep

Sometimes, a situation can be so unbe-
lievable, so stark or so out of your comfort
zone, thatitdoesn’t even fully
register on your radar thatithap-
pened. Even when the blatantly
obviousisright under your nose,
youstill don’t see it. Even when
those who know, those who
speak from experience, the blind
still refuse to see.

are, that they prefer denial, excuses or
whataboutisms.
They paint themselves in
virtue. Position themselves in
false light. Prefer herd mental-
ity. Profess words they don’t
understand.

It’s not easy to go against
the grain of what you've been
taught and told. To go against

Some perspectives, some Cosmic what everyone else is doing
ideas, beliefs and points of view Catalogue or saying. The hard thing and
are so far from your known real- By Cassandra the right thing are usually the
ity, your known experience, that Tyndall same thing. This week, the

chance to stand alone and to stand in truth
will be a little bit easier.

Go against the flow. Be thelion among
the sheep.

your mind can’t even begin to fathomit.
So few people are willing to acknowledge
the darker side of the humanity, including
the darkness within. So ignorant to it they

Dew

The grass sparkles as we walk to the car.

The dew flies from the bird’s wings after they fly away.

My boots tap the freshly damp ground and leave imprints.
J The wind blows my hair side to side.

Birds whistle and chirp in the distance.

The sun just opens its eyes to the world.

Good morning world, good morning.

Green Mountain
Tales
By lzzy Gieder

May Whimsy

By Meira Christine

Bring on the season
It's that time of year. Of quarry diving
Rhubarb’sin season, And waterfalls
Spring fevered Mossy glens
Feminist movement Jazzfestivals
be damned The buzz of mosquitoes
I'll make pie inyour ears
Ifit pleases me Campfires and the stars
And chase men, too In the velvet night.
No promises of pie though Do you thinkit’s okay
Forkyou! to take that
Really serious about For granted orisitallan
That. Impossible dream
Just thankful the foolery of Aprilis | AndIshouldjustclean
Done with the plate I have
And all of that Right, nowand
You-know-what Lickmylips?

Europe or bust but it didn’t seem just

Building a Killington dream lodge: Part 13

Dad was focused and totally devoted to building his Killington
dream lodge each weekend. It became his life purpose and passion
to build his heart-feltlegacy for our family. His dedication was
inspiring to behold.

Mom was committed (they were still married) but she had other
interests, as well. She saved up money from teaching piano and

planned a grand European adventure. Dad didn’t want to go along.

Mountain He hadlived abroad as a child and traveled in Europe with the
Meditation Naval Academy. He preferred to save his two week vacation from
By Marguerite Foster Wheeler Corporation to work on his beloved skilodge.
Jill Dye My brother Billie attended Bates College in Lewiston, Maine but

was in France for his junior year.
“My major was skiing,” Billie liked to joke from Grenoble in the heart of the French Alps.
Meditation-> 28

Native cherry trees: spring
beauty, ecological gold

Each spring, cities from New York to

Texas celebrate the spectacular blooming of

ornamental cherry trees. In many cultures,

thelovely, delicate pink and white \

cherry blossoms symbolize
rebirth and renewal, as well
as the fleeting nature oflife.
Beyond these showy culti-
vated trees, our region boasts
three native cherry species,
which are important in regen-

asasource offood and shelter
for a variety of wildlife.

New England’s wild cherry trees share
agenus (Prunus) with those cultivated
beauties, but their flowers are more modest.
Our region’s native cherry species are black
cherry, choke cherry, and pin cherry (also
known as fire cherry). Members of the rose
family, cherry trees are relatives of apple,
pear, and plum, as well as woodland trees
such as serviceberry and mountain ash.

All three natives share a cherry fragrance
and bitter almond taste derived from trace
amounts of hydrogen cyanide. (Ifyou're not
sure whether you've found a cherry tree,
break off a twig and give it a sniff or a taste.)

Black cherry (Prunus serotina) is the
largest of the native trio. In the Northeast,
specimens grow individually and in small
stands, often reaching heights of 50 to 60
feet. Because they are intolerant of shade,
cherries often grow along stone walls and
hedgerows. “It's not common in our mature
forests exceptin enriched sites where leaves
and soil nutrients accumulate from slopes
above,” Dave Anderson, senior director of
education for the Society for the Protection
of New Hampshire Forests, said of black
cherry. He noted that black cherry may also
occur in second-growth hardwood forests.

Some of New Hampshire’s oldest black
cherry trees are taller than 80 feet, but the
mostimpressive specimens grow in the
Allegheny Plateau in Pennsylvania, where
the species is prized for its timber value.
Furniture makers and crafters appreci-
ate the wood for its rich, reddish-brown
color, hardness, and close grain. For use as
lumber, cherry trees need to be straight-
grained, disease-free, and without branch-
esforatleast10feet.

“The poor quality of New England soils
lowers the quality of the black cherry timber
compared with further south,” Anderson
said. “Here it’s often marginal for timber
and ends up in the firewood pile, exceptin
the best sites”

In the Northeast, the black cherry’s
drooping spikes of flowers bloom in mid-
May or early June, about a week after the
leaves emerge. Even without its white flow-
ers or tapered leaves, it is easy to identify
this tree by its bark. The bark of young trees
isreddish brown and has horizontal white
marks called lenticels. The bark of mature

The Outside
Story

eration of disturbed forests and By Laurie D. Morrissey

trunks is dark gray and broken into plates
thatare curved slightly upward at the edges.
Itis often described as lookinglike burnt

Ve cornflakes.

Pin and choke cherry are
brushy trees that typically
p arenotaslong-livedas

black cherry and rarely
growmore than 30 feet tall.
Like black cherry, they thrive
in open areas with lots of sun,
springing up in old fields and
in forest areas that have been
disturbed bylogging, fire, or
storms. These two species grow rapidly
insuch areas, Anderson said, and help to
stabilize soil, allowing other tree species to
eventually become established.

All three of our region’s native cherry
trees have attractive flowers and brilliant
fall foliage, but their greatest virtue may be
their value to wildlife. Renowned entomol-
ogist Doug Tallamy calls Prunus “ecological
gold,” and notes that cherryis second only
to oakin supporting the terrestrial food
web. Cherry trees provide food for mam-
mals and birds, and they host more than 450
species of butterflies and moths, according
to Tallamy. “Unfortunately, many people
consider [cherry trees] weedy because they
make so many fruits that germinate where
people don’twant them,” he said. “People
often turn their landscapersloose on them,
cutting them all out”

Amongthe invertebrate species partial to
black cherry trees are eastern tent caterpil-
lars and fall webworms, which weave unat-
tractive webs in the branches. In a high tent
caterpillar year (a bonus for cuckoos, which
are voracious caterpillar eaters), caterpillars
can defoliate their host trees. Most trees
survive the damage, however, and put out
newleavesin the same season.

Given their role in regenerating forests
and feeding the wildlife that lives there,
cherry trees are definitely worth their
weightin gold: ecological gold.

Laurie D. Morrissey is a writer who lives in
Hopkinton, New Hampshire. Illustration by
Adelaide Murphy Tyrol. The Outside Story is
assigned and edited by Northern Woodlands
magazine and sponsored by the Wellborn
Ecology Fund of the New Hampshire Chari-
table Foundation: nhcf.org.
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It was 30 years ago today

Inever dreamed of being a writer, I just
happened to be in the right place at the right
time.

Itwas an early morningin
1994, and I'was standingin the
composition department of
the Mountain Times, having
beenhired the prioryearasa
part-time graphic artist. Com-
puters were just coming onto
the scene, and while Iwas keen
to getbehind one, because of

The Movie

committed to doing the bestjob I possibly
could, I decided to rent the original “Major
League” film on VHS (remember,
this was 30 years ago).

After watching the video, I
made a plan to catch the sequel
the following night. I took copi-
ous notes during the film, trying
my hardest to pick up on any sub-
tlenuances thatIcould later turn
into intelligent sounding points.
In all honesty, Iwas deathly

mylack of technical skills Iwas . afraid that someone was going to
relegated to the cameraroom Diary o see through my disguise, pegging
and paste-up boards (two By Dom Cioffi me as some punk kid who didn’t

areas of production that the
computer eventually killed).

Atthe time, two local writers, Barbara
Carris and Mike Peters, had a combined
movie review column called “Reel to Reel”
— ahesaid/she said sort of piece. Each
week the two would attend alocal film and
then give dueling opinions about whether
ornotitwas worth seeing. It was afunidea
that provided alocal departure to
the “canned” movie reviews that
were offered by national media
outlets.

On this morning, a discus-
sion was being held about
Mike’s announcement
thathe no longer would
be able to write his half
of thereview due to
other commitments.
Subsequently, the
editor and publisher
decided to begin
animmediate
searchtofinda
replacement.

Before Irealized what I was
saying, I had interrupted the conversa-
tion to volunteer myself for the position,
explaining that creative writing was one
of my stronger subjects in college and that
I'went to the movies every week anyway.
Truth be told, I was simply interested in
making some extra money.

Because I already worked there and
they were desperate for a solution before
the next deadline, they agreed tolet me

Before | knew it, | had unconsciously
created an entirely unique column
— more of a human interest piece
that creatively segued into a brief

opinion on a popular film.

fillin. The thought was thatI could lend a
hand until someone more suitable arrived
onthescene.

That weekIwas scheduled to attend
ascreening of “Major League 2” starring
Charlie Sheen. Not wanting to be in the dark
about the “Major League” franchise and

know the first thing about writing
amovie review (which is exactly what I was).

Iwrote that first review on notepaper
with a pencil and transferred it to the com-
puter when I got to work the next day.

Barbara and I'wrote the “Reel to Reel”
review together for several more weeks until
she quietly dropped out after her life also
filled with other demands. From that point
forward, the column was mine.

Initially, Iwrote the column as a stan-
dard movie review, but after a few
years and a couple hun-
dred mass market
films, I began to bore
of the format. Person-
ally, T hate knowing any-
thing about a film before I
go seeit, soitfelt strange to
write a column thatIwould
never wantto read. That’s
when I started to interject
interesting or humorous stories
thatoccurred while I was at the
theater, while giving the details of
the film less and less attention.
And that’s also when I changed the
name of the column to “Reel to Real”
— the emphasisnowbeing on the “real”
part of the writing. Soon, I broadened this
approach to include any event that seemed
interesting enough to write about. And be-
fore I knew it, I had unconsciously created
an entirely unique column — more ofa
human interest piece that creatively segued
into a brief opinion on a popular film.

After afewmore years and with this
formatsecurelyin place, I decided
to change the column’s name
once again. “The Movie Diary”
seemed a more appropriate label
since most of what I write about
revolves around the world thatI
live in. Movies justhappen to be
the common thread thatkeeps the
stories tied together.

And for some strange and crazy
reason, folks out there seem to enjoy it. This
little column snuck up on me and became a
poignant part of mylife. Perhaps it snuck up
on afew of you as well.

So, with all that said, I would like to offer
my sincere thanks to everyone who reads or

Movie Diary > 31

Absorbed and absorbing
the moguls of Superstar

I couldn’tfind my center of balance for the life of me. A few days off from skiing and I felt like
afish flopping about on dryland. Iwould get stuckin the rut and getlaunched upwards and
thenIcould feel my weight slamming into the back of myboots. The cuff opening up so far, that
I'thought perhapsIwasin walk mode. Then Iwould be ejected from the line across two or three,

fearing that someone would be coming down the zipper and just slam

Living the Dream
By Merisa
Sherman

into mebefore I could get my feet pulled backand underneath me,
recovering into the newline.

Itwas anightmare. Or a daymare. I couldn’t tell which it was for
the moment. Had I forgotten how to ski the spring bumps of Super-
star? Or had I forgotten how to ski altogether? Holy crap, I could feel
my heartbeatracing faster and faster, not from exertion but from the
veryidea oflosing the movements. I mean, Iknow that menopause
makes you forgetful, butI thought that was for like whatyou needed
from the fridge or the grocery store, not the movements that are
essentially the essence of your life.

SoIstopped mid run. Which Irarely do, except for one of my
athletes from Team PomPom. Anyways, Istopped. And I thought for

aminute, working my way through all the pointersIhad ever been

given. IknowIhave to keep my feet underneath me, but why wasn’tit
working? How could I make it work? Iwent through all my bad habits: I stand too talland don’t
rotate, I don't flex my ankles enough and I straighten my downhill leg forcing myknee and hip to

getslammed instead of absorbing the mogul.

These things I know how to fix, since they are all mental triggers more than anything else. I
remind myselfthat Superstar isn't steep, so there isno reason to lean up the hill and straighten
the downhillleg. My shins and ankles control the direction of my skis, so I knewIwas working
that, even ifit was sloppy. Ding! Iwas standing up. Iwas lazy. I wasn't giving myself up to the
mountain. Iwasn’tsurrendering. Iwasn’tsinking.

And soIsank, deep into myhips and ankles, letting my knees come up to my chest to absorb
the impact of the mogul below me. Pulling the ball of my foot up to engage my shin and take
control of the front of my skis. To actually stack myselfinstead of justletting the feet move away
from me. This isn’t easy cruising, this is body activated movement that all begins with getting

Living the Dream -> 27

Remembering downtown
pharmacists from yesteryear

WhenIsaw the obituary for Lucian
Wiskoski backin March Irealized thathe
was the last of Rutland’s downtown phar-
macists whomI'had the pleasure

I'was too young to remember my dad
working at Shangraw’s but I recall meeting
the owner, Bill Shangraw, later on when I
went into the store with my father

-~ to drop off film from our camera.
' O } Like many pharmacies they had
& asoda fountain that also served

of knowing from childhood into
adulthood.
Backin the ‘50s five pharma-

L

)

cies were located in downtown
Rutland. They were: Shangraw’s,
Carpenter’s, Carroll Cut Rate,
McClallen’s, and Beauchamp

& O’'Rourke. My father, Jim
Whalen, worked at all of them
except Carroll Cut Rate during
his career.

Like most children Iwas
curious about where my parents worked.
My mother was abookkeeper and my father
was a pharmacist. Iwas able to visit both of
their places of employment but a pharmacy
was much more interesting than an office.
The pharmacists had a very professional
appearance as they all wore white coats. I
knew my father’s job was to fill prescriptions
thatdoctors had ordered. ButIwas defi-
nitely more interested in the soda fountains
within some of the pharmacies than the
medical aspect of the stores.

Looking
Back
By Mary Ellen Shaw

asalunch counter.

My father transferred to
Carpenter’s Pharmacy by 1952.
He knewitwould be a short stay
as the owner, Bob Carpenter,
had a nephew, Lucian Wiskoski,
who would be joining him once
he finished pharmacy school.
There was also a soda fountain
in this store and it was a cherished spot
where my friends and Iwould occasionally
getanice cream soda or a sundae after
school. My father would treat us, of course!
Bob’s daughter, Helen, who is a few years
younger thanIam, told me awhile back that
ifshe happened to be in her dad’s pharmacy
when a particular medicine was notin stock
she was sent to one of the other downtown
pharmacies to pickit up. It was common
practice for them to provide medicine for
Looking Back - 31
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from page 24

His written and spoken French greatly
improved, too. He was aham when he spoke
Francais. He even had that French “Je ne sais
quoi” and was asked directions by the French
inthestreet.

Since Billie was already in Europe, Mom
decided “it'snow or never” so moved ahead
with our travel plans. She researched, orches-
trated and crammed 12 nations and three
principalities into six weeks.

She purchased a Volkswagen Rabbit from
the factoryin Germany for our neighborin
Montclair. Billie picked it up when he finished
his studies then crossed the English Channel
and drove to Southampton to pick us up.

We crossed the Atlantic on the Aurelia, the
smallest ocean-going passenger vessel which
Billie had also taken. He called the Italian
student ship “a 10 day floating house party.’

Mom was the senior belle of the ball.
Everyone knew her and wanted to speak with
her. She was the only mother aboard. Iwas
14, arising high school sophomore, but the
college students thoughtIwas their age. A
friendly boy invited me on a date for dinner
and amovie shipboard. Iwas elated, dressed
up, and wore makeup. I felt like a grownup
andhad aball.

We Dyes never made long distance calls
exceptinan emergency. We sent postcards
describing our adventures and howwe
wished Dad and Jack were there. We could
imagine Dad in Vermont weekends work-
ing on projects with a friend he invited to
accompany him so he’d be safer with the
construction.

Our European trip went by so fastyou'd
miss a country ifyou blinked your eyes. It
was a whirlwind tour like Doris Day’s “If It’s
Tuesday, It Must Be Belgium” I reveled in our
thrilling voyage but also felt it wasn't fair. It
didn’t seem right we were traveling in Europe
while Dad was still working and my older
brother Jackwas in Vietnam.

Mom needed our European sojourn

then—as adistraction from the constant
worry. She was stoic and didn’t show fear. She
carried on as if things were normal.

She later admitted, “Every time the phone
rang or someone knocked on the door, my
heart stopped. My nerves were shot for the
twoyearsJack served in Vietham.”

While studying forestry at the University
of New Hampshire, Jackwas in the ROTC
(Reserve Officer Training Corps). Upon grad-
uation, he entered the Army as alieutenant
(andlater became a captain). He trained in
parachute jump school and jungle warfare in
the swamps of Georgia before he was sent to
Vietnam.

Jackwasn’t fighting. He built bridges and
roads in the Army Engineer Corps. Buthe
wasn'tspared the violence and terror of serv-
ing there during the war.

“We couldn’t distinguish Vietnamese
people from the Viet Cong in our compound,
so we never knewwho was friend or foe.

We were stationed across the street from
Vietnam’s largestammo dump. Explosions
were frequent. When they occurred, I dove
under my thatched-roofhut onto the ground.
I'llnever forget the day I found an anaconda
staringbackatme”

Jackwas blessed. He came back alive
butwas forever changed. When he heard a
car backfire on the street, he dove under his
bed, ridden with anxiety. Like other soldiers
throughout the ages, my brother was trauma-
tized and never quite the same.

Jackjoined us in Vermont before begin-
ninghis newlife. He was impressed with
Dad’s progress and helped alot. Vermont
became his special retreat for peace and so-
lace surrounded by nature. Jack taught me the
names of trees on our land and returned most
years to helpMom and Dad.

Marguerite]ill Dyeis an artist and writer
who divides her time between Vermont and
Florida. She can bereached at: Jilldyestudio@
aol.com.
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ATRLETIC

By Marguerite Jill Dye

My brother Jack Dye in his element in Vermont, at Thundering Brook just before it enters Kent Pond
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Overdoses decrease.:............

from page 7
eachlifelostis one too many, and the state
must continue pushing forward. “The prog-
ress we have made is encouraging. [t means
we are on theright track, but we are far from
out of the woods,” said Dr. Levine. “The
opioid crisis is fraught with challenges, in-
cluding a heinous industry intent on finding
new ways to trap people into the dangerous

Cocaine involvement in deaths
significantly increased in 2023 (from 48%
to 61%) and remains the second most
common drug involved in fatal overdoses.

world of substance use and addiction”

Fentanyl continues to be the number
one substance involved in opioid-relat-
ed deaths, accounting for 95% of opioid
fatalities in 2023. Xylazine was involved in
32% of fatal overdoses in 2023, up from 28%
in 2022. Cocaine involvementin deaths
significantly increased in 2023 (from 48%
to 61%) and remains the second most com-
mon druginvolved in fatal overdoses.

Health and public safety officials em-
phasize that despite the important gains
made through harm reduction education
and programs, it’s critically important for
people to know there is no way to guarantee
illicit drugs are safe. Even test strips that can
detectadulterants cannotidentify all the
substances that may be present.

“You simply can’t knowwhat’s in a street
drug, but we do know they are extremely
dangerous, and that the risk of a fatal over-
dose is very high and always present,” said
Dr. Levine.

The report’s findings highlight the life-
and-death importance of knowing what to
dointhe event of an overdose. If an over-
dose is suspected, always call 9-1-1, and
give naloxone and startrescue breathing.
Ifnon-opioid drugs are involved, naloxone
alone may notbe effective and additional
medical help will be needed.

The Health Dept. is continuing coordi-
nated efforts with partners to expand access
to community-level prevention, recovery
and treatment services, including through
the hub and spoke system of care, and
with outreach, such as its anti-stigma cam-

Submitted

paigns, KnowOD, and VTHelplink, a free
and confidential support and referral
service, available 24/7.

The department is also working to
expand harm reduction programs through-
out communities, including test strip use
and the statewide naloxone distribution
program, which helps ensure people
haveready access to the
potentially life-saving
medication.

“Public health
response and behavior
change efforts take time,
so we are taking action
where we can now,
and simultaneously working to enhance
our system of care for the long-term,” Dr.
Levine said.

Anyone who uses opioids, and those
who know or may be with them, are urged
to follow these important harm reduction
strategies to prevent a tragedy:

e Call911—incase ofapossible
overdose. Naloxone may notworkin
all cases. Vermont’s Good Samari-
tan Law provides some protection
for people who have overdosed
and those who call 911 in case ofan
overdose emergency.

e Neverusealone—ifyou overdose
while alone, you can die.

e Goslow—startwith a small amount
to testdrug strength.

e Usenewsyringes—to reduce risk of
infections and help to protect vein
health.

o Testforfentanyl—fentanyl can be
dangerous, so test with easy-to-use
strips.

e Carrynaloxone—Narcan’nasal
spray canreverse an overdose.

o  Contact VTHelplink.org online or
call 802-565-LINK (toll-free 833-
565-LINK) to connect to confiden-
tial alcohol or drug treatment and
other support services, and to get
naloxone and test strips.

o Knowthesigns of an overdose and
find more information about
opioid use disorder, prevention and
treatment, at HealthVermont.gov/
KnowOD.
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Free

FREE LEATHER SOFA by
Pompanoosuc Mills. Must
pick up from me in Killington.
Bernie. biobern@me.com or
978-697-6676

KILLINGTON PICO RE-
ALTY donates 1% of every
dollar we earn to charitable
organizations. 2814 Kil-
lington Road, Killington.
802-422-3600. info@killing-
tonpicorealty.com

KILLINGTON VALLEY
REAL ESTATE Specializ-
ing in the Killington region
for Sales and Listings for
Homes, Condos & Land
as well as Winter seasonal
rentals. Call, email or stop
in. We are the red farmhouse
located next to the Wobbly
Barn. PO Box 236, 2281
Killington Rd, Killington.
802-422-3610, bret@killing-
tonvalleyrealestate.com

PRESTIGE REAL ESTATE
of Killington, 2922 Killing-
ton Rd., Killington. We’re
different. We only deal with
Killington real estate, the
town we love and call home.
We concentrate on only one
thing: property sales. And
we do it well. Our focus al-
lows us to spend more time
understanding your needs
— either as a buyer or as
a seller of Killington VT real
estate. Specializing in the
listing & sales of Killington
Condos, Homes, & Land.
Call 802-422-3923. pres-
tigekillington.com.

SKI COUNTRY REAL ES-
TATE 335 Killington Rd., Kil-
lington. 802-775-5111. Ski-
CountryRealEstate.com — 9
agents servicing: Killington,
Bridgewater, Mendon, Pitts-
field, Plymouth, Stockbridge,
Woodstock areas.Sales &
Winter Seasonal Rentals.
Open Monday-Saturday:
10 am — 4 pm. Sunday by
appointment.

Services

MASONRY- BRICK,
BLOCK, stone. Free esti-
mates. 802 349-0339

i

Wanted

GERMAN SPEAKING
WOMEN in rutland area
who want to meet for coffee.
Interested, call Christa from
Munich, retired in Pittsford.
Call 802.483.2634.

For Rent

KILLINGTON ONE BED-
ROOM fully furnished and
equipped. $800/month plus
utilities. First and last month
security due at signing. No
smoking. No pets. If interest-
ed call 201-965-4667

KILLINGTON VT SUMMER
rental available May 15-No-
vember 15, 2024 — Just
renovated 3 bedroom,2 full
bathrooms , condo locat-
ed to top of access road,
just steps away from the
golf course, with access to
outdoor pool, hot tub and
tennis courts. Includes a
fully equipped kitchen, living
room with private covered
balcony, master bedroom
with a king bed, second
bedroom with two bunks,
third bedroom with queen
and twin beds, and washer/
dryer. Call for pricing. 914-
661-8362.

PLYMOUTH APARTMENT
FOR rent to a local person
only! Must have a local
pay stub. 700 sq ft. One
bedroom, kitchen, laundry,
internet and elec includ-
ed. Bathroom with standup
shower. $950 for a singles.
Pets allowed upon approval.
Email toddgilman@icloud.
com

PLYMOUTH: SHARE
BEAUTIFUL, well-kept
home with a woman in her
70s who needs help orga-
nizing her garage. Private
bedroom, semi-private bath
(two floors below bedroom).
$400/mo. all included. 802-
863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermont.org for application.
Interview, references, back-
ground checks required.

.

PUBLISH -
ElfR’S NOTICE:
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—Housing Act, which_,
MoAKEeSALE! P ORK
ofdda@téi searfmptorprefigi-
nadgepiiets lieaigtiets, &at.
Mék@mnﬁﬁfléﬂgd&fb%s%'e?
S
g BaQdcap. faim
status or national
origin, or intention to
make any such pref-
erence, limitation or
discrimination.” This
newspaper will not
knowingly accept any
advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation
of the law. All persons
are hereby informed
that all dwellings ad-
vertised are available
on an equal opportunity
basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

CLASSIFIEDS
Want to submit
aclassified
listing?

Email classifieds@
mountaintimes.info
or call 802-422-2399
by Monday at 4 p.m.
Rates are 50 cents
per word, per week;
free ads are free.

KELLERWILLIAMS.

HOMES | CONDOS | LAND
COMMERCIAL | INVESTMENT

P EAK PROPERTY

KELLERWILLIAMS

GROUP

IDEAL PROPERTIES CLOSE TO
KILLINGTON, OKEMO OR WOODSTOCK!

R
=~ MLS
REALTOR®

Marni Rieger
Broker
802.353.1604

Ira
Lemesciuc
518.760.1294  802.345.0693

William
Spanos

Lmdsay
Cimadon
860.681.9302

Marni@PeakPropertyRealEstate.com
1995 Route 4, Killington VT
59 Central Street, Woodstock VT

JUST LISTED! ICONIC KILLINGTON RESTAURANT PUB

Moguls Sports Pub is located in a prime spot directly in the middle of the Kil-
lington Access Road on 2 acres of land. After 30 + years of running success-
fully the owners have decided to retire. Loads of opportunity here! Schedule a
tour today. You don't want to miss this one! $1,600,000

THE BRIDGEWATER INN
Minutes to the Killington Skyeship Base Lodge and Wood-
stock Village. Walk to Long Trail Brewery. This historic,
locally themed lodging experience has a 3 bedroom / 3 full
bath home & 4 inn suites. The property sleeps up to 18. A
very strong short term rental income producing investment
property! Act now! bridgewaterinnvt.com $950,000

HARRY’S CAFE
2 miles from Okemo/Jackson Gore. Well known, success-
fully run for 35 years & the owners are ready to retire. 68
seat turnkey restaurant. Sale incl the real estate, the busi-
ness & equipment/ furniture. Motivated Sellers. $399K
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strong ethics code at the municipal level,” Hardy said,
adding that the bill would help ensure communities “have
accountability for local officials.”

In addition to creating a new ethics code, H.875 would
authorize the Vermont State Ethics Commission to issue
guidance to municipal officials
on handlinglocal ethics com-
plaints.

Right now, the commission
has no authority to even take on
these complaints, said Christina
Sivret, its executive director, in
an interview Friday, May 10. She
supported the bill.

Hardy told her colleagues that the ethics commission
and the Vermont Secretary of State’s Office get more than
80 complaints a year alleging local ethics violations —
more than the number of complaints they receive about
state-level officials.

Notably, though, H.875 would require municipalities
— not the state commission — to investigate complaints

The new municipal code of ethics
would go into effect on Jan. 1,
2025, which Hardy said should
give towns time to prepare for

the new requirements.

lodged under the newlocal ethics code and develop
possible remedies to them. That’s in part because the
commission doesn’t have the resources to take on the
additional work stemming from the local level, Sivret said.

The bill would also require municipalities to store
records on those complaints and
reportback to the state com-
mission, as well as require local
leaders, such as city and town
managers, to take occasional
training on the newlocal ethics
standards.

One key stakeholder — the
Vermont League of Cities and
Towns — has testified to lawmakers that the requirements
in the bill would create too much of a burden on already
slammed public servants. Ted Brady, the organization’s
executive director, said he supported the spirit of the new
ethics standards but believed the bill doesn’t give munici-
palities enough resources to enforce them.

“It’s abunch of unfunded mandates,” Brady said May

2-family duplex nestled just off the Killington Road.

2 FAMILY HOME, KILLINGTON INVESTMENT

570 Tonglewood Drive, K|II|ng’ron VT $840 000

10, adding that the bill “doesn’t give towns or cities any
recourse to deal with unethical behavior”

H.875 would also give the state commission new pow-
ers. For alleged violations under the existing code of eth-
ics for state officials, the panel would be able to investigate
cases, hold hearings and issue warnings and reprimands,
according to the bill. The panel can now only issue adviso-
ry opinions regarding state officials’ conduct.

Another measure, meanwhile, would create penalties
for candidates for state and county offices who are late in
filing their financial disclosure forms.

The new municipal code of ethics would go into effect
onJan. 1, 2025, which Hardy said should give towns
time to prepare for the new requirements. Some other
provisions in the bill would go into effect later that year
orin2026.

Both the Senate and House agreed to a final version of
thelegislation on Friday. In the Senate, the vote was 18 to
10; in the House, it was 93 to 33.

Formore information and the full text of the bill, visit:
Legislature.Vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/H.875.
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KILLINGTON PICO REALTY
NV

Killington Homes For Sale

www.230WindingWay.com
Exquisite 3BR/5BA masterpiece of craftsmanship and luxury. Unparalleled views
of Killington and Pico, living area featuring floor to ceiling stone fireplace and
vaulted ceilings. Gourmet kitchen with top of the line appliances, Vermont Verde
marble countertops and custom cabinetry. Offered at $2,100,000

The upper unit: 4 bedrooms, featuring 2 on the upper floor with a bath, and 2 on the main
level alongside another bath. Step outside onto a sprawling wraparound deck, complete
with a hot tub for all to indulge in. The lower unit: 2-bedrooms and a bath, along with

another wood burning stove for added warmth. Listed by Bret Williamson at 802-345-3056

www.214AlranRoad.com
Updated, well-appointed
3BR/2BA mountain re-
treat offering the perfect
blend of rustic charm
and modern comfort.
Open concept living area
featuring vaulted ceilings
and stone fireplace, mod-
ern kitchen with stainless
appliances and ample
cabinet space.

Offered at $679,000

2074 Route 100N, Pittsfield VT $325 000

Charming 2 bedroom, 1 bath ranch-style home tucked away in Pittsfield’s quiet woods,
offering proximity to premier skiing, mountain biking, hiking, fishing, boating, camping, and
snowmobile trails. Meticulously cared for, this home boasts a partially finished basement
brimming with potential for a new owner's vision. Listed by Walter Findeisen at 802-770-0093.

IR0

Bret W\\Ilomson Judy Storch Gary Thompson Caihy Quaglia
BROKER, OWNER BROKER

FodS,Derderian - Walter Findeisen - Doug Quatchak- KPR Cares. Killington Pico Realty is
proud to donate 1% of every dollar

earned to charitable organizations.

2814 Killington Rd.
802-422-3600
www.KillingtonPicoRealty.com

REALTOR"

2281 Killington Road
Killington, VT 05751
802-422-3610
killingtonvalleyrealestate.com

Killington Valley
Real Estate

Edward Herson
Lic. Assoc.
R.E. Broker

Jane Johnson,

ALHS, ASP()
REALTOR®

|

Daniel Pol
Associate
Broker

Kyle Kershner  Jessica Posch

Broker/Owner ~ REALTOR® Krista Mosher

REALTOR®

John Humphreys
REALTOR®
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Looking Back:
from page 25
one another when needed.

By 1955 my father was working at McClallen’s Pharmacy.
The owners, Charlie and Winnie, were parents to my class-
mate, Charles McClallen. I interviewed Winnie for an article
IT'was writing several years ago and she told me that before
theywent to school her children helped to make sandwich-
esfor the lunch counter in the store. When my dad worked
thereIalso enjoyed treats from that soda fountain.

In 1956 my father relocated to Beauchamp & O’Rourke
Pharmacy. There was no soda fountain at this store. Its focus
was on pharmacyrelated items with an exception being
the candy counter by the cash register. Even though there
was no soda fountain I still had a good reason to visit the
store when I attended Mount St. Joseph Academy from 1958
to 1962. I often walked from school to downtown and the
pharmacy was a handy place to leave my books as I “made
therounds” of the stores nearby.

Fred Beauchamp and Bill O'Rourke, who were the
founders of the pharmacy, were both working in the store
when my father was there. Iremember them being so nice
to me and always visiting about things that were of interest

to me. Bill's daughter, Anne, was a couple of years ahead of
me in school. Fred’s son, the late Bob Beauchamp, was also
apharmacist at the downtown store during that time peri-
od. In my adultlife I often had conversations with Bob when
Iwas a customer at the store’s currentlocation on Wood-
stock Avenue. We reminisced about the days when my
father worked in the downtown store. He remembered my
father saying that Woodstock Avenue would be a good loca-
tion for a pharmacy. No doubt my dad felt that way because
itwas only a few streets from home and there would be no
parking problems! Bob also told me some stories about my
father and how kind he was to everyone. Hearing that as
an adultmeantalot to me as my father died whenIwas in
college so I didn’thave any “adult time” to get to know him.
EachtimeIam at the cashregister of Beauchamp &
O’Rourke on Woodstock Avenue I get to see a picture of the
pharmacists from the Merchants Rowlocation. They are all
wearing white coats and my father is on the left. Memories
live on through photos...especially in printed format and in
aframe!

—.‘ REAL ESTATE

Ski in/Ski out at Pico
Top Floor 3 Bedroom Plus Loft
Overlooking slopes
Wood burning fireplace
Cathedral Ceiling -Lots of light
Close to Pico Sports Center
$499,000

*Seller

TRAIL CREEK - SKI HOME € SHUTTLE OUT
Upper level 2BR+LOFT, 2BA, 1,342 Sq.Ft.

*Great rental history

*Woodburning fireplace

*Includes 1BR ensuite
that can rent separately

*Activity center: Pool,
hot tub, saung, game
00M & eXercise room.

$740,000

A Ski Country

3BR/1.5BA, 2-Level condo, 1168 sg. ft.

*Electric heat
*2 decks

*Furnished € equipped

802.775.5111

335 Killington Rd.
Ktllmgton, VT 05751

Each

Movie Diary: ...
from page 25
hasread this column over the last 30 years. It's always been
apleasure and an absolute honor to have people value what
youdo, and hearing from readers over the years is one of the
mainreasons I keepitup.

I'thinkit’s fitting that this week’s film is “Kingdom of the
Planet of the Apes” since one of the most profound mo-
ments in mylife (and one of the main reasons I fell in love
with film) happened during the last scene from the original
“Planet of the Apes” When Charlton Heston stops on the
beach and sees the Statue of Liberty deteriorating into the
surf (which alerts the viewer to the fact that he’s on Earth
and notanother planet), my young mind was blown. From
then on, Iwas addicted to the power of film.

Ifyou're afan of the series and impressed with the other
recentreboots, give thisnew selection a try. It’s alittle loose
on the story elements, but still a worthy addition to the
franchise.

Areliable “B” for “Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes,”
now playing in theaters everywhere.

Got a question or comment for Dom? You can email him
at moviediary@att.net.

TUCKER ADIRONDACK LANGE
Real Estate Salesperson, REALTOR

Q 59 Central Street, Woodstock, Vit 05091
[] 303-818-8068
= tadkl@kw.com

TUCKER ADIRONDACK LANGE

KELLERWILLIAMS REALTY

Servicing Killington Vermont and surrounding areas

office is independently owned and operated

offering some financing

arketing
brought to you by the
MountAaN TIMES

Need help marketing your business online?

It’s a complex ecosystem to navigate.
Let us help! (don’t worry, it’s cheap and easy)

802.422.2399

LAND READY TO BUILD

In Picturesque Howk
| Mountain, Pittsfield

This .9 A+ Flat lot with
southern exposure has o
3 Bedrm.

State Approved WW Per-
mit, Septic Design Ready
to build $90,000.

SIPLOpCLty]
E,

« Private, single-
family home

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE sites

il
]

MOUNTAINSIDE

« Spectacular views
of the mountains
of Killington and
the valleys beyond

« Property management,
complete year-round
service with house
checks

« Ski home, enjoy
hiking and
mountain bike trails

Mountainside Properties
2023 Killington Road, Killington, VT 05751
Mountainsideproperties@aol.com

mountainsidepropertiesvt.com/glades/
802-236-1360
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