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TOWN MEETING DAY IS
TUESDAY, MARCH 5
School district budgets,
bonds, municipal bud-
gets and various articles
all await their fate. Cast
your vote, Tuesday!
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OPINIONS!

Locals weigh in advo-
cating for or against
ballotitems theyare
most passionate about.
Consider theirreason-
ingbefore heading to
the polls Tuesday.
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AN EXTRA DAY!

Leap Dayis on Thursday,
Feb. 29. While February
usually has 28 days (the
shortest month of the
year), every four years it
gets an additional day,
i.e.leap day orleap year.

SLASH AND BERM

The 10th annual Slash

& Berm Banked Slalom

hits Killington at the

Stash terrain park.
Page 22

HEAD START EXPANDS
Rutland County Head
Start expandsits infants
and toddlers program
to provide quality early
learning, healthcare,
and nutrition support,
funded by grants.

Page 35

Rutland city to vote on
fluoride, Aldermen

By Katy Savage

Rutland City voters will decide on whether to change the
language of a charter to remove fluoride from the water on
Town Meeting Day, March 5.

Residents and professionals had mixed emotions ataJan.
29 public hearing.

Some residents said having fluoride in the city wateris a
violation of medical ethics, while dentists said having fluoride
in water helps prevent tooth decay, particularly for those who
can’t otherwise afford dental care.

Joseph Errante, the vice president of provider network and
clinical strategies at Northeast Delta Dental and a dentist of
45years, said chronic tooth decay is a disease.

“Thiswill end up being a catastrophe for the city of Rutland,”

Rutland ballot -> 9

Woodstock voters to
decide on option tax

By Katy Savage

Woodstockresidents will decide on an $8.02 million bud-
get on Town Meeting Day March 5, of which $6.6 million is to
beraised from taxes. The budgetis up about 4% from last year
and expected to increase taxes about 6%.

Voters will also decide on a 1% option tax. The tax would
add 1% to the state’s existing 6% sales tax and would apply to
any purchases made in town or online.

The option tax was narrowly defeated 426-417 on Town
Meeting Day in 2022.

Proponents of the tax say it would collect money for the
town to use on future development projects, while others say

Woodstock ballot - 9

School districts grapple
with last-minute changes
to Act 127 and the effect on
local tax capacity

By Erin Petenko/VTDigger and Polly Mikula

Rural areas of the state stand to gain the most from a new
law thathas changed the way students are counted for the
statewide education fund, according to new Agency of Edu-
cation data presented to lawmakers earlier this month.

However, in Rutland and Windsor County the four largest
school districts: Rutland City, Slate Valley, Springfield and
Otter Valley also all saw positive percent changes, meaning
anincrease to their share of the statewide total “weighted
pupil” count and thus an increase in their “tax capacity” —a
measure of what the statewide education fund will provide to
adistrict for a given taxrate.

Thelocal districts thatlost the most capacity were Norwich
at-19%, Rutland Town at -17% and Pittsfield at -8%.

For school districts and homestead property tax pay-
ers, Act 127 goes into effect for the first time this coming fiscal
year — with votes for district budgets on many Town Meeting
Dayballots, Tuesday, March 5.

Act 127, passed in 2022, is intended to even the playing
field between districts by giving more weight to low-income

Act 127 tax implications > 6

By Jaimie Ziobro
Arally for the $99 million school bond was held Saturday on The Green in Woodstock.

‘A perfect mess’: School construction
needs in a chaotic budget year

By Habib Sabet and Ethan Weinstein/VTDigger

In fall 2023, the leaders of the Milton Town
School District unveiled the design for its
new elementary and middle school (pre-K-8)
ata cost of $200 million, which gave the com-
munity pause, butit was the challenges of the
current annual budget cycle that ultimately
led the district to table the much-needed
project this year.

Initial projections thatindicated that
property taxes could increase statewide by
an average of 20% have the state and district
schoolboards scrambling.

Some are also pointing fingers at Act 127,
anewlaw taking effect this budget season
that changes the way statewide education
funding s distributed. Its purpose
is, in short, to direct more funding
to schools with pupils who are more
expensive to teach, such as English
language learners, rural students
and students living in poverty. Cou-
pled with the sharp rise in property
values statewide over thelast three
years — whichisreflectedina
town-by-town tax rate adjustment called the
Common Level of Appraisal, or CLA — many
district boards are bracing for the public’s
reaction to eye-popping taxincreases.

“Tomeit’sjust the perfect mess,” said Amy
Rex, superintendent of the Milton district.

“Imeanwith Act 127 and the CLA mess
that exists right now and, you know, 20- to
40-cent increases on homestead tax rates,
people don’t even want to hear the word
‘bond’ — especiallyin this community,” she
said. “And I get that. [ get it

Milton is far from alone in choosing to
continue to delay school upgrades. Last
month, the Sharon School Board moved to

“The skeptics' line is, 'you can't bank
on [the idea] if we build it, they will

come,
“We've already seen that if we don't

table a vote on aroughly $10 million bond for
security upgrades and other renovations on
the Sharon Elementary School, citing uncer-
tainty surrounding tax increases this year.

But a few districts are still moving forward,
taking their chances because they feel they
have no choice. In some locations, school
leaders believe that major work can simply
no longer be deferred.

One of them is Mountain Views Super-
visory Union — composed of Barnard,
Bridgewater, Killington, Plymouth, Pomfret,
Reading and Woodstock. That district ranked
second worst in the state’s recently complet-
ed facilities assessment.

Ford said. But countered:

build it, they will leave.”

March 5 voters will be asked to decide
whether to approve a $99 million bond to
fund the construction of a new school.

“We absolutely can’t afford to wait,” Ben
Ford, a Mountain Views board member who’s
leading the school bond campaign, said in an
interview, citing ever-growing construction
costs. “We're not doing our students or our
taxpayers any favors by continuing to wait.”

‘If it were free we would rejoice’

Woodstock Union High School and
Middle School first went into service in the
late 1950s. Now, failing systems, the district
mulled its options. It considered three pos-

School bonds - 7
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Killington Select Board Forum sparks contentious debate

By Sarah Calvin

On Wednesday, Feb. 21, the Killing-
ton Pico Area Association (KPAA) hosted
aSelectBoard candidate forum for the
public. Incumbent Jim Haff and chal-
lenger Andrew Gieda are vying for the
openseaton the board and answered
aseries of questions, which they were
given the day prior.

Around 25 people attended the forum
inperson. Itwas also livestreamed on
Facebook where 38-46 more people
watched live, and over 1,000 have
watched since. The video s also avail-
able onPegTV. The candidates respond-
ed to aseries of prepared questions.

Local businessman Andrew Gieda
introduced himself as an educated
immigrant who is willing to work for
his dreams. Born in Belarus, Gieda first
cameto the U.S. as part of the J-1 work
visa program, which allows foreign
college students the opportunity to work
intheU.S. during their summer break.
After completing the program, Gieda
matriculated into Castleton State College
in2005, graduating in 2009 with a degree

inbusiness management. He currently
isthe owner of Killington-based home
design company InStone Design.

Select Board incumbent Jim Haff
opened with hislove of skiing, citing
Killington Resort as his initial reason
tomove to the area. Haff and his wife, a
Rutland native, raised three daughtersin
Killington, all of whom now attend/at-
tended Smith College in Massachusetts.
Haffis alongtimelocal, having moved in
1997. He became interested in town gov-
ernment in 2006 and firstran for Select
Board in 2010, serving three years.

He said he doesn’twant to go backto
the days when the town was divided “us
versus them.

He currently also serves as the interim
zoning administrator for the town.

When each candidate was asked why
they are qualified to be on the Select
Board, Giedareiterated the importance
ofhis college degree, also citing his back-
ground in construction as an aid to the
town’s Killington Forward initiative. Haff
described his previous work with

the Killington Forward program and his
previous nine years on the Select Board.

Giedaisrunning on a platform of
change, seeking to energize Killington
voters torally around a fresh perspec-
tive. Haffis counting on his established
track-record within the town and his
previous work with local government
aswell as private-public partnerships to
win him another term.

The next topic presented was the pro-
posed municipal budget, which includes
a9% increase for FY2025.

Haffsaid he fully supports the budget,
which sees a greater allotment for the
Killington Fire Department. The fire
departmentrecently came under town
control after asking for aid due to an
increased call volume and waining
volunteerism.

“[The Select Board] is making it so
that this townis safe and thereis a fire
departmenthere that can answer every
calland getto your house,” said Haff,
adding thatmost of the calls are for the

Candidate forum - 8

KMS student Pippa Scott aims to raise
awareness of teen suicide

By Chelsea Pond

The Community News Service is a program in which Uni-
versity of Vermont students work with professional editors to
provide content for local news outlets at no cost.

On Sunday, Feb. 18, a frigid and snowy night at the
Killington Grand Hotel, non-profit organization Ride for
Mental Health held an event to raise
money and educate attendees about
theimportance of mental health.

The organization, started by 17-year-
old Killington Mountain School student
Pippa Scott, aims to prevent suicide,
remove the stigma associated with
mental health and openly talk to kids
who are struggling. Scott was driven
to create the organization after losing
three ofher teammates over the years
to suicide.

The main event was a presentation
from Scott, that she said she wanted “to
be more like a conversation.”

She proceeded to create a very per-

the audience questions and having peo-
pleraise their hand if they could relate or
agree with what she was saying.

People shared their stories about the effects of mental
health and suicide. One crowd member shared how their
co-workers have died by suicide, while another shared the
effect their job has on their mental health.

Scott then emphasized the importance of mental health
awareness, especially in teenagers. She shared that suicide
isthe second leading cause of death among people aged 10
to34inthe U.S,, and that nearly 20% of high school students
reportserious consideration of suicide within a 12-month
period. On top of that, Scott stated that 95% of teenagers

Grand Hotel about teen suicide.

have access to a smartphoneleading to increasing social
media pressure and cyberbullying.

“Now, the simplest [solution] I can see for this is for ev-
eryone to throw out their phones and not use social media.
That solves nothing, because that will never happen—itis

super unrealistic,” Scott said. “We need
to make social media a more positive
place for people to talk. We need to
make itso that there aren’t unrealistic
goals via Photoshop and you're not only
posting the best parts of your life.”
AsaKMS athlete herself, Scott
also spoke to mental health in sports,
including the pressure to succeed and
the sense of failure when youdon't,
the connection athletes have to their
sportand theimpactit can have when
they are not able to compete. To Scott,
one of the most crucial pieces of this is
speaking with and educating coaches
aboutmental health.

“We tend to spend so much time
talking to coaches because they're the
ones who are with the athletes the most.
They're the ones who are seeing when their athletes are
pushing themselves to the limit,” Scott said, adding, “edu-
cating coaches can save so many lives.”

When asked about the future of the organization, Scott
spoke of the struggles of fundraising with a small non-profit.

By Chelsea Pond
Pippa Scott, a Killington Mountain
sonal and peaceful environment, asking  School student, speaks at Killington’s

“Nobody really wants to give money to a small non-prof-
it,” Scott said.

Despite that, she has plans to focus on expanding and
talking with bigger brands that have to do with mental health.

For moreinformation, visit the Ride for Mental Health
website at: rideformh.org.

Age Strong Vermont

releases 10-year plan

Roadmap was shaped by public
input, focused on state resiliency

Vermonthealth officials announced the release of the Age
Strong VT 10-Year Action Plan, a comprehensive roadmap
designed to address the evolving needs of Vermont’s aging
population. The strategic plan, titled “Age Strong VT: A Vision
for the Future,” is the result of extensive public input.

The day the report wasreleased, Feb. 22, was also desig-
nated as Age Strong Vermont Day by the General Assembly.

Vermont's older population is the state’s fastest growing
age group. By 2030, one in three Vermonters will be over
the age of 60. As the state grapples with changing demo-
graphics, the Age Strong VT 10-Year Action Plan emerges as
avital tool, fostering optimism and providing a platform to
prepare and build on the state’s resiliency and strengths.

“From imagining the
best oflivable commu-
nities, to incorporating
public health equityin all
policies, this plan will be
avaluable resource for
communities, businesses,
non-profits and state poli-
cymakers,” said Health Commissioner Mark Levine.

Public comments revealed a diverse range of perspec-
tives. While some individuals expressed concerns about the
economy and the affordability ofliving as they age — issues
actively being addressed by the governor and state legis-
lature — many others applauded the plan for its positive
vision and strategic roadmap.

Noteworthy comments highlighted the plan’s emphasis
on leveraging the state’s strengths, such as community con-
nectedness, flexible transportation pilots, and inclusive arts
and recreation programs catering to individuals of all ages.

The Age Strong VT Plan aligns with and supports key
priorities to benefit everyone in Vermont, including:

1. Age-friendly housing: a future of affordable hous-
ing, convenient zoning, and infrastructure that sup-
ports aging in place, socialization, local business,
and community health.

2. Continuing education: increasing access to adult
learning opportunities for all generations, foster-
ing mental and social engagement, and cognitive
well-being beyond retirement.

3. Age-friendly health systems: Recognizing the im-
portance of patient-centered care for older adults,
Vermont hospitals, notably Grace Cottage Hospital,
prioritize prevention and treatment of dementia.

“Age Strong VT includes strategies that will support
Vermonters at all ages and stages oflife, including inclu-
sive transportation, accessible housing, opportunities
for healthy choices, social connection, and more,” said
Megan Tierney-Ward, interim commissioner of the Dept. of
Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living. “By proactively
building more age-friendly programs, services and commu-
nities we will build a resilient Vermont for everyone.”

Looking ahead, the Age Strong VT steering committee is
set to meet with state leadership this spring to discuss ave-
nues for successful plan implementation and monitoring.
Simultaneously, the committee will monitor ongoing plan
activities and create an Age Strong Vermont dashboard to
share progress with the public.

Age Strong VT invites people to join in the ongoing conver-
sation as the plan unfolds to ensure a vibrant future for all.

Formore information or to read the full action plan,
visit: HealthVermont.gov/AgeStrongVT.

By 2030, one in
three Vermonters
will be over the
age of 60.
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With spring construction season
ahead, the Dept. of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) wants to remind
Vermonters about additional re-
quirements to help protect the state’s
waterways.

“We understand that managing
construction sites to protect water
qualityis a year-round challenge,” said
DEC Commissioner Jason Batchelder.
“Using measures that reduce erosion
and keep soil on construction sites
helps us protect Vermont’s waterways
and their many benefits””

Construction activities may require
aVermont Construction General

Award Wlnnmg Inn Near Kllhngton \%\

Weddings, Corporate & Wellness Retreats, Reunion & Celebrations
(802) 775-2290 | redcloverinn.com

Courtesy the Dept. of Environmental Conservation
Top: Barrier tape marks the limits of the construction site. Bottom left: Stone or rock check dams slow erosion in drainage chan-
nels. Bottom right: Filter socks (a manufactured tube filled with shredded material) slow stormwater runoffon long open slopes.

State reminder: Spring
construction projects must take
measures to protect clean water

All projects over 1 acre require additional state permits

Permit 3-9020 when the total land
disturbanceis:

o Equaltoorgreaterthan1acre,

or

e Lessthan1acre-butispart

ofalarger common plan of
development - if the larger
development will ultimately
resultin the disturbance of 1 or
more acres.

Permittees must have a site-specific
Erosion Prevention and Sediment
Control (EPSC) plan or otherwise
complywith the Site Handbook for
Erosion Prevention and Sediment
Control, ifapplicable. Marking con-

struction limits of disturbance, install-
ingbest management practices, and
promptly stabilizing disturbed areas
ensures the protection of Vermont'’s
surface waters.

“Permittees help us not only reduce
erosion but also cut costs to maintain
infrastructure such as road ditches
and storm sewers,” said Batchelder.
“Our department offers resources to
help Vermonters understand the full
suite of measures, follow the permit
requirements, and protect our remark-
able surface waters from streams and
rivers to ponds, lakes, and wetlands.”

For more info, visit dec.vermont.gov.

Red &

Clover Inn

become a

VOLUNTEER INDEPENDENT PRODUCER (VIP)

Learn how to record community ev
or produce your o :

show!

The workshop is fun; easy, shortand free'to any'r resident
of Rutland County, 18 orolc
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Census captures changes
In Vermont agriculture

By Dr. Vern Grubinger, UVM extension vegetable and berry specialist

The first Census of Agriculture was con-
ducted in 1840, when Vermont produced
3.7 million pounds of wool from 1.7 million
sheep, and just $1.4 million of milk. Since
then, data collected at regular intervals
has documented ongoing, often dramatic,
changesin farming.

The mostrecent census, taken in 2022,
was justreleased this month. The 475-page
Vermontreport describes the products,
land and people that comprise its farm

dairy to other products, making agriculture
more diverse.

Vermont now has 744 farms selling
vegetables and 471 farms selling berries.
There are 507 farms in the greenhouse and
nursery business, 441 orchards and 266
farms selling Christmas trees.

Vermont has 1,345 farms with laying
hens, 222 farms selling chickens and 123
raise turkeys. There are 1,526 farms with
beef cows, 1,012 farms with horses, 419

community, which now farms with goats and
producesjust 72,813 Vermont's agriculture is 300 farms with pigs.
pounds of wool from : Vermontleads
rowing. Sales of farm
17,888 sheep and $599 d g.Sales o the nationin maple
million of milk. products now exceed production. Its 1,433
Vermont has 6,537 one billion dollars, up sugar.m'akers produced
farms, down 4% 3.1 million gallons of
from 2017. The state by 32% since 2017. syrup worth $112 mil-

has 1,173,890 acres

of farmland, butlost 19,547 acres since
2017, presumably to development. These
declines are attributable in part to the loss
of 313 dairy farms over the same five years,
adrop of 37%.

The number of milk cows declined less,
by 18%, to 105,514. The fluid milk pro-
duced by the remaining 528 cow dairies
accounts for 58% of all agricultural sales in
Vermont. Furthermore, there are 265,275
forage acres, 110,962 pasture acres and
74,800 corn silage acres, most of which
feed cows.

This data shows how important dairy
isto Vermont’s agricultural economy and
landscape.

Looking back 20 years, to the 2002
Census, Vermont had 6,571 farms, about
the same as today, but 1,508 were dairies.
Sonearly 1,000 farms have shifted from

Desk jobs aren’t for everyone.

lion from 8.5 million
taps. That’s a big increase from 2 million
gallons worth $58 million, gathered from
5.9 million tapsin 2017.

Most farms in Vermont, and across the
country, are small. The census requires
only $1,000 in annual agricultural sales to
qualify as a farm. Over half of Vermont’s
farms sell less than $10,000 of products a
year, and only 19% of farms report sales
over $100,000.

The average sales per farm is $159,373,
but only 43% of farms report net gains.

Vermont agriculture may be diverse,
butitis also consolidated. Just 3% of
farms account for two-thirds of all agri-
cultural sales.

Importantly, farms provide more value
than just the food they produce, or the
money they make. Vermont has 1,461

Censusof Ag > 5

Some of us want work that moves.
Workwyou can see. Work that matters.

Others might call it “dirty.” But we don’t mind.

At Casella, hard work isn’t just a means to an end.
It’s something you can build a life on.
And.it’s important work that keeps society moving.

That’s the power of

Alternative to new build was
presented to Killington Select Board

By Curt Peterson

The $99,000,000 bond
foramiddle/high schoolin
Woodstockis not the only
option, according to Killing-
ton Selectman Jim Haff.

Four years ago amuch
less expensive proposal was
presented to the Mountain
Views Supervisory Union
(MVSU), that would have
fixed many of its failing
systems and extended the
usefullife of the building 15-
20years, according to the
proposal made by Johnson
Controls, Inc. (JCI). Haff
invited Dean Angelites of
JCI to the regular Killing-
ton Select Board meeting,
Monday, Feb. 26, to show
the board and voting public
that option.

Killingtonis one of seven
sending towns to MVSU
- Bridgewater, Pomfret,
Barnard, Woodstock,
Plymouth and Reading, the
other district members. The
$99 million bond is on the
school district ballot, March
5, Town Meeting Day.

Haffbelieves the current
new build proposalis too
expensive — and too small.

Thisis the firstyearin 16
that Haffhasnotbeen on
the district school board. He
was mostrecently also the
chair of the buildings and
grounds committee.

He worked closely with
JCIon the $10 million

proposal, which included
upgrades and efficiencies
to all the existing building in
the districts — the middle
school/high school as well
asthe elementary schools.

“The ‘New Build’ com-
mittee turned our sugges-
tions down flat,” Haff said.
“The ‘New Build’ committee
said theywouldn’t put
another penny into the
existing facility.”

Ben Ford, vice-chair of
the MVSU board and chair
ofthe New Build committee
told the Mountain Times
investing millions of dollars
inrenovating the existing
building would justadd
that much to the total cost
when the new building is
constructed, one reason the

proposal was rejected.
While the original $10
million plan was rejected, a
smaller $3 million plan from
JCIhasbeenimplemented
in the elementary schools.
And anew propane heating
system was installed at the
middle school/high school.
While Angelites said

To apply, text
or visit

“Whatever we proposed, the New
Build people just kept shutting us
down,” Haff said. “They made it
clear,” he said. “They wanted a new
building, no matter what.”

much of the incentive sav-
ings available 4 or 5 years
ago arenow gone, and the
costfor afullrenovation
would be upwards of $35
million-$45 million, he
contended: “The renova-
tions would have provided a
bigger, better school for half
the proposed cost of new
construction. And we can
stilldoit”

Haffalso questioned the
MVSU projection for the tax
impact of the $99 million
bond.

“There’s no way there will
be ‘no payments’ due for the
first three years,” Haff said.

According to Ford, the
bond banktermsinclude a
statutory delay in payments
for up to five years. “We plan

to delay only three years,”
Ford said.

“Whatever we proposed,
the New Build people just
kept shutting us down,” Haff
said, “theymade it clear:
Theywanted a new build-
ing, no matter what””

Asthe MVSU New Build

Alternative > 8
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Young writers
challenged to tell
a story in just two

sentences

The Children’s Literacy Foundation (CLiF) announced
thelaunch ofits second annual Two-Sentence Writing Con-
teston Feb. 22. Open to all Vermont and New Hampshire
children aged 12 and under, the contest is free to enter, and
prizes will be awarded to top submissions in each of four
categories.

This year’s contest challenges young writers to “tell a
two-sentence story that takes place in the sky.” Loosely tied
to the upcoming total eclipse on April 8, 2024, the contest
draws inspiration from the stories and legends ancient
civilizations invented to explain sky phenomena.

CLiF’s inaugural Two-Sentence Writing Contest, held
lastyear in February 2023, asked young writers to tell a story
about winter, and drew over 700 submissions from across
the Twin States.

“The range of creative expression demonstrated by the
stories was truly amazing,” said CLiF Project Specialist Mary
Edith Leichliter. “With just two sentences to work with, it’s
incredible whatkids can come up with. We had comedy,
horror, tragedy, sci-fi...you name it. We can’t wait to read
the stories generated by this year’s theme!”

The categories for this year’s contest are divided as
follows: Kindergarten and younger; grades 1 and 2; grades 3
and 4; and grades 5 and 6. The winner of each category will
receive a five-booklibrary from CLiF, curated to their age
and interests.

A downloadable entry template can be found by visiting:
clifonline.org/writing-contest-2024. Entries must be
received by email (communications@clifonline.org) or
mail (CLiF Writing Contest, 3579 Waterbury-Stowe Road,
Waterbury Center, VT 05677) by March 29, 2024. Winners
will be announced in early April.

For more information, visit clifonline.org.

Census of AQ: ..
from page 4
farms with solar panels, generating renewable energy. The
state also boasts 797 farms with 143,774 acres under con-
servation easement, protecting farmland for the future.
Additionally, 323 farms engaged in agritourism attract
visitors from near and far. And the state gains a modi-
cum of food self-reliance from 1,639 farms that sell $42
million of products direct to consumers, and1,066 farms
thatsell $101 million of
products to retail stores Just 3% of
and institutions. Together

they account for 14% of all farms account

farm sales. for two-thirds of
Vermont’s agriculture ]
is growing. Sales of farm all agricultural

products now exceed one sales.

billion dollars, up by 32%

since 2017. The state has 12,470 farmers (41% are women),
about the same as five years ago, but their average age
increased from 55.9 to 57.7 years old. During that time, the
state lost 1.6% of its farmland.

Policies that could help the future of farming in
Vermonter include: helping to lower the average age of
farmers by attracting and supporting more new farmers;
slowing the loss of farmland with more land conservation
and forward-looking land use policies; and improving
farmers’ income by buying more of their products.

Formore information, visit: nass.usda.gov/AgCensus.

TOWN OF

KILLINGTON
VERMONT

WARNING:

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING:
March 4, 2024
&
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING:
March 5, 2024

The legal voters of the Town of Killington, County of Rutland, State of Vermont are hereby
warned and notified to meet at the Killington Town Office at 2706 River Road in Killington
on Tuesday, March 5, 2024, from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. to vote by Australian ballot on the
following Articles.

Legal voters are further warned that a public informational hearing will take place at the
Killington Public Safety Building at 800 Killington Road in Killington and via electronic
means on Monday, March 4, 2024, at 7:00 PM. For information on how to participate in
this public informational hearing, please see the Public Informational Hearing Notice and
Agenda posted herewith.

Article 1. To elect the following town officers:

o A moderator for a term of one year;

o A selectboard member for a term of three years;

o Alister for a term of three years;

o A cemetery commissioner for a term of three years;

o Alibrary trustee for a term of five years;

Article 2. Shall property taxes be paid in three installments: the first due August 15,
2024, and the overdue subject to interest after August 25, 2024; the second due November
15, 2024, and overdue subject to interest after November 25, 2024; and the third due
February 15, 2025, with the total tax delinquent after February 25, 20257

Article 3. Shall the voters approve total general fund expenditures of $7,021,304 of which
an estimated $300,000 shall be applied from the 2023 general fund balance, $4,842,314 shall
be raised by property taxes, and 1,878,990 in estimated non-property tax revenue for the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2024?

Article 4. Shall the Town of Killington authorize cannabis retailers and the retail portions
of integrated licensee operations in the Town pursuant to 7 V.S.A §863?

Article 5. Shall the town authorize the Selectboard to perform a study on the impacts of
leaving the Mountain View Supervisory Union?

Dated at Killington, Vermont this 22 day of January 2024.

KQKMW{QV/ﬂ Mﬁu(ﬁ%-m

yéphen Finneron Christopher Karr
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District name

Norwich

Rutland Town

Pittsfield

Mt. Ascutney SD

Hartford

Hartland

Weathersfield

Quarry Valley UUSD

Sharon

Metawee School District
Mountain Views School District
Barstow UUSD

Otter Valley UUSD

Rutland City

Springfield

Ira

First Branch USD

Wells Spring Unified Union District
Slate Valley UUSD

Mill River UUSD
Rochester-Stockbridge USD
Green Mountain USD

White River Unified District
Ludlow - Mt. Holly UUSD

Act 127 tax implications: ...

from page 1
students, English language learners and students at rural schools, on the understanding
that these groups are more expensive to educate.

Everyyear, towns in Vermont send money raised through property taxes to the state ed-
ucation fund. The fund in turn distributes money back out to school districts to pay a large
portion of the annual school budgets approved by each school districts’ voters.

The Agency of Education recently provided data to legislators on how every school dis-
trict’s share of weighted pupils statewide has changed as a result of Act 127.

It’'s complicated, but this change in weighted pupil share directly impacts homestead
property taxes.

Asschool district’s budget drives the homestead tax rate up or down in a given year based
on the district’s education spending per “weighted pupil,” a count arrived at by multi-
plying the weights assigned to certain categories of students
by the district’s number of students in those categories. (For
non-homestead properties, a category thatincludes properties
owned by businesses, rental units and second homes, this is less
relevant. That’s because the Legislature sets one tax rate — before
atown-level adjustment called the Common Level of Appraisal
(CLA) — tomeet the remaining education spending needs.)

The new pupil weighting system in Act 127 means that for almost every district, its share of
the total weighted pupils statewide has changed. Towns that have increased their share of the
statewide total “weighted pupil” count now have higher tax capacity, and those that have had
their share reduced now have lower tax capacity.

A gain in tax capacity means that school districts will receive more funding for the same
taxrate — or alower taxrate for the same fundinglevel. Decreased tax capacity means
districts will need a higher tax rate to receive the same funding level or will receive reduced
funding for the same taxrate.

Act 127, when it was originally passed, had contained a provision intended to make the
phase-in of these changes more gradual by capping the amount that any district’s home-

The local districts that lost the

most capacity were Norwich at

-19%, Rutland Town at -17% and
Pittsfield at -8%.

Norwich

Rutland Town

Ludlow - Mt Holly

% change in share of total
weighted pupils statewide

-20% or more 0% +20% or more

Data courtesy state of Vermont, map by VT Digger
Map shows how school districts throughout the state have
been effected by the new changes in tax capacity as a result
of Act 127’s most recent updates in calculations.

stead taxrate could go up each year at 5% for the next five years. But alarge jump in staff
health care costs and the loss of Covid-19 pandemic-era federal funding, among other
factors, hasled all school districts in the state to propose budgets that increase education
spending by an average of almost 15% over the currentyear.

Due to these unique circumstances, every district in the state would exceed the cap,
according torecent calculations by the Agency of Education. As aresult, if the cap remained
in place, taxrates for non-homestead properties would skyrocket.

Inrecent weeks, lawmakers have raced to repeal the 5% cap and put a new transition
mechanism into law. The House approved a bill, H.850, to do that on Feb. 14, then Senate
passeditonFeb. 21, and the governor promptly signed it on Feb. 22.

The new mechanism will provide a 1-cent discount on a district’s homestead tax rate (per
$100 in property value) for every percentage loss in its share of
statewide weighted pupils. The discount would be reduced by
20% over each of the next five years. Only tax rates for residents
of school districts that lost weighted pupil share due to Act 127
will receive the adjustment.

So, for example, the Norwich school district in the Upper
Valley is among those that lost the most tax capacity, with a
19% loss in its share of the state’s weighted pupils. The new transition mechanism would
reduce that district’s pre-CLA homestead property taxrate by 19 cents this year, 15.2
cents nextyear and so on.

The impact of these changes will be blunted somewhat for the roughly two-thirds of
homestead property taxpayers with annual household incomes below a limit, set this year
at $128,000. Those taxpayers are eligible for a property tax credit of up to $8,000 depending
on theirincome and the value of their property.

The law also now allows school districts to revise their budgets and push back their annu-
al meetings, in which they are considered by voters, until April 15, if necessary.

Ethan Weinstein and Kristen Fountain from VIDigger contributed reporting.
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Avrally for the bond to build a new middle school/high school was held Saturday on The Green in Woodstock. Voters will vote on the measure, March 5.

A rendering of the proposed new middle/high school in Woodstock would be built adjacent
to the existing building, if passed. The $99 million bonds is up for vote March 5.

Courtesy MVSU

let’s buijlg
together

By Jaimie Ziobro

By Glenn Russell/VTDigger
Buildings and Grounds Manager Paul Woodman holds a section of original piping at Wood-
stock Union Middle School and High School on Monday, January 15, 2024.
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from page 1
sibilities: a renovation, building around existing buildings,
and building new.

At $51 million, renovation wouldn’t “move the needle”
when it comes to the school reaching its goals of creat-
ing spaces for modern education and improving energy
efficiency, said Ford, the Mountain Views school board
member leading the new schoolinitiative.

“Thatwas not attractive in terms of an expenditure level
that high to achieve such amodest outcome,” he said,
“particularly where you're thinking, ‘What if we do that?
Can we even make the building, you know, fire code, or
ADA [Americans with Disabilities Act] compliant?’ And the
answer is likely, ‘No”

Last Town Meeting Day, voters approved a bond to
begin designing and permitting a new school. Since a new
school was firstimagined, the price tag has ballooned with
inflation and rising construction costs, from about $65
million in 2019 to today’s $99 million, Ford said.

Ifthe bond passes, Ford said construction could begin
in 2025 next to the current school, so that students could
continue learning in the existing building. A new building
could be ready to open as early as the fall 2026 school year.

Ford acknowledged the taxburden of a $99 million
bond, and districtleaders have created an adjustable tax
calculator that allows voters to predict their estimated taxes

based on a variety of factors. The exact terms of the bond —
interestrate and length — as well as other variables like the
number of students in the district over time can be adjusted
and the effects on taxes estimated.

But Ford also sees additional ways of lightening the cost,
including private fundraising and the possibility of the state
construction aid. In fact the Agency of Education (AOE)
endorsed MVSU’s plans for its new middle/high school
construction project qualifying it for construction aid upon
the state’s reinstatement of the program on Feb. 16 (see
storyin last week’s edition, titled “Agency of Ed endorses
plan to build new Woodstock school”).

Perhaps mostimportantly, Ford believes thata new
school would attract more students, both from out-of-district
towns and those locally choosing to attend other schools,
ultimately lowering education costs down the road.

“There is competition for our students,” he said.
Anecdotally, more students are tuitioning into other
area schools like Hanover High School, Kimball Union
Academy, and Upper Valley Waldorf School, according to
Ford. Currently Mountain Views attracts only a fraction of
students from nearby school-choice towns.

“The skeptics’ line is, ‘you can’t bank on [the idea] if we
build it, they will come,” Ford said. But countered: “We've
already seen thatifwe don’t build it, they will leave.”

Skeptics have indeed homed in on the notion thata new
school could boost enrollment, as well as the overall cost of
construction. Suzanne Wooten, Jennifer Falvey and Peggy
Fraser are three district residents who have helped organize
a “grassroots movement” against the bond as it’s written.

“Ifitwere free, we would rejoice,” Falvey said. But with
property taxes already expected to increase upward of 20%,
she instead supports renovation. “We all have to make hard
decisions when it comes to the finances,” she said. “We
cannot afford this.”

Ford said that, historically, Town Meeting Day has seen
low voter turnout. For that reason, getting out the vote is a
top priority for the board, with a preliminary target of 1,250
“yes” votes.

Districtleaders are also hosting information sessions
in area towns leading up to the vote. There, they hope to
convey their sense of urgency to make the investment.

Ford called those sessions “one of the most effective”
methods of conveying the need for anew school.

“You actually have to facilitate conversations, first and
foremost, and get into a discussion with people,” he said.
“Those that have come out and learned about the plan
versus the alternatives understand that this is the most
cost-effective return on our investment for our students,
community and taxpayers over time.”




8- STAPE NEWS

The Mountain Times * Feb. 28 - March 5, 2024

Governor Scott signs education
financing bill H.850

Warns Legislature: more work is needed to control costs

Governor Phil Scott signed H.850, an act
relating to transitioning education financ-
ing to the new system for pupil weighting,
on Thursday, Feb. 22. The new law seeks
toreduce property tax increases this year,
which could reach 20% without action by
local school districts, according to Scott.

When signing the bill,
Governor Scott warned
that the changes would not
themselves solve the edu-
cation fundingincreases
in aletter to the General
Assembly.

“To be clear, this bill does
notsolve our property tax
problem,” Scott wrote. “These changes will
onlyreduce rates if school boards adjust
their budgets accordingly and local voters
support those changes. It’s also important
to note the projected spending increase
thisyear is $243 million, so even if every
single school board makes adjustments
to their budget, we’re unlikely to avoid
significant property tax increases. And we
should notignore how difficult the choices
that some communities will have to make
around staffing, program offerings, and
services.

“| called on the Legislature to address
the cost pressures this bill added — and
avoid adding more costs — ‘before this
new formula takes effect,
in a letter to the General Assembly.

“What that means is our work in this
area has justbegun, which is exactly the
same thing I said whenIsigned S.287 of
2022 — the bill that enacted the 5% cap
H.850 repeals. In that same signing letter,
Isaid ‘We also know this bill risks further
increasing the cost of our education system

Scott wrote

in a way that compounds these underly-
ing [inequity] issues — particularly if we
continue to see fewer and fewer students
alongside annual school budget growth
0f3%-4%, on average. I called on the
Legislature to address the cost pressures
this billadded — and avoid adding more
costs — ‘before this new formula takes ef-
fect)” Scott’s letter to the General Assembly
continued.

“Had the Legislature worked with me to
do so, we would all be in a better place to-

H.850 > 17

ScorT
BaugHman

WRITE-IN GANDIDATE

For Sherburne Riverside
Cemetery Commissioner

ELECTION DAY
March 5, 2024

The current cemetery commissioners,
Truman Bates and Paul Holmes, fully
support Scott’s candidacy and request
that you write-in “Scott Baughman for
Cemetery Commissioner” on the Town
of Killington ballot.

Thank You

Candidate forum: ...

from page 2
departments EMT services, notfire, “85% of
our calls are emergency calls for health, not
fire,” he said.

When asked the same question, Gieda
called the town budget “incorrect and illegal”
asthe budgetincludes salary increases for
town employees and Haff, who himselfis
employed by the town, did not abstain from
voting.

Haffrebutted that the town gotlegal advice
on thatmatter and because it was a 3% raise
across the board for all employees, it
was nota special consideration.

Gieda feels thereis awidespread
“lack of accountability” amongst
town governments, and thinks
allowing employees to vote on their
own payis an ethical violation. He
furthered his point by holdingup a
clear plastic water bottle and a soda
bottle, comparing himselfto the clear bottle
and Haffto the sodabottle and calling for
greater transparency within local politics.

Haffresponded by citing the town’s public
notices in advance of meetings and the ability
tolistenin viaZoom as well. The candidates
traded cutting remarks, with Gieda recounting
an experience in which he felthe was kept out
ofwhat should have been public proceedings
and Haff suggesting Gieda doesn’tunderstand
how governmentworks. The debate was sub-
sequently moved along by the moderator, who
asked the candidates what their priorities for
the town would be should they be elected.

“My priorities [are] to make sure that Kill-
ington Forward keeps on going forward,” said
Haff, referring to plans thatinclude construct-
inganew municipal water system, extensive
road reconstruction and a workforce housing
development, which will also support Great
Gulf'snewresortvillage (the increment tax
of which pays for the majority of those plans).
“This town has alot of issues going in front of it,
especially with our taxrates.”

Giedaresponded, “My number one priority
is to bring back the volunteers [and] lower our
fire department budget. We have to watch our
expenses, we have to be efficient”

Gieda emphasized he'd like to see Great

Both candidates also discussed
the obstacles the town faces...
The biggest issue put forth was
the question of the proposed new
building at Woodstock High School.

Gulfbegin breaking ground on their devel-
opment at Killington Resort’s Snowshed and
Ramshead base area so the town could see
some income from the project as soon as pos-
sible. After thathappens, he said, he’'d be open
to the town government expanding, but would
prefer to keep costs low for townspeople until
the project can generate some revenue.

When asked what he thinks Killington does
best, Giedarecalled the immediate outpour-
ing of aid and donations his neighbor received

when her house burned down, and heldup a
Vermont Strong license plate, reminding the
audience how the community came together
during Hurricane Irene in 2011 and again
during the flooding this past summer.

Both candidates also discussed the obsta-
cles the town faces, such aslack of affordable
housing, expensive taxrates, and the absence
of a unified municipal water system.

The biggestissue put forth was the question
ofthe proposed new building at Woodstock
High School. Haffis against the construction
ofa completely new building.

“We can'tafford the schoolasanew
school,” he said. “Where is that money going
to come from?I'm for anew schoolifwe can
getother schoolsto close, solam for anew
building but not for 600 [students].”

“We can’t spend the money we don’t have,”
Gieda agreed. “In Europe, some buildings
canbe 300years old and they're still standing.
[This plan is to] demolish a building and spend
$100 million plus. My kid might go there in 10
years, but then, am I going to be still around?

I can’tafford to live here, that's the reason I'm
running. Everything is [becoming too expen-
sive] and it’s pushing uslocals out of here.”

To view the recording of the entire debate,
visit pegtv.com.

ABEINALIVE: ...ttt
from page 4
committee toured district restarting the program. he thinks the new campus
towns promoting the new Haffpointed out that the will attract more students,

building plan prior to the
Town Meeting Day vote,
the state is making moves
tore-establish support for
infrastructure financing.
Ford said the state’s
Task Force for School
Construction Aid has
“pre-approved” state
funding for up to 30% of
the bond, should it be
reinstated. According to
Ford, the district’s architect
has been working with the
Task Force and feels they
are “very serious” about

state’s approval came with the
statement that the per-stu-
dentsquare-footage of the
projectwas 30% too large.
“Tim is correct,” Ford
said, “but that’s by stan-
dards established in the
1950s and 1960s. For
example, modern special
education requirements in-
clude one-on-one tutoring
in an enclosed room. Those
old limitations are being
reviewed on arush basis.”
Haff, also questioned the
committee’s claims, saying

callingit an unreasonable
expectation.

Ford said the district has
gained 150 students in the
first six grades in the past
two years — illustrating
that growth estimates are
reasonable.

Haff counted, “But the
total student enrollment
has actually decreased
from 1,060 to 1,000 per the
district’s currentdata —a
loss of 60 students since
2021,” he giggled, pointing
to the school report.
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Difficult choices

Itwas widely known that putting togeth-
er the next state budget was going to be
tight. All the extra
federal money that
came to Vermont
during the pandem-
p ic, has previously
been appropriated
and staterevenue
growth has slowed.
The governor’s
proposed budget
for Fiscal Year 2025
(beginningJuly1,
2024) had an overall
increase in ongoing spending of approxi-
mately 3.4%, which is less than what wages

By Rep. Jim
Harrison

challengingis an understatement.

On Friday, the House Appropriations
Chair asked committee members to look
atour respective budget areas over the
weekend and come up with some proposed
reductions.

More difficult choices will also face
school boards and voters in the coming
weeks as property taxes are expected to
dramatically increase, even for those that
have received tax credits based on income
inthe past.

The governor has signed into law H.850,
which removes the 5% cap on homestead
property taxrates many believed led to
higher education budgets and gives districts
more time to prepare and adopt school

and benefits are increas- budgets this year.
ing for state employees. ) Upon signing the legis-
In outlining his The De pt. of Public lation, Scottsaid, “But

budget plan earlier this
session, Governor Scott

Service offered an
alternative plan to

to be clear, this bill does
notsolve our property tax

said we must live within problem. These changes
our means and resist achieve 100% at a will only reduce rates if
the temptation by some ) school boards adjust their
toraise taxes. If seniors lower cost but it budgets accordingly..”

on social security are was opposed by the Keylawmakers,
expected to get by with ) including Senate leader
the 3.2% cost of living groups advocati ng Phil Baruth, acknowl-

adjustment this year, our
state government should
be able to do the same.

One of thereductions
suggested in the administration’s proposed
budgetis to close the fish hatchery in Salis-
bury. The planned closing of the historic
hatchery, which produces about five mil-
lion trout eggs annually for other hatcher-
ies, hasraised the ire of sportsmen groups
around the state. State officials indicate
keeping the facility open beyond 2027 could
resultin a costly upgrade ($10 million) to
install new treatment measures to meet the
state’s water quality standards.

Members of the Appropriations Com-
mittee have probably received more emails
concerning this budgetitem than any other
thus far this session, all of which oppose the
closing. Most of the messages close with
this note, “With all the money being spent
elsewhere, we should support this facility.”

Of course, when a cut to another pro-
gram is proposed, another group says, “not
so fast”” Difficult choices are ahead.

To further add to the budget pressures:

o  Thestatehas millionsinfloodrelat-

ed costs from last summer;

e Over$70millioninrequestsfrom
lastweek’s public hearing on the
budget; and

o Aproposalfornearly $200 million
annually to build more affordable
housing.

Andbefore we even begin crafting the
House version of the FY25 budget, the Leg-
islature developed a $15 million shortfall
through extra expenditures in the current
year budget adjustment bill.

To say that the next few weeks will be

for local energy
providers.

edged that the Legislature
needs to come up with
“groundbreaking” ways
to contain pre-Kto12
education costs. Willithappen this year is
anopen question.

Other issues of interest:

o Asignificantnew and controversial
renewable energy bill is expected
to be voted on by the full House in
the coming week. Thelegislation,
H.289, requires most of the state’s
electricity to come from 100%
renewable sources by 2030, with an
emphasis onlocally based sources,
such as solar and wind. Currentlaw
requires 75% renewable by 2032.
The estimated additional costs to
ratepayers are between $400 mil-
lionand $1 billion over the next 11
years according to the nonpartisan
Joint Fiscal Office of the Legislature.
The Dept. of Public Service offered
an alternative plan to achieve 100%
atalower costbutitwas opposed
by the groups advocating forlocal
energy providers. Under the bill,
additional power needs will not
come from large hydro and often
lower cost sources, such as Hydro
Quebec.

e Abill, S.18, to ban flavored tobacco,
including menthol, was advanced
by the House Ways & Means Com-
mittee on Friday on a 7-5 vote after
itwas amended to postpone im-
plementation for another year. The
motivation for the delay is to avoid
an estimated $10-15 million deficit

Harrison > 16

Select Board candidate questions
personal property tax as an on-your-
honor town-by-town revenue source

By Curt Peterson

When Select Board candidate Andrew Gieda confronted current board members about
Killington’s personal property tax at a recent public meeting, it garnered attention.

Gieda claimed alarge percentage of eligible Killington businesses were not filing their
“personal property tax” reports, and that the self-reporting process encouraged filers to
minimize their obligation. He challenged the selectmen to do something about “the large
amount ofrevenue” the town is missing due to lack of compliance and enforcement.

There is a Vermont personal property tax that applies to business tangible assets. Accord-
ing to Hartland Board of Listers Chair Stacy Bradley, the taxhad existeded in all Vermont

Rutland ballot: ...

from page 1
hesaid, explaining most dentists in the area
are nearly 70 years old and there may notbe
enough dentists to meet the future demand.

The fluoride issue appeared on the ballot
backin 2016, when about 60% of residents
rejected the charter change.

“It costs money for people who don’t
want itin their water to remove it from the
water and I think it's unfair to put the onus
on the people who don’t want itin their wa-
ter,” said Lopi Laroe, alocal artist in Rutland.

Budget up 7%

Voters will also decide on a $25,128,435
city budget, which is up about 7% from last
year’s $23,261,061 budget.

Most of the increase comes from an 18%
salaryincrease for police.

Seven Aldermen candidates

There are seven candidates running for
five seats on the Rutland City Board of Alder-
men. Larry Cupoli and Cheryl Hooker aren’t
seeking reelection while incumbents Sharon
Davis, Anna Tadio, and Michael Talbott will
appear on the ballot again.

Matt Whitcomb, who previously served
ontheboard, is also running again, along
with political newcomer Eddie Grove, former
City Clerk Henry Heck and Bob PearoJr.

The candidates appeared at a forum
recorded by PegTV on Feb. 21

Davis, who has served on the board for 34
years, said she brings “a checkand balance
totheboard”

Davis said she’s concerned about the

Woodstock ballot: ...

from page 1
the tax could deter shoppers.
Board seats

While there are no contested Select
Board seats, Laura Powell and Scott Smith
are competing for a one-year term on the
School Board.

Powell, an active volunteer and current
Select Board member, is not seeking reelec-
tion for Select Board. Powell also serves on
the planning commission.

Smith is the owner of Red Wagon Toy
Company in Woodstock.

Jill Davies, an active volunteer and found-
er of the Woodstock Community Trust and
Lauren Thompson, the controller at Wood-
stockInn and Resort, are competing for a

Personal property tax > 15

growing taxrate in the city and crime.

Talbott,a communication professor at
Castleton University, has served two terms
ontheboard and spent thelastyear as the
president. He moved to Rutland 10 years
ago, explaining Rutland offered him the best
quality oflife.

“My number one priorityis housing,” said
Talbot.

Whitcomb, who previously served on the
board for five years, works as a senior health-
care administrator. Whitcomb is hoping to
rejoin the Aldermen to focus on policing
issues.

“We have to figure outhowto recruitand
retain officers,” he said.

Grove said thisis his first time running for
office. He works as a graphic designer and is
an avid mountain biker who moved to town
lastyear from Maryland.

Grove said he’s running to be a “positive
change for the community... Hopefully the
ideasIhave are good at that,” he said.

Heck, alifelong Vermont resident, was on
the board for three years prior to 2007, when
hebecame the city town clerk.

Heckwas ousted from the clerk position
after a political clash with newly elected
Mayor Mike Doenges last March.

Heck said his extensive knowledge about
the city and elections would benefit the city.

Tadio, who grewup in Rutland, works as
anattorney in Rutland City and is seeking
re-election.

three-year trustee of public funds seat.
Potential costs ahead

Two other big-budgetitems could
impact Woodstock taxpayers later this year.
The wastewater treatment plant, which
dates back to the 1960s, is deteriorating, and
abond torepair it could cost around $25
million.

Voters could also decide to purchase
the privately owned Woodstock Aqueduct
Company.

The aqueduct company, which serves
nearly 800 customers in Woodstock, cur-
rently has water pressure issues that have
slowed development in town and impacted
fire hydrants.
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Get out there and vote

By Sarah Copeland Hanzas

Editor’s note: Sarah Copeland Hanzas is Vermont’s
39th Secretary of State. She was a teacher, coach, small busi-
ness owner and an 18-year member of the Vermont House
before being elected as Secretary of State in 2022.

AsVermont'’s Secretary of State and Chief Elections
Officer, it's my job to help sustain and defend democracy
— the form of government in which we the people choose
ourleaders and decide issues by voting. I believe that de-
mocracy must not only be defended, our participation in it
must be grown, which is why I'm focused on engaging and
empowering Vermonters to vote in our upcoming March
5th elections.

When polls close on March 5th, we will begin tallying votes
onissues as lofty as who Vermont wants to nominate to be
our next president and as close to home as who will be our
next school director or Select Board member. And while TV,
radio, and news media are saturated with coverage of presi-
dential campaigns, the issues you see on your Town Meeting
ballotwillhave amuch

moreimmediate i.mpact If there is any

onyour community. _ _
Will the voters choose place in America

to purchase anew fire where people can

truck? Will our budget

cover the cost of after come together

school programs for our across divides to

children? Willwe puta

newroof on our library? solve problems,

How much will we raise it is Vermont. And

in taxes to pay for these o

investments? this gives me hope.
Democracy is about

people. Itis about voters and citizens of course, butit’s also
about the workers, volunteers, and other participants that
make the systems of democracy work. Municipal clerks

are the keystone of our democracy, and their communities
count on them to support the whole process! Your Board of
Civil Authority (BCA) plays a critical role in maintaining the
integrity of elections, while poll workers and other volunteers
make sure Election Day runs smoothly, ballots get counted,
and every eligible Vermonter has the opportunity to vote.

Asyou exercise your right to vote — whether filling out
your ballot athome or voting in-person at your town’s floor
meeting or at the polls — take a minute to appreciate all the
people and systems that make it possible. We can’t take the
right, or the people and systems, for granted!

Ifallyoulisten to is national media, or rarely stray beyond
the social media algorithm that feeds younews asyou scroll,
youmightbelieve that the fabric of civiclife is fraying. On
some days, disheartened, I can see why people say that.

ButthenIspend an afternoon with a town clerkwho
is dedicated to their community, with a classroom full of
engaged students in a high school social studies class, with
acitizen legislator in the halls of the State House talking
about a constituent concern, or with the passionate host ofa
community access television station, and I am re-energized
andre-focused.

Iaskyoutolookforinstances where democracyis
working in your everydaylife and cherish it: anotice ofa
public hearing; the Front Porch Forum posting about alocal
candidate; aletter to the editor in the paper from one of your
neighbors; or a bustling town clerk’s office.

Vermonters care deeply about their neighbors and their
communities. In the run-up to March 5th, I encourage
you to make a plan to vote. Take advantage of the budget

Vote - 16

LETTERS

A school for
everyone

Dear Editor,

My name is Elizabeth
Wellington and Ilivein
South Pomfret. My husband
grew up in the Upper Valley
and we moved here to raise
afamily in this community.
I'mvoting YES for our new
Woodstock middle/high
school.

As arelative newcomer
toourarea, it'sbeen ajoy
to discover each town'’s
local character onfootand
through conversations.
Pomfretis different from
Reading; so are the needs of
its people. God bless those
differences and the nuances
of this place.

Each of our school board
membersreflect these dif-
ferences. They have varying
backgrounds, priorities, life
experiences, occupations
and educations. Some grew
up here. Some did not. The
overwhelming majority do
notlive in “town” but out
inthe hills and the valleys.
Idoubt they saw eye to eye
over the details of the new
school proposal. How could
theyall, given the breadth
and depth of difference
across our communities?

School forall - 16

Working
together

Dear Editor,

Inregards to buildinga
new middle school/high
school, many are asking
howwe can all work togeth-
er tomeet the needs of our
students now and in the
future, as well as take into
consideration the concerns
of taxpayers who may
already be at their financial
limits. Here are several
ideas on how to move
forward.

| believe
itis our
responsibility
and that now
is our time to
invest in our
future as a

community

1. Asformeeting the
needs of students now and
in the future, I have done
alot of research and now
realize that we must vote
“Yes” for anew school. The
current school is beyond
its useful life and systems
are failing (full disclosure:

Together > 13
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Three reasons I'm voting ‘Yes'
for the new school build

Dear Editor,

As afull-time Killington
resident, here are three
reasons why I'm voting for
the newschool build.

First, the time is now.

Asothers have indicated
in previous letters, seven
years of school boards
have been working on this
project. Over the course of
that time, volunteer school
board members, communi-
ty members, and profes-
sional architects and build-
ers have worked together
to create the plan, gather
feedback, edit, iterate, and
share along the way. When
Ifirstheard of the plans for
anew school buildin 2018,
I'hadjustreturned to the
area. Iwas in the process
of shifting from a career
in education to a career in
childhood development
and adversity research and
was trying to find ways to
reengage with the commu-
nity thatIlove. The plans
thatIsaw atthat point were
impressive, and it made
sense to me thatitwas time
foranewschool based on
the dire state of the current
school and the impracticali-
ty of renovating.

Since 2018, I personally
have bought a house in Kill-
ington, continued my career
inresearch, metand mar-
ried my husband, opened
abusinessin Rutland, and,
like everyone else reading
this, dealt with a global
pandemic and the ongoing
aftermath. Thatis all to say
thatalotcanhappenin
seven years! And yes, the
costto build anewschool
hasincreased over the last
7 years, as the cost to build
and/or renovate almost
anythinghasincreased in
that time span, butitis still
inline with other current
and recent school projects
across the state. In fact, the
cost per square foot ($627/
SF) for this building comes
inunder the average cost
per square foot for current
and recent school projects
across Vermont, the average
being $713/SE.

Second, students, and
their teachers, are worth it!

Iworked in education for
eightyearsin a handful of
different public schoolsin
New Hampshire. I've had
the experience of teaching

Three reasons - 16
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CAPITOL QUOTES

The Supreme Court wrestled with a pair of
cases that could help define the future of the
Internet, Monday, Feb. 26. Legal experts say
they're the most important First Amendment
cases in a generation. The question is whether
states like Florida and Texas can force big
social media platforms to carry content the
platforms find hateful or objectionable.

“I wonder, since we’re talking about
the First Amendment, whether our
first concern should be with the state
regulating what, you know, we have
called the modern public square?”

asked Chief Justice John Roberts.

“The arguments today demonstrate many of the
justices’ awareness that while these state laws have
significant problems, allowing the companies to
escape any kind of regulation would create severe
democratic challenges,’

said Gautam Hans, associate director of Cornell Law
School’s First Amendment Clinic, in a statement.

“Because the covered platforms’ only
products are displays of expressive
content, a government requirement

that they display different content — for
example, by including content they wish

to exclude or organizing content in a
different way — plainly implicates the First
Amendment,”’

said Solicitor General Elizabeth Prelogar
according to the court in a filing.

“If Big Tech censors enforce rules
inconsistently, to discriminate in favor of the
dominant Silicon Valley ideology, they will
now be held accountable,’

said Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis in a statement issued
when he signed the Florida bill.

LETTERS

Why building a new school is
easier on taxpayers vs. renovating

Dear Editor,

Vermont's school
financing systemis
incredibly complex,
and that meansitcan
be difficult to make a
decision thatyou feel
good about. No one
wants to spend mon-
eyifit'snotessential.
The question is, how
dowe knowwhat’s essential
and what’s not? It'snotan
easy thing to answer.

The challengeis thatin
order to make a decision you
feel good about, youneed to
understand some of the com-

By year 10 of a 30-year
bond for a $16 million
renovation we'll pay
higher taxes than
building a new school

with flat enrollment!

plexity around the bond and
the way this state approaches
education financing. This
letter is my attempt to provide
voters with the informa-
tionyouneed, as simply as
possible.I've worked with
Build new - 18

We all win with
a new school

Dear Editor,

Ijoin my friends and
neighbors tovote “Yes” on
Article 7, the new school
bond. Iwasinitially skeptical
but changed my mind for
several reasons.

The newschoolisa
bargain. It will costless than
maintaining the old one,
whichis alreadyinadequate
and beyond repair, and it will
costfarless than ifwe delay.

The newschoolis
designed for awiderange
oflearning. Itwillinclude
spaces for arts, sciences,
performing arts, agricultural
sciences, and athletics.

The newschoolis safer.
The old one was designed
without proper ventilation or
fire suppression, and before
the unthinkable became all
too familiar.

The new school will ben-
efit the entire community.
New construction means
local contracts, local shop-
ping, andlocal hiring. The
positive impact will be felt
even before opening day.

We cannot always choose
the challenges we face, but
we can choose howwe face
them. In this case, the choice
iseasy.

Vote “Yes” to save money.
Vote “Yes” to prepare our stu-
dents for life in Vermont or
anywhere else. Vote “Yes” to
keep them safe. Vote “Yes” to
supportthelocal economy.

Benjamin Brickner,
Pomfret

School
buildings
impact student
health and
success

Dear Editor,

We are community
members who worklocally
to provide medical care
for the entire range of our
population from new-
born babies to seniors in
their 90s and 100s. We feel
privileged to workin and
for the greater Woodstock
community. We'd like to
share our perspective on the
proposed new middle and
high school building and
why this projectis import-
ant to the health and vitality
of our community.

Alarge body of research
demonstrates that the
condition and design of a
school building influences
student health and learning
asmuch as any other factor
atschool. A school building
isnotjustbricks and mortar,
itis one of the most crucial
ingredients to a student’s
ability to access their educa-
tionand ateacher’s ability
to deliver this education.

The proposed new
school project focuses
on providing a healthier
and safer building for our
students and teachers. This
isimportant for all children
butespecially important for
those students with anxiety,
depression, asthma, aller-
gies, hearing impairment,

School health - 13

Key issues to
consider before
MVSU'’s new
build vote

Dear Editor,

Inrecent discussions
surrounding the upcom-
ingbond vote for ourlocal
school district [Mountain
Views Supervisory Union],
asignificantamount of
information has been
shared. However, some
of it may not fully capture
the situation’s complexity.
This letter aims to provide
amore nuanced under-
standing of the keyissues at
hand, focusing on transpar-
ency, the size and cost of
the proposed building, the
implications for local taxes,
andrelevantlegislation.

Transparency efforts:

The school district has
made a concerted effort
to engage the community
throughout the planning
process. From the strategic
plan thatinvolved over 130
community members to
where we are today, this
hasincluded numerous
public meetingsled by
school board members
and community volun-
teers. There have also been
informational sessions
across individual towns
datingbackto 2017, and
they are still occurring this
very week. Input from our
educators has been sought
to ensure the proposed
building meets educational
needs and standards, and
advice has been given from
local professionals and
legislators. In addition,
reports from the architect,
the many engineers, the
construction firm, and our
owner’s representative are
all public documents and
are available to be seen
by any member of our
community. Members of
ourlocal media, including
the Mountain Times, the
Vermont Standard, and the
Valley News, are present at
the majority of our board
meetings and have report-
ed on this several times.
And the school district
provides updates on the
website and through vari-

ous social media channels
Key issues > 18



12 -<OPINION

CARTOONS

School Blackout by Kevin Siers, The Charlotte Observer, North Carolina

\F \ou NEED To KioW (F This
DEAD CHILD IS 1SRAEL OR
PALESTINIAN BEFORE. KRNoWiNG
HoW You FEEL ABOUT IT

VOU'RE DoiNG IT WIRONG.

Tragic Gaza by Pat Bagley, The Salt Lake Tribune, Utah

GAZA CHILPREN

Gaza Children by Emad Hajjaj, Alaraby Aljadeed newspaper, London
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COMMENTARY

I's OK to vote ‘No’
onh school budgets

By Tom Pelham
This commentary is by Tom Pelham of

Berlin, who was finance commissioner in the
Dean administration and tax commissioner
in the Douglas administration and served
on the Appropriations Committee in the
Vermont House as an Independent.

In February 1997, Vermont’s Supreme
Court found “the current system for funding
public education in Vermont, with its sub-
stantial dependence onlocal property taxes
and resultant wide disparities in revenues
available to local school districts” is in viola-
tion of the Vermont Constitution.

Inresponse, in June 1997, the Vermont
Legislature and governor enacted the Equal
Educational Opportunity Act—Act 60— a
Vermont law intended to achieve a fair bal-
ance of educational spending across school
districts independent of the
degree of prosperity within
each district. Act 60 was
followed by Acts 68 and 130,
which addressed some im-
balances caused by Act 60.

Acts 68 and 130, established a system
to pool the state’s educational budgetary
requirements from across jurisdictions and
pay for them, in part, with pooled statewide
property taxes.

Yet, despite these structural changes (or
maybe because of them), school budgets for
the coming fiscal year are in chaos. VIDig-
ger reports that “State economists, using the
latest available school budget projections,
have predicted that education spending
could increase almost 15% next year. As
aresult, the latest modeling indicates the
average Vermonter could expect education
property tax bills to increase 20%”.

“School officials say a variety of factors
have compounded soaring budgets this
year, from disappearing federal dollars,
increasing health care costs, school con-
struction needs, teacher salaries, special
education costs and more.”

Itdoes appear that since the passage of

Sending budgets back to school boards
and the Legislature to craft and enact
fiscal reforms is the responsible course.

Act 60, that school boards and legislators
have allowed themselves to become over-
whelmed by the amount of school budgets
and the school budget approval process.
Consider these underlying facts:

The National Center for Education Sta-
tistics reports that Vermont’s enrollment in
public elementary and secondary schools
has dropped by 18,395 students, or 18%,
from 102,049 in 2000 to 83,654 in 2022.

Yet, despite the above significant drop in

school enrollments, the actuarial analyses
ofthe Vermont State Teachers’ Retirement
System for fiscal 2000 and 2023 indicate
the number of active teachers in Vermont’s
schools has remained essentially flat at
10,389in FY 2000 and 10,618 in FY 2023.
Further, the National Education Associ-
ation Rankings of States profiles Vermont
as having the lowest ratio of enrolled
students per teacher at 10.2 as compared
to the national average of 15.3. Further, the
Education Data Initiative profiles Vermont
as spending the second highest amount per
pupil on K-12 education at $24,666. The EDI
profiles the national average at $19,380.
Regarding taxpayer burdens, the Legis-
lature’s “FY 2000 Fiscal Facts” profiles the
Education Fund as providing $420.2 million

It's hard if not impossible for most
everyday Vermonters to understand the
budget they are being asked to support.

inrevenues toward K-12 education appro-
priations. For the current fiscal year 2023,

the Legislature’s Joint Fiscal Office reports
thatamounthasincreased to $1.92 billion.

The passage of Act 60 and its amend-
ments has been embraced by most Ver-
monters. Equitable access to educational
resources across all Vermont communities
isboth the law and the right public policy.

However, one casualty of these reforms
hasbeen the erosion of the long-standing
connection enjoyed by Vermonters relative
to the passage oflocal school budgets.

Intoday’s world of “equalized pupils,’
“income sensitivity,” “pupil weights relative
to economic and language differences,’

“5% spending caps” among many other
mandates established by the Legislature,
it’shard if notimpossible for most everyday
Vermonters to understand the budget they
are being asked to support.

Given the strong influence of special
interest advocates, school
budgets have been sub-
stantially hijacked over the
years and are nowinde-
cipherable and unafford-
able for most Vermonters.

Asnoted above,
Vermonters already spend generously
on their public education system. A 20%
increase is unreasonable and intolerable.
Given the amount Vermonters already
spend on K-12 education, sending budgets
backto school boards and the Legislature
to craft and enact fiscal reforms is the re-
sponsible course. It’s OK for Vermonters to
vote no on school budgets and deliver the
message that the current entangled and
costly system is not OK.
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We can’t afford to wait, vote ‘Yes' for the school bond

Dear Editor,

My initial response to the
proposed Woodstock MS/
HSbond and build was, “$99
millionis alotof moneyand
whatis Plan B?” Tam a teach-
er at Mountain Views Su-
pervisory Union. Istrongly
believe in public education.
Asan educator, I decided to
learn more about this hot
topicin our community.

Here is what I found out:
¢ Renovationis NOT
anoption

Concrete slabs/ cinder
blocks makes reno not via-
ble to meet code. The state
does notrecommend reno-
vating the current building

and will not fund it.
e  Currentbuildingis
NOT safe

It'snot up to code; seismic,
fire or ADA compliant. Itis
unable to quickly and effec-
tivelylock-down the facility.

e Millions have been

spent onrepairs

Including failing heat,
septic backups, roofleaks,
etc. $1.3 million was spent
on HVAC bandaid in 2022.
The state identified approxi-

TOGEUNEE: ..o

from page 10
Thave taughtat WUHSMS
for20years and see these
deficiencies every day). A
renovation just to meet our
most urgent needs would
cost upwards of $16 million
and would last only 5-10
years. We would then be
having this same discussion
again, but the cost would
be even greater. The cost
of a full renovation is likely
$75 million or more, would
take longer to complete,
and would be much more
disruptive to our current
students. Only a new build-
ing meets our urgent needs,
allows for total redesign for
current and future educa-
tional needs, meets current
codes, meets ADA compli-
ance, reduces energy needs
and meets health and safety
standards for our students
and staff. We can spend
$99 million now or spend
more (forless) later. I realize
that $99 million is a huge
sum, butitis spread across
our seven towns and itis
cheaper than what the state
recommends per square
foot for new construction.
Neither delay nor more
studies will change the need
foranewbuilding. The
board has addressed every
question posed to them
includingrenovation vs.
new build, the urgentneed,
proper size and design, the
taximpact, etc. Read their
FAQ’s here: Mtnviews.org/
faq-wuhsms-2026.

2. We can allwork to
lower the total cost tolocal
taxpayers by using our
seven town and two county
advantage to contact all our
reps and senators to insist
that the state of Vermont
restart schoolinfrastruc-
ture support at the 30%

level itwas at prior to its
suspension in 2007. There
are ongoing efforts at the
statehouse to reinstate
this funding. This alone
could make the cost much
more affordable. We must
remember that the state is
not considering any money
to renovate schools, so
should we vote “No” and
opttorenovate, this money
would notbe available to us.
In addition, we should urge
legislators to make sure that
second home owners are
fully supporting Vermont
infrastructure, including
schools. This is only fair, and
again, would resultin lower
taxes for full time residents.
3.We all understand that
new students, both resident
and tuition students, will
bring down the cost tolocal
taxpayers considerably.
Understand that private
schools and the Vermont
academies (Burr & Burton,
St.Johnsbury Academy,
etc.) spend alot to advertise
their schools. WUHSMS is
one of the best performing
schools in the state, third
bestin the state according
to U.S. News and World
Reportrankings. Using
this information, along
with a new state-of-the-art
facility, we could empower
the Woodstock Economic
Development Commission
to engage in arobust adver-
tising effort to to promote
WUHS to to surrounding
“tuition” towns, aswell as
to families and students
regionally. We could
expand our effort to attract
international students
through the partnerships
with international schools
established by our excel-
lentlanguage department

teachers, as well as through
agencies who facilitate
these exchanges.

4. Educate our neighbors
onfixed incomesregarding
property tax abatement/
rebate/prebates. Some may
notbe aware about how this
canimpact them and sig-
nificantly lower their taxes.
This can limit the impact for
thoseleast able to pay.

5. Empower local
supportagencies (the Hub,
Barnard Helping Hands,
etc.) to fundraise specifi-
cally to help those in need
of property tax assistance.
Donate to these agencies
specifically for this purpose
ifyou can.

6. Continue with
fundraising specifically to
reduce the overall cost of
thebond. Remember that
the Union Arena was built
with private funds and there
are donors in the area who
may be willing to make
very significant contribu-
tions once they see that the
community is on board with
anew school. Encourage
smaller donations as well,
to be applied directly to
reduce the overall cost of
the project.

Lastly, I believe itis our
responsibility and that now
is our time to investin our
future as a community, and
toinvestin the thousands
of students who will walk
through the doors of WUHS
over the next 75 years. We
need tovoteyeswitha
sense of optimism and then
work together to make sure
no one in our community
isburdened beyond their
abilities.

Thankyouall.

Stephen Stuntz,
Woodstock

mately $16 million in urgent
fixes (without solving core
issues) ifwe don’tact now.

e Inflation/costesca-
lation CAUSED the
increase in price

Over $20 million increase

in costsince 2019 (fora
smaller building).

e Significant cuts

Can'twait > 15

School health:

from page 11
ADHD, learning disabilities
and for those with physical
disabilities. We outline below
how the new building will
provide a healthier learning
environment:

1) Safety—The new design
includes a floor plan with
pods, angles, and the ability
to shut off sections from each
other. This helps to protect
children and facultyin the
eventofan intruder and from

Dear Editor,
Kudos to the KPAA for

awell run debate between
Select Board candidates

Jim Haff and Andrew Gieda.
Both candidates met the dif-
ficult challenge of standing
up and speaking their mind
before their fellow citizens,
no easy feat, and moderator
Mike Coppinger kept them

The current HVAC system
and retrofits cause huge
fluctuations and variability
intemperatures throughout
the building. Temperature
fluctuations are linked to
decreased focus for teach-
ersand decreased student
achievement and processing
speed, lower test scores and
poorer overall cognition.
Even with improvements,
our current school’s building

Relevant qualifications for
municipal jobs questioned

ontrack.

I'was disappointed when
the issue of Mr. Haff’s formal
education was raised. Not
only did this take time away
from urgent publicissues
such as schools and taxes, it
feltirrelevant. Mr. Haff’s re-
cord of business experience

Qualifications - 17

new building will be accessi-
bletoall.

Itis clearbased onalarge
body of medical literature
thatup to date school facili-
tieslead to improved mental
health, physical health,
and increased productivity
for children and faculty.
Furthermore, the new school
building will help to support
and retain the familieswho
live and work here, including

otherhazardous events. The envelope does not allow for those who workin fields that
new design meets ) provide care for our
today’s safety stan- Children deserve to spend community.
dards, the current their six years of middle TheMountain
facility cannotbe ) . View School District’s
renovated to meet and high school (one third children deserve to
these sta.ndards. of their childhood years) in spen.dthelrsmy.ears
2)Noisereduc- N of middle and high
tion—the current a facility that meets current school (one third
building’s outdated health, safety, educational, and ~ °ftheirchildhood
building materials, o years) in a facility that
mechanical systems, accessibil Ity stan dards. meets current health,
and retrofitted sys- safety, educational,

tems create a very high level
ofambientnoise. These noise
levels make it difficult for
communication, compre-
hension, concentration, and
memorization and reduce
students’ ability tolearn.

3) Daylight—The current
buildinglacks adequate day-
light, which impairs vision,
mental health and concen-
tration. Students who are
exposed to more daylightin
school have improved mood,
less fatigue, less eye strain,
fewer headaches, and im-
proved sleep. Schools today
are therefore designed with
many windows. The orienta-
tion of the new building is de-
signed to capture the arch of
the sun and provide southern
exposure to increase daylight.
To cut costs of the new school,
the building committee has
already removed 25% of the
windows originally proposed.

4) Thermal regulation—

reliable thermal regulation.
The new building will provide
a controlled thermal environ-
mentand improve students’
abilitytolearn and teachers’
ability to teach.

5) Ventilation—The
current buildinghas alack
ofadequate ventilation. This
causesincreased levels of
common indoor pollutants
which causesincreased
symptoms of asthma, aller-
gies, headaches, nausea, and
increased viral transmission
rates. Poor ventilation in
schools causes an increase in
absenteeism in teachers and
students. The new school will
help toreduce these common
health concerns.

6) ADA accessibility - The
current buildingis notup
to code and does not meet
today’s accessibility require-
ments, makingitinadequate
for students, faculty, and
visitors with disabilities. The

and accessibility standards.

We are impressed with the
diligence of the school board
and community members
who have worked tirelessly
over the past seven years,
thoroughly evaluating many
different options, includ-
ingrenovating the current
facility, to make sure that
taxpayers are presented with
the best possible solution to
our middle and high school’s
failinginfrastructure. The
proposed new school build-
ing offers the most effective
and cost efficient solution to
meet today’s school health,
safety, and educational
standards.

Please join usinvoting
“Yes” to the new school
building, and supporting our
children and community!

Dr. Lorissa Segal, Bar-
nard; Dr. Clare Drebitko,
Woodstock; Dr. Alan Fras-
coia, Woodstock
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Andrew Gieda

For Killington Selectman

YOU CAN'T COMPLAIN TS TIME
IF YOU DON'T VOTE FORA

CHANGE

o Checks: Balances

o Hear the voice of the
second homeowners

o Enforce ethics

o Lower taxes

o Transparency

We can’t spend money we don’t have!

We can't control what the state of Vermont
takes from our pockets but we can control
how we spend our local budget.
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Gieda for Select Board, | humbly ask for your vote

Dear Editor,

Iwanted to thank the
community for givingme
the platform to address the
currentissues in Killington.
Iamrunning for aseaton
the Killington Select Board
against Jim Haff, butIbelieve
thatit’s the system we are
fighting against the most. We
are constantly battling higher
taxes, more local spending,
and asetofrules thathave
been putin place by the es-
tablishment that are just not
working for us anymore.

For those who watched
our debate last Wednesday,
Iwanted to thankyouandI
hopeyou got to know more
aboutme and whereIstand. I
also want to thank Jim Haff for
all theyears of volunteering
and the time he has putinto
the community.

Although we are running
against each other, we both
care about this community.
Thatbeingsaid, I do think
nowisthe time for a change.

Itjustseemslike the cur-
rent bureaucracyis getting
outofhand. We are spending

moneywe don’thave. We
continue to add positions not
onlyin the fire department
butalso in our town office. I
understand hiring for growth
isnecessary, buthiring for
projected growth five years
down theroad justdoesn’t
make sense. Hire asneeded.
Asasmall business owner I
have to watch mybottomline.
We need to treat our local tax
dollarsin the same way.
There are twice as many
people working at the town
office now then there were
afewyears ago. There are
certain costsimposed on us
thatare justnotin our control
— education taxes, property
taxes and healthcare. But
whatwe do controlis our
local budget and how many
paid positions there are in
this town. How many more
full-time firefighters dowe
need? We have alonglist of
volunteers that would like to
come back and fight for this
town butour currentboardis
justputting theirheadsin the
sand when it comes to this.

I'vealso heard that Jim
Haftis setting himselfup
to oversee TIF as a hired
“consultant” by the town,
leaving himself a backdoor
tosstill stay in controlifhe
loses this election. Iam not
the ethics police, butIdo
believe someonewhoisa
Select Board memberhas to
understand people will start
to question his motives. Not
only does Jim's wife control
the financesin this town, he is
also the zoning administrator,
health officer, and nowis
talking about overseeing TIE.
Heis also working side-by-
side with the developers who
are about to spend millions of
dollars here.Iam question-
ingwhere thelineis when it
comes to serving the interest
of this community first?

In my opinion TIF should
be overseen by the Select
Board, and ifthat task be-
comes too burdensome for
theboard to handle, Isuggest
forming a committee of other
volunteers rather than hiring

Gieda > 17

Personal property tax: ...

from page 9
towns until the late 1980s, when voters in
each town were allowed to choose wheth-
er or not their town would impose the tax.

Area towns that chose to continue to
adopt the personal property taxin-
clude Bridgewater, Killington, Pittsford,
Reading, Rutland City and Rutland Town.
Hartland and Woodstock do not employ
the tax. The participating towns collect the
business personal property tax, and keep
therevenues.

Gieda feels inequity results from
selective self-reporting and lax collection
efforts, and individual towns not partici-
pating tempt businesses to register their
business nearby, instead of in Killington,
even if they park their equipment in town.

Larger cities, such as Burlington, derive
significant revenue from the business
personal property tax.

Killington’s business personal prop-
erty taxrevenues are not to be sneezed
at — Gieda told the Mountain Times
80 businesses do report and pay their
business personal property taxes. AT&T,
for example, paid $617,000, he said. He
has been paying the tax on his equipment
since 2007.

There are two categories of assets sub-
ject to the business personal property tax:
machinery and equipment, and invento-
ry. Of the listed participating towns, only
Rutland Town taxes inventory, which is
exempted in the other towns.

As Gieda pointed out, the taxis cal-
culated by the taxpayer using state-de-
signed forms for registering as an eligible
business, evaluating depreciated taxable
value, and listing assets with the calcu-
lated tax. The reported business property
value is taxed at the current municipal
rate. By April 20 this year, businesses must
have filed their FY2025 tax forms.

Burlington’s website introduction to
the tax process recognizes information
provided by the taxpayer is “proprietary,’
and guarantees the public won’t have
access toit.

It's complicated. The taxable value
formula described in the Burlington intro
isreally difficult to parse. The Killington
listers’ page on the town website doesn’t
even mention business personal tax,
although itis the listers who are responsi-
ble for mailing the forms to all businesses
earlyin the year. The assets are taxed at
their depreciated assessed value.

Gieda asked why the Select Board
isn’tacting to enforce collection of the
business personal property tax, claiming
the town was losing between $30,000 and
$100,000 revenue by not doing so.

Selectman Jim Haff, against whom
Giedais running for the Select Board seat,
said tax collection isn’t a responsibility of
the Select Board, and that talking to the
town treasurer, town manager and listers
would make more sense.
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from page 13
WERE made to the
original design
MVSU has already cut
6,000 square feetand $16
million in costalready. The
current plan for the building
istherightsize — additional
cutswould resultin inad-
equatelearning/teaching
spaces AND would not sig-
nificantly reduce taximpact.
e Pricepersquare
feetis UNDER com-
parisons
We are at $627 per
square foot. Acceptable
square feet costs for build-
ing new high schools per
VT-AOEis $645 square feet.
Burlington high schoolis at
$837 per square foot.
e Moreefficientand
cost-effective
New building material,
efficient design plus zero
energy elements equals
substantially lower operat-
ing costs (and better for the

environment).

e Short-termtaxin-
crease? Or waiting
and spending even
more?

Waiting even ayear could
increase taxes an additional
5% or more.

o  Biggestbang for

our buck

Waterbury’s Harwood
middle school renovation
isnow estimated at $92
million, up from $60 million
in2021.

e There’snoplanB

We can’t afford to wait!

Asateacherat Wood-
stock Elementary, I know
quite well how our cur-
rent MS/HS looks from
the outside and how our
students and staff feel about
it. Itis depressing, people
don’t drink the water. The
heat fails. The septic backs
up. The air quality is awful.
The ceiling actually falls
in. Some classrooms are
even closed off because of
damage. I knew thatitwas
old, but the more I found
out about the actual bones
of the facility, the more Iwas
convinced that we need to
build new now.

Not to mention howlong
our Board and other com-

We chose Woodstock because of the

schools, because of this community.

Because it is worth it. It is worth voting

“Yes” for our community.

munity members have been
working on this project. I
attended meetings about
this problem backin 2017.
Years of research, resources
and energy has been put
into determining the MOST
economical and efficient
solution. We are lucky to
have such a dedicated team
working tirelessly behind
the scenes to guarantee us
tax-payers get the biggest
bang for our buck.

And now, Iwant to
share my deepest concern,
because I have seen it play
outfirst-hand. In 2019,
The Prosper Valley School
closed because of mold.
For three school years, the
building sat vacant while
remediation was done.
During thattime, TPVS
students and staffhad to
share space with us at WES;

combining teachers and
grades on the third floor — a
school within a school. After
thatfirstyear, our classes got
bigger. We added universal
Pre-K. If that were to hap-
pennow, WES would notbe
able to absorb them. Every
space is maxed out.

Itis very possible thata
major emergency repair is
now on its way for our mid-
dle school/high school.
Justread the Facility Con-
ditions Assessment on the
district website. VI-AOE
rated us the second worst
facility in the state. Our FCI
rating is almost 90% (out
ofa100%). This stands for
the percentage of building
systems that have failed,
or are at-risk of failure. A
rating of 30% + indicates
“end of useful life.”

The state of Vermont

will not provide funding to
renovate a facility that has
aFCI of 65% or higher.

So, where will our kids
goifand when the current
building fails? Bus them
to Hartford? Windsor?
Rutland? Send millions
of dollars over to another
school district? Or, set up
trailers? Those who can
afford it, perhaps they
send their children to
boarding school? Maybe
families decide to sell their
homes while the market
is high? Making room for
second-homeowners,
who don’trely on a school
system or a community?

Itis the people who
choose to live in our towns
full-time that make our
community. Itis the people
who choose to work,
participate, build relation-
ships, retire, raise families
and grandkids, own local
businesses, live in our
community for genera-
tions, and it’s the people
who choose to send their
kids to our community

public school that makes
this our community.
No school equals no
community.
Tamateacherin our
community, my husband is
afirefighter in our com-
munity; our three kids
attend WCCC [Woodstock
Christian Child Care] and
Woodstock Elementary.
We chose to build roots in
Woodstock, Vermont. We
chose Woodstock because
of the schools, because of
this community. Because it
isworth it. Itis worth voting
“Yes” for our community.
There has been much
conversation about what
members of our commu-
nity can and cannot afford.
Asateacher, parentand
taxpayer in this communi-
ty, I cannot afford to wait.
Education is key for
making an informed
decision on Article 7. Tam
voting “Yes” on March 5th,
to save our community
from unnecessary costs.
Kristen Hubbell,
Woodstock
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Caring about our future

Dear Editor,

Why do so many school
‘newbuild’ supporters voice
amessage that suggests that
voting for the current plan
onthe ballotequals caring
about, and supporting
children’s future, while
notsupporting this
specific planisnot?

Every non-supporter

ofthe buildingbond

that I know simply feels

that this specific build
ismore expensive than this
small, shrinking area can
afford, not that we should do
nothingtoinvestin the area’s
and children’s futures.

There are legitimate
concerns about the afford-
ability of this plan. Despite
anecdotes about strollers
and a ‘baby boom, actual
projections of our area
show decline not growth
(Vermont Joint Fiscal
Office, Vermont Agency of
Education, Vermont Dept
of Health, U.S. Census, U.S.
Dept. of Education, etc.). In
the dismal economic state
Vermont's education fund
isin, school construction
aid should notbe counted

on toreturn. There is simply
no money, no lobbying can
change that.

Furthermore, fund-
raisinghas been weak.

It is unfair of people
to say they support
the build because they
care, as if others don't.

Between 2019 and today,
the school districtre-an-
nounced the “fundraising
kickoft” a few times, maybe
because solittle had been
raised. $3.5 million com-
mitted in five years does
not give one confidence
that this will ever be a major
contribution. To me, this
all shows that the first step
in this project should have
been to determine a budget
based on what the taxbase
canreasonablyraise —a
true public project. The
private aspect of this public
projectwas a choice of

the board, not the public,
andithelps create the
hope/beliefin some other

form of funding but not
needing to count onit.

Twould like to see the
discourse on thisissue
be aboutactual data and

fair-minded sentiments.
Itis unfair of people to
say they support the
build because they care,
asifothersdon’t. And
what about caring about
theincome inequality
furthered by taxim-
pacts, and about those that
will have to move as are-
sult? Homestead tax credit
isnotnearly enough to save
many people’s fates.

Thave to believe that
supporters must notbelieve
thatsuch a taxincrease will
have a devastating impact
on some individuals and
perhaps the area. But with
so much at stake, Iwould
hope for consideration of
an alternative path fora
different construction plan
after a “No” vote. Let’s build
orrebuild a public building
based on whatwe — the
public — can afford.

Pamela Fraser,
Barnard
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from page 9

in the FY25 budget due to lower tax
receipts. The amended bill puts off
the decisions on howto replace the
revenue or reduce expenses until

next year.

e Legislation introduced with alot
of fanfare by House leadership to
expand Medicaid to more Vermont-
ers, H.721, may be pared back to be
a study on cost estimates for various
components of the bill. Thereis a
growing awareness among various
committees that any new spending
will require new taxes.

o  TheSenate Judiciary Committee
advanced to the full Senate, S.209,
which prohibits unserialized fire-

arms (ghost guns).

¢  TheSenate Health & Welfare

P

. ONLIN

Committee is taking up legislation,
S.187, which would allow students to
have and apply sunscreen at school
with the permission of a parent or

guardian. Evidently under current

FDA regulations, a doctor’s note
may be required to students to use
sunscreen atschool.

Iplan to visit each of the town meeting
sessions on Monday evening, March 4, as
well as the town meeting in Pittsfield on
March 9. Hope to see many of you there.
Please be sure to vote on Town Meeting Day,

March 5, at town offices for Chittenden (10-

7), Killington (7-7) and Mendon (8-7).
Jim Harrison is the state representative for
Chittenden, Killington, Mendon and Pitts-

field. He can be reached at JHarrison@leg.

state.vt.us or harrisonforvermont.com.

FARMERS
MARKET

Food Center Produce, dairy, bakery, meat, maple, and specialty items

Fresh, nutritious, local, and convenient

Shop from local farms online for curbside pick up at 251 West St.

in Rutland or at the Killington Welcome Center

vermontfarmersfoodcenter.org/onlinemarket
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in newer-built schools and
also the challenge ofhaving
to get creative teachingin
schools that were unable to
structurally keep up with
21st Century education
demands. WhatIlearned in
that time is that educators
are fantastic no matter the
shellwe put themin (case
in point: MVSU isranked
in the Top 3 high schools in
Vermont academically, but
second to worst structural-
ly), butIalsolearned that if
the building supports the
bestand mostup to date
education practices and
creates an environment of
feeling safe and enhanc-
ing student and educator
well-being, students and
teachers will have so much
more opportunity to shine.
Educators and students in
our district shouldn’tbe
concerned about whether
the heatin their classroom
will work on any given day
or whether the plumbing
will hold up. These are
unnecessary distractions to
the already demandingjobs
ofbeing an educator and
being a teenage student.
Our educators and students
deserve better.

Third, the communities
in our school district sup-
portstudents. I grew up in

Woodstock, went to Wood-
stock Elementary School
and then on to the middle/
high school, graduating

in 2006. T have memories
of community members
volunteering during ski Fri-
daysin elementary school;
memories of the many,

many community members
letting us middle and high
schoolers wash their carsin
exchange for a donation for
our sports teams; memories
of business owners across
the district opening their
officestoustoletuslearn
aboutwhatitwould be like
to have different careers
during career days. I could
go on, butmy pointis that
my positive experiencesin
the MVSU school system all
trace back to all of the wider
communities that make

This type of community, plain and
simple, is why | returned to this area
in 2018 to plant my own roots. | want

today and tomorrow's children to
have that same steadfast belief that
their broader community values them

and believes in their future. Voting
yes for this new school build is one
very clear way to send that message!

up our district. As a unified
school district, we were for-
tunate as students to have
support from notjust our
“hometown” but from all
seven of our communities at
those car washes and games
and performances and for
every step of the way.

This type of community,
plain and simple, iswhyI
returned to thisareain 2018
to plantmy ownroots.I
want today and tomorrow’s
children to have that same
steadfast beliefthat their
broader community values
them and believes in their
future. Voting yes for thisnew
school build is one very clear
way to send that message!

Vote “Yes” on Article 7 on
March5.

Logan (Seely) Paluch,
Killington
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from page 10

informational meeting, look over your town
and schoolreports, and ask who is running
for those open seats. If you are a parent, con-
sider bringing your children when you vote,
so they can learn that voting is an essential
partofbeing part of ademocracy and thatit

isimportant to you.

School for all:
from page 10
Eveninmy brieftime

here, I've learned thatloyalty
to one’s own constituents on
municipal boards s fierce,
asitshould be. Every school
board member would have
voted what best served their
specific neighbors — seniors
and kids alike — notas part
of any overarching agenda
for the district. That means
that 15 out of 16 present
school board members
from towns in our district —
Killington, Bridgewater, Bar-
nard, Reading, Plymouth,
Woodstock and Pomfret —

me hope.

voted in support of this new
school for different reasons,
allin accordance with their
own town’s needs.
WhenIwas considering
whether to vote for this new
school, I couldn’thelp but

Your town or city clerkis a valuable
resource, as well as the My Voter Page, a ser-
vice of the Vermont Secretary of State’s Of-
fice. If thereis any place in America where
people can come together across divides to
solve problems, itis Vermont. And this gives

late into the night. Every
board member did enough
due diligence to answer for
their vote, knowing the future
of their beloved community
rested on their choice.

Thatis exceptional and

Every school board member

would have voted what best

served their specific neighbors ...

imagine the room full of
people from every corner
of our district debating this
issue since 2016 over coffee

abig part of why I'm voting
YES for our new school.

Elizabeth Wellington,
South Pomfret
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from page 8
day.Ifeel the same way aboutmy 2017 proposal torein in
rising healthcare costs for school employees and reinvest
savings in kids and property tax relief. Or my 2018 five-
year plan that would have enacted my 2017 healthcare
proposal, phased in a modestincrease in the staff-to-stu-
dentratio through attrition, addressed unfairness in our
income sensitivity formula and added guardrails for towns
that can afford to overspend at the expense of those who
cannot. Or my recent calls to ensure local voters know the
annual per pupil increase they're voting on and to extend
our universal vote by mail process to school budget votes.

“All these ideas have been ignored or rejected. But any
one of them would have put us on a better path to a sus-
tainable public education system.

“While I appreciate your commitment in this bill, af-
firmingitis ‘the intent of the General Assembly to address
the delivery, governance and financing of Vermont'’s edu-
cation system, this bill does not fix it. To be clear, I remain
ready to work with you to both improve student outcomes
and contain costs to a level Vermonters can afford,” the
governor concluded.

TOWN OF

Gieda: ...
from page 15
yetanother position or advisor. The point of me bringing this to
your attention is because we need clearer rules and to enforce
stronger ethics.Idedicated alot of time to this at the debate.

Per areport from the Vermont State Ethics Commission on
Jan. 15,2024: “Vermont currentlylacks a comprehensive state-
wide municipal ethics framework,” which includes but is not
limited to conflict of interest, lack of disclosure, retaliation, lack
of enforcement of existing rules, nepotism and bullying.

This current Select Board abuses the executive sessions at
public meetings. These meetings should be publicfirstand
foremost. If this continues as stated in this Ethics Commission
Report, residents will stop attending municipal meetings, and
feel unwelcome. This is not the town we want for the future.

Either way, agree with me or not, Iam encouraging every-
one to come out and vote. WhatI most appreciate about this
process is that we have the opportunity to speak our minds,
disagree onissues, and notbe retaliated against. Jim Haffhas
been aformidable opponent and I have enjoyed our open dis-
cussions about the issues. Iwant to wish him good luck. I also
want to thank all of you and I am asking for your vote.

Andrew Gieda, Killington

KILLINGTON

VERMONT

PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC
HEARING NOTICE

Qualifications: .

from page 13
aswell as his service on
school and Select Boards,
all while filling various
town jobs on a seemingly
as-needed basisis evidence
enough thata college
degreeis unnecessaryin
order to serve your commu-
nitywith competence and
integrity.

Itdoesraise animportant
point, although perhaps not
the one Mr. Gieda intended.
Pennsylvania, Massachu-
setts, Utah, Maryland, New
Jersey, Colorado, North
Carolina, Alaska and Virgin-
iahaverolled back college
degree requirements for
many government jobsin
their states. In the private

TOWN OF

sector, GM, Google, Delta,
Bank of America, IBM,

and Tesla have done the
same. In doing so, they offer
opportunities to those who
choose not (or could not
afford) to pursue a college
education.

It's time for the state of
Vermont to do the same
and open up quality, mid-
dle-class, publicly funded
jobs to all of its citizens. To
exclude anyone like Mr. Haff
from community service
on the basis of educational
credentials is a foolish waste
of resources, one our town
cannot afford.

Sincerely,

Steven Kent, Killington

KILLINGTON

VERMONT

NOTICE OF AMENDMENT TO THE
TOWN OF KILLINGTON SERVICE

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO KILLINGTON ZONING BYLAWS
and KILLINGTON ZONING MAP

The Killington Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on the proposed
Town of Killington Zoning Bylaw Amendments on March 20, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. at
the Public Safety Building, 800 Killington Road, Killington, Vermont. The hearing will
also be held remotely via zoom. The link to join remotely is: https://us06web.zoom.
us/j/89935436769 or by call in: +16468769923,89935436769#. This public notice is given
pursuant to 24 V.S.A. Section 4444.

The principal purpose of the proposed zoning bylaw amendments is to:
(1) reflect changes to the Vermont Planning and Development Act (the “Act”) that

were enacted by the Vermont Legislature in July 2023, which establish new required
provisions in every municipal zoning bylaw

(2) modify the manner in which building heights are measured

(3) modify building height limitations to reflect the new manner in which building
heights are measured

(4) modify building height limitations applicable to PUDs in the Ski Village II District

(5) modify setbacks applicable to PUDs in the Ski Village District and in the Ski
Village IT District

(6) authorize the Town to assess an application fee to pay or to reimburse the Town
for the cost of hiring or engaging engineers, professional consultants, or attorneys to
assist the Town with its review of applications

(7) make revisions throughout the zoning bylaw to clarify and correct definitions,
paragraph numberings, and other provisions for the purposes of internal consistency
and conformance with the Act. These amendments will affect every geographical area of
Killington. The Town of Killington Zoning Map has also been amended to relocate the
boundary between the Ski Village District and the Ski Village II District.

The proposed zoning bylaw amendments affect every section of the zoning
bylaw, however, the section headings materially affected by the proposed zoning
bylaw amendments are SECTION 120 - DEFINITIONS, SECTION 240 - USES,
DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS, DENSITY AND DISTRICTS, SECTION 426 -
HEIGHT REGULATIONS, and SECTION 610 - ZONING PERMITS.

The full text of the proposed Town of Killington Zoning Bylaw Amendments may
be found at the Town ClerKs office, 2706 River Road, Killington and on the Planning
Commission page of the Town's website at https://KillingtonTown.com.

Dated at Killington, Vermont this 22st day of March 2024.
Lisa Davis Lewis, Town Planner, Town of Killington, Vermont

REIMBURSEMENT ORDINANCE

On February 12th, 2024 the Selectboard of the Town of Killington, Vermont,
adopted amendments to the existing Service Reimbursement Ordinance pursuant to
24 V.S.A. Chapter 59. This notice is published pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §1973 to inform
the public of these amendments and of the citizens’ right to petition for a vote to
disapprove these amendments.

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS/ADDENDUM TO ORDINANCE
Purpose: This ordinance amendment is to designate the Killington Fire and
Rescue Service as the responding agency.

PRINCIPLE PROVISIONS:
Remove Sherburne Volunteer Fire Department and replace it with Killington Fire
and Rescue Service

FULL TEXT
The full text of the ordinance is available at the Town ClerKs Office, 2706 River
Road, Killington, Vermont and may be examined during regular office hours.

CITIZENS’ RIGHT TO PETITION FOR VOTE

Title 24 V.S.A. §1973 grants the citizens the right to petition for a vote at a special
or annual Town Meeting to disapprove ordinance amendments adopted by the
Selectboard. To exercise this right, citizens must present to the Selectboard or the
Town Clerk a petition for a vote on the question of disapproving the amendments
signed by not less than five percent (5%) of the Town's qualified voters. The petition
must be presented within forty-four (44) days following the date of the adoption of
the amendments. Unless a petition requesting a vote is filed pursuant to 24 V.S.A.
§1973, the amended Traffic Ordinance shall become effective sixty (60) days from the
date of said adoption.

PERSON TO CONTACT

Additional information pertaining to this Ordinance may be obtained by
contacting the Town Manager, Michael Ramsey at the Town Office located at 2706
River Road, Killington, Vermont, 05751 or by calling 802-422-3241 during regular
office hours. This summary is posted in 5 designated locations throughout town and
can be found on the town’s website: www.killingtontown.com

DATE POSTED: February 21, 2024
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Ben Ford, vice-chair of the

Mountain Views Supervisory

Union (MVSU) board, and

others on this post to ensure it

isasaccurate as possible.
Woodstock Union’s 96.7 FCI
rating, what it means

One of the things tossed
around alotis the 96.7% Fa-
cility Condition Index (FCI)
rating our school received
from the state in 2022. What
does thatratingmean?

The FClisametric the
state developed to measure
the “depletion” level of school
facilities. Itisascale of 1
to 100, where 1 is theleast
depleted and 100is the most
depleted. Our high school
building was found to have
a96.7% FCI. To the state, our
schoolis onitslastlegs.

Read the MVSU FClIreport
here: Tinyurl.com/Wood-
stockFCL

Why is this important for
you to know? You've probably
heard that the legislature is
looking to restart school con-
struction aid after a 16-year
hiatus?

There’s a catch for us, how-
ever. While the state is very
likely to reinstate funding for
school construction and ren-
ovation, on Feb. 1, the School
Construction Aid Task Force
announced new standards
indicating that buildings with
an FCI of 65% or above will
notbe eligible for aid. In other
words, Woodstock will not
be eligible for renewed state
construction funding IFwe
optfor the renovation route.

It doesn’t matter whether
youorIthinkrenovationis
the way to go. What matters is
the 96.7% FCI disqualifies us
from state aid.

It's hard to argue with this

policy taken by the state. In

fairness, it offers three key
benefits to all state residents,
includingus:

1. Costeffectiveness
Vermont's policy of not
fundingrenovations
for buildings with FCIs
ofabove 65% is simple:
Such facilities are more
expensivein thelong
run. The higher the
FClrating, the more
extensive and costly
the renovation would
be. By setting a thresh-
old, the state wants to
ensure thatits funds

areinvested in projects
that offer areasonable
balance between the
costofrenovation and
the expected benefits,
such as extended build-
ingusability and safety
improvements.
2. Moreefficientuse of
resources
By prioritizing buildings
thatarein abetter state
ofrepair (i.e., those with
aFCI of65% or below),
the state can maximize
the impact of its invest-
ments, ensuring thata
larger number of stu-
dents benefit from safer
and more functional
facilities. This approach
prevents the allocation
of excessive funds to
projects that may not
bejustifiable in terms of
costversus benefit.
3. Betterlong-term
planning
The policy encourages
long-term planning and
maintenance. Knowing
thatbuildings with a
very high FCIwillnot
qualify for state funding,
school districts mightbe
incentivized to maintain
their facilities regularly
toavoid reachingsucha
critical level of disrepair.
Prevention and timely
maintenance reduce the
need for extensive and
costlyrenovations.
Renovation vs. new build
impact on taxpayers
How much will it cost
torenovate the building
and howwill it affectyou,
the taxpayer? In 2023, state
inspectors conducted a visual
walkthrough of the school
and quoted a minimum of
$16 million. Was the board
surprised by thathigh
number from justamere
walkthrough? Notatall!
Backin2017, the MVSU
board engaged an architect
and amulti-disciplinary team
of consultants to conduct
acomprehensive review of
the school’s conditions and
to approximate how much it
would costto do an effective
renovation. The estimated
costall those years ago was
$51 million. With inflation,
that price would be closer to
$75 million in 2024 dollars.
Remember, our FCI of

96.7% means we won't quali-
fyfor state aid. If we wanted to
renovate, we'd need to fund
the full costby abond.

Atthe Feb. 20 Select Board
meeting, Jon Spector, EDC
chair, pointed outyet another
painful wrinkle: bylaw, a state
bond to fund school renova-
tions have amaximum term
of 30 years or the expected
life of the building, whichever
isless. Thatmeanswe don’t
have the option of spreading
outrepayment ofthe bond
over a40-year period as we
can foranewbuild.

Attrition will have a scary
impact on our taxes

There’s another challenge
torenovation that Ben Ford
demonstrated at the Feb.

20 Select Board meeting:
attrition.

Arenovation will be messy
and noisy, and the disrup-
tionwill go on foryears. No
parent wants to subject their
children to those conditions,
and manywill optto send
theirkids elsewhere. It's not
unreasonable to assume that
we willlose 10 kids each year
over the 10-year period it will
likely take to complete the
renovation.

Let’s make some assump-
tions. Let’s say that the cost of
renovation is $16 million (an
unrealisticnumber, butwe're
makingapointhere). Let's
further assume that we lose
10kids peryear for adecade.
Howwill that affect our taxes?

Wewilllose $2 million
ayear from the state for
our declining number of
students. Inyear one we'll
lose $2 million, in year two it
will be $4 million, and so on.
Byyear 10 ofa 30-year bond
for a$16 million renovation
we'll pay higher taxes than
building a new school with
flat enrollment!

Yes, youread that correct-
ly. A$16 million renovation
project that drags on for years
and prompts kids to go else-
where willlead to us paying
higher taxes than if we were
tobuild anewschool — even
ifwe don’tgrow enrollment.
Pop those numbersinto the
calculator on the newschool
website to see for yourself.

Youcanaccessithere:
Mtnviews.org/breaking-new-
ground (page down to the
“download the tax calculator”

button). And then remember
that the true cost of reno-
vation will be around $75
million. Combine that with
theloss of state aid and you'll
seeit’s unaffordable.

Let's be the “hub”

Okay, butwould we
qualify for new construction
state aid, youask? On Dec.
20,2023, the State Board of
Education established new
square-foot standards for
the School Construction Aid
Program. Those standards
require construction costs no
higher than $654 per square
foot. Oursis $627.

Another factor in our fa-
vor: The School Construction
Aid Task Force has signaled a
preference for building new
schools (as opposed to reno-
vation) and further consol-
idation. Thisis a framework
known as “Newer and Fewer.”

High schools are expen-
sive to build, so the fewer
the better as far as the stateis
concerned. In the quest for
consolidation, new and safe
schoolswill serve as “hubs” to
surrounding towns.

This policy could really
benefit Woodstock as our
consolidated school meets
the requirements for being
a“hub” Andin fact, on Feb.
16, the state approved Wood-
stockas a “hub.” This answers
the question: Ifwe build it,
will they come? Yes, because
we're the “hub!”

And when they come they
will lower our taxes.

The bottom line

Given our 96.7% FCIand
thelimits itimposes, anew
schoolisinevitable. Areno-
vation is an expensive, short-
term fix that won’t negate the
need foranewschool.

And the fact that our
square-foot costis below the
state’srecommendation is
proofpositive that the school
board has created a school
design at the lowest possible
cost. The idea that we can
build a school for halfthe
priceiswishful thinking. Un-
derstandable, but wishful.

Itreally comes down to
this: We can pay $99 million
for aschoolin 2024, orwe
can pay significantly more
bykicking the project down
theroad.

Susie Stulz,

Woodstock Village

Key issues: ...

from page 11
to keep the publicinformed
and involved.
Building size and cost
considerations:

The proposed design
for the new school has
the same number of
classrooms as the existing
building does today, but
includes adjustments to
better serve current and
future educational needs.
These adjustments involve
expanding certain areas,
such as the lunchroom and
spaces for middle school
sports (so parents can
watch their children), to
align with modern educa-
tional practices, ADA com-
pliance, and new special
education standards.

fees on new construction
to help lessen the burden
on our taxes. In the mean-
time, the state may pass
legislation to our benefit.
Legislation and funding:
Upcoming state legisla-
tion could impact school
funding, particularly with
regard to the construction
of new buildings versus
renovation projects. The
state is considering a “few-
er and newer” approach
and has already let us know
that our building, even un-
dernewlegislation, would
NOT berecommended
for any state funding IF we
proceed with renovations.
Recently, the new building
being proposed, however,

on Feb. 16, the state approved

Woodstock as a “hub.” This answers

the question: If we build it, will they

come? Yes, because we're the “hub.”

Based on 80% occu-
pancy, because not every
classroom is used 100%
ofthe time, this proposal
accommodates a capacity
that matches the district’s
current enrollment and
gives us a bit of room for
growth, should it occur.
Knowing that the size is
correct and knowing that
the building comesin at at
a cost of $569 per square
foot, which is below
the state threshold and
cheaper than five other
school projects in Ver-
mont that are priced be-
tween $633 and $726 per
square foot. The school
board firmly believes that
this proposal continues
to offer a strong educa-
tion for our students and
provides the best value to
the taxpayers.

Tax implications:

The district’s finan-
cial planning has been
robust, with a five-year
capital improvement plan
in place that anticipates
various scenarios. We have
planned to time the bond
repayment to begin after
the building’s completion,
which provides time to
fundraise, find grants,
increase enrollment, and
consider things like impact

did receive preliminary
approval from the state,
meaning the new build
WOULD be eligible for
state funding when a pro-
gram comes back online.

Currently, the recom-
mendation is for 30%-40%
of construction costs to
be paid for at the state lev-
el. It'simportant to note
that the board did not build
this into any assumptions,
and still feels the cur-
rent proposal is the most
cost-effective solution
without these funds, but
receiving them would
further reduce any impact
to the taxpayers.

In summary, the dis-
cussion around the school
district’s plans involves a
range of factors, including
efforts to ensure transpar-
ency, considerations for
the size and cost of the new
building, the impact on lo-
cal taxes, and the potential
effects of state legislation.

It's important for the
community to engage with
these issues thoughtfully,
drawing on accurate and
comprehensive informa-
tion to for your decisions
when youvote on March 5.

Bryce Sammel,
Barnard MVSU district
board member
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WORDPLAY
MANAGE TIME WORD SEARCH Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally and backwards
P M OM X E ETAGTEIULEDUYAX VM
K 0O NN 2Z EPTMTGF F E DR A CAD
F P X I CO0 K CY Z F V KEULFA AUUPY
S T C A TNOTCUPTULUDTIM HMUTUDS Z P A
A D CLIREV ZRLIRI OCLYNAYFOTI
A HS IMU®POW RTANTU CEGEEETSGNTINR
B HY TTIIROTIIRUPWDOBGS S S TIDNT
M A I UMAIKAIBXUA A K ETILTIIXIKTL
S E L NKEI Z GGV FLTWUIKSETMD
L S EATGNTINATETILT CLMTTNEE
AR ETNIENZDAEILMAMANIENIDO
0 E F NI CGEWH HUPWPYKVKNUOMMTN
G DUS INE RILMHILGI B RNT CTCEPB
G NR MRLGCAUTEA AAVY S ENGILY
G I Zz P OK DTGTDUN N RIRVRATWU
F M E X HT Z A 0 ATIETNILXITLNNR
D E Z H CTTIV EV L O0OHOTEY L AF S
A RL X X HNMTWDO FNTI CMA RIBMMB H
H E P TP E F L EI RRBNSHGNGY
Cc DS K S ATNI K R RTTIEZTINASGT RDO
AGENDA CONTACTS FLAG MEETING SCHEDULE
APPOINTMENT CONTEXT GOALS ORGANIZE TASKS
ASSISTANCE DEADLINES IMPORTANCE PLANNER TIMER
BALANCE DELEGATE INTEGRATION PRIORITY VALUES
CLEANING FILES MANAGEMENT REMINDER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE Solutions -> 33

CLUES ACROSS
1. Home of lowa
State University
5. __fi(slang)
8. Mottled green
and yellow fruit
12. Capable
of thinking and
expressing oneself
clearly
14. Sports broad-
caster Eagle
15. Midday
16. Kinsmen
18. Cable network
19. Simpleton
20. Brunch bev-
erage
21. Fed
22. European
capital
23. Native inhab-
itants
26. Mechanical
device
30. Rare geese
native to Hawaii
31. Bedroom
furnishing
32. The products of
human creativity
33. Mass transit
option
34. Made a
mistake
39. Sacred sound
symbol
42. Large N. Amer-
ican reindeer
44, Dull and flat
46. Partner to
huffing

47. Written works
49. Monetary unit
of Serbia

50. Midway
between east and
southeast

51. Peninsula of
southwestern Asia
56. Widely used
multiuser OS

57. Aggressive dog
58. Varnished

59. Hindu queen
60. Time units,
abbr.

61. Farm animals
62. Capital of
Latvia

63. Where golfers
begin

64. Takes to civil
court

CLUES DOWN

1. One who
graduated

2. An inspired holy
person

3. Electronic
counter-counter-
measures

4. Aplace to store
things

5. Indian instru-
ment

6. Spanish saloon

7. Whole number

8. Not fastened

9. Gives a boost
10. Lounges about
11. Interested in
13. Remove salt

10 |11

49

56

59

62

17. Type of sword

24. Naturally occurring solid
material

25. Gets involved without
being invited

26. Feline

27.Bobby __, NHL champ
28. “Kill Bill" actress Thurman
29. Hawaiian dish

35. Moroccan coastal region

36. Baseball statistic

37. Long period of time

38. Moved earth

40. Central Netherlands city
41. Take stock of

42. Central processing unit

43. Distinctive qualities one
generates

44, Getting stuck

45. Loss of bodily move-

ments

47. Veranda

48. Abrupt

49. What cats do

52. Expresses pleasure

53. Type of cheese

54. Professional STEM
organization

55. Automatic data process-
ing systems

LOCAL PEOPLE.

LOCAL SERVICE.

HOME COMFORT
ALL SEASON LONG!

= HEATING - Boilers, * Fuel Stops
Furnaces, * Fuel storage tanks
Space Heating * Propane &

* Heat pumps Fuel Delivery

* Water heaters * Tank monitoring

* Generators .
Smart Home

.-""..-_H\"-_
”&b | Keyser Energy

Propane = (Hl « Biofuel
Call us now at 866-395-7220

24/7 Emergency
Service

Solutions > 33

SUDOKU

How to Play

Each block is divided by its own matrix of nine cells. The rule for solv-
ing Sudoku puzzles are very simple. Each row, column and block, must
contain one of the numbers from “1” to “9”. No number may appear
more than once in any row, column, or block. When you've filled the
entire grid the puzzle is solved.

Level: Intermediate

Guers Whe?

I am a professional born in Arkansas
on February 27, 1980. | come from a
famous family of politicians, and at one
point I lived in the White House. | hold
Master’s degrees from prominent
schools and a Ph.D. from Oxford.

uoui]) vasjY) UIMSUL
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WEDNESDAY
2/28

Public Skating

Wednesdays, Jan.-Feb. Union Arena, 80 Amsden Way,
Woodstock. Ages 13+ $6; ages 4-12 '$5:; ages 3 and under,
free. 2-3 p.m. Seniors, parents with toddlers. 3-4:10 p.m.
All ages. Rental skates available, $6/pair. unionarena.org/
public-skate-sessions/

Crlbba%e for Adults

3-5 p.m. Wednesdays. Hartland
Public Library, 153 Route 5,
Hartland. Free. Join a gathering
of adult cribbage players at

the library’s meeting room.
hartlandlibraryvt.org/calendar/ or
802-436-2473

Bone Builders
3:30-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays. Chaffee
Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland. Free.
Improve balance and enhance energy and
wellbeing. chaffeeartcenter.org or 802-775-0356

Silent Reading Group

4 p.m. Wednesdays. Norman Williams Public Library, 10 The
Green, Woodstock. Free. Join us for an hour of silent reading in
front of the fireplace.Foster your reading habit in a structured
environment. Optional post-reading discussion. Tea, coffee, and
cookies provided. normanwilliams.org, 802-457-2295

Adult Open lem: Coed Pickleball

7-9 p.m. Flnal day Mar. 17. Killington Elementary School, 686
School

House Road, Killington. Buy a 10-visit punch card for $20 or
pay $5 for every time you come. Partially punched cards from
last year are still valid. Enjoy coed team sports in a low-key
environment for ages 16 & up. This is a drop-in program, no
preregistration and no leagues. For questions please contact
Griffin Van Niel at recadmin@killingtontown.com

Fundamentals of Wheel-Throwing

6-8 p.m. Wednesdays to April 3. ArtisTree Community Arts
Center, 2095 Pomfret Road, South Pomfret. $225. Wedging,
centering, and throwing clay and the basics of trimming, plus an

overview of glazes and firing. The fee includes all stoneware clay,

glazes, and firing. Participants will need to return to pick up their
finished work. artistreevt.org.

ADULTRORENYGY
BASKEIBALL

FEB. 29,7 PM

THURSDAY
2/29

Killington Bone Builders

10 a.m. Weekly. Sherburne Memorial Library, 2998 River Road,
Killington. Free. Weights are provided. sherburnelibrary.org or
802-422-4323.

Domestic/Sexual Violence Support Groug
10:30-11:30 a.m. Weekly. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland.
Free. Partnering with New Story Center. A different theme each
month, flyers available at the Godnick Center or call 802-775-3232.
rutlandrec.com/godnick or 802-773-1853

Art at the Chaffee: Artery

10:30 a.m.-noon. Weekly. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St.,
Rutland. $10 if you bring your own painting supplies, up to $20 if
supplies provided. Painting in all mediums welcome. No set topic
or instructor, attendees will work on their individual artwork. Must
preregister. chaffeeartcenter.square.site/ or 802-775-0356

Community Lunch
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Mondays, Thursdays. Godnick Adult
Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland. Over 60, $3.50; under 59, $6.
Donations welcome. In partnershlp with Southwestern
Vermont Council on Aglng and Meals
on Wheels, the Godnick Center hosts
congregate meals. If interested, call 773-
1853 and leave a message with your name
and phone number, the Monday or the
Thursday before. rutlandrec.com/godnick

Ukulele Group

Noon-1 p.m. Weekly. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So.
Main St., Rutland. Free. Ages 12+. Pre-register R
by the Wednesday before at 802-775-0356 or at }

chaffeeartcenter.square.site .
‘ Black

Art at the Chaffee: Final

Seminar with Robert

Noon-1 p.m. Lunch ‘n’ Learn discussion: “LEAP DAY: One Giant
Leap for Humanity.” Does anybody really know what TIME it is? We
will explore what the future may bring with new awareness of Psyche
and Physics to bring new perspectives of Life forming in us, by the
technology of Al. May be paired with Art Lab.

1-2 p.m.: Art Lab: “LEAP DAY: One Giant Leap for Humanity.”
Mind-blowing images of the James Webb Space Telescope.
chaffeeartcenter.square.site/ or 802-775-0356

Michelob Ultra Race World

1-3 p.m. Final day March 14. Pico Mountain: Lower Pike or Exhibition.
$50 per individual. Weekly race series at Pico featuring 8 races, where
participants can race as individuals or form a team of up to 5 racers.
Each race is followed by a party at the Last Run Lounge from 4-6 p.m.
Register for the race series: tfaforms.com/5031843. picomountain.com

Play Bridge!

2 p.m. Weekly. Norman Williams Public Library, 10 The Green,

Woodstock. Free. Beginners are welcome to observe. normanwilliams.
org, 802-457-2295

Ballroom Dance
Open house night. Waldron Gym, 1 Brennan Circle,
Poultney. Free class to new students in Waltz and
ChaCha. Weekly classes include Tango & ChaCha
for kids, Foxtrot and Salsa for adults. For class
times and cost, contact Patti Panebianco at
516-909-1686 or email her at pattipdance@
gmail.com. Offered by Stone Valley Arts
Center, Poultney.

Open Mic Night

7-9 p.m. Alternate Thursdays. ArtisTree,
2095 Pomfret Road, South Pomfret.
Free. artistreevt.org/artistree-events or
802-457-3500

Adult Open ijlm: Basketball
7-9 p.m. Flnal day March 17. Killington
Elementary School, 686 School House
Road, Killington. Buy a 10-visit punch
card for $20 or pay $5 each time. Partially
punched cards from last year are still
valid. Enjoy coed team sports in a low-key
environment for ages 16 & up. This is a
drop-in program, no preregistration and no
leagues. For questions contact Griffin Van Niel
at recadmin@killingtontown.com

FRIDAY
3/1

Story Time at the Library

10:30-11:30 a.m. Weekly. Sherburne Memorial Library, 2998 River
Road, Killington. Free. sherburnelibrary.org, 802-422-9765 or
802-422-4251.

Bone Builders
11 a.m. Weekly. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St., Rutland. Free.
802-775-0356

Friday Night Piano

5-10 p.m. Weekly. Main Street Museum, 58 Bridge St., White River
Junction. Free. Snacks & good company around the f|rep|t to the music
produced by piano rolls from the 1900s through the present — and
from ABBA to Led Zeppelin. Mainstreetmuseum.org or 802-356-2776

Blue Cat Music Series: Rebecca Padula
6-9 p.m. Weekly through March 22. Blue Cat Bistro, 575 Main St.,
Castleton. No cover. Dark folk-rock espresso with a shot of bluegrass
and a hint of jazz. 802-468-2791

Wobbly Barn: The Benderz

6 p.m. Performing both Friday and Saturday night. The Wobbly Barn,
2229 Killington Road, Killington. Cover charge may be required.

Philadelphia’ favorite cover band. killington.com

The Vermont Mandolin Trio

7 p.m. ArtisTree, 2095 Pomfret Road, South Pomfret. $25.
Bluegrass, jazz and roots, plus everything between J.S.
Bach and Django Reinhardt. artistreevt.org/artistree-events or

" 802-457-3500

Lee Brice: ‘Me and My Guitar’

7:30 p.m. Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St., Rutland. $109.30 per
person including fees. Country singer-songwriter Brice has multiple
platinum-winning hits to his name. Purchase through ci.ovationtix.
com/36265/production/1183390?performanceld=11381689. Same
night meet-and-greet available separately, with concert ticket.

Pickle Barrel: The Zoo

8 p.m. Performing both Friday and Saturday night. Pickle Barrel
Nightclub, 1741 Killington Road Killington. ¥15 $20 at the door.
picklebarrelnightclub.com

SATURDAY
3/2

10th annual Slash & Berm Banked Slalom

Checkin and bibs, 8-9:30 a.m. $50-$65. The Stash Terrain Park,
Killington Resort. Open to the general public, snowboarders only.
Registration, details and rules at killington.com/things-to-do/events/
events-calendar/slash-and-berm

The Vermont Winter Farmers’ Market

10 a.m.-2 p.m. Weekly. Howe Center, Suite 92, 1 Scale Ave. (off
Strongs Avenue), Rutland. Free. The Vermont Farmers’ Market is one
of the largest farmers’ markets in the state and the first to operate year
round. Find seasonal harvest, winter veggies, handcrafted gifts and
more. vtfarmersmarket.org

Art at the Chaffee: Watercolor Painting for Kids

11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Monthly, 1st Saturday. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So.
Main St., Rutland. $25 covers all supplies. Ages: 6-10. Attendees follow
along with instructor Kristen Partesi. Min. 5 students. max. 12. Must
pre-register. chaffeeartcenter.square.site or 802-775-0356

Art at the Chaffee: Drop ‘N’ Paint

Noon-2 p.m. Saturdays. Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main St.,
Rutland. $25 per person, instructor fee optional. All ages. Supplles
and images to paint are provided. Must pre-register by Friday noon.
chaffeeartcenter.org/adult-classes-coming-soon/

Storytime: Night Sky!

10-11 a.m. Weekly. Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St., Rutland. Fox
Room. Ages 2 to 5. Storytime promotes early literacy and socialization
skills in a fun setting. Each session might offer stories, movement, and
an activity. No registration required, free and open to all. rutlandfree.
org/calendar-events/

Catholic Mass at Our Lady of the Mountains
4:30 p.m. Weekly. The “little white church,” 4173 US-4, Killington. Free.
802-457-2322 or info@vermontcatholic.org
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Wobbly Barn: The Benderz
6 p.m. The Wobbly Barn, 2229 Killington Road, Killington. Cover charge
may be required. Philadelphia’ favorite cover band. killington.com

Pickle Barrel: The Zoo
8 p.m. Pickle Barrel Nightclub, 1741 Killington Road, Killington. $15-
$20 at the door. picklebarrelnightclub.com

SUNDAY
3/3

Slash & Berm Banked Slalom (continued).

The action concludes on Sunday with the Grom Slalom event (for
competitors ages 13 & under), which will take place in the Lil’ Stash
at Ramshead. Check-in, rules are the same. Registration, details
and rules at killington.com/things-to-do/events/events-calendar/
slash-and-berm

St. James Episcopal Church 3rd Annual Online

Auction

9 a.m. Final day March 10. The auction features over 100 items
including gift certificates, dinner parties, antiques, handmade items,
jewelry, and more. 100% of proceeds benefit the church outreach
committee, who organizes support for many local needs and well
beyond. Visit 32auctions.com/stjames2024 to view and bid on the
items.

Vermont Symphony Orchestra: ‘The Hollywood

Sound’

3 p.m. Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St., Rutland. Adults, $22-$34;
students, $10 (includes fees); under 12, free with adult. A preconcert
discussion precedes the matinee performance of “The Hollywood
Sound” including suites from “The Godfather” and “Casablanca.” Buy
tix at ci.ovationtix.com/36265

Pickle Barrel: Annie in the Water
7 p.m. Pickle Barrel, 1741 Killington Road, Killington. $12-$15, plus
fees.

Americana Indie Rock, with One-Time Weekend
Must be 21+ to attend. Tix at eventbrite.com/e/annie-in-the-
water-with-one-time-weekend-presented-by-zero-gravity-tickets-
794375016057 ?aff=oddtdtcreator

Adult Open Gym: Pickleball
7-9 p.m. Final day March 17. Killington Elementary School,
686 School House Road, Killington. Buy a 10-visit punch
card for $20 or pay $5 for every time you come. Punch
cards from last year with holes not yet punched, are
still valid. Enjoy coed team sports in a low-key
environment for ages 16 & up. This is a drop-in
program, no preregistration or leagues. For
questions please contact Griffin Van Niel
at recadmin@killingtontown.com

MONDAY
3/4

Okemo Innkeepers Race

Series
10 a.m. Final day March 11. Okemo
Ski Resort. A Ludlow tradition. Teams
and individual skiers and snowboarders
compete in eight age categories. There is
an apres race gathering hosted by a local
bar from 5-7 p.m. okemoracing@gmail.com.

Monday Movie
1 p.m. Weekly. The Sherburne Memorial Library,
2998 River Road, Killington. Free. Please call the
library for the title of the film. sherburnelibrary.org, 802
422-9765

Poetry Grou?
4-5:30 p.m. 1st and 3rd Mondays. Norman Williams Public Library, 10
The Green, Woodstock. Free. Are you looking for feedback on your
poems? You are invited to join the Poetry Group at NWPL for sharing
and critique. This group is open to all interested in poetry. RSVP.
normanwilliams.org, 802-457-2295

WoodshoBl: Butt-joint Basics

5-8 p.m. The MINT, 112 Quality Lane, Rutland. Members, $75; not-yet-
members, $90. Let Dan show you how to operate power tools safely, in
basic joinery techniques. Make and take home a wooden picture frame
to fit an 8x10 print. rutlandmint.org/calendar

Bianca del Rio: “Dead Inside” Comedy Tour
Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St., Rutland. Alias Ray Haylock, she has
been dubbed “The Joan Rivers of the Drag World.” Tix at ci.ovationtix.
com/36265/production/1183742

Adult Open lem: Indoor Soccer

7-9 p.m. Final day March 17. Killington Elementary School, 686

School House Road, Killington. Buy a 10-visit punch card for $20

or pay $5 for every time you come. Punch cards from last year with
holes not yet punched, are still valid. Enjoy coed team sports in a
low-key environment for ages 16 & up. This is a drop-in program, no
preregistration or leagues. For questions please contact Griffin Van Niel
at recadmin@killingtontown.com

TUESDAY
3/5

Line Dance for Beginners

9:30 a.m. Weekly. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland. Line-
dancing is fun! Get your cardio workout while following the moves with
instructor Sharon McKee. No partner or experience needed. Learn old
and new dances. Call 802-773-1853 for cost and to sign up.

Play Chess & Backgammon!

5 p.m. Weekly. Norman Williams Public Library, 10 The Green,
Woodstock. Free. Join us for chess and/or backgammon on Tuesday
evenings. All skill levels are welcome, and coaching is available. Bring
your own set or use one of ours. normanwilliams.org, 802-457-2295

Adult Open G&m: Indoor Soccer

7-9 p.m. Final day March 17. Killington Elementary School, 686

School House Road, Killington. Buy a 10-visit punch card for $20

or pay $5 for every time you come. Punch cards from last year with
holes not yet punched, are still valid. Enjoy coed team sports in a
low-key environment for ages 16 & up. This is a drop-in program, no
preregistration or leagues. For questions please contact Griffin Van Niel
at recadmin@killingtontown.com

Discount Skate Night
7:45-9:15 p.m. Final day March 12. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak St. Ext.,
Rutland. $2 admission, $2 skate rental.

Tick-tock tales: Spring
ahead with Daylight
Saving Time

Setting clocks ahead, known as "Daylight Saving Time"
(DST), is a practice used to make better use of daylight
during the longer days of spring and summer. It involves
moving clocks forward by one hour in the spring and then
backby one hourin the fall.

The concept of DST isrooted in the idea of maximizing
daylight hours to align more closely with human activity
patterns. The modern implementation of DST dates back
to the early 20th Century and has historical and economic
roots.

Despite its benefits, DST remains a topic of debate, with
critics pointing to disruptions in sleep patterns, negative
impacts on certain industries, and questions about its ef-
fectiveness in energy conservation. However, many regions
around the world continue to observe DST as a way to opti-
mize daylight hours and promote energy efficiency.

Energy Conservation:

One of the primary reasons for im-
plementing DST was to save energy. By
adjusting the clocks to match the nat-
ural daylight hours, people would use
less artificial lighting in the evenings,
reducing electricity consumption.

Economic Considerations:

DST also has economic implica-
tions. Longer daylight hours can boost
retail sales, outdoor recreation, and
tourism, as people have more time for
leisure activities after work.

Health and Wellbeing:

Some proponents of DST argue that
ithas health benefits, such as reducing
therisk of accidents and improving
overall wellbeing by providing more
opportunities for outdoor activities and
exposure to sunlight.

Agricultural Benefits:

Farmers were early proponents
of DST because it allowed them to
make better use of daylight for farming
activities. By having more daylightin
the evening hours, farmers could work
longer in the fields during planting and
harvesting seasons.

Historical Context:

Theidea of DST was first proposed by Benjamin Franklin
in 1784 as away to conserve candles. However, it wasn't
until World War I that DST was implemented on alarge
scale, primarily to save fuel for the war effort. It was
later reintroduced during World War II
and became a consistent practice
in many countries during the
energy crises of the 1970s.
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for our new
a-

school
P

Our communities have a tradition of fiscal
responsibility. That’s why we need to build
a new middle and high school now.
Waiting will only cost us more.

Paid for by Kids Deserve Good Schools ¢ P.O. Box 781 Woodstock VT 05091
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[MUSIC Scene]

WED
2/28

KILLINGTON
2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Daniel
Brown

4 p.m. North Star Lodge Star
Lounge - Ski Bum Party with
music by DJ Dave

6 p.m. Rivershed - Liz Reedy

8 p.m. Jax Food &amp; Games -
Nick Bredice

LUDLOW

6 p.m. Off the Rails — Learn to
Line Dance

QUECHEE
6 p.m. Public House Pub — Kim

THURS
2/29

BARNARD

5:30 Fable Farm — Rumney Barn
Sessions with Doug Perkins and
Matt Flinner

BRANDON

5:30 p.m. Red Clover Ale
Company - Open Mic hosted by
Emily Nelson

KILLINGTON
2 p.m. Pico's Last Run Lounge -
Daniel Brown

2 p.m. Snowshed's Long Trail
Pub - Duane Carleton

6 p.m. Liquid Art — Open Mic
hosted by Grateful Gary

6 p.m. Moguls Sports Pub -
Duane Carleton

6 p.m. The Freerider — Nick
Bredice

6 p.m. Rivershed - Chris Pallutto
6 p.m. The Foundry — Liz Reedy

6:30 p.m. Still on the Mountain -
Mike Brown

8 p.m. Jax Food &amp; Games -
Jenny &amp; Friends

LONDONDERRY
7 p.m. New American Grill - Open
Mic Night hosted by DJ Jazzy

Joel &amp; Catnip John

J

)

LUDLOW

6:30 p.m. The Killarney - Irish
Sessions with Gypsy Reel

QUECHEE

6:30 p.m. Public House Pub -
Name That Tune Bingo with DJ
Dave

RUTLAND

8 p.m. Angler Pub — A Sound
Space Open Mic hosted by
Caber

8 p.m. Center Street Alley
- Karaoke 101 hosted by
Tenacious T

SOUTH POMFRET
7 p.m. Artistree - Open Mic

FRI
3/1

CASTLETON

6 p.m. Blue Cat Bistro - Rebecca
Padula

KILLINGTON

1 p.m. Bear Mountain Base
Lodge — Duane Carleton

2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Daniel
Brown

2 p.m. Snowshed's Long Trail
Pub - Nick Bredice

4 p.m. The Foundry — Jamie's
Junk Show

6 p.m. Rivershed - Mike Brown

7 p.m. Still on the Mountain -
Nick Bredice

7 p.m. The Foundry — Jenny
Porter

7:30 p.m. McGrath's Irish Pub
- Kilashandra

8 p.m. Pickle Barrel Nightclub —
The Zoo

9 p.m. Jax Food &mp; Games -
Jamie's Junk Show

9 p.m. Moguls Sports Pub - Last
Chair Band

9:30 p.m. Wobbly Barn - The
Benderz

LONDONDERRY
6 p.m. New American Grill -
Sammy B

QUECHEE
5:30 p.m. Public House Pub -
Kind Bud

By DJ Dave Hoffenberg
Have a music scene coming up? Email djdavehoff@gmail.com

RUTLAND

6 p.m. American Legion - Ryan
Fuller

SOUTH POMFRET
7 p.m. Artistree — The Vermont
Mandolin Trio

SAT
3/2

BOMOSEEN

5:30 p.m. Lake Bomoseen Lodge
- James Joel

BRIDGEWATER

8 p.m. Woolen Mill Comedy Club
— Comedy Night with Headliner
Sharon Simon

KILLINGTON

2 p.m. Pico's Last Run Lounge -
Daniel Brown

5 p.m. Pickle Barrel Nightclub —
Jamie's Junk Show

6 p.m. Moguls Sports Pub -
Duane Carleton

6 p.m. Rivershed - Mike Brown
6 p.m. Wobbly Barn - KGB

6:30 p.m. O'Dwyers Pub -
County Down

6:30 p.m. Still on the Mountain -
Liz Reedy

7 p.m. The Foundry — Jenny
Porter

7:30 p.m. McGrath's Irish Pub
- Kilashandra

8 p.m. Northstar Lodge Lounge -
Carl Anton

8 p.m. Pickle Barrel Nightclub —
The Zoo

9 p.m. Jax Food &mp; Games -
Aaron Audet Band

9:30 p.m. Wobbly Barn — The
Benderz

10 p.m. Pickle Barrel Crows
Nest- Jamie's Junk Show

LUDLOW

9 a.m. Okemo’s Sunburst Six
Bubble - Lift Line Party with DJ
Dave

2 p.m. Apres Afternoons at Clock
Tower — DJ Dave's Dance Party

2 p.m. Apres Afternoon at
Jackson Gore- Dustin Marshall

7 p.m. The Killarney — Ruby
Street

PROCTORSVILLE

4 p.m. Outer Limits Brewing -
Eric King

QUECHEE
5:30 p.m. Public House Pub -
Rose Hip Jam

STOCKBRIDGE
7:30 p.m. Wild Fern - Rick
Redington & amp; Tuff Luv

SUN
3/3

KILLINGTON

12 p.m. Rivershed - Brunch with
Mike Brown

1 p.m. Pico's Last Run Lounge -
Duane Carleton

2 p.m. Snowshed's Long Tralil
Pub - Rhys Chalmers

5 p.m. The Foundry — Jazz Night
with the Summit Pond Quartet

5:30 p.m. Mary Lou's - Daniel
Brown

6 p.m. Liquid Art — Tee Boneicus
Jones

6 p.m. Rivershed - Trivia
7 p.m. Still on the Mountain -

Comedy &amp; Cocktails with
Headliner Sharon Simon

9 p.m. Jax Food & amp; Games -
Jenny Porter

STOCKBRIDGE
7:30 p.m. Wild Fern - Rick
Redington’s Looping Mayhem

MON
3/4

KILLINGTON

2 p.m. K1 Base Lodge - Duane
Carleton

2 p.m. Snowshed's Long Trail
Pub - Chris Pallutto

5:30 p.m. Mary Lou’s - BAK’'n

6 p.m. Rivershed - Mandatory
Mondaves with Name That Tune
Bingo by DJ Dave

8 p.m. Jax Food &amp; Games
- Karaoke

LUDLOW

8:30 p.m. The Killarney — Open
Mic Night with Indigenous
Entertainment

TUES
3/5

KILLINGTON

4 p.m. North Star Lodge Star
Lounge — Chamber Mixer with
music by The Chunky Seltzers

5:30 p.m. Mary Lou's - Bow
Thayer &amp; Krishna Guthrie

6 p.m. Rivershed - Nick Bredice

8 p.m. Jax Food &amp;
Games - Taco

Tuesday with Rick
Webb

LONDONDERRY

6:30 p.m. New American Grill -
Trivia hosted by Zach Yakaitis

LUDLOW

6 p.m. The Killarney — Trivia with
Rick Davis

PITTSFIELD
6:30 p.m. Town Hall - Acoustic
Jam

QUECHEE

5 p.m. The Public House - Jim
Yeager

RUTLAND

8:30 p.m. Center Street Alley —
Acoustic Open Mic hosted by
Josh LaFave

e
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How muchis too much for aschool

Killington Select Board Candldate Ilm Haft explalns the schoolbond, budget ¢

I've been on the school board for 15
ofthe past 16 years. I've watched the
plans for anew building grow and
develop and the process by which the
$99 million bond article now appears
on the ballot for voters to approve or
deny March 5.

I'was, mostrecently, the chair of the
buildings and grounds committee, so
I'm also keenly aware of the structural
disrepair the district school build-
ings face. I've often advocated for
increased spending for maintenance
and rehabilitation. Check the records.
Specifically, [was the one that pushed
toreopen the Pomfret school; I pushed
for new heating systems (HVAC) in all
the elementary schools; I pushed for
upgrades to the middle school/high
school doors for improved security
when teachers had resorted to prop-
ping them open. More generally, for
over adecade, I pushed foralarger
budget for buildings and grounds in
order to properly maintain our existing
structures —which would have prevent-
ed some of the worst damage we're now
seeingin the schools.

I also pushed the district to adopt a
$10 million proposal from Johnson
Controls (JCI), half of which would
have been guaranteed in future ener-
gy savings! Itincluded not only new
plumbing and electric at the middle
school/high school, butalso a $1 mil-
lion biomass boiler plant (that could be
converted to serve anew high school
down the road) but also solar panel car
ports and many other efficiency up-
grades notonly at the middle school/
high school, butalso at the areas’ ele-
mentary schools! See chartabove,
which shows the $9.2 million plan after
the biomass plant was removed from
the plans.

Paid for by Jim Haff

Woodstock
Elementary
School

Woodstock Union
High/Middle School

Prosper Valley Barnard R Killington

School Academy E'ES'"::)IW Elementary School

WCSU Office

1|Lighting - Interior Retrofit v v v v v v
2|Lighting - Exterior Retrofit v L v o v
3|Building Envelope - Weatherization 4 [ < v < [ L
4|Bulding Envelope - Attic I nsulation v
5/Building Envelope - Roof Replacement v v
6|Facility Management System v v ¥ v 4 v L
7|Demand Controlled Ventilation v v v
8|Exhaust Fan Control v
9|Unit Ventilator Upgrade <
10[Arr H. Unit - ERV X
10JAir Handling Unit - VFD on Fans v v v v
11|Pumping System - VFD on Hot Water Pumps v v
12|Motors - Energy Efficient M otor Replacement v v L v
13|Heating System - Boiler Burner Replacement v v v v v v
14|Heating System - Steam Tr X
14|Heating System - Pipe and Valve Insulation v v v o v
15|Water Conservation v v v v v v v
16|Walk-in Coolers / Walk-in Freezers v
17|Energy Efficiert Transformers <
18|Renewable Energy- Photovoltaic Generation v 4 L4 [ X
19|Lighting - Sports Fields X
19|Window Replacement 4

Net Financed Investment Paid By Energy &

O&M Savings:

Customer Capital Contribution
Total Project Net Cost:

Loan Interest Rate:

Loan Term in Years:

Annual Lease Payment:

So, for those of you who thinkI'm an-
ti-spending, it’s simply not true. But I
amreally frustrated listening to a small
group that’s been pushing ONLY for a
new school building and telling voters it’s
the only option. That’s simply not true!

Atthe Select Board Meeting Monday,
Feb. 26, I broughtJClin to do a presen-
tation for our board and voting public
to see the original plan for $10 million.
Itwould have brought the schools up
to code with improvements that would
last 15-20 years giving us time for the
state to figure out a better consolidation
plan and reinstate state aid for regional
hubs. The plan would have taken care of
our elementary schools too.

The only reason any of the elementary
schools have gotten any fundinginre-
centyearsis because of a performance
contract by JCI, as the district board has
avoided bonds (except for the roof at
Killington Elementary School) out of

$4.065.476

$5.134.528

$9,200,004
4.72%

20

$318.524

L}ohnson /})1

Controls

fear of “bond fatigue” that might jeopar-
dize their newbuild bond from passing.
Not onlyis that thinking short-sighted
but so are the actual plans for the new
building.
It's the wrong building; and the wrong
time forit.

“Newer and Fewer:” The new build
istoo smalltobe aregional hub

The state is waking up to the severity of
its education funding problems, which
stem from losing 20% of the student
population over the past20 years. There
are serious talks of further consolida-
tion with a “Newer and Fewer” strategy
possibly coming down the pike. Thisis
the only way that the state can effective-
ly solve the problem. But IF Woodstock
middle school/high school wants to be
thathub, why are we building a building
for only 600 kids?

We need to plan to be a hub.

for
Or¢
hel

grc
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¢ Can YOU afford it?

ind how the correlating taxes will affect you

sat with the former Superintendent
ry Beth Banos four year ago and sug-
ted we go to the state and say: “Look,
are the No. 3 schoolin state and we
uld love to be one of the main hubs
middle school/high school. Butin
ler for ustodothatwe need state

p to shutdown other area schools.”
/ith this possibility, at buildings and
yunds I was pushing for a building for
00-1,200 students thinking about the
ure, notjust some immediate dream
a for our current population.
recently asked the new build com-
ttee: “Are you atleast planning struc-
al engineering to add a third floor to
yand if we need itin the future?”
vastold “No.”

his plan makes no sense.

he affordability problem
astly, in addition to it being abad
n, I'm afraid a $4.5 million bond pay-

”Qchool Bond
& Budget

“lenjoy servmg thig town. U'm definitely not
just al-2 topic candidate, but rather focus on
all subjects — town and school — that affect
voters and help out wherever [ ean.
m hoping for your support, March 5.”

C([,

ment per year with only the possibility
of 150 additional students to offset any
costs, will make those of us who current-
lylive here unable to continue to afford
tolive here.

Thisyear alone, 6 of the 7 townsin the
districtare seeing a 25% increase our
education taxes. Only Pomfret, which
recently did its reappraisal, isless at 15%
— because the district budgetis up 15%!!

How can the administration give
themselves 5% raises in tough economic
times like this?

The district also used one-time money
from pandemic funds to hire perma-
nent positions, causing a 26% increase
in staff costs.

I'm also voting “NO” on the school
budget.

A “NO” vote on the new school bond is
not the end of this discussion. Rather it’s
justthe beginning of better planning for
the future of our students.

b)) Selecf

Np.‘?V

— Jim Haff

Board /

Killington Forward:
My next 3 years on
the Select Board

Vote Jim Haff for Select Board on
March 5 for consistency, accountability

I’'m asking for your support.
Please vote for me to continue to serve you
on the Killington Select Board. We have a great
team and some important projects thatI'd like to
help the town see through to completion.
Afewpast Select Board accomplishments:
o TIF: Helped initiate and manage processes
o Julyflooding: helped coordinate recovery
e GolfCourse: Helped turn around finances
o Named 2022 Volunteer of the Year by the
town Recreation Department
» PartofKillington Select Board thatwas
named 2023 Community Leader of the Year
by the Chamber & Eco-
nomic Development of
the Rutland Region.

Paid for by
George Brant
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lash and Berm Banked Slalom returns

Friday, March 1- Sunday, March 3 at 8 a.m.—KILLINGTON—Killington Resort, Darkside Snowboards, and Burton are teaming up once again for the
10th Annual Slash & Berm Banked Slalom. Snowboarders will gather at The Stash terrain park in Killington to take advantage of the natural terrain and all
the creative elements the mountain has to offer for a great cause.
This year, all proceeds from the event will be donated to the Friends of Rutland skatepark. The Friends of Rutland skatepark is an organization dedicated
to building a concrete skatepark in the city of Rutland.
The action will start on Friday with a shop team invite-only banked slalom event—local shops will enter teams to compete for the Slash & Berm Banked
Slalom title. The action continues on Saturday, when the eventis open to all snowboarders and will be timed individually.
New for this year:
Groms (snowboarders ages 13 & under) will be able to test their chops alongside the adults in The Stash on Saturday! Additionally, instead of the Just for
Funrun, is a switch run during the afternoon on Saturday. This will only be open to the first 50 participants who sign up!
The action concludes on Sunday with the Grom Slalom event (for competitors ages 13 & under), which will take place in the Lil’ Stash at Ramshead.
Divisions:

e  Grom Boys (13 & under) =
o GromGirls (13 & under) Frl -Su n
¢ OpenMenl13+ MarCh

e OpenWomen 13+

o LegendsMen40+ 1 _3
e Legends Women 40+

Rules:

This competition is for snowboarders only. Due to the course location, there will be no spectator area on Friday or Saturday. Each participant must wear a
properly fastened snow sports helmet during all event practice, inspection and competition.

Scope it out. Make a habit of course/venue inspection before every event. Know your limits (skill and ability levels) and stay within them. This isn’t the time to try something you've
never done before.

o  Friday: four team members will take wo runs each. Top three individual times are combined for best time: One missed gate results in a disqualified run.

e  Saturday: Best of two runs; one missed gate results in a disqualified run.

Volunteers:

Killington Resort will host all three days of the event, and we are looking for volunteer to help in 3 key areas: Registration, Gate Checkers and Runners. Volunteers will receive a lift ticket
to return to Killington for every shift worked. Lift tickets earned are valid 1 year from the date they are received. Lunch will also be provided for each shift worked. Volunteers mustbe 18
years of age or older.

Sign-up is on afirst-come, first-served basis and you will be e-mailed a confirmation upon sign-up.

Forregistration and further infromation, visit: killington.com

Courtesy Killington Resort
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Game night with RYP and
the Hub CoWorks promises
to be a fun-filled evening

Feb. 29 at5 p.m.—RUTLAND—Rutland Young Profession-
als (RYP) and The Hub CoWorks are teaming up to host an
exciting game night, inviting the community to join them for
an evening of friendly competition and camaraderie. The
event will take place at The Hub CoWorks, located at 67
Merchants Row, Suite 201 (2nd floor) in Rutland.

Attendees can look forward to an array of board games,
card games, and opportunities to connect with fellow
community members. Food and beverages will be provided. Guests
are encouraged to bring their favorite games and their competitive spirit.
Additionally, there will be raffle prizes up for grabs, adding
to the excitement of the evening.

Admission to the game night is free, but space is
limited, so attendees are encouraged to secure
their spot early.

For more
information and 4
to reserve a spot
visit: thehubut.
com

i

Courtesy The Hub Co Works
Rutland Young Professionals (RYP) and The Hub CoWorks are partnering to host a game
nighton Feb. 29 at 5 p.m. at The Hub CoWorks.

Letterkenny presents: A night of
stand-up comedy at the
Paramount Theatre

Wednesday, Feb. 28 at 8 p.m.—RUTLAND—Fans of the hit Canadian
sitcom "Letterkenny" are in for a treat as the characters step out from
the screen and onto the stage for a night of stand-up comedy at
Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St., Rutland.

Headlined by Mark Forward, known for his role as "Coach"
on the show, the event will also feature stand-up sets by
JeffMcEnery, who portrays "Alexander," and Allie Pearse,
awriter for both "Letterkenny" and the spin-off sitcom
"Shoresy."

Described as "a surreal Canadian Comedy to rival
Schitt’s Creek" by The New Yorker and hailed as "one
ofthe most endearing and smartest comedies on TV"
by Forbes, "Letterkenny" has garnered a devoted
fanbase over its 12 seasons and received numerous
awards, including a Canadian Screen Award for
"Best Comedy Series."

In addition to "Letterkenny," creator Jared
Keeso has also produced the sitcom "Shoresy,"
which stars Keeso himself and is also available for
streaming.

For moreinformation, visit: paramountvt.org

Courtesy paramount Theatre
Mark Forward

Courtesy The Zoo
The Zoo, a popular nightclub band, will perform at Pickle Barrel Nightclub in Killington on
March 2. The band, known for their versatility, has performed at events like the New York

Islander and the NHL's Winter Classic.

The Zoo is let loose at the Pickle Barrel

Saturday, March 2 at 8 p.m.—KILL-
INGTON—Why would anyone remember
June 12,1994? Well, that’s the day of the
famous O.]. Simpson slow-speed chase. It
was also the day of The Zoo's very first live
engagement and they've been running at
high-speed ever since. Their skyrocketing
popularity has been highlighted by an ap-
pearance on TRL (Total Request Live) host-
ed by Carson Daly, as well as appearances
on MTV’s Ultimate Cover Band contest,
thelatter of which culminated in The Zoo
reaching the prize winners’ platform.

The Zoo, long a nightclub favorite, has
become increasingly popular on the corpo-
rate and private event circuit. The New York
Islanders have been fans of the band for
years and The Zoo has not only performed
for the New York Islander organization, but
was even chosen to perform at the National
Hockey League’s Winter Classic at Fenway
Parkin Boston.

The Zoo is aband that’s always on the
go and never afraid to travel. The band has
performed at destination weddings from
Cape Cod to Miami and nightclubs from
the deserts of Las Vegas to the ski slopes of
Vermont.

TheZoois one versatile band. Thisisa
group thatis just as comfortable perform-
ingata posh gala as they are performing
in front of araucous beach crowd. Nobody
knows how to keep a party going like front
man and founding member, Randall John.
He and femalelead vocalist Ginger DeVito
front this powerhouse of aband. Randy has
kept theline-up youthful over the years and
the currentline-up is perhaps the freshest
and hottestyet.

The Zoo will perform at the Pickle Barrel
Nightclub on 1741 Killington Road, Killing-
ton Saturday.

For more information visit: picklebarrel-
nightclub.com
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ST PATRICK'S DAY ST suMoek, - SATURDAY
Embrace the Luck of the Iri 7N

Shamrock Tableware

Fun _Drinkyvare ‘ FREE KIDS FUN RUN
Festive Décor N

Hats # COSTUMES ENCOURAGED
Sunglasses .\ AFTERPARTY ATHOP
Beads \ : N' MOOSE BREWERY

Accessories
RACE STARTS AT

PRE-REGISTRATION
DAY OF REGISTRATION

negisten todouy! J

PROCEEDS BENEFIT COME ALIVE OUTSIDE

SPONSORED BY:

HERITAGE J
The Party Store P20 FAMILY 08, 1S -

129 Stl‘ongs Ave Rutland | 802-773-3155 q];\lRutland Regional ~ LEPRECHAUN LEAP POWERED BY

Medical Center RUTLAND REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

4.8/CSTOMER 1'Base irvey of over
SATIéFACTION aag - 290,000 Val gipstant Oil
change customef& ually.

; o e oy e
$ ANY FAST, val
FULL-SERVICE Tstant ailarae .
OIL CHANGE' tanl ——

*With this coupon. Includes up to 5 gts. any Valvoline motor oil, std. filter, lube & maintenance check.
May not be combined with other same-service offers or discounts. Expires 3/31/2023

RUTLAND 60 U.S. Rte.7 (near Kinney Subaru) 773-0677
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Friday, March 1, at 6 p.m.—BARNARD—The next BarnArts
Community Contra Dance will be held at the Barnard Town
Hall, 115 North Road, Barnard on Friday, March 1. A potluck
begins at 6 p.m. and dancing will go from 6:30-9 p.m. The pot-
luck part of the event, sponsored by The Mountain School, will
feature a plethora of dishes from the unique Vershire school’s
cooking class.

Music will be provided bylocal favorites Blind Squirrel with
calling by Erin Smith. Blind Squirrel features Upper Valley
musicians and ardent dancers Erin Smith and Steve Hoffman
on fiddle, Suzanne Long on fiddle/cello, Christina Jeske on
whistle, and Chip Hedler on guitar.

Theyhave been an ensemble for nearly a decade and their
love of the music and the joy ofplaying together for dancers

BarnArts holds second cbmmunity
Contra Dance of the year on Friday

All-ages dance and potluck kicks off March 1

m LOTTERY

et

killington

mar

keeps them going. Their repertoire draws on French Canadian,
southern old-time, celtic, and northern New England tradi-
tions.

All ages and experience levels are welcome to join in on the
fun!Many students from The Mountain School will be in atten-
dance, learning contra dancing for the first time. Come with a
group, as a couple, or by yourself and be ready for a lively night
making new friends. Partners are mixed and matched before
each dance and everyone has plenty of dancing opportunities.

Community members are also welcome to just come for the
potluck, watch the dancing,and see whatit’s all about.

Please bringindoors shoes to keep the dance floor clean.

The event is free, with donations appreciated.

For more info and to reserve a spot, visit: barnarts.org.

S, PRODUCE & SEAFOOD

eerandwine

DELICATESSEN

Baked Goods & Breads

Courtest BarnArts
BarnArts Center for the Arts is hosting its second Community Contra Dance on March 1 at Barnard Town Hall. The event fea-
tures a potluck, dancing, and music by Blind Squirrel. Participants are welcome of all ages and experience levels, and partners
are encouraged to mix and swap. The event is free, and donations are appreciated.

Experience the magic of Hollywood soundtracks with the
Vermont Symphony Orchestra at the Paramount Theatre

Sunday, March 3 at 3 p.m.—RUTLAND—The Vermont Symphony Orchestra (VSO) invites audiences to embark on a musical
journey with its "The Hollywood Sound" concert. Held at The Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St., Rutland, this event celebrates the
iconicfilm scores that have shaped cinematic experiences over the past 80 years.

Under the baton of VSO Music Director Andrew Crust, attendees will be treated to a diverse selection of film music, ranging
from the allure of American dramas to the realms of Japanese anime. The concert will feature VSO Concertmaster Katherine Win-
terstein, who will perform Korngold’s enchanting 1945 film score-infused violin concerto.

Before the concert, guests are invited to the complimentary pre-concert discussion, "Musically Speaking," starting at 2 p.m. This
session offers insights into the evening's program, enhancing the overall concert experience.

Ticket Information:

Adults: $22, $34 + tax/fees/Students: $10 + tax/fees. Children under 12: Free with accompanying adult (each child's ticket must
have a corresponding adult ticket to be valid)

Tix: ci.ovationtix.com/36265.

Program:

¢ NinoRota: Godfather Suite

¢ Joe Hisaishi: Symphonic Variation "Merry-Go-Round" from Howl’s Moving Castle

e Bernard Hermann: Psycho Suite for Strings

e MaxSteiner: Casablanca Suite

o  ErichKorngold: Violin Concerto in D Major, Op. 35

For moreinformation, visi: paramountvt.org.

Check FB for Holiday
Weekend Hours

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Daily Specials posted on Facebook &
Call Deli 802-422-71594

Special requests are always welcome!

MOUNTAIN TOP
RESORT

One of Vermont’s Best Views Including:
Spa & Salon Open | Horse Drawn Sleigh Rides | Ice Skating
XC Skiing | Snowshoeing | Luxurious Accommodations

Lunch and Dinner Served Daily

)

802.483.2311 | mountaintopresort.com
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/{% Restaurant

Serving Dinner
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Pub menu
served daily
Mon-Fri 3-9p.m.

Sat & Sun 11:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

#1 Apres MTB/Hike
DESTINATION

Rte. 4 between Killington & Pico
802-775-7181

innatlongtrail.com
Rooms & Suites available
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Explore the future of humanity on Leap

Day with Robert Black

Thursday, Feb. 29 atnoon—RUTLAND— Adults are invited to embark on a journey into the
unknown with Robert Black;, artist Robert Black, collagist, photographer, and architect, for a se-
ries of talks and hands-on sessions centered around the theme "One Giant Leap for Humanity."

In these engaging sessions, participants will explore what the future may bring with new
awareness of psyche and physics to bring new perspectives oflife forming in us by the shiny

technology of Al and by the mind-blowingimages
of the James Webb Space Telescope.

Event Details:

o  Date:Feb.29

e Time:Noon-2p.m.

e Location: Chaffee Art Center, 16 So. Main

St., Rutland.
Sessions:

SessionI: Lunch 'N Learn-12noon-2 p.m.

Introductory discussion, brief talk/slide pre-
sentation, followed by a collaborative conversa-
tion where participants can share their impres-
sions of the topic presented. Participants may
bring their own lunches and attend only SessionI.

SessionII: ARTLAB-1p.m.-2p.m.

Afun, creative, hands-on activity to explore
participants’ expressions of the day's theme in
Session I. All materials will be provided. Partici-
pants are encouraged to attend both Session I &
Session II for the richest experience.

Ticket information:

o $25forthefull 2-hour session

e $20for1hour

Must pre-register

For more information and to register, visit:
chaffeeartcenter.org or call 802-775-0356.

Submitted
James Webb Space Telescope

Town Meeting

Pasta Dinner

Take Out

Monday, March 4
Drive Thru at the

Public Safety Building on the
Killington Road

Lasagna/Salad/Bread/Dessert

= @

Serving from 4:30—6:00
Suggested Donation $5

Proceeds benefit
Killington’s Little White Church
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REEN MOUNTAIN
ROCK CLIMBING CENTER

Lunar phase

By Pat Wise

Midnight sky,

Sphere glows bright

Cast ethereal beams at night.

Fullmoon gleaming satellite

Set controls for patterned flight

Captive sight,

Cosmic trance, i
Darkness brightened, glow enhanced. \
Guidingsouls :
From distance far

Guarding dreams

Where lightis sparce

Through darks embrace

Onendless days

Captivating lunar phase.

~ MonthruFri3-9 FEE
= Sat&Sun12-5 (08

-~ " Py e i 5

WOODSTOCK AVE. RT.

&= : — ]
The full moon has been quite noticeable the last few nights as the moon hasreached RUTLAND | 802-773-3343 | 223
alunar phase when the sun illuminates 99.9% of the moon's face. It occurs when the sun

and moon are aligned on opposite sides of Earth, with 12 full moons per year. The moon's
orbitis characterized by perigee and apogee points, with supermoons near the perigee
and micromoons near the apogee. Changes in perspective allow up to 59% of the moon's
surface to be visible from Earth. The full moon phase has influenced human culture for
millennia, including Easter Sunday, deities, mental illness, supernatural transforma-
tions, sleep, crime, and more.

TOWN OF

KILLINGTON
_ VERMONT

¥ W » NOTICE OF AMENDMENT TO THE
FALSE ALARM ORDINANCE

On February 12, 2024, the Selectboard of the Town of Killington, Vermont,
adopted amendments to the existing False Alarm Ordinance pursuant to 24
V.S.A. Chapter 59. This notice is published pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §1973 to inform
the public of these amendments and of the citizens’ right to petition for a vote to
disapprove these amendments.

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS/ADDENDUM TO ORDINANCE
Purpose: This ordinance amendment is to clarify the roles and titles of
responsible personnel and departments.

Principle Provisions:
Remove Constables and Volunteer Firefighters and replace them with Police

and Firefighters
Appoint Fire Chief as administrative point of contact

FULL TEXT
The full text of the ordinance is available at the Town ClerKs Office, 2706 River
Road, Killington, Vermont and may be examined during regular office hours.

CITIZENS’ RIGHT TO PETITION FOR VOTE

Title 24 V.S.A. §1973 grants the citizens the right to petition for a vote at a
special or annual Town Meeting to disapprove ordinance amendments adopted
by the Selectboard. To exercise this right, citizens must present to the Selectboard
or the Town Clerk a petition for a vote on the question of disapproving the
amendments signed by not less than five percent (5%) of the Town’s qualified
voters. The petition must be presented within forty-four (44) days following the
date of the adoption of the amendments. Unless a petition requesting a vote is
filed pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §1973, the amended Traffic Ordinance shall become
effective sixty (60) days from the date of said adoption.

PERSON TO CONTACT

Additional information pertaining to this Ordinance may be obtained by
contacting the Town Manager, Michael Ramsey at the Town Office located at 2706
River Road, Killington, Vermont, 05751 or by calling 802-422-3241 during regular
office hours. This summary is posted in 5 designated locations throughout town
and can be found on the town’s website: www.killingtontown.com

DATE POSTED: February 21, 2024
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Great Breakfast & Brunch
MTWTEF: 7-12 | Sat, Sun: 7 -1

country_cafe

@back.
© =

BACKCOUNTRY

802:422:-441'1!

[}HINEBE GOURMET

HIBACH
STEAKHOUSE

Lo "N >
AR iidtwayluplKillington/Access RIS = « -

Open for,Indoor; Dining, Take-Out and Delivery

vermontsushi.com ©:802.422.4241
ot news!

&q We want to know!

Email us at editor@mountaintimes.info

OPEN 11-5PM THURSDAY-SUNDAY & MONDAY 12-6PM

3 SOUP DOG || srmsere
¥ KILLINGTON |

THE TOASTED
PECAN

SIMPLY SOUTHERN

SERVING DINNER 4PM
WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY

CHEF OWNED & OPERATED

TOASTEDPECANVT.COM

2640 VT RTE 100
PITTSFIELD VT 05762

802-746-8999

W your ste bude
e A
/£ Y K/w

' )

Killington offers a diverse culinary diverse culinary
scene with local pubs serving wings, burgers, sushi,
seafood, and steakhouses, catering to all palates and
preferences.

N Rdland CO-OP
c o — o P The Rutland Area Food Co-op is a community-owned

grocery and wellness market situated in downtown Rut-
land. As a food cooperative, we are owned by a membership base of around 2,000
members. We aim to provide affordable access to high-quality, local, organic and
sustainable foods and goods. At the same time, as a mission-driven, community-ori-
ented business, we proudly strengthen our region by carrying products of more than
180 local businesses. 77 Wale St. Rutland. rutlandcoop.com 802-773-0737

Sugar and Spice
!l 4‘/%1’\ Stop on by to Sugar and Spice for a home style
-v A;yc *;;m 1ONT breakfast or lunch served up right. Try six different
(; :P“j\ kinds of pancakes and/or waffles or order up some

| ) eggs and home fries. For lunch they offer a Filmore
salad, grilled roast beef, burgers and sandwiches.
Take away available.
www.vtsugarandspice.com 802-773-7832.

Mownlain. 70 1o

Whether staying overnight or visiting for the day,
Mountain Top’s Dining Room & Tavern serve
delicious cuisine amidst one of Vermont's best
views. A mix of locally inspired and International
cuisine — including salads, seafood, poultry and
a new steakhouse menu - your taste buds are sure to be satisfied. Choose from 12
Vermont craft brews on tap. Warm up by the terrace fire pit after dinner! A short drive
from Killington. mountaintopinn.com, 802-483-2311.

ESPRESSO BAR * GALLERY * COCKTAILS

LI LIQUID ART

VRESTAURANT

o LuwTMusic X,
THURSDAYS:
Je OPENMIC

SUNDAYS:
T BONEICUS JONES

) than, just ¢

Healthy Fare
Dine In o Take Out

BREAKFAST | LUNCH | DINNER

Thurs, Fri & Mon: 8am-9pm ¢+ Sat - Sun: 7am-9pm ¢ Tues: 8am-3pm

KILLINGTON, VT | 802-422-2787 | LIQUIDARTVT.COM

tnatLong 7rall

Looking for something a little different? Hit up
McGrath’s Irish Pub for a perfectly poured pint of
Guinness, live music on the weekends and delicious
food. Casual dining at Rosemary's Restaurant. Visit
innatlongtrail.com, 802-775-7181.

Liguid Art

Relax in the warm atmosphere at Liquid Art.
Look for artfully served lattes from their La
Marzocco espresso machine, or if you want
something stronger, try their signature cocktails.
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner, they focus on healthy fare and provide you with
a delicious meal different than anything else on the mountain. liquidartvt.com, (802)
422-2787.

LIQUID ART

COFFEEHOUSE
& GALLERY

Back Country Cage

A@K The Back Country Café is a hot spot

@@MWRY for delicious breakfast foods. Choose
from farm fresh eggs, multiple kinds
of pancakes and waffles, omelets or

daily specials to make your breakfast one of a kind. Just the right heat Bloody
Marys, Mimosas, Bellini, VT Craft Brews, Coffee and hot chocolate drinks.
Maple Syrup and VT products for sale. Check Facebook for daily specials.
802-422-4411.

Killington Markel

Take breakfast, lunch or dinner on the go at
Kilington Market, Killington's  on-mountain
grocery store for the last 30 years. Choose from
breakfast sandwiches, hand carved dinners,

killington

market

pizza, daily fresh hot panini, roast chicken, salad and specialty sandwiches. Vermont
products, maple syrup, fresh meat and produce along with wine and beer are also
for sale. killingtonmarket.com 802-422-7736 or 802-422-7594.
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The Toasted Pecan restaurant, serving
dinner Wednesday through Saturday,
4pm. Southern inspired cuisine,
featuring local Vermont produce, meats,
cheese and products. Chef owned and
operated. Located in Pittsfield, a short drive from Killington on Route 100.
toastedpecanvt.com. 802-746-8999.

THE TOASTED

PECAN

SIMPLY SOUTHERN

SouthSide SteakHouse

Southside provides a modem approach
NG TN T sl to a classic American steakhouse. Join
us for an inviting, upbeat atmosphere
featuring thoughtfully crafted food made with the highest quality steaks & chops,
fresh seafood, and seasonal produce. We offer dinner and drink service in our dining
room, bar & lounge, and on our seasonal patio, weather permitting. (802) 772-7556
southsidesteakhouse.com

Aouthside

W Cwices Restuvanit
zzzzzzz ¢ Rotisseric

ofisserie was named 2012 “Ski magazines” favorite restau-
rant. Choices may be the name of the restaurant but it is also what you get. Soup of
the day, shrimp cocktail, steak, hamburgers, a variety of salads and pastas, scallops,
monkfish, lamb and more await you. An extensive wine list and in house made desserts
are also available. choicesrestaurantkillington.com (802) 422-4030.

Moguls

Voted the best ribs and burger in Killington, Mo-
guls is a great place for the whole family. Soups,
onion rings, mozzarella sticks, chicken fingers,
buckets of chicken wings, salads, subs and pas-
ta are just some of the food that's on the menu.
Free shuttle and take away and delivery options are available. mogulssportspub.com
802-422-4777.

Solutions

Crossword

o m| xm M|/ M| - |2

MaryLou's

"Mary Lou’s is your perfect place to warm up
and enjoy wood fired pizza, drinks and live
music. Sit by the fireplace by the lower bar!
Please check our updates by hitting the Up-
date tab. See you here!"  (802) 422-9885.

marylouskillington.com

Sushi Yoshi

SusHI Sushi Yoshi s Killington's true culinary adventure.
YOSH! With Hibachi, Sushi, Chinese and Japanese, we
B BT have something for every age and palate. Private
S Tatame rooms and large party seating available.
We boast a full bar with 20 craft beers on draft.
We are chef-owned and operated. Serving lunch
and dinner. Delivery or take away option available. Now open year round.
www.vermontsushi.com 802-422-4241.

Lookout Tavern,

A place for fun, friends and good times here in Killington!
Everything from soup to nuts for lunch and dinner; juicy
burgers, fresh salads, delicious sandwiches and K-Town’s
best wings. Your first stop after a full day on the Mountain
for a cold beer or specialty drink and a great meal!
lookoutvt.com, 802-422-5665.

Soup Dog

With a focus on soups and hotdogs, this restaurant
offers a delicious and comforting menu for visitors and
locals alike. Opening in the winter of 2023, Soup Dog
invites guests to stop by and enjoy their tasty offerings.
The menu features a wide variety of soups, paired with delicious bread, as
well as specialty hotdog toppings. Guests also have the option to create their
own hotdog combinations. (802) 353-9277. Visit us on Facebook.

b 2 )
2872 KILLINGTON RD BEHIND DOMENICS PIZZERIA
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Come to our sugarhouse for
the best breakfast around!
After breakfast, check out

owr gift shop for all your
souvenir, gift, and maple
syrup needs. We Look
forward to your visit!

Serving Breakfast § Lunch
Fa.m. - 2p.m. daily

Sugar & Spice Restaurant & Gift Shop
Rt. 4 Mendon, VT
802-773-7832 | www.vtsugarandspice.com

STEAKHOUSE

to the classic American
556@%%&6(/5 e.

Join us for an inviting, upbeat atmosphere,

featuring thoughtfully crafted food made

with the highest quality steaks & chops,

fresh seafood, and seasonal produce.
southsidesteakhouse.com

(802) 772-7556

170 S Main Street, Rutland, VT
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Lee Brice's old-
out performance
marks a night of
country music
excellence

Friday, March 1 at 7:30 p.m.—RUTLAND—
Multi-Platinum selling country music sensation Lee
Briceis set to deliver aremarkable performance at the
Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St., Rutland. With all tickets sold
out, fans are anticipating an unforgettable evening of music.
Lee Brice boasts an impressive track record with nine radio
singles reaching the #1 spot, including chart-toppers like “A Wom-
an Like You,” “Hard to Love,” and “I Drive Your Truck.” His lyrics
have resonated with audiences worldwide, earning him multiple
RIAA certifications and prestigious awards in the country music
industry.
Among his acclaimed hits are the Platinum-selling “Memo-
ryIDon’t Mess With,” ASCAP’s 2021 Country Song of the Year
"One of Them Girls," and the chart-topping duet "I Hope
You're Happy Now" with Carly Pearce, which has achieved
3x Platinum status. Brice's 4x Platinum hit “Rumor” has
also received accolades, including a nomination for Sin-
gle of The Year at the 55th Annual ACM Awards.
For more information, visit: paramountvt.org.

Game room!

BBQ Ribs
Wings

Salad

Burgers
Gyros

16 Draft Beers

TTIURSE DUANE CARLETON
[FL30A LAST CHAIR
(1 DUANE CARLETON-HAPPY
HOUR / GULLY BOYS @ 9P
(I1IH FREE POOL

OPEN: WED-SUN @ 3 PM
CALL: (802) 422-4777

CHG?)ICES

RESTAURANT ROTISSERIE ChO'CGSVT-CO‘

/ﬁ‘ In-house made pasta, breads, and desserts Open 6 nights"‘éa wee

(Closed Wednesdays)

! 21+ Wines by the glass ’ Chef owned 5:00 - 9:00 PM

KILLINGTON VERMONT'S
BEST FOOD + DRINK

HOMEMADE SPECIALS  STEAK BURGERS
BEST WINGS BURRITOS

SANDWICHES BBQ RIBS nféﬁf,

KILLINGTON
FOOD SHELE,,

EV SUPERCHARGERS
RENOVATED GAME ROOM

FINE TEA AND GIFTS

WARM UP WITH
LOOSE LOONA
THIS SEASON

POUDLY SERVING LOCAL BEERS FROM
Z NAOFIRUTLAND [
BEERWORKS &

We are stocked with nonperishable food, paper goods
& cleaning supplies. Any person in need, please call to
arrange a pickup. Donations accepted. Please call Nan
Salamon, 422-9244 or Ron Willis, 422-3843.
Sherburne UCC “Little White Church,” Killington, VT

11 Center St, Rutland VT
www.looseloona.com
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Courtesy of Rutland County Head Start

Rutland County Head Start has expanded its infants' and toddlers’ program to offer high-quality early learning, health care, and nutrition support. The program, funded by grants from The
Bowse Trust and Let’s Grow Kids, is expected to open on Thursday, Feb. 29 with a ribbon cutting ceremony. The program, which offers holistic support for families, includes support groups,
resources, and classroom environments designed to encourage exploration, learning, and connection.

Celebrate Rutland County’s first Early Head Start program for infants and toddlers

Thursday, Feb. 29 at 3 p.m.—RUTLAND—This year’s
Leap Day marks a huge leap forward for early childhood
education in Rutland County.

Thanks to the tireless work oflocal communityleaders
and legislators, Rutland County Head Start has expanded
to offer the nationally recognized program for infants and
toddlers to Rutland County families. The new program was
also made possible through grant support provided by The
Bowse Trust and Let’s Grow Kids.

Rutland City Mayor Mike Doenges, representatives from
the offices of Vermont’s legislative delegation, and other
communityleaders will be on hand to celebrate Rutland
County's first ever Early Head Start (EHS) program with a
ribbon cutting ceremony on Thursday, Feb. 29, at 78 Mead-
ow St.in Rutland. The event will begin with refreshments
and a tour of the new Family Resource, Art & Literacy Center
at3 p.m. followed by the ribbon cutting at 3:15 p.m. and tours
ofthe new Early Head Start classrooms.

U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders highlighted the importance
of the program for Rutland County families, saying: “Itis
good news that Rutland County Head Startis openingits first
Early Head Start program to offer infants, toddlers, and their
families high-quality earlylearning, as well as health care
and nutrition support. Ages 0 to 4 are the mostimportant
years of human life intellectually and emotionally. It should
come as no surprise to learn that when children have early
care and education, they perform better throughout school,
arelesslikely to interact with the criminal justice system,
and reportincreased overall happiness later in life. We, as a
nation, must do more to invest in federally-funded programs
like Head Start and Early Head Start, so that all families have
quality child care at a cost they can afford.”

U.S. Representative Becca Balint agreed, adding: “Head
Start programs are transformational for children and their
families, setting up our children for success from the very
beginning. For over 30 years, Rutland County Head Start has
served the Rutland community high-quality, holistic early
childhood education. The expansion of infant and toddler
programs will mean alleviating the burden of childcare for
more families through quality education. As a parentand a
former teacher, Iknow how critical these programs are for
the whole community. Investment in Head Startis an im-

portant step in continuing to put working families firstand I
look forward to the impact this will have on the communities
foryears to come”

U.S. Senator Peter Welch emphasized the importance
of partnerships in meeting community needs. “Develop-
ing a strong educational foundation
atan early age is crucial to a child’s
long-term development,” said Welch.
“There is a high demand for educa-
tional programs like Rutland’s first
Early Head Start program and we're
going to keep working with Vermont’s
childcareleaders and state and local
partners to give all families across our
state the space to learn, grow, and
thrive in our communities.”

Dick Courcelle, chief executive offi-
cer of Community Care Network, reit-
erated the importance of community
support. “After many years of planning, Community Care
Network is honored to have the opportunity to operate the
first Early Head Start program in the Rutland Region,” said
Courcelle. “We are thankful for the seed funding to kickstart
this new program, as well as the strong backing we received
from Vermont's congressional delegation, namely Senator
Bernie Sanders, Senator Peter Welch and Representative
Becca Balint, which underscored the important role Head
Start plays in supporting family stabilization and school
readiness for children and families here in Rutland County.”

Donna Barrow, Ed.D., Rutland County Head Start di-
rector, emphasized that Early Head Start offers much more
than a typical preschool or daycare. “Like our traditional
Head Start program for preschool children, Early Head Start
provides the highest-quality early education and care from
highly trained staff and holistic support for the entire family,’
said Barrow. “We provide family centered services. Our
highly-trained, responsive teachers use the Creative Curric-
ulum model, which is the leading and top-rated whole-child
curriculum to supportinfants, toddlers, preschoolers and
caregivers. And, our programs are free for eligible families.”

“Rutland County Head Start is known for high-quality
programming, and the Early Head Start program too will be

”

The expansion of
infant and toddler
programs will mean
alleviating the
burden of childcare
for more families
through quality
education.

based on best practices and the highest quality standards of
care which are crucial to healthy development and learn-
ing,” added Courcelle.

Services for Early Head Start parents and caregivers
include support groups and resources to address individual
needs such as housing stability, transpor-
tation, and assistance in meeting personal
goals such as returning to college, starting
abusiness, or developingleadership skills
as part of the organization’s policy council.
Classroom environments are designed
to intentionally create opportunities for
babies, toddlers, and caregivers to explore,
learn, and connect.

“High quality infant and toddler care
isbadly needed in our community, and
this program will provide just that along
with comprehensive family services,”
added Courcelle. “It will also complement
our long-standing Head Start preschool program. We look
forward to further expanding our programming in the years
ahead”

Early Head Start features low teacher/child ratios and
focus on early attachment, healthy development and
nutritional needs. Expertly trained program teams promote
physical, cognitive, social, and emotional development to
prepare children for continued growth, development, and
later success in primary school.

Rutland City Mayor Mike Doenges summarized the
importance of the Early Head Start expansion. “Rutland
City, like many other communities, is in need of inno-
vative childcare solutions that meet the needs oflocal
families,” said Doenges. “Early Head Start couldn’t come
atabetter time, filling a crucial gap in services thatis des-
perately needed in our city. This program goes beyond
childcare, working directly with families and providing
much-needed resources that we see demand forin
our community every day. It’s not just about nurturing
children; it’s about empowering families and building
a stronger, more resilient community for generations to
come.

For more info visit: RutlandCountyHeadStart.org.
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Rutland County Humane Society

Malibu—2y/o0. Mixed Maddy-Jack—2y/o. = - 7
breed. Spayed female. Spayed female. Beagle mix. Pop Tart—6y/o. Spayed

female. Domestic shorthair.

Johnny is a 3-4 yr old large guy that does very well with his feline b
roommates. After being tossed outside by his owner he has learned "
to love and trust people again. Johnny enjoys pets and needs a ” -
soft place to land where he will never be disappointed by people > ‘sﬂ'
again! We are open Wed.-Sat. from Noon to 4 p.m. for walk-ins. Join : y B
us March 2nd from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. for our rabies, distemper and -~ f

Remy—2y/o0. Spayed
female. Heeler mix.

microchip clinic.

This pet is available for adoption at
Springfield Humane Society
401 Skitchewaug Trail, Springfield, VT- (802) 885-3997
*Open by appointment only. spfldhumane.org

King—10y/o. Neutered
male. Domestic shorthair.
Orange tiger.

Dale—5-month-old. Black mouth Cur mix.

All of these pets are available for adoption at
Rutland County Humane Society

) : 765 Stevens Road, Pittsford, VT - (802) 483-6700 : l
Tib—1y/o. Spayed fe- Tues.-Sat. 11a.m.-4 p.m. Odin—2-3y/o. Neutered

male. Domestic shorthair. Closed Sun. & Mon. - www.rchsvt.org male. Domestic shorthair.
Brown tiger.

Nina—9-year-old spayed female. I came to Lucy Mackenzie with my
best friend, Maria, after our previous owner could sadly no longer take
care of us due to health reasons. We're here now, though, and this is
the best place for us to be while we wait to begin our next chapter.
We're both affectionate little souls with a lot of love to give. Oh, and
we're extremely bonded! So, we would like to live together with the
same family once we find our forever home. We're so bonded we
even drafted this “write-up” together!

This petis available for adoption at
Lucy Mackenzie Humane Society
4832 VT-44, Windsor, VT - (802) 484-5829 Squid—10month-old,
*(By appointment only at this time.) . . .
Tues. - Sat. 12-4 p.m. & Thurs. 12-7 p.m. - lucymac.org Fib—3y/o. Spayed fe- Leland—3y/o.Neutered = Neutered male. Mixed Mittens—12y/o. Spayed
male. Domestic shorthair. male. Domesticlonghair. breed. female. Domestic shorthair.

Catamount Fet Supplg

Compangj inle:

e

“ gof news?

296 U.S. Route 4 East
Rutland Town, VT 05701 | 802-773-7642

We want to know

Email us at
editor@mountaintimes.info

MON. - FRIL. 10°™ - 6:30P™ & SAT. 102™ - 5pm

Grooming by appointment | 802-773-7636
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RUTLAND’S PREMIERE YOGA &
PILATES STUDIO
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O
TRUEYOGA

March 21 - April 20

Leo Sagittarius
July 21 - August 20 November 21 - December 20

ﬁ _70u can’t be everything to every-
one, at least not all of the time.

This is what you’re trying to be right
now and it’s unlike you. Who are you
trying to impress? You’re only setting
yourself up for failure being some-
thing that you’re not. This week, take
some time out for yourself and ask,
“is what I am doing actually what I
want?” You might be surprised by
your own honesty!

M Taurus

In this day and age, there seems
to be quite a gap between online
and in real life. In some ways, so it
should be! While in others, it can lead
you into a false sense of reality. You
may need to be increasingly cautious
about what you do and don’t share
or communicate online or within a
friendship group. Not everyone who
smiles at you is a friend. Draw your
line and stand by it.

min

he more organized you are this

week, the better life will be for
you. Write a list of all your tasks
and obligations, as well as all the
other things on your mind you need
to do. List them in order of priority
and stick to it. Do you best to ignore
any distractions that pop up. When it
comes to your career and reputation,
don’t be afraid to ask the question if
you need answers!

ey Cancer

here’s so much you want to do and

explore right now. Despite there
being so many options, you feel limit-
ed by the array of choices. You want to
do it all, but time and money is of the
essence. Soon, the next eclipse season
will be upon us. What your life direc-
tion and family life look like will start
to change. Make your choices based
on what could be, rather than what you
think should be.

Getting on top of what you earn,
own and owe would help a lot

this week. Naturally, this has got
something to do with your finances.
Also, it may have something to do
with other kinds of entanglements you
share with others. Somewhere along
the line, a boundary has to be drawn
if the amount of give and take is out of
balance. A tough conversation is over-
due. Have it and the situation will be
so much better.

(

To say it will be a tough week in
terms of relationships is an un-
derstatement. Tough doesn’t mean di-
saster though. Please understand that.
A few rough patches are to be expect-
ed in a relationship that actually has
substance to it. If you’re questioning
that very substance, then this week,
you’ll find out if it’s got the good or
not. Don’t be afraid of asking the hard
questions. You deserve honest an-
swers. Make sure you get them.

ng‘ Libra
September 21 - October 20

Don’t put off until tomorrow what
can be done today. Sure, it may not
be what you want to do, but it is what
you have to do. Face that reality and
you’ll be better for it. Also, there is the
possibility that you’ve had enough of
playing life small. If there is something
you’ve reached your limit with, you
may need to admit that. This isn’t the
week to go along to get along.

Scorpio

,C &
A ¢‘3 5, October 21 - November 20

A:omantic situation could reach a
ipping point of sorts. Perhaps some
hard questions need to be asked. If more
honesty is required, make sure you get
it. If that honesty is asked of you, make
sure you give it. This isn’t the week to
mince your words or be evasive. If you
do, the only one who’s like to suffer will
be you. So, either face up to your reality
or your reality will face you.

Virgo
August 21 - September 20

ogistics and obligations on the

home front will be unavoidable
this week. Just when you thought
you could rest and settle down, there
is more to be done. Even if the life
you’re living right now isn’t quite the
life you want, keep in mind that the
Cosmos is testing you right now. It
won’t be too much longer before life,
once again, feels a little breezier and
light. Hang in there.

s Capricorn
December 21 - January 20

A s arule, you’re not afraid of hav-
ing an honest conversation. You

can handle the tough parts in most sit-
uations. However, right now, you’re
learning so much about yourself. As
new revelations come to light, new re-
alities dawn upon you about who you
are. You may discover that you want
something different from what you
once promised yourself. Let yourself
off the hook a little bit. It’s OK if you
change your mind. In fact, you must.

e’ é‘ Aquarius
4 January 21 - February 20

f there was ever a week to get crys-

tal clear about your money situ-
ation, this is it! You need to find out
exactly what you earn, own and owe.
If you don’t, a tough reality may begin
to dawn upon you. If you’ve already
got this part of your life in order, then
good on you! In either case, benefit
can be drawn from making some new
goals that can only improve your bank
balance and your confidence.

>

You can expect life to feel a lit-
tle bit heavier this week. As the
weight increases, so does your capac-
ity to make clearer choices that are
right for you. While you may have
to make some decisions you’d rather
not make, you’ll be better off in the
long run for making them. Don’t let
what you want now distract you from
what you want most. Keep the long
term in mind when it comes to the
decisions you’re making now.

Pisces
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The price of honesty

When you really diginto it, alack of honesty

often comes from fear, alack of worthiness.

Itdoesn’t matter ifit’s your
partner, lover, boss, friend or
social media following, this week
brings the chance to get crystal
clear about anissue thatyou
mightbe otherwise tempted to
turn ablind eye to. But, at what

People avoid being honest. There are
many reasons for it, most of them go unrec-
ognized. You might thinkit’s not to
hurt anyone’s feelings. Maybe
it'sin an attempt to be polite
ornotrocktheboat. It’s also
possible that they choose to
rationalize it away rather than
connecting with what their

intuition tells them. cost? Yes, there’s always a price
What many people fail to Cosmic to pay.
admit is that to be frank, direct Catalogue Failure to address even the

and honest also means that smallest details or ask a question

By Cassandra

rejection is also very possible. Tyndall will only harbor future resent- < .
Whatifhe/she won'tlike me ments. This week, be mindful of & ~ }
anymore or take offense andreactinanega-  whatyou choose to ignore or the price will N \

tive way? WhatifIlose Instagram followers?  be more than you're willing to pay.

The reminder of the wind

Wind blows through the trees,

Theleafless branches sway,

As chickadees fly over to them,

Flapping their little wings using the winds.

Wind blows the snow,

Across frozen lakes,

Theice clear as glass,

Little snowflakes sparkling,

As the wind blows them further.

Poetry Is Power
By Bree Sarandrea

Wind blows kindness everywhere,
Itishere to help,

From person to person,

Animal to animal,

The wind blows kindness, AL
Asalittle reminder. *}gt%{

”

The wind tells us that, e
Itisimportant to spread love,

Itisimportant to spread joy,

Listen to the wind’s little reminders,

Spread kindness everywhere every day.

The humble acorn:
A feast for wildlife

In abigmastyear for oak trees, it seems
like there’s a constant barrage of acorns
thwacking roofs, parked cars, and — some-

times — unsuspecting humans. \»

These falling nuts can seem a
nuisance. Butwhen Ilook close- 1

tree, and after falling on the groundlies
dormant through the winter, germinating
the following spring.
2 My woodlands also con-

: tain white oak (Quercus alba),
whose acornislonger than it

- p
ly atalittle acorn with its tidy 3 iswide and has a thicker, more
hat and imagine its future, I'm = : rounded cap with bumpy scales
reminded of what a miraculous Y SN thatdo not overlap. The cap
objectitis. The Outside Story  coversabout 1 quarter of the
The acornis a perfectly By Laurie D. nut. This acorn maturesina
designed container packed with Morrissey single season, dropping in early

potential. Itholds the seed that

may become a towering tree that will shelter

and feed thousands of creatures through-
outitslifetime — including many animals
thatrely on acorns for winter survival. The
tree’s trunk could one day become part ofa
timber-frame home, or it may provide fuel
for awoodstove in the 22nd Century.

Oak species are divided into two groups:
white oaks or black (sometimes referred to
asred) oaks. In the Northeast, the white oak
group includes swamp white oak, chestnut
oak, and burr oak. The black oak group in-
cludes Northern red oak, black oak, scarlet
oak, and bear oak.

Most of the acorns near my house drop
from the Northern red oak (Quercus rubra),
one of the most widespread oak species in
the northeast. Its nutis about 1 inch long,
and roughly the same width, givingita
rounded shape. Its cap is thin and flat like
aberet, with tight, overlapping scales. This
acorn spends two growing seasons on the

fall and germinating almost
immediately, often within a week.
Forwildlife, acorns are an essential staple.
Theyare high in calories and fat and contain
protein and minerals such as calcium,
potassium, and phosphorus. “Theyare a
greatnugget of energy forlittlerodents all the
way up to blackbear and deer,” said Steven
Roberge, aforestry specialist and professor
with University of New Hampshire Exten-
sion. “An animal has to eatalot of leaves or
bark to get such a big nutritional punch.”
While all oaks produce acorns, notall
acorns are created equal, and the acorns of
each group have different characteristics as
afood source. Those in the black oak group
have more fat, and therefore provide more
energy, than those of white oaks. However,
these acorns also contain a higher level of
tannins, making them less palatable. Most
animals favor the sweeter and more digest-
ible white oak acorns. Gray squirrels are
TOS - 41
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Get up, stand up!

Afewweeks ago, the U.S. State Depart-
mentissued alevel 3 travel advisory for
Jamaica due to crime and lack
of medical services. Alevel
3travel advisory is classified
as “Reconsider travel” The
onlylevel worseisalevel 4
advisory, which means, “Do
not travel to thislocation”

Itwas further notedina
report thatlocal police do not

The Movie

assumed it was just a precaution since we
were special guests.

My girlfriend and I took ad-
vantage of everything the resort
and accompanying beach had
to offer, butI'm confident that
we spent a good portion of our
time trying to outwit my parents
sowe could sneak away to have
some “fun”

One of my passions at that

respond effectively to serious age was music and I was intent
crimes, and when arrests are Diary to go home with some legitimate
made, cases are infrequently By Dom Cioffi reggae albums to add to my col-

prosecuted. Violent crimes,

such as armed robberies, sexual assault,
home invasions, and homicides are con-
sidered common.

(Thate to say it, butif you're the person
in charge of tourism for Jamaica, you've got
your work cut out for you for the foresee-
able future.)

Ivisited Jamaica whenIwasin high
schoolin the early 1980s. My parents
decided to take me for a graduation
gift, but the most surpris- ing
partwas that theylet me bring
my girlfriend (more on thatina
minute).

Ididn’tfind out until years
later that our entire trip (ex-
cluding flights) was comped
by my father’s childhood
bestfriend. The two had not
seen each other for years
and had recently recon-
nected. It was then that
my father’s friend invit-
ed him to Kingstown,
Jamaica, for aweek at
the hotel he managed.

My father grew up very
blue collar and the friends he kept were
of the same ilk. This particular friend had a
rough upbringing, but somehow managed
to graduate from high school, put himself
through college, and eventually find suc-
cessin the hotel managementbusiness. He
started at small resorts and by the middle
ofhis career had settled into managing
large resort hotels in the Caribbean.

We flew down during spring break and
were met at the airport by an arranged
car that brought us to the hotel. The level
of poverty interspersed with island vibes
made for an odd juxtaposition for a coun-
try boy from the Northeast. Imight as well
have been on a different planet.

The resort was fantastic, with multiple
pools and fountains, luxurious accommo-
dations, and daily cuisine opportunities
that challenged all my preconceived no-
tions of what food could taste like. In those
days, you could not find amango or papaya
inaU.S. grocery store, but on that trip, I fell
inlove with the tropical fruit.

We toured the safer parts of the island,
always with a driver and a “host”” I think we
all knew the host was for protection, but we

lection. Iknew who Bob Marley
was, but outside of “I Shot the Sheriff,” I
couldn’t tell you another song he wrote or
much abouthim as a person.

That changed quickly.

From the moment that we arrived in Ja-
maica, it was apparent that Bob Marley was
anational hero. Everywhere youlooked
had reflections of Marley’s presence with
graffiti, banners, and signage dedicated to
his memory. I quickly began to understand
howimportant Marley wasnotonly asa
musician butalso as the voice ofa
people.

Ieventually found

my wayinto alocal
record store and asked
the dreadlocked pro-
prietor to help me with
aselection of albums to
buy. He suggested Yel-
lowman, Peter Tosh, and
Jimmy Cliff, butinsisted

thatIpurchase “Confron-
tation” by Bob Marley.
“Confrontation” was released
posthumously and is not often
cited as one of his best albums,
butto me, it encompassed my
entire Jamaican experience. And to this
day, that album remains my favorite Mar-
ley composition.

It was only a matter of time before ama-
jor motion picture depicting Bob Marley’s
life would be developed. And now, thanks
to his family members, “Bob Marley: One
Love” has hit the big screen.

This film is a wonderful tribute to the
man, his message, and the music. The
actingis solid, the story is all-compassing,
and the music production is topnotch. My
only complaintis thatThad ahard time
understanding the Rastafarian dialect
during character conversations. However,
I'would note that Iwould prefer to struggle
with my understanding rather than have
therealism of the speech be softened for
audience convenience.

Check this one out of you love Marley’s
music or are curious about the man behind
the myth.

Aharmonious “B” for “Bob Marley: One
Love,” now playing in theaters everywhere.
Got a question or comment for Dom?
You can email him at moviediary@att.net.

Quintessential East Coast steeps

Author’s note: 1 use the male gender here to describe the skiers because women are usually not
stupid enough to ski Lower O when it sucks. At least they didn’t this past weekend.

Living here in Killington we just get spoiled, even with a desk job. Well, a moveable desk
job, thatis. This morning, I have set my computer up in the Superstar
Room of the Killington Ski Club. I have a perfect view of the World

Cup Trail and a front row seat to all the excitement that is Lower
Ovation.

Since its construction in the 1980s, Ovation has fascinated skiers
and watchers alike. It’s hidden to the side of Superstar, a scary little
sibling that most people avoid. While Superstar is always groomed to
“perfection,” Ovation is left to the elements. The skier’s right can have
aWest Coast feel to it as you ski through the bushes on the same day
that the left side can be a gnarly wind blown mess. And that’s before
youroll over the final pitch.

While Ifeel the ungroomed headwall with its insane entrance
is the most challenging and fun turn on the mountain, the bottom
pushes the limits. A fewyears ago, a groomer friend sent a pic ofhis

tractor on Lower O showing a 38.8 degree pitch (or around 80%). Can you imagine whatit’s
like when they build a mound of snow that then proceeds to slide down on its own? It was fun
checking out the fissure as we rode by on the gondola a few weeks ago.

When you have a view of Lower Ovation, you start to notice things. Like how so many people
cannot manage to stay on their feet. It's one of the best shows on the mountain. While enjoying
ourlunches, we can watch skiers and riders unsuccessfully challenge themselves. Most people
make it atleast half way down, while others sit down as soon as they come over the hump and
see the drop.

It's not shortlike Vertigo, where you can just slide to the bottom, taking all the snowwith
you. It's not bumped up like Outer Limits, where you can trust the moguls to slowyou down. It’s
one solid piece of snow that will eat you alive ifyou aren’t prepared for it. And this weekend was
prime time slide-for-life conditions.

We watched one guylose his skis about five
turns in and slide down the entire pitch. 'm not
sure which was the more treacherous descent —
the guys who slid all the way down or the skiers
who now had to figure out how to carry his skis
down Lower O. We watched another guy give up
halfway through, sit down and slide the rest of the
way gradually gaining speed until he hit terminal
velocity. Definitely not the best choice.

Another skier tried to hide in the bushes on
the skier’s right, butlost his footing and he, too,
ended up sliding down the trail and gotlaunched
over amogul, getting some good air. Although he
probably didn’t appreciate the hard landing or the
factthathe justkeptsliding, we certainly did! Oth-
erstried to dive into the woods on skier’s left and
that might have worked 10years ago, but there’sa
snowmaking pipe up there now and there’s really
no way to exit unless you climb over the pipe.

There was a group huddled in alarge section
of bushes, trying to figure out their next move. It reminded me of sitting in the bowl at Tucker-
man Ravine, watching first timers and experts taking a lunch break. I've actually done ascent
training on Lower O with my mountaineering axe and crampons, but that wasn't what was
happeninghere. You could feel the fear twirling around them as they tried to pause for a break
onthetrail.

Thebest part? They kept coming. So many of them.

The trailhad so little traction, that you would have needed extremely good balance on
steeps or the sharpest edges to make it down safely. But because you cannot see over the roller
from the top — and no one ever checks a trail before they ski it — the people kept coming over
theroller and sliding down the trail. Only one in 10 skiers were making functional turns down
the trailmakingitlookifnot easy, then atleast doable.

Quintessential East Coast. Fast and challenging. In fact, I'm watching two skiers right now
start their day on Ovation. The first seems to be having an okay time, while the other is swearing
athis buddy under his breath. Should have waited an hour or two for the sun to hititand the
snow to soften. Soaked in the sun, Highline would have been the more delicious choice this
morning.

Ilove Ovation and all the adventures that come with it. One of the singular best turns in my
life was dropping into the headwall on a powder day — the snow went up to my armpits. And
my mouth made that Ovation reaction, forminginto an “O.” Classic!

Merisa Sherman is a long time Killington resident, KMS coach, local Realtor and member of
the development review board.

Living the Dream
By Merisa
Sherman

When you have a view
of Lower Ovation, you
start to notice things.
Like how so many people
cannot manage to stay
on their feet. It's one of
the best shows on the
mountain, while enjoying
our lunches, we can
watch skiers and riders
unsuccessfully challenge

themselves.



EARDMORE
PAINTING

Commercial | Residential | Interior | Exterior

Derk Beardmore
Box 251
E. Wallingford, VT 05742

802-353-9493
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

( WaSHBURN & WILSON |
AGENCY, INC.

144 Main St.  P0. Box 77  Bethel, VT 05032
Providing Insurance for your Home, Auto or Business

Short Term Rentals * High Value Homes @

Free Insurance Quotes
Call Mel or Matt 802-234-5188

\ www.washburnandwilson.com

J

Y

s
TIDY TIME SERVICES

(802) 282-7068

o BASIC CLEANING

o LAUNDRY SERVICES
o DEEP CLEANING
 QUICKTURN AROUNDS

COMPETITIVE PRICES
DETAIL ORIENTED
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE

For All Your I
Commercial Pet

D-281-8018
05762 « cvoil.com

Willow lree

Property Managerment ‘

The Care Your Property Deserves
(802) 282-7398

= info@willowtreepropertymanagement.com

www.willowtreepropertymanagement.com

Services: Residential/Commercial Maintenance - Construction & Renovations - Outdoor Projects: patios
walkways and decks - Snow Removal and ice management - Hot tub Malntenance

I ﬂ ‘PLUMBING
U 4~-HEATING

Professional Service You Can Trust

802-770-8088
www.JWplumb.com

LICENSED
& INSURED

Kitchen and Bath

KE&N s

Design, LLC

— Hardware
— Plumbing Fixtures
— Installation

— Cabinets

— Countertops

— Flooring
Kelly & Nick | 802-245-4474

125 Valley View Drive, Mendon, Vermont
kndesigns125@gmail.com

The Mountain Times ¢ Feb. 28 - March 5, 2024

THE

KILLINGTON

GROUP
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

® VAcATION RENTALS
® PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
® CLEANING SERVICES

KILLINGTONGROUP.COM
KILLINGTON ROAD - (802) 422-2300

Home
Services

Gauthier

Lee Gauthier
leegauthierhandyman@outlook.com
802-797-8269

Property Maintenance and Preservation
Interior & Exterior Repairs

Small and odd jobs welcome

25+ years of experience

Fully Insured

WATER WELLS )
PUMPS
COMPLETE

”Jtﬂ[’ WATER SYSTEMS

{i{ .~ HYDRO FRACKING
d - GEOTHERMAL )

East Poultney, VT 05741
802-287-4016
parkerwaterwells.com

2 Washmgton Street Rutland VT 05701
(802) 773-3010
Gary H. Clifford « James J. Clifford

The Emporium

Full Service Vape Shop
Humidified Premium Cigars ¢ Hand Blown Glass Pipes
Hookahs & Shisha Roll Your Own Tobacco & Supplies
CBD Products « Smoking Accessories

131 Strongs Avenue Rutland, VT

(802) 775-2552
Call For Shuttle Schedule

Like us on

Facebook! n

for residential and
commercial properties

Regular & Specialized i D I

REFUSE € RECYCLING

“We Refuse No Refuse”

« Carpet Cleaning

« Tile and Grout

+ Upholstery Steam

+ Water Loss Cleanmg
- Appliances

+ Wood floors

. And so much more! Year Round . Seasonal . On-Demand . Bulk Pick-Up

Residential Trash Pick Up Service to fit your needs

Serving all your cleaning and refuge needs since 1998. Call Today: 802-422-2230

[SION

BUILDERS

Custom Homes & Renovations

Free Estimates | Fully Insured | All Calls Returned

oPreventative oSiding ®Framing e Structural
Maintenance eDecks Repairs

Eric Schambach | (802) 342-6026 | visionbuildersvt.com

Plumbing and Heating, Inc.
Michael J. Belanger

Residential/Commercial/ Backflow Testing

VT Master Plumber
Serving Central VT
802-797-8292

Bring Your Home

0oqaro
l& er, Improvement Project To Us!

W@ @ﬁr Sol nq

Building Supplies, Hardware & Paint

802-422-3469 | M-F 7:30-4:30 Sat 8-Noon | Route 4 Killington, VT




The Mount«am T’i‘nfes . Feb 28 March 5, 2024

SERVICE DIRECTORY - 41

Green Mountaln Power alerts customers
about sudden surge of scam calls

Scammers demand immediate payment, threaten shutoff

Green Mountain Power (GMP) began alerting customers Monday, Feb. 26, about a sudden surge of scam calls. Dozens
of customers have reported a caller threatening immediate power shut off unless they pay up right away. This is a scam, and

GMP is urging customers to be safe and hang up.

“We work with our customers, we're here to help, and we would never threaten immediate shut off or demand payment
over the phone. If someone is claiming to be GMP and demanding payment, just hang up. Itis a scam,” said Liz Hart, man-

ager of customer care for GMP.
Tips to be safe when scammers call:
o Donotprovide payment or personal information
¢  Donotengage with the caller
¢ Donotcall backthe number that called you

o Call GMP Customer Service directly at 888-835-4672 to check the status of your account, report the call and any
details about it, like the number it came from, the caller’s name, and what the caller said.

e  Customersare also encouraged to report scam calls to the Vermont Attorney General’s Consumer Assistance Pro-
gram at 800-649-2424 (in state) or 802-656-3183 or online at ago.vermont.gov/cap.

Tiffany Saltis to leave the Downtown Rutland Partnership

Tiffany Saltis, executive director of
the Downtown Rutland Partnership
since 2022, isleaving the organization
inMarch 2024. She will return to the
greater Burlington area to join the team
atEthos Veterinary Health, according
tonewsrelease Feb. 27.

Since 2022, Saltis has made
significant contributions to our
organization’s growth and success,
including expanding Friday Night Live
to Merchants Row as well as building
newrelationships with sponsors and
community partners. Her leadership,
vision, and dedication to our mission
have been instrumental in driving our
success and identifying further opportunities.

“Ibelieve the organization is poised for continued success,
andI'm confident that the Downtown Rutland Partnership
will excel with its mission and fulfill the needs of merchants,
residents, workers and visitors alike,” said Saltis. “While I'm
departing the Partnership, we've made sure to collaboratively
identify immediate goals for the organization, and the DRP has
agreatblueprint heading into the future with actionable items.
It’s very exciting. I've witnessed firsthand a renewed sense of

TOS:

from page 38
likely to eat white oak acorns when they find them and bury
those from the black oak group, whose tannins keep them
well preserved. Squirrels hoard most of the undamaged
black oak acorns they find, losing about 70 percent of them
in the process. Those lost acorns often germinate, helping to
propagate the next generation of oak trees.

White-tailed deer are among the top acorn consumers,
with acorns comprising up to 75 of their late fall and early
winter diet. One deer may eat 300 acorns per day. In a big
mastyear (every two to five years), deer weigh more and are
more likely to produce twin fawns. Birds such as wood-
peckers, blue jays, and many species of ducks also consume
acorns. Ducks swallow them whole, while smaller birds
peckthem apart — getting the value of the acorn as well as
whatever lives inside it. And acorns are a favorite food of
wild turkeys.

“Turkeys use their long toes and bills to scratch through
leaflitter on the forest floor and peck acorns from the
ground,” said Allison Keating, turkey projectleader with
New Hampshire Fish and Game. “They can temporarily

Tiffany Saltis

pride and identity among community
members, and that energy will be put to
good use. Thankyou, all, for the privi-
lege of serving as the executive director.
Ilook forward to seeing the continued
success of the organization in the years
to come, and you betI'll be at the Friday
Night Live events!”

In the meantime, the Board of
Directors’ leadership team will ensure
that operations continue to run
smoothly with Hali Issente, DRP staff.
DRP remains focused on delivering
its mission and serving downtown

stakeholders, the DRP stated in a news
release.

“The Board of Directors would like to express our sincere
appreciation and gratitude to Tiffany for her commitmentand
contributions to our organization. We wish her all the bestin
her future endeavors,” said Katye Munger, DRP board presi-
dent. “We recognize that this news may come as a surprise, and
we want to assure you that the Downtown Rutland Partnership
remains committed to serving our downtown stakeholders
and delivering on our mission”

For more information, visit: downtownrutland.com.

Submitted

store food in their crop [a muscular pouch near the throat)]
before it goes into the gizzard [part of the stomach], where it
is ground up for digestion. Acorns not only help turkeys sur-
vive; they help them to be in better physical condition when
breeding season begins — which leads to more successful
breeding productivity.”

There’s an old saying that “mighty oaks from tiny acorns
grow.” However, only about one in 10,000 acorns has the
optimal conditions to become a mature tree. A northern red
oak can produce 5,000 to 10,000 acorns in a season, up to 10
million over its lifetime. But weather, insects, and hungry
animals consume the majority of these before they can ger-
minate. Considering the odds, I'm thankful for my mature
trees — even if I'm not nuts about being hit on the head by
fallingacorns.

Laurie D. Morrissey is a writer who lives in Hopkinton, New
Hampshire. The illustration is by Adelaide Murphy Tyrol. The
Outside Story is assigned and edited by Northern Woodlands
magazine and sponsored by the Wellborn Ecology Fund of the
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation: nhcf.org.
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Maiden voyage to Playa del Carmen
and a compelling invitation to Tijuana, Baja Norte

Editor’s note: Bruce Bouchard, former executive director of
The Paramount Theatre, and his partner Maureen McKenna
Padula have traveled from Rutland to the Riviera Maya for the
past threeyears. This series covers adventures, food,
and testimonials from Vermont to the tropics.

Approaching Thanksgiving 0f2020, when I
was a month out from retirement, after 45 years
of working in the arts, I came home from a day’s
work at The Paramount, to find my wonderful
partner, Maureen McKenna Padula, with a
mischievouslook on her face, alook of sur-
prised delight and a hint of conspiracy. She was
wagging a copy of International Living at me.

“OK, I give up,’ I'said. “Thatlook seems to
mean something sneaky is lurking?”

“Well [deep breath]....we are going to Mexico!!” she said.

“What?” Are you nuts??!! Mexico is a Covid hotspot!” I
exclaimed.

“No, wait...listen... Thave been doing research and guess

S\

what, Mexico is one of the rare places that is open and also,
no oneis there,” shereasoned. “Hotel prices are dirt cheap,
and we can easily find outdoor dining where we can socially
distance. There is a national mandate on wearing masks
and we will be just fine. In addition, the Caribbean Sea is 80
degrees and the median January temperature hovers in the
80-85range. Need Iremind you that the Vermont January
temperature is projected to be below freezing — all month!”

Yep! The idea sure was growing on me rapidly. We were
eager for more details — beyond the compelling feature in
international iiving — about a place called Playa del Carmen
inthe area in northeast Mexico known as the Riviera Maya.

Abit of context

The Riviera Maya has leftits mark on the map as a tourist
region, as it has a number of Mayan ruins sites, cenotes
(deep natural wells or sinkholes, that expose groundwa-
ter underneath — there are 10,000 cenotes in the Yucatan
Peninsula), beaches, fishing, diving, restaurants, hotels and
nighttime entertainment that offer something for all types
oftravelers. The hotels, all-inclusive resorts, or AirBnB/Vrbo
rentals in the thick of things make this area easily accessible
and vibrant with its perfect tropical climate.

Playa del Carmen is known as the heart of the Riviera
Maya and is home to afamous pedestrian street, Fifth
Avenue, where most of the restaurants are located. There
are also many superb establishments off the path, more
moderately priced. Parallel (and one block) to the beach on
La Quinta (“The Fifth” as the locals call it) features shopping
centers, souvenir shops, art galleries, nightclubs, interna-
tional brand stores and outdoor performance art. This is
simply the best people-watchinglocation you can find! It is
thought that on any given day, at any given time, there will
be 4,000-5,000 people walking, eating and exploring the
4-mile stretch of The Fifth. To us, only The High Line in New
York City is comparable as along, urban pedestrian path.

The nightly sport in Playa for a majority of travelers, is
aquicktrip to The Fifth, for an outdoor cocktail, a brisk
after-dinner walk;, or to just plunk down on abench to
people-watch.

Just 75 years ago the entire coastal area was a dense
jungle, populated by numerous indigenous tribes, active
pirates, and only a handful of small trading ports along the
120 kilometer (75 miles) coastline. A book, published in the
mid-50s, “The Lost World of Quintana Roo,” (the governing
state of the Riviera Maya), by Michel Peissel is worth aread.
The book chronicles Peissel leaving his Wall Street activities
(attheripe age of 21) to walk and explore — sometimes

Tales:
Riviera Maya
By Bruce Bouchard

attheliteral tip of a spear — the coastal Mexican jungles
of Quintana Roo well before Cancun, Playa and Tulum
became the tourist meccas of today.
The trip gains traction
After an arduous search of websites, AirBnB,
and Verbo, we settled on a small boutique hotel,
Casa de Las Flores (The House of Flowers)
located in the center of Playa, four blocks from
the beach. Covid had driven the price down to
$27 per night! Everything moved quickly and
| beforeweknewit, we are on our way to new
adventures.

Itisrelatively simple to travel to this area. While
there are no direct flights from the nearby airports
(Burlington or Albany) the time from Rutland
to Cancun, with one connection, took us only about 7 hours
total. Local transportation from Cancun to Playa is either by
taxi ($75with a $10 tip) or the national commercial busline
ADOat$12 oneway.

One of the great pleasures of this journey is to walk out of
the Cancun Airport and to walkinto barometric pressure and
80+ degrees and hop onto the bus, knowing that aromatic
climate will be with you for the duration of your stay. The
Caribbean breezes are intoxicating, and the skyis a vivid blue.
The seais the color of turquoise jewelry.

We opted for the ADO busline, modern, clean and efficient
and 40 minutes later, we disembarked and made our way, five
blocks on footto our hotel.

Casa de Las Flores is a great little find, immaculate, painted
invivid colors (navy blue, sky blue and ochre), and features
alarge painting of the Mexican artist Frida Kahlo holding
watchful guard over the pool. She, seemingly, is everywhere in
Playa, on shoes and clothing, murals and restaurant walls, in-
cluding a swell little Frida Kahlo museum, beautifully curated
and containing both stories and reproductions of some of her
works (more on this in the next column in this series, episode
4). The hotelis spartan and perfectly pleasing; a good king-
sized bed, and alovely bathroom - with plentiful hot water —

at$27 per nightit’s a deal of a lifetime!

The central courtyard hasretained a good deal of the jungle
(asignature Playa construction approach) with gigantic trees
reaching 50 feet to the sky between the two two-story wings of
the hotel. The full effectis of an establishment that might have
hosted Ernest Hemingway or Tennessee Williams. We were
perfectly happy there.

In the firstweek, we got to the pristine beaches every day,
savored the 80-degree water, walk the full 50-blocklength of
Fifth Avenue, languished by the pool and talked to American,
Canadian and European ex-pats at various watering holes,
learning key ingredients of “living in Playa”

We savored many of the area’s most popular restaurants,
featuring not only the great Mexican cuisine, but also the
signature food of many nations. The average dinner price
for two runs about $50-$60 including wine and a healthy
tip. Fifth Avenue eateries consistently use U.S. dollars when
listing prices, but we heartily recommend doing your
homework and stretching out beyond the famous tourist
avenue. Be the food Thai, Greek, Italian, French, Jamaican,
or, of course, Mexican cuisine, which ventures well beyond
tacos, tortas, burritos and quesadillas...you can find it here.
Local dishes specialize in exotic baked fish in glorious sauc-
es — Alambre and Veracruzana to name two of the most
popular. Oh, and there is a huge food-truck culture here and
one can eat for 20% of the cost of the dine-in restaurants,
and have plenty of food (tacos, burritos, tortas, et all reign
supreme). Plastic chairs surround the trucks and are packed
withlocals and tourists alike. Rule of thumb: if the trucks or
restaurants are full itis safe to assume that they are good!

Alifetime chance encounter

Toward the end of our stay at Casa de Las Flores, on a
balmy afternoon, I was sitting on the balcony outside of our
room, facing the courtyard, when a young man, half-in and
half-out of a wetsuit made his way down the walkway across
from our room, carrying the long swim fins — 4 feetin
length. I called out six words thatled to a lifetime friendship:

Tales from Riviera Maya - 45

By Bruce Bouchard

Casa de Las Flores offered a comfortable residence for $29 per night on our first venture to Riviera Maya. We were hooked!



The qummn*ﬁufe

Wi

eb. 28 - March 5,2024

For Rent

KILLINGTON APARTMENT
FOR RENT 3 br/2 ba avail-
able now. 385-321-7529.

KILLINGTON RENTAL FOR
ALL WINTER KILLINGTON
3 BED, 2.5 BATH,open for
all winter. Sleeps 8. Located
1 mile from Access Road!
3 floors, wood stove, 6kw
sauna, hot tub (negotiable),
large decks, grill. Pets ok.
Cable/plow included - must
pay electricity. Price and
term negotiable. 617-794-
7180.

SEASONAL RENTAL KIL-
LINGTON 5 bedroom_2
Queens in each. Locat-
ed just off the access Rd.
2-min to the slopes. Game
room with a foosball table.
Private Parking. Call 413-
388-34221.

OFFICE/ROOM FOR
RENT. Newly renovated
room in Rutland available in
a wellness spa atmosphere.
Email 163Jacksonave@
gmail.com. Perfect for mas-
sage therapists and like
businesses.

KILLINGTON SUMMER
RENTAL (not short term).
Beautiful home in a great
location in the heart of Kil-
lington. Large Deck and
grill. 6 Bdr/4 full-bath. Lots
of parking. Hot tub and pets
negotiable. If interested 917-
796-4289.

PLYMOUTH SHARE BEAU-
TIFUL HOME, well-kept
home with woman in her
70s who needs help orga-
nizing her garage. Private
bedroom, semi-private bath
(two floors below bedroom).
$400/mo. all included. 802-
863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermont.org for application.
Interview, references, back-
ground checks required.
EHO

KILLINGTON SUMMER
RENTAL AVAILABLE May
1-October 31, 2024. -Sunrise
1 bedroom, 1 bath furnished
condo just steps away from
the Sports Center with gym
and seasonal outdoor pool
& tennis courts. Includes
a fully equipped kitchen
with utensils, breakfast bar,
dining area with slider to
private covered balcony,
living room with sofa bed &
fireplace, bedroom with king
size bed & linens, bathroom
with whirlpool tub and stack
washer/dryer. Hiking, golf,
mountain biking & Killington
summer events/concerts
nearby. Call for pricing. 203-
770-8653.

For Sale

2017 MOTORHOME FULLY
EQUIPPED. Locally Owned
THOR FREEDOM ELITE 24
foot. 14,000 miles with Ford
450 gas engine/chassis.
Call Bernie at 978-697-6676
or biobern@me.com.

ASPIRE/WHITNEY MAT-
TRESS FOR SALE. Aspire/
Whitney Mattress. Tran-
quility Il. Adjustable rise
base. Dual controllers and
configure as king or two sin-
gles. Bedding included. New
$6000. 2 years old. Asking
$2,500. If interested please
508-790-0993.

150 ACRES OF LAND on
Walker Hill Bridgewater Ver-
mont. 2 mountain streams
and waterfalls. Views of
Killington and Pico. 38 foot
camper with roof, propane
heat and generator. 12 volt
or 120 volt system. Land has
not been logged in 50 yrs
to my knowledge. Forester
says $1,500-$2,200 per
acre retail wood not counting
great saw logs or veneer. Off
grid everything goes. Tools:
Chainsaw etc. $800,000.
Call for a tour. Doug 802-
457-3577.

APARTMENT SIZE WASH-
ING MACHINE for sale.
$200 Rutland. Excellent
condition. Leave message
at 802-345-5789.

SAMSUNG 65” SMART
TV with lots of features.
Asking $400.00.(Model UN-
65AUB000FXZA). Call Au-
gust Stuart, 802-353-0460.

Help
Wanted

BUSY PITTSFIELD CON-
VENIENCE store. Full and
part time positions available.
No nights. Experience pre-
ferred but not necessary.
Call Roger 802-345-5622.

MOGULS SPORTS
PUB Help Wanted: waitstaff,
line-cook, dishwasher. Apply
in person at Moguls M-F, on
the Killington Access Road.

BACK COUNTRY
CAFE waitstaff, host, bus,
line cook, Prep Cook posi-
tions available. FT/PT. Call
802-558-0793.

KILLINGTON MARKET
Cashier positions available.
Mid-week days. FT/PT, call
802-558-0793.

INN AT LONG Part-time
breakfast server/housekeep-
er $15/hr + tip. Email kar-
en@innatlongtrail.com or
call 802-775-7181.

THE TOASTED PECAN,
located in Pittsfield- currently
hiring servers & line cooks.
Visit toastedpecanvt.com to
apply.

Want to submit a classified?

Email classifieds@mountaintimes.info
or call 802-422-2399 by Monday at 4 p.m.
Rates are 50 cents per word, per week;

free ads are free.

TUCKER ADIRONDACK LANGE
Real Estate Salesperson, REALTOR

Q 59 Central Street, Woodstock, Vt 05091

[J 303-818-8068

= tadkl@kw.com

N

TUCKER \mm\lm K LANGE

KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY

Servicing Killington Vermont and surrounding areas

Each office is independently owned and operated

Services

BEAUREGARD PAINT-
ING, 30 years experience.
802-436-1337.

THE DIRTY DOXIE HOUSE-
KEEPING. Complete Turn-
over house cleaning. 802-
422-4406.

ROB WELLS INTERI-
OR PAINTING Over 20
years experience. Rutland,
Killington area. 609-276-
8420. robertwells1824@
gmail.com.

CHIMNEYS CLEANED,
LINED, built, repaired. 802
349-0339.

ELECTRICIAN FOR
HIRE. Contracting or ser-
vice. Call Jim at Leighton’s
Light and Power 802-356-
2407.

Real
Estate

INSEARCH FOR LAND. Young
community farmer, looking to
expand. Need 10 acres min-
imum of tillable land. Access
to water and the ability to
build a greenhouse. Open
to long term lease or sale.
Call Philip Prevosto. Phone:
410-292-7229

M Ski Country

BARNARD INN RESTAU-
RANT & TAVERN FOR
SALE. MLS 4882340. Res-
idential/ Commercial Ver-
mont. Safe, Cool, Green,
Beautiful Call John 802-
457-1515.

KILLINGTON PICO RE-
ALTY donates 1% of every
dollar we earn to charitable
organizations. 2814 Kil-
lington Road, Killington.
802-422-3600. info@killing-
tonpicorealty.com.

KILLINGTON VALLEY
REAL ESTATE Special-
izing in sales and listings
of Homes, Condos, Land,
Commercial Property as well
as Winter Seasonal Rentals.
Call, email or stop in. We are
the red farmhouse located
next to the Wobbly Barn.
PO Box 236, 2281 Killington
Rd, Killington. 802-422-
3610 bret@killingtonvalley-
realestate.com.

PEAK PROPERTY
GROUP—KW VERMONT
LUXURY. Located at 1995
US Route 4, Killington. 802-
353-1604. Visit our website
VTProperties.net. Marni@
PeakPropertyRealEstate.
com. Specializing in ideal
properties close to Killing-
ton, Okemo or Woodstock.
Servicing all of Rutland and
Windsor County. Focusing
on listing and selling Homes,
Condos, Land, Commercial,
and Investment Properties.

d REAL ESTATE

EDGEMONT - SKI HOME - SHUTTLE OUT
4 3BR/1.5BA, 2-Level condo, 1168 sq. ft.

i Great rental history

4 Woodburning fireplace

4 Includes 1BR ensuite
that can rent separately

4 Activity center: Pool, hot
tub, sauna, game room €
exercise room.

$740,000

& 4 Fumnished €

4 Electric heat,
2 decks

some financing

equipped
$499,000

elebm

PRESTIGE REAL ES-
TATE of Killington, 2922 Kil-
lington Rd., Killington. We’re
different. We only deal with
Killington real estate, the
town we love and call home.
We concentrate on only one
thing: property sales. And
we do it well. Our focus al-
lows us to spend more time
understanding your needs
— either as a buyer or as
a seller of Killington VT real
estate. Specializing in the
listing & sales of Killington
Condos, Homes, & Land.
Call 802-422-3923. pres-
tigekillington.com.

SKI COUNTRY REAL ES-
TATE 335 Killington Rd., Kil-
lington. 802-775-5111. Ski-
CountryRealEstate.com — 9
agents servicing: Killington,
Bridgewater, Mendon, Pitts-
field, Plymouth, Stockbridge,
Woodstock areas.Sales &
Winter Seasonal Rentals.
Open Monday-Saturday:
10 am — 4 pm. Sunday by
appointment.

WHITE CAP REALTY is an
independent Equal Hous-
ing Opportunity real estate
brokerage. Based in the Kil-
lington Valley and practicing
across the State of Vermont.
Contact Jake or Jadziah
at 802-345-5187 or www.
realwhitecap.com.

802.775.5111
335 Killington Rd.

Killington, VT 05751

KILLINGTON - LOCATION - LOCATION
4 4BR, 2BA, 1,456 50. ft. home

- 4 Open kitchen-dining-living
- 4 Mountain View, fireplace
4 Close to all your outdoor
adventures
4 New flooring in Entryway
ondin1BR
4 Resurfaced driveway

$589,000

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE
=y MLS
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KILLINGTON PICO REALTY
v

Price Reduction - offered at $599,000

www.71MountHungerRoad.com

Lovely 4BR/2BA cape in Gaysville village with wonderful scenic
surroundings. The perfect balance between rural living and modern
comfort. A warm, inviting living space with hardwood floors
and elegant gas fireplace. Open floor plan connects living area to
contemporary kitchen with breakfast bar, stainless steel appliances,

granite counters and tile back-splash. Radiant floor heating throughout.

Architectural features rhroughéuf

Cilington Mountain views Brand new kitchen appliances

This generous single-family home has recently been totally re-imagined by a well-known
Vermont architect to incorporate the natural beauty of the land into the interior of the
nome. Large round custom windows, wide plank white oak quarter sawn flooring and
natural Vermont granite are seen throughout the interior and exterior of this magnificent
nome, connecting it to the beautiful private landscape. The three-story home seamlessly
ncorporates natural light and a sense of place in the mountains. $2,975,000

Listing Broker: Bret Williamson. Call 803-236-1092 for a private showing.

KPR Cares. Killington Pico Realty is
proud to donate 1% of every dollar
earned to charitable organizations.

2814 Killington Rd.
802-422-3600
www.KillingtonPicoRealty.com
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Jane Johnson,  Edward Herson

ALHS. ASP -
ARG R Assoc,

REALTOR |

Killington Valley
Real Estate

KillingtonValleyRealEstate.com

P EAK PROPERTY

sy | GROUP

IDEAL PROPERTIES CLOSE TO
KILLINGTON, OKEMO OR WOODSTOCK!

HOMES | CONDOS | LAND
COMMERGIAL | INVESTMENT

802.353.1604

VTPROPERTIES.NET

| 9

Kyle Kershner  Jessica Posch
Broker/Owner ~ REALTOR®

Daniel Pol
Associate
Broker

Krista Mosher
REALTOR®

John Humphreys
REALTOR®

NOW ACCEPTING NEW LISTINGS! CONTACT US FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

KELLERWILLIAMS.

Wari Reger
Broker
802.353.1604

Wilam Lindsay
Spanos Cimadon
802.345.0693  860.681.9302

Alexandra
Lemesciuc
518.760.1294

Marni@PeakPropertyRealEstate.com
1995 Route 4, Killington VT
59 Central Street, Woodstock VT

~ %% — / 2

STRONG INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY!
Close to Killington or Sugarbush. 7 Unit Building Inclusive of a successful
commercial linen shop business/operation: The Linen Shop. LinenShopVT.com
$745,000

NEWLY RENOVATE
SHORT TERM RENTAL
INVESTMENT!

4 bedroom/2.5 bath vacation retreat located minutes to Killington or Pico Mountain.
$525,000
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Tales from Riviera Maya:
from page 42
“What's up with the swim fins?”

Luis Robles, 26, answered: “Iwill come over and tell you

We spend three hours talking and learned that he hails from
Tijuana, in Baja Norte [just south over the border of San Diego]
and thathe works in a 100-year import/export family business.
Heis mature, charming, and urbane well beyond his years.

Ienquired about his part of the endeavor, and he respond-
ed, “Irun the tire division, I buy them and get them shipped
from China to Ensenada [40 miles south of TJ] and sell them all
over Mexico””

We also learn that not only is he a hard-core diver, buthe
has come to Playa on this trip to compete in a deep free-diving
competition, which he had just, that very day, taken the top
prize! He claimed to be able to hold his breath for 6 minutes!

We dined with Luis that evening and learn much more
abouthis remarkable four-generation family at the very top
of amountain on the southern border of Tijuana. During the
conversation, he clarified that the import/export part of his life
isanavocation. “But Luis, if that is so, what is your vocation?”

“Tam, along with my parents, a psychotropic healer” (Mex-
icoiswell ahead of the U.S. in the application of psilocybin and
root therapy for therapeutic recovery treatment.

Full stop! Having just read Michael Pollan’s seminal book
“How to change your mind: What the new science of psyche-
delics teaches us about consciousness, dying, addiction, and
transcendence,’ Iwas immediately intrigued.

Luis offered a life-changing opportunity. “My family
isin the process of building a center, dedicated to human
awareness and healing in Tecate [50 miles east of TJ on the
border of the U.S.]. We regularly host small and large groups
for psychedelic treatments/ceremonies. Iwould very much
like you both to come.”

He emphasized that the “treatments” have nothing to
do withraves or partying, that asleaders in the burgeoning
movement of recovery and evolution they curate ceremonies
carefully, guiding participants to breakthroughs and discov-
erieslarge and small, challenging and rewarding.

We stayed in close touch over the ensuing months, and
during one call, he said, “My family would like to offer an
invitation to you and Maureen to come to TJ, stay with us and
then venture to the Center.”

We happily and enthusiastically accepted Luis’ kind offer
and in the following year we took a journey to Baja Norte and
experienced genteel hospitality at the hands of his lovely
parents, Tito and Eneeth. From their verandah at the top of

"

CONDOS

HIGHRIDGE E7
$429,000

Prestige Real Estate
()f KILLINGTON
Exclusively Killington!

1-bedroom/2-bathroom plus a loft
Mountain views!

Updated kitchen

New washer and dryer

802-422-3923
info@prestigekillington.com
www.prestigekillington.com

2922 Killington Road, Killington, VT

furniture

In-unit sauna

Fully furnished with new living room

By Bruce Bouchard

Bajaaya, aka the Center, offered a mountaintop retreat where we met our newly found friend Luis Robles for a “treatment.”

the mountain, we looked out at the skyline of San Diego and
could see planes coming in to land at the San Diego airport.
Atnight the harsh lights of the most heavily traveled border in
America delineate “The Crossing.’

The next day we ventured to the high desert (3,500 feet)
outside of Tecate, to the Center, known as Bajaaya, a 150
square foot room with 30-foot ceilings and wrap-around
verandas. On a clear night, from this remote location, in the
hours before dawn, prone on a table on the verandah of the
Center, one can see hundreds and thousands of stars...while
notlooking up at the sky, butrather, OUT at the universe — a
keyreveal....but then, the full reporting of that experience is a
story for another day.

Therest of our time in Playaraced by like a high-speed Acela
and we prepared to return to the cold Northeast. But Playa has
hooked us. Its heart-centered ethos of “family as the center of
life” is inspiring. One regularly sees on the avenidasy calles,
husbandsloving wives, and older children loving and caring
foryounger siblings. The country’s motto seemed to be “No
Problemo” and “No Worries.” It was most appealing: gentle,
polite and respectful.

The thing we took away from our first visitis that these
humble and gracious people are happy with their lives, they
live simply, the majority are devout, and what they do have...
is enough. We planned to return each year for aminimum of
three months.

HOMES

607 RIM ROAD
$397,000

4-bedroom/5-bathroom

Sauna

all the way down to the first!

ICONIC CYCLODOME HOME!
On just under 1 acre near the Skyship

Circular wood-burning fireplace
Fire pole extending from the 3rd floor

By Bruce Bouchard
Frida stood guard overlooking the pool at Casa de Las Flores.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

i niquely desigs
within a private, gated community setting.
Base Camp
at Boar Mountain
&

« 3000+ square feet
« 4-bedroom/4-bathroom
« Direct ski in/ski out access
+ Bear Mtn. ski trail views
« 2-car heated garage
« Landscaped grounds

”f_,___,_-_;._!‘ Please call for details regarding the reservation process.

ABOUT US

We're different. We sell real estate exclusively in
| “ w! Killington, the town we love and call home. We specialize
in listing and selling Killington condominiums,
townhomes, single-family homes, multi-family homes
and land. Work with us and you'll experience unrivaled
customer service and top-notch local knowledge!

2 A N

Heidi Bomengen Kaitlyn Hummel Liz Sailer
802.342.0355 802.353.6665 802.353.5555
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« Private, single- o Spectacular views o Property management, « Ski home, enjoy
family home of the mountains complete year-round hiking and
sites of Killington and service with house mountain bike trails
the valleys beyond checks

Mountainside Properties
g 2023 Killington Road, Killington, VT 05751
o - . 4
] | Heomemedereber e ks

Il mountainsidepropertiesvt.com/glades/
MOUNTAINSIDE g0 9361360

DAVIS FRAME CO. gy :

CUSTOM TIMBER FRAME & PANELIZED HOMES

>

Frame, ylyl-/lybrld & Pa?erlzed

www.davisframe.com | Claremont, NH | 800.636.0993
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D E S I G D ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

B l] I L D GENERAL CONTRACTING

Inee ///r /'(//(’(/ 7982

. . . ASSOCIATE MEMBER
ACSDesignBuild.com  AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

A grand opportunity to own a
view of the Rochester Park. This
colonial building converted into a

three unit condo was extensively
Rea@ renovated by the McKernonGroup.

High quality construction and

Intercom, security system, elevator,
amenities were attended to central air and vac are only a few
during the renovation process. touches that make this unit a special
Units have a private one car place.

garage and front porch. Selling furnished and ready to enjoy.
Two bedrooms with ensuite Excellent rental history.

baths and high end appliances Sold by the unit or invest in the entire
and finishes. building!

—— l,,,,
[ Tor OF THE PARK __
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$399,000 FULL OWNERSHIP

Patricia Harvey | Broker License # 081.0100984
Xsell Realty LLC, Owner | 802-767-3280 or 802-746-8911
106 Vt Rte 107 | Stockbridge, VT 05772 | www.xsellvt.com
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RRMC announces 2023 Physicians and
Advanced Practice Providers of the Year

RUTLAND - Rutland Regional Medical Center (RRMC) on Monday, Feb. 26, announced the recipients of the 2023 Rutland Regional Medical Center and Community Physician and Ad-
vanced Practice Provider of the Year awards.

To be nominated for an award, individuals must meet the following criteria: Demonstrate dignity and respect toward patients and staff; exhibit excellence in clinical care; and serve as arole
model professionally and personally within the health care system and community.

These awardees were selected from more than 30 nominees, representing a diverse group of exceptional individuals who represent and reflect the quality of the medical staff. Awards are
given to two physicians and two advanced practice providers representing RRMC and the Rutland area community.

“The purpose of these awards is to recognize physicians and advanced practice providers whose contributions to our community, patients, and staff represent the highestideals in health
care,” said Dr. Philip Lapp, vice president of medical affairs at RRMC. “Itis truly an honor for these providers to be recognized by their colleagues and staff.”

These annual awards were created in memory of Dr. Emelie Munson Perkins, who served the Rutland community as a physician, employee, and volunteer.

The Mountain Times * Feb. 28 - March 5, 2024

Physician of the Year: Zita Ficko, MD, Marble Valley Urology
Dr. Ficko joined RRMCin 2020 as a urologist physician. She received
herbachelor’s degree in economics and molecular and cell biology at
Yale University and a master’s in international business from University
of Economics in Bratislava, Slovakia. Her medical degree is from Geisel
School of Medicine at Dartmouth. She completed her internship in gen-
eral surgery and residency in urology at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical
Center. Dr. Ficko is board certified in urology by the American Board of
Urology.
Dr. Ficko wasrecognized by her peers as a passionate and
collegial physician who is a master in her field, submissions
highlighted her clinical humanity, competence, and
cooperation.

\ &
\ °®
Primary Care Physician of the Year: Carl Beckler, MD, Com-
Advanced Practice Provider of the Year: Leonard munity Health
DeLorenzo III, PA-C, Foley Cancer Center Dr. Beckler is a family medicine physician at Community Health’s
DeLorenzo is an oncology/hematology physician Mettowee Family Clinic. He joined RRMC in 1990 and is a member of
assistant at the Foley Cancer Center. He joined RRMC the RRMC affiliate staff. He received a medical degree from the Med-
in2010. He received his bachelor’s in science from ical College of Virginia Hospitals and completed his family medicine
Saint Michael’s College and a bachelor’s in health sci- residency at Lancaster General Hospital. He is board certified with
ence at Duke University. He is certified by the National the American Board of Family Medicine.
Commission on Certification of Physician Assis- When nominated, Dr. Beckler was recognized for going above and
tants (NCCPA). beyond for his patients, and always making himself open and acces-
Leonard DeLorenzo was nominated for his sible for consultation. His mentorship, counsel, and encouragement
professionalism, integrity and work ethic and were attributed to the growth of the providers in his practice.
heisseen as an astute clinician and a shining
star among his peers. DeLorenzo, who sits
on the ethics committee and pharmacy and
) therapeutics committees of the medical
| [_ z staff, is appreciated for his intuition, calm

demeanor, and gentle manner.

Advanced Practice Provider of the Year: Robin Myers, DNP, Community Health

Robin Myers is a family nurse practitioner, and medical director of Community Health Brandon. She is also amember of the
RRMC affiliate staff. Myers received a bachelor’s degree in nursing from the University of Vermont, a master’s in adult nurse practi-
tioner from Russell Sage College, and a doctorate in nurse practice from UMass Amherst. She is dually board certified through the

American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) in family and adult medicine.

She started her healthcare career at Porter Medical Center as a unit clerk and later earned her degree as aregistered nurse. She
worked in various roles at RRMC including in the ICU, case management, and as a certified diabetes nurse educator for many years.

Shejoined Community Health in 2004.

Myers was nominated for her collaboration, compassion, and the leadership skills she shows in relation to her patients.

ROBIN MYERS
‘ox. P8
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ROCK THE BUMPS.

Killington skiers have a one-of-a-kind chance to learn from the best,
Olympic gold medalist and world champion mogul skier, Donna
Weinbrecht, and Killington's top PSIA certified coaches. Sign up for the
next session on March 9-10 and become a bump master.

Scan code or visit killington.com/lessons for more information.
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